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INTRODUCTION 


... debates in the 1890s about moral degeneracy, racial rejuvena- 
tion, national unity and the Jews remind us that Britain played her 


part in laying the foundations for inter-war racist and fascist thinking. 
Martin Pugh: Hurrah for the Blackshirts, (2005) p.13 


From Richard Kleinig 
Adelaide—January 2007 


It is a little like the assassination of President Kennedy. I can 
remember precisely where and when it was that I first heard about 
Dr Becker. It was a Sunday in 1970 and I was eighteen, in my first 
year of university. 

My mother and I were seated at the kitchen table of our old 
home at Victor Harbor. It was the day after the State Parliamentary 
elections and we were reading the results in the newspaper. 

I was fascinated by the name of a newly elected member in the 
House of Assembly seat of Hanson. It was Heini Becker; I guessed 
it was German. It seemed to me to be a lyrical name. I mentioned 
this to my mother who fell quiet. I asked if she knew him. 

She replied in a hushed tone — one she reserved for occasions 
of imparting very bad news, especially regarding the health of rela- 
tives — that his father was Australia’s Nazi No.1 and had been dis- 
missed from the country. She went on to say that this had happened 
after the war. No more was said between us about the matter. 
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In Pursuit 


For years, whenever I heard about Heini Becker or read some- 
thing he had written, or if I saw him on television, the memory of 
this conversation revived. But I did nothing about it. 

Occasionally, I mentioned it to friends who knew nothing of 
the Becker story and only expressed disbelief or surprise that there 
were ever Nazis in South Australia at any time during the War. 

When I came to befriend my colleague Gary Gumpl we often 
conversed on matters relating to the one thing that we obviously 
had in common — our German heritage. We also discussed our 
readings of German history. The Second World War loomed large 
in our talks. 

One day he showed me a print of a photograph, which he had 
by chance accessed through the internet, depicting eight men 
dressed in suits, standing around a gum tree that was draped in a 
large swastika flag. The photograph was attributed to one Becker. 
It aroused immediate curiosity. 

Was this the same Becker my mother had spoken about? 

We decided to find out more about Becker and the characters 
depicted in the photograph. 

For months we trawled the National, State and Lutheran 
Archives and the State and Supreme Court Libraries. We gathered 
everything we could on Becker and the others — photographs, 
national and local newspaper clippings, court reports and the offi- 
cial files held on him by the various Federal and State authorities. 
We also encountered the entry on Becker in the Australian 
Dictionary of Biography 1940-1980. 

What astonished us was that Becker was only part of a much 
wider and more tragic story which had never been fully told. It 
seemed to us that he had only ever been treated en passant, or as 
something of an historic footnote. And we came to discover that 


to Australian officialdom he and his comrades were just so much 
dust under the rug. 


It was immense 


ly disappointi 
| ing that there was so little that 
could obtain whic » 


h actually came from the mouth or pen of 
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Becker himself. Becker confessed to having destroyed, in 1937, 
forty-eight files dealing with Nazi Party business and again, short- 
ly before the war in 1939, nearly the whole of his personal and pro- 
fessional correspondence. Australian Security commented: 


“Dr Becker claims to have burnt all the most secret party corre- 
spondence, but it is believed [by whom?] that some archives must 


have been retained.” 


If they were, we have not seen them and do not know their 
whereabouts. If they emerge after this story is told, we would be 
entitled to feel cheated. 

We were afraid that the only version of Becker’s own story, 
which we would be able to obtain, was that to be found in tran- 
scripts of evidence he had given in court. As it happened, the only 
complete and unbroken transcript which we could find came from 
his deportation hearing in late 1945. 

It dawned on us, too, that we were running out of time to 
speak to people who had personally known him. When Becker was 
at the height of his powers, the people who were likely to have help- 
ful recollections of him were by now heading into their late seven- 
ties and eighties. We wanted to supplement our research, if we 
could, with oral history that would soon otherwise be lost forever. 


Research 


In early October 2005 we travelled to Tanunda and had our 
first interview with three local residents who, as teenagers and 
young adults, knew the man. They informed us that they had 
always been told that the authorities had got the wrong Becker. It 
seemed to us at the time that this was denial dressed up as myth. 

We were also given a lead to an elderly lady who lived in 
Adelaide. We were told that she had been Dr Becker’s receptionist 
at his surgery. So we wrote to her. 

We also wrote to academics who had written about Becker to 
make sure that we were not overlooking any obvious sources. One 
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replied to us in respect of the pre-war files of the South Australian 
German Club. They had been seized by the military authorities 
and never returned. They now seem to be irretrievably lost, which 
was a common occurrence with so much documentation whose 
trail we had encountered and followed. 

That is why so much of this work will appear to bear a pointil- 
list character. In one sense we are asking the reader to step back 
and regard the overall picture of Becker and his times. We lack the 
materials to paint the everyday life of the man. 


But that, in turn, should remind us of the warning expressed 


by the writer A.A. Milne: 


“If in the end [he] still remains something of a mystery, [we] 
should not be surprised: for every human being is a mystery, and 


nobody knows the truth about anybody else.” 


The next contact we received was from Heini Becker AM him- 
self. He very kindly agreed to meet and show us the documents 
that he had, including military medals and early photographs of 
and letters written by, his father from Germany after his deporta- 
tion in 1947. 

We first met Heini in November 2005. His generosity of spir- 
it in opening his world to us was extremely touching. Then we had 
the additional good fortune to meet his sister Marlene in January 
2006. She was happy to share her reminiscences and to give us 
invaluable materials to help us get to know her parents. 

In a flow on effect, Marlene’s daughter Laura also came to our 


aid. 


Mother 


My mother celebrated her eighty-ninth birthday in early 
November 2005 and my wife and I took her to lunch where | 
broached the subject of Dr Becker with her for the first time in 
thirty-five years, 


W (og Y « 
hen I told her of oui research efforts she mumbled *that 
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would be very interesting, I imagine" and promptly changed the 
subject. Later back at her home, my mother unexpectedly said that 
she “had known Dr Becker, you know?” My wife and I looked at 
each other in disbelief. I grabbed a piece of paper and pencil and 
started to ask questions and make notes. 

Gone was my mother’s legendary deafness and one could see 
that her own near-blindness was no obstacle to her clearly visiting 
the past through her minds eye. 

She told us how, sometime in or around 1928, her parents had 
bought a farm near the main road that lay between Freeling and 
Kapunda in the Barossa Valley. They were very good friends of a 
neighboring Irish Catholic farming family called Meaney. My 
mother’s elder brother was later to marry one of their nieces. 

On several occasions the Meaneys held “lively social func- 
tions" at their home; my mother was fifteen or sixteen, which 
placed these events sometime in 1931 or 1932. She remembers the 
adventure of having to cross a swollen Light River one night in 
order to get there. 

On each of these occasions Dr Becker (known to everyone as 
Heini) was present: so too was his future wife. 

My mothers story faltered; she wondered if her name was 
Monica. When corrected she pushed on. 

She remembered with a laugh that there was one occasion 
when someone produced a large German metwurst or other con- 
tinental sausage and Becker, brandishing a sharp kitchen knife, 
theatrically announced to the party that he found it “necessary to 
operate on this beast” and proceeded to carve it up with great flair. 

My mother described him as “short, stout and quite solid and 
very pleasant’. 

He enjoyed a beer and dancing and was always cheerful and 
sociable. He seemed to be “very well accepted”. 

She remembered, too, that Mona Price from Paskeville (on 
the northern part of Yorke Peninsula) was tall and elegant and 
very attractive. Mona was a good friend of a relative of the 
Meaneys by the name of Mary (Molly) Leahy, whose family oper- 
ated the St Vincent Hotel business at Glenelg, these days known 
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as the Jetty Hotel. 


My mother knew nothing of Dr Becker's other life until after 
the war when the story broke in the newspapers and on radio. 


From Gary Gumpl and Richard Kleinig 
Adelaide, March 2007 


When we commenced this project, we probably treated it as 
most others would have: we conducted our initial research in the 
belief that Dr Becker and his cohort were men who were Nazis 
and, by virtue of that alone, deserved what they got. It was not 
long before we were shocked out of our complacency and came to 
an understanding that we, as children growing up in this country, 
had been force-fed on propaganda of our own Establishment. The 
story that unfolded made us feel uneasy about a number of 
assumptions upon which we had been nurtured. 

In February 1947 a reporter from an Adelaide newspaper, who 
visited the Freeling Hotel, asked Dr Becker to discuss his case and 
the recent decision of the Federal Government to deport and repa- 
triate him to Germany. 


Becker had replied: 


“I may tell you the story some day, but not now.” 


He never delivered. He was wise, because no one would have 
been listening. This is an attempt to tell it for him. 

While Becker’s story was the principal focus of our attention, 
we soon realised that it was one that necessarily involved a number 
of other people from the social and political milieu in which 
Becker moved and worked, both in the city and country. 

For a time he was the German Nazi Party’s Confidential Agent 
in the District of Australia and later became the anointed Leader 
of the Country Circle, which meant that he was the principal 
organiser of the Party in this country. 

But the other people included the grise eminence Hermann 
Homburg, a cultured intellectual, lawyer and politician and for- 
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mer Attorney-General of his State, and Heinrich Krawinkel, his 
son-in-law, an Adelaide businessman. Both of them suffered at the 
hands of the authorities as a result of having known Becker and 
having dealt with him, sometimes in only the slightest of ways. 

There were also men like Fritz Homburg and Monsy Schulz, 
two well known identities and businessmen from Tanunda, the 
Barossa Valley town where Becker had settled, raised a family and 
practised medicine: they also suffered for their acquaintance and 
dealings with him. 

These four Australian men happened to cover the spectrum of 
German origins, from those who had been born locally of German 
parents to those who were born in Germany and had been natu- 
ralised as Australian citizens. 

Finally, there were recent German immigrants, including 
Ernst Starke, Wilhelm Abel, Walter Bartsch and Olaf Bohlens who 
retained their nationality (like Becker) and, by virtue of that, their 
membership of the Nazi Party. And there was Willy Bock, a hard- 
working German national who refused to join the Party, despite 
Becker’s blandishments, but still paid a heavy price. 


“The Hitler Club” was the name given to Becker's outfit by 
the Secret Service spy codenamed A4 and adopted by other 
Security operatives; it described the organisation perfectly. Unlike 
the ubiquitous, well-organised villains in Nazi Germany, in 
Australia the group that assembled under the swastika was little 
more than a fraternity of expatriates bemoaning the humiliations 
of Versailles and barracking for a team, led by Hitler, that was 
going to win back the trophy. It was a tiny body of sundry 
Germans meeting in a far-off land that had no real power and 
never pretended to exercise any. Indeed, Becker himself considered 
it as a club. During his deportation hearing, the following question 
and answer is recorded on page 13 of the official transcript: 


Mr Norris: ‘Are you serious in saying that you, as the spokesman of 
the party in Australia, regarded yourself as a sort of President of a 
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social club?’ 


Becker: ‘Yes.’ 


Common to nearly all of the men mentioned was the local 
network of the Australian Security Service’s spies. Not least among 
these was A4, a Tanunda man of German descent who, along with 
his wife and son, passionately hated Germans and all things 
Germanic, and was determined to spy on their every move and 
report them to the authorities. 

Then there was the near-common thread of Count Felix von 
Luckner, a feted German naval hero from the First World War, 
whom the Australian authorities considered to be an opportunistic 
Nazi spy. As with Becker himself, any dealings with von Luckner 
meant immediate suspicion of one’s political loyalties. 

All these men, tainted by the Federal Government for know- 
ing or dealing with Becker and his kind, lost their liberty and 
livelihoods, not because of any criminal act imagined or commit- 
ted by them but because of their national origin, the language they 
spoke and the affection or admiration they held for a German 
homeland which was newly emerging from the humiliating ashes 
of World War I. 

There was, of course, Dr Becker himself, a man whose drive 
and personality overshadowed all the others. His life was rich, pic- 
aresque and multi-faceted. He was a fearless preacher for his cause. 
But he was much more than just a Nazi operative. He was an irre- 
pressible and self-assured impresario who at times could irritate 
others because of his smart-alec ways: he had in abundance what 
Jews call chutzpah. Even if one could not be sympathetic to his 
political beliefs, one had to respect his doggedness in seeking to 
preach them. 

He lived in Australia for a little over twenty years, of which 
arly seven were spent in internment camps. In the remaining 
thirteen years he graduated to a reasonably high office in the Nazi 
Party, from which he was ultimately dismissed; he was litigious 


before it was fashionable, through which he won a landmark High 
Court libel action and won 


ne 


and lost other court proceedings; he 
built up a lucrative medical practice and lost it; he took on the 
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might of the British Establishment in Australia and failed; he 
became a bankrupt and a failed airline entrepreneur; he raised and 
lost a family and was revered by a large section of the Barossa 
Valley community where he made his home; he also made enemies 
of some of his own kind, as well as the Australian authorities. 

By the time he was deported from Australia he was seen by 
many, through the distorting prisms of political opportunism and 
the press, as Public Enemy No.1. However, he had ceased to be a 
Party official in 1936 and had been suspended from the Party in 
1941: by the time of his departure from Australia he had effective- 
ly not been a Nazi for eleven years, yet no credit was accorded to 
him for that. 

Nor was Becker given any credit for his cooperation with the 
authorities and general good behaviour. 

In 1947, at the height of the anti-Becker frenzy, he continued 
to be branded as Australia’s No. 1 Nazi: what hope did he have to 


plead his case and get a fair hearing? 


As our research pushed on we were impressed by the parallels 
between Beckers case and those of political detainees in 
Guantanamo Bay. He, like them, was a foreign national in a for- 
eign land that prided itself on its legal system yet where the rule of 
law seemed to peter out. All that mattered was that might and 
brute force prevailed. 

Initially, we had approached the archival material in the naïve 
belief that the Australian authorities would not have treated Becker 
in such a drastic fashion, unless they had some compelling evi- 
dence implicating him and his cohort in behaviour that was at least 
preparatory to the commission of serious criminal offending. We 
were looking for the fabled smoking gun. 

In a state of disbelief we examined the material again and 
again, testing each other to make sure that we were not overlook- 
ing the obvious or the devious. Our legal training had not 
equipped us to believe that important, public decision-making 
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could be based on calumny, lies and information that seemed to 
lack any quality assurance. We were being confronted by the legal- 
ly and ethically unthinkable: the case against Becker was a will-o- 
the-wisp. 

At the end of the day — assuming that we had been correctly 
advised that we were in possession of every relevant file on our sub- 
jects — we had to admit that the authorities held nothing of signif- 
icance in relation to any of the men in whom we took an interest. 

The involvement of a Federal judicial officer in the farcical 
process that led to Becker's deportation was a matter which aroused 
feelings of great unease: a judicial officer, moreover, who purport- 
ed to make findings against a man that were not based on any real 
or conclusive evidence, almost in violation of his judicial oath. 

What was also truly shocking to us was the way the Returned 
Servicemen’s League and the press, like some thuggish tag-team 
wrestling pair, seemed to collude in delivering Beckers coup de 
grace. They seemed to be little better than agents of a vindictive 
Establishment. 

Becker was a man with feet of clay and we know that. But 
whenever he had fallen foul of Australian law he had made rapid 
and full amends. Again, his commendable personal history in that 
regard was totally ignored. 


Dr Becker was arguably one of the most significant figures in 
the turbulent social history of South Australia during the 1930s. 
The German writer von Clausewitz once famously observed that 
war was: 


cç . . . . » 
...the continuation of state policy with other means. 


Decker, in some respects, waged his private version of state 
policy by other means, after the inconclusive Great War, against 
the same enemy (Britain). To aid this quest he became an official 
of the Party which came to exercise total control of the Third Reich 
and the New Germany. Any struggle in which he might become 
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engaged could then be viewed in a grander, or more symbolic, light 
as a reflection of the one being waged in peacetime between two 
sworn enemy nations. 

To fortify his plan he sought to enlist comrades from an over- 
seas German enclave. But he misread, or badly misunderstood the 
lie of the land and, though he won some battles, Becker compre- 
hensively lost his private war. 

The branding of him and his associates as Nazi, by the British 
and Australian authorities (which really amounted to the same 
thing), had the shorthand convenience of thwarting rational 
thought and irrefutably proving to the world that these men were 
no better than diabolical brutes. They did not deserve to have 
extended to them basic human rights, natural justice or even plain 
decency. 

The price for Dr Becker, his family and associates was tragical- 
ly high. Surmounting these personal considerations, Australias 
sense and system of justice and fair play were placed on trial and 
found to be wanting. 


As Dr Martin Luther King once wrote: 


“.. injustice anywhere is a threat to justice everywhere.” 


If Australia’s self-belief in the integrity of that sense and system 
are to survive unharmed, the Becker saga should not be forgotten. 
And in some small way perhaps this book may right the wrongs 
that were visited upon so many innocents through their unfair and 
unnecessary internment and the ridicule they had to bear on 
account of their ancestry. 
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l 
Cedar Breaks 


...may I enjoy life and art, be respected while I live and remem- 
bered with affection thereafter. May I always act so as to preserve the 
finest traditions of my calling and may I long experience the joy of 
healing those who seek my help. 

Excerpt from the Hippocratic Oath 
(A Modern Version 1964) 


Sydney Harbour 
Wednesday 26 November 1947 


The Cedar Breaks left Walsh Bay near the Harbour Bridge, at 
1600 hours, en route to Balboa in the Panama Canal Zone. 

She was a type-I2 oil tanker of 10,400 tons displacement 
which had been built in Oregon, in the United States, only three 
years before. 

Her master was Captain Danielson. 

As she made way one of the main pumps started to malfunc- 
don and the Captain decided to undertake the necessary repairs 
before the ship left che sanctuary of the harbour. 

The ship hove to on the approach to the Heads, at the bank 
between Watson's Bay and Chowder Bay. 


The giant General Electric engines were kept running; the ves- 
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sel rose and fell above the swell. 

A maintenance crew was summoned by radio from the shore 
and brought with them the spare parts that were required by the 
Chief Engineer. The repairs seemed to take an eternity. 

At about 2300hours the Second Mate noticed an unfamiliar 
young man walking in a furtive fashion away from the ships gal- 
ley. He accosted him and discovered that he had tucked a loaf of 
bread under his loose jumper. 

"I'm sorry but I’m so goddamned hungry,” the young man 
spluttered with embarrassment. 

He was escorted to the Captain’s cabin and asked to explain 
who he was and what he was doing. He identified himself as 
Donald Carl Baker, aged 22 years from Los Angeles, California. 

He had been in Australia for six months and had heard that 
the Cedar Breaks needed a quartermaster. So on the Monday he 
had gone to the ship and lied to the Chief Mate that he had been 
signed on by the agents. The Chief Mate had believed him and 
immediately put him on watch. But Baker knew that someone 
would eventually get wise; the next day he went into hiding on 
board in the for’ard rope locker. 

He stayed there until the ship embarked. He waited until he 
thought the time was sufficient to allow the ship to get clear of the 
harbour and out to open sea. 

By now he was famished and had to get food. He was not 
aware that the ship had simply hove to; her running engines and 
the swell led him to believe that she had made way and he was safe. 

Captain Danielson was highly amused by this. He pitied the 
young stowaway — who said how he was homesick and longed to 
see his girlfiend again — and gave him a shot of whisky and a ciga- 
rette. 

But the Captain’s suspicions had been aroused. While in port 
his ship had been searched by the New South Wales Police, virtu- 
ally on a daily basis. It had been searched twice only the day before. 

He ordered the crew to make a fresh search of the entire ship. 

It was not long before his suspicions paid dividends. A 23 year 
old Australian seaman named Simmons, and another American 
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named Milligan, aged 26, were soon located and escorted to 
Danielson, 

But there was a fourth man who had been found in the aft rope 
locker amongst the paint, tarpaulins, spare ropes and other equip- 
ment; when brought into the Captains presence he was wearing a 
grey felt hat and a crumpled blue, pin-striped suit. He was sport- 
ing a five o'clock shadow. He was of medium height (about 170cm 
or 5'8" tall) and light frame and build with grey-blue eyes and a 
severe haircut; his hair was receding and greying at the temples. 

When the Captain asked who he was the man reportedly 
clicked his heels and replied very loudly, "I am Becker". 

. He then muttered something in German. Baker did not know 
what he said but one witness thought he recognised Deutschland 
Ueber Alles. 

Danielson told him that the Australian authorities were 
searching for him; Becker began to plead his case. He and the 
Captain then took their conversation into an adjacent room. Baker 
said he heard the sum of £1000 mentioned “to take me to 
Panama." 

The two men shortly returned and Baker said he saw Becker 
handling a bulging wallet. The Captain offered him a glass of 
whisky. By now Becker was quite distraught and began to break 
down. He denied that he was a Nazi and said that he had left the 
Party in 1930. 

In the Captain’s cabin one of the crew recognised Becker as a 
man who, while wearing sunglasses, had offered him £500 on the 
preceding Friday if he succeeded in smuggling him to Panama. 

Becker then went on to lament how he was very unlucky to be 
caught and muttered, “my poor wife and children’. 

The Captain ordered that the shore Police be contacted and 
the patrol launch Adastrea was dispatched. 


Australia’s most wanted man and Public Enemy Number 1, 


Herr Doctor (med.) Johannes Heinrich Becker MD MS 
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(Marburg), was back in custody. 

The arresting officer, Sergeant Van Wouwe, questioned Becker 
in the German language and feared that he might try to commit 
suicide. He stripped him of his clothes, including even his socks, 
and searched him for any hidden weapons or poison: it was report- 
ed that he may have had a poison phial, such as leading Nazis in 
Germany carried for use in case of capture. 

Becker submitted quietly upon his arrest, but struggled when 
he was handcuffed before being taken on to the Police launch. He 
protested and again struggled, trying to shield his face, when press 
photographers were waiting at the Police car on shore and again 
when Becker alighted at the Phillip Street Police Station. 

The Police statement to the press was to the effect that his 
recapture was a one in one thousand chance, because ships rarely 
stopped before the Heads to carry out repairs. 

The Cedar Breaks eventually continued on its way and cleared 
the Heads at about 0130 hours. 

The press hysteria was about to be cranked up; the hour of the 
bogeyman had come. What followed was not so much an expul- 
sion as an exorcism. 


Now, consider events five and a half years later... 


Becker v Becker 


In the Matrimonial Causes Jurisdiction 
Supreme Court of South Australia 
Before Mr Justice Abbott 

Tuesday 19th of May 1955 


Mr E. McLaughlin for the Petitioner 
Mr V.C. Matison for the Respondent 


Mr McLaughlin called Mona Gertrude Becker to give evi- 


dence. 


She told the Court that her maiden surname was Price and 
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how she had met her future husband in Tanunda shortly after his 
arrival in South Australia in September 1927. They had been mar- 
ried in St Stephen’s Lutheran Church in Adelaide on Monday the 
22nd of August 1932. 

There were two children of the marriage: Heinrich Thomas 
Becker and Marlene Elli Becker who were, at the time of the hear- 
ing, aged respectively eighteen and sixteen years. 

When Mrs Becker met her future husband he was making his 
living practising medicine. 

She related how he had been interned on Monday the 4th of 
September 1939 and was finally released on the 9th of July 1946. 
Since his deportation to Germany on the 30th of November 1947, 
she had not heard of or from him. 

Up until 1939 their relationship had been a reasonably happy 
one. But as far as she was concerned there was something that led 
to unhappiness and that was her husband’s active part in Nazism 
and his arrogant attitude. 

She had registered her complaint to him, before his intern- 
ment, about the Nazi attitude. She let him know that she was not 
very happy with it. When her husband was interned she immedi- 
ately went to live with her sister Hilda (who had been married to 
Jack Daly the licensee of a hotel) in Freeling and had lived there, 
with the children, ever since. 

She did not know that her husband was a Nazi, or involved 
with the Party, before their marriage. 

She related how the Medical Board refused him the right to 
practise medicine in 1938; after that he did not earn any money 
and she had supported him. When her parents died they had left 
her with a little money, but when the War started she had to work 
as a domestic for her sister at the hotel in Freeling. From her wages 
she would occasionally send some money to her husband for com- 
forts in the Internment Camps. 

When he was released in July 1946 he came to Freeling to live 
with the family. She was ready to be a wife to him and go on with 
the marriage. He lived with them for about three months. 


However, on the 27th of September 1946 they had had a big 
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argument when he had struck her, resulting in her having two 
black eyes. The argument was really over a trivial matter. But he 
would get upset over apparently nothing. 

She had asked him to clean the children’s shoes before they 
went to school. He refused to do it as it “would soil his hands”. She 
said that because she had soiled her hands for both him and the 
children for a long time it seemed so little for him to do. He lost 
his temper and hit her. 

On the next day, he told her that he had made arrangements 
to leave for Tanunda and he said that she could not come with 
him. He said that he had arranged to live in a single room in a pri- 
vate house and gave no reasons for these new plans. His attitude 
was so arrogant that it was almost impossible to talk with him. 

On the next day a car called for him and he left. 

About two weeks later he rang her and asked her for money. 
She went to Tanunda and saw him but gave him none. He was 
then living with a Mr and Mrs John in a private house. 

Her husband never told her why he needed the money. He 
certainly never mentioned the fact that he was facing deportation. 
He had wanted as much money as she could give but he did not 
say why he wanted it. 

She did not see him after that; she read something later about 
him in the newspaper, and his having been found on a ship in 
Sydney. He had never written to her but had written to the chil- 
dren occasionally. They were just short letters posted from Bremen 
in Germany. 

Mr McLaughlin then called a witness, Trevor John Daly, who 
was a barman at the Freeling Hotel and Mrs Beckers nephew. He 
confirmed the details of Dr Becker’s departure from Freeling. 

He also had never seen or heard from him since that time. 

Having heard the testimony, Mr Justice Abbott pronounced a 
decree nisi of dissolution on the ground of desertion. The Judge 
found that Becker had unlawfully and without just cause deserted 
Mona and had left her continuously so deserted. 

Mona was awarded custody of the children. 

The question of Becker’s liability to pay maintenance for her 
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and the children was reserved to another time for a Master of the 
Supreme Court. 

This was the version the Court heard without any input from 
Becker and one that was false in several important respects, as will 
become clear later. 

In his last utterance in an Australian Court, through his coun- 
sel Victor Matison (a future Chief Magistrate of the State and, 
ironically, a Jew), the Respondent said that he did not intend to 
prosecute the defence. 

It was Becker’s contention that, as he was domiciled in 
Germany, any order that His Honour may make would not oper- 
ate in Private International Law and therefore he was not con- 
cerned in anything that would take place in an Australian Court. 


Adelaide 
Saturday, 23rd of May 1953 


Four days after the divorce, in the Adelaide newspaper Truth, 
the Nazi issue needed a reworking. The writer did not spare the 


florid prose: 


“Echoes of the fanatical Nazi era when the poisonous tentacles 
of Hitlerism clutched the world in a stranglehold and were nurtured 
in the Barossa Valley town of Tanunda by a certain arrogant Dr 
Johannes Heinrich Becker reverberated in Adelaide Supreme Court 
this week during an exceptional divorce action. 

Becker, or Herr Doktor as he was more commonly known dur- 
ing those days when the shadow of the swastika menaced civilization, 
is no stranger to South Australians. 

An unregistered medico who practised quackery freely until 
ordered to stop by the Medical Boards in 1938 and a devout Nazi, he 
earned almost unprecedented notoriety during his years here... 

When as he hoped the Third Reich smashed the world into sub- 
mission and crushed it beneath a jack-booted, iron-shod heel, he 
openly aspired to be Gauleiter, if not of the Commonwealth then at 
least of South Australia.” 


Now, go back to just after the War was over... 
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Soldiers’ Memorial Hall, Tanunda 


Monday, 10th of September 1945 


Over four hundred townspeople of Tanunda and the sur- 
rounding districts met to discuss recent articles in The News, a 
daily newspaper of State-wide circulation. 

The Chairman of the Tanunda District Council, Mr B.H. 
Teusner MP, convened, opened and addressed the meeting, which 
was covered virtually verbatim by a reporter from Tanundas own 
paper the Barossa News. 

On the 5th and 6th of September 1945, The News had car- 
ried stories of Nazism in the Tanunda area. They caused such a stir 
that the District Council of Tanunda and the Tanunda Progress 
Association made representations in high places to have the stories 
retracted with apology, or supplemented by more accurate and less 
sensationalist reportage. [he Federal Minister of Information and 
the State Attorney-General were also contacted to relay the depth 
of feeling that had been aroused. 

The articles had asserted that for twelve years before the 
Second World War commenced the Confidential Agent of the 
German Nazi Party had had his headquarters in Tanunda. It was 
said that the first local (i.e. Australian) branch of the Party had 
been formed in Tanunda and that Tanunda was well known to 
contain many Nazi supporters whose subversive activities early in 
1940 were officially considered to constitute the gravest menace to 
national and State security. 

One reason for concern was that there were so few troops left 
to guard local installations in the State, and that sabotage was a 
possibility. Moreover, the feeling and mood of the locals at the 
time (including Australian-born Germans) were running high. 

The articles also told how one family, which had come from 
Germany three generations ago, had had their heads and loyalties 
turned by the successful propaganda work of the local Nazi offi- 
cials. They told also of how vast quantities of arms and .303 





The Hitler Club 


ammunition (two million rounds were mentioned) were hidden in 
caches in the area, impliedly in advance of an insurrection. 

But, most sensationally, there was the revelation that there 
existed photographs of Nazis taken beside a Nazi flag on a road 
outside Tanunda. 

The meeting was then asked to consider the material and 
other contributions made by the town for the prosecution of the 
war effort. Figures were supplied on enlistments, War Loan sub- 
scriptions, Voluntary Patriotic Fund collections, Schools’ Patriotic 
efforts, Red Cross Society works, evacuee quarterings, billeting of 
troops and so on. 

A number of motions were put and passed and it was agreed 
that the resolutions were to be put before the responsible Federal 
and State authorities. Copies were also to be forwarded to The 
News. 

The first resolution read: 


“That this representative meeting of citizens of Tanunda and dis- 
trict emphatically protests against the unjust imputations of disloyal- 
ty made against them by the prominent publication of articles in the 


Adelaide News of the 5th and 6th September 1945.” 


The fifth one read: 


“That The News be requested to assist in having the “pictures of 
Nazis taken beside a Nazi flag outside Tanunda” referred to in The 
News of the 5th September 1945, produced to the District Council 


of Tanunda for inspection.” 


Several speakers were prominent throughout the meeting. 
One, a Dr Juttner urged: 


“You have got to get these facts of Tanundas war effort put 
before the public who have read this nasty piece of work, these arti- 
cles that stink to high heaven. You have got to try and get the facts 
before the public, so that they can weigh those facts against those 
doubtful things and against the innuendoes that attack them.” 


Another, Mr Fritz Homburg, formerly for 20 years a 
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Chairman of the District Council of Tanunda, said: 


“Was it justified that some authority should assert that people in 
this district were going to be influenced by Nazi sympathizers and 
attempt to destroy essential installations, buildings and power hous- 
es? The whole thing is absolutely fantastic, unjust and unfair.” 


Yet another speaker, a Dr Altmann remarked: 


“The suggestion that two million rounds of .303 ammunition 
was held in our district is such a fantastic one that a person having 


only a slight knowledge of military affairs would even regard it as 
ridiculous.” 


A local business man, Mr J.EW. (Monsy) Schulz, called for the 
article about the photographs of Nazis to be read again and it was. 
Mr von Bertouch then astounded the meeting with: 


"I have seen that photo and seeing that the war is over I think 


we should let sleeping dogs lie.” 


Mr Schulz nonetheless insisted that the photo should be pro- 
duced and Mr von Bertouch deferred to the will of the meeting. 

A telegram from the Minister for Information in Canberra was 
read out: 


“My knowledge of Tanunda people convinces me that sweeping 
allegations, which include attacks on first, second and even third gen- 


erations of born Australians, to be without foundation and grossly 
unfair.” 


On the following day The News wrote a lengthy editorial jus- 
tifying its actions. 
It harked back to December 1943 when it had been given a 


statement by the then Deputy-Director of Federal Security in 
Adelaide and had published its concerns in these terms: 


“Fifth columnists and spies — they were one and the same thing 
— began to arrive in Australia and South Australia from Germ 
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Those who came to this State quickly established themselves and 
formed a local branch of the Nazi Party. Their first meeting place was 
at Tanunda. 

Then they moved to the Vienna Café, Widows’ Fund Building, 
Grenfell Street and eventually to the German Club in Flinders Street. 

The party meeting places in South Australia were draped with 
Nazi flags and sashes. A six-foot photograph of Hitler held pride of 
place. 

Here the Nazis sang their songs to the glorification of Germany, 
songs such as Deutschland ueber Alles, intoxicated themselves with 
chanting “I believe in Germany...until victory is ours.” 

And they made plans for the eventual conquest of Australia, and 
the British Empire. They even went so far as to design a new Australia 
flag — being kind enough to leave us the Southern Cross.” 


On the 16th of July 1946 the Federal (Acting) Attorney- 


General was moved to write in respect of the photograph: 


“Tt is true that the Security Service holds a photograph of eight 
men standing beside a tree on which the Nazi flag is prominently dis- 
played and inquiries have established the fact that the photograph was 
taken at a Sunday afternoon picnic on a road near Tanunda in 1934 
but there is no evidence to show, nor has it ever been alleged by the 
Security Service, that any of the persons in the photograph was a res- 
ident of Tanunda or of the Tanunda district.” 


He concluded that no good purpose would be served by mak- 
ing it available for inspection by the Tanunda District Council. 
Then, a year later, .. 


Soldiers’ Memorial Hall, Tanunda 
Tuesday, 3rd of September 1946 


Two hundred Tanunda residents returned to hear the results of 
their protests. 

The Chairman, again Mr Teusner MP, read out correspon- 
dence on the matter and said that the Federal Government had 
made investigations into the matters and gave an answer that 
proved the reports had been “unwarranted and pernicious.” No 
one else spoke. 
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Mr leusner then showed a letter of the 29th of August 1946 
from the same Acting Federal Attorney-General which said, in 
part: 


"At no time was there any reason for believing that there was any 
danger of an uprising in South Australia. There were comparatively 
few Nazi sympathizers in the whole of South Australia, and they were 
interned. In spite of their activities, the second and third generation 
born Australians in the Tanunda district, by their voluntary enlist- 
ments and war efforts, proved themselves as loyal as any other section 
of the community throughout Australia." 


There the matter ended. 
Eight years later... 


Lutheran Church, Gawler 
Saturday, 30th of January1954 


Mona Becker married Ernst Albert (Sonny) Thomas, who was 
six years her junior. Neither would entertain the idea of solemnis- 
ing their marriage in Tanunda. 

Sonny Thomas was a school teacher in the South Australian 
Education Department. He had formerly served as a member of 
the Royal Australian Air Force during the Second World War, 
when he flew a number of missions as a tail-gunner in Lancaster 
bombers. He had enlisted at Adelaide in August 1941 and was 
finally discharged in the September of 1945, when he was a Flying 
Officer at the Air Gunners School. His active service had been 
almost exclusively in England, from which his airplanes made their 
bombing raids, principally on the Ruhr and Berlin. 

In a story entitled "The Long, The Short & The Tall’ (1996) 
Sonnys pilot, Flight Lieutenant David Pearce, told the story of 
their exploits on the 3rd and 4th of December 1943, during a 
night raid over the target of Leipzig. 


They took off from a base in Lincolnshire, England. When the 
bomber force was about 130 kilometres west of Berlin: 
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"Sonny shouts, "Skipper dive, dive, dive port". I slam the con- 
trol column forward, bank and kick on rudder, replying “Diving 
port. 

With a full bomb load and already at maximum ceiling the air- 
craft plunges down in a spiral to port. Sonny's guns chatter, the air- 
craft vibrates with the recoil, the smell of cordite permeates through- 
out the fuselage, tracer from the German FW 190 passes inches above 
my head and I watch it fascinated as I dive even harder. I move the 
aileron control to bank to starboard and I call, "Rolling starboard" to 
follow the standard corkscrew drill...Sonny keeps firing short bursts 
at the FW 190 but it's first diving attack at [our plane]has scored a hit 
even as it was gathering speed in it’s headlong plunge to port. At 
almost the same instant Sonny scores a series of hits on the FW 190 
and it too plunges earthwards... The fate of the FW 190 is unknown. 
It is certain that it was hit by Sonny’s gun-fire but it was seen no 
more..." 


His exploits were the subject of several commendations; his 
quick thinking and athleticism literally saved his plane on several 
occasions. 

Although the number and quality of his various flying mis- 
sions probably qualified him to be the recipient of a Distinguished 
Flying Cross, neither he nor any member of his crew received one. 
Rightly or wrongly, Sonny always attributed this oversight to his 
own ancestry: both his parents (his father was called Adolph) had 
been born in Germany. What makes Mona and Sonnys relation- 
ship particularly interesting, in the context of Becker’s own story, 
is that they had an affair whilst Becker was interned and still very 
much married to Mona — but more about that later. 

Sonny became the headmaster at Stone Hut, a small town in 
the mid-north of South Australia, as well as at other country post- 
ings. 

Sonny and Mona eventually retired to the sleepy seaside town 
of Port Broughton, to the north of Adelaide, on the eastern shore- 
line of Spencer Gulf. 


Throughout these times, Dr Becker longed to be reunited 
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with his former wife and his children. But he had been deported 
and was never to see them again. 
As far as Australia was concerned, he had ceased to exist. 
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German Settlement 


It is curious, all the same, that our soft-hearted bourgeoisie has 
never shed any tears over the two or three hundred thousand Germans, 
who, each year, were compelled to leave their homeland, nor over those 
among them who elected to go to Australia, and of whom 75 per cent 
used to die en route. 


Adolf Hitler: Table Talk 15 May 1942 


At the outset, it is essential to paint the backdrop, in both 
Germany and South Australia, against which Johannes Heinrich 
Becker and his associates were born, developed and laboured. They 
came to live in Australia during a period of unprecedented turmoil 
and reform, and even revolution, in their fatherland. They brought 
with them values that had been largely inculcated by war and post- 
war civil strife. 

They came to a land where German émigrés had lived for 
nearly a century, cosseted and protected from the upheavals which 
were ravaging Europe; a land where they had led their simple, con- 
servative lives of quiet desperation in a cultural, spiritual and intel- 
lectual cocoon. 

Becker and his kind were to be their shock of the new and a 
resurgent Germany, somewhat naively, saw such a backwater as 
something of a recruiting ground. 
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The German people who settled in Australia did so for many 
reasons that have already been well-documented. 

The initial impetus arose from their desire to seek religious or 
devotional freedom. Once word got back to the homeland, others 
joined the flow which probably reached its highpoint in the late 
1840s and early 1850s. Those who came later did so largely for 
economic reasons and a natural desire for self-betterment. 

These economic considerations, coupled with discontentment 
with Germany’s political setting, especially applied to a small, but 
significant, wave of German nationals who arrived after Australian 
restrictions on German immigration were lifted in 1925. 

Those settlers who came here earliest left behind a Germany 
which was a patchwork of kingdoms, principalities and fiefdoms. 
A politically and economically unified Germany did not really arise 
until after 1871, under the incalculable influence of Bismarck. Up 
until then the word “Prussian” had been the preferred epithet. 

Mingled with this wave of emigrants were Sorbs or, to use 
their own preferred name, Wends from the areas known as Lower 
and Upper Lusatia (or Lausitz) which lie to the south-east and 
south of Berlin, located in and around the principal Gothic cities 
of Cottbus and Bautzen. These settlements are located on the 
River Spree, which continues its journey through Berlin (which 
was itself originally a Wendish settlement). These people were of 
Slavic, not Aryan, origin and had fought (and are still fighting) 
something of a losing battle to retain their own language, culture, 
customs and distinct ethnic identity. 

George Fife Angas, one of the key figures in the story of South 
Australia’s foundation and German emigration to it, had described 
the first wave of settlers as: 


“sober, pious, moral, and industrious Germans.” 


Even in South Australia, the Wendish folk continued the almost 
inevitable process of their assimilation into the German communi- 
ty, losing their unique language and identity along the way. They ini- 
tially married into German families: they have rightly been called 
South Australia’s “forgotten immigrants.” (Endnote No. 1) 
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Tanunda 


When the First World War erupted in 1914, the percentage of 
Germans (in the widest sense of the word) was approximately 10% 
of the South Australian population, compared to 3 or 4% in some 
other states, such as New South Wales and Queensland. 

Australian official displeasure with the perceived political loy- 
alties of South Australian Germans had not been a public issue 
until the time of the Boer War (1899-1902), when the local 
Germans, through their press as well as in private, started to 
express views on the matter which were favourable to the Boers 
and were not altogether complimentary to the British Crown. 
Even so, by the time of the publication of the magisterial two-vol- 
ume “The Cyclopedia of South Australia” (Volume I was pub- 
lished in 1907, Volume II in 1909) any controversy seemed to 
have been consigned to the past. 

The Cyclopedia was, and still is, a vivid snapshot of the State 
in all its manifestations, whether they were urban or rural, politi- 
cal, legal, professional, ecclesiastical, mercantile, cultural or what- 
ever. It was itself a glory of South Australia’s past. It brimmed with 
photographs of mustachioed and mutton-chopped and bearded 
burghers, politicians, judges and magistrates, doctors and dentists, 
pastoralists and tradesmen, artisans and philanthropists — and 
there was hardly a woman to be seen in the entire smug and self- 
satisfied gallery. 

The writer had a lot of good things to say about the principal 
town of South Australia’s German settlement, namely Tanunda (a 
word of Aboriginal origin meaning “watering hole” or “an abun- 
dance of wild fowl in a creek”). This is located in the Barossa 
Valley, approximately 70 kilometres (or 43 miles) north-east of 
Adelaide, at the very heart of what was quickly to become, and 

remains to this day, Australias premier wine-making region. As 


The Cyclopedia observed: 
“Numerically and in other respects Tanunda ranks as one of the 


most important towns in South Australia. Its population is about a 
thousand, by far the great majority being Germans... having from the 


if 








The Hitler Club 





first been occupied by a thrifty and industrious class bears unmistak- 
able evidence of the prosperity which accompanies those characteris- 
tics. It was originally the home of German immigrants, who exhibit- 
ed their love for the Fatherland by reproducing it, as far as possible, 
in the new country, and the effect has been permanent. It is to be seen 
in the names on the signboards, in the architecture of the dwellings, 
the vehicles and implements in use on the farms, the tools of work- 
men in various trades, and the method of working. German is the lan- 
guage in constant use, though English is spoken also, and the weekly 
newspaper published in the town is in that tongue. It has often been 
remarked that Germans make excellent colonists, and the history of 
Tanunda, with the surrounding country, may be appealed to in justi- 
fication of the statement. The people are as loyal to the flag under 
which they are protected and as observant of the laws of the country 
as if they were Anglo-Saxons and their progenitors had been subject 
for generations to no other than British rule. While they have success- 
fully and without much difficulty adapted themselves to our condi- 
tions, they retain a certain conservative attachment to customs, tradi- 
tions, language, and worship...instead of being merged into or 
absorbed by the general population as would be the case were they 
only a small fraction of the whole, there is no such influence to pro- 


duce that result.” (Volume II pp.320 -321) 


Whether the latter part of this commentary was an observa- 
tion, an exhortation or a dearly cherished hope it was to be sorely 
challenged over the next ensuing thirty years. 

In 1935 a visiting journalist from the eastern seaboard wrote 
his impressions: 


“The little town of Tanunda, centre of Germanism in South 
Australia, before the war called “Little Berlin’, an extension of 
Langmeil founded by Kavel: what an enchanting landscape reveals 
itself to the eye when one drives there through the gorge of the 
Barossa ranges coming from Adelaide. Vineyards everywhere. On the 


right the Kaiserstuhl to which the war gave the name of Mount 
Kitchener.” 


The name “Barossa” was itself a cartographer’s misspelling for 
“Barrosa” (or hill of roses), a village on the south-west coast of 
Spain’s Andalusia. It was named in 1837 by Colonel William 
Light, South Australia's first Surveyor-General. 

By 1947, when a Federal Census was conducted, the popula- 
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tion of the township of Tanunda and its hinterland was a little over 


2.000 souls. 


The State Emblem 


As an aside, the writer in The Cyclopedia could also have gone 
on to describe the curious history of the origin of the State of 
South Australias Piping Shrike emblem, which to this day appears 
on the State’s own flag, other official livery and on official corre- 
spondence. 

The Piping Shrike depicts a spread-winged, pied bird which 
has been variously called a white-backed magpie or (erroneously) a 
pied lark. 

One Frances Illert received her early training as an artist (along 
with the German Hans Heysen and others) at the Norwood Art 
School under Sir James Ashton and at the Adelaide School of 
Design under Harry Gill. In the late 1890s she used the Consular 
Seal of Maximillian Ferdinand Weidenbach as the basis for her 
design for a State emblem. Weidenbach was, from 1849 to 1854, 
the first Prussian Consul in Adelaide and the Seal bore the King of 
Prussias Eagle. 

Gill had some students modify Illert's original design and sub- 
mitted it to the Government for adoption in his own name. It was 
finally accepted by the authorities and proclaimed in the 
Government Gazette on the 14th of January 1904. Gill’s final 
design in 1910 most closely resembled the Prussian Eagle, even 
down to the direction of its head and the number of feathers 
depicted on each wing. 


The Homburg Clan 


Of course, not all German settlers gravitated permanently to 
the rural centres of the State. There were those like the urbane 
Homburg family. Its patriarch was Robert about whom The 
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Cyclo ped ia observed: 


“A strong infusion of the Teutonic element has consequently 
pervaded every department of public life. Germans have taken high 
positions in the learned professions, industrial and commercial enter- 
prises, and also in the political world. Several of his fellow- country- 
men have been members of Parliament but Mr. Justice Homburg was 
the first of his race to take a seat on the Judicial Bench.” (Volume | 


pp. 248-249) 


Robert Homburg was born in Braunschwig, Germany in 
1848. His father was a grain merchant of Brunswick, who initial- 
ly tried his luck in Victoria. In September 1857 the family moved 
to Adelaide. Though a Brunswicker by birth he: 


“is, of course, a British subject, and, it may be added, an 
Australian to the fingertips.” 


In 1868 Robert had moved to the Tanunda branch of his legal 
firm but when he was admitted to the Bar in 1874 he returned to 
the city. He died in 1912. 

Just nineteen pages earlier in The Cyclopedia, there is a biog- 
raphical sketch of Roberts eldest son, Hermann Robert, who was 
then the sitting member for the Parliamentary Lower House seat 
of Murray District. 

Hermann was born in 1874 at Norwood, an affluent eastern 
suburb of Adelaide, and was educated at Prince Alfred College. He 
attained his Law Degree at the University of Adelaide and in 1896 
he was admitted to the Bar. He entered his fathers legal firm and 
in the same year married Emma Herring in an Anglican ceremony. 


The article on him concluded: 


“Mr. Homburg is a lover of healthy athletic sports, figures 
prominently in cricket circles...and evinces considerable interest in 
musical matters, and is a member of and bass soloist in the Adelaide 
Liedertafel, one of the leading musical societies in Adelaide.” 


From 1906 to 1915 and 1927 to 1930 Hermann was a non- 
Labor member in the seat of Murray and from 1933 to 1941 was 
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a member of the Upper House of the bicameral Parliament of 
South Australia. He was Attorney-General from 1909 to 1910, 
1912 to 1915 and again between 1927 and 1930. 


Germanophobia 


World War I saw Australian anti-German sentiment reach its 
nadir (or zenith, depending on ones point of view). Many people 
of both German birth and descent were interned. German-speak- 
ing schools were closed. German-based trade and commerce were 
proscribed. 

Even place-names were altered to reflect the Imperial British 
preference over any nomenclature which disclosed German pio- 
neering connection or spirit. No fewer than sixty-nine place-names 
in South Australia were changed to demonstrate the undisputed 
strength of the British hegemony, and to remind everyone in the 
State whose Crown was ultimately in command. (Endnote No.2) 

Among the changes of name were the villages of Hahndorf to 
Ambleside, Lobethal to Tweedvale and Klemzig to Gaza. In the 
Barossa Valley some of the major changes were Langmeil (the site 
of the original Lutheran settlement at Tanunda) to Bilyara, Kaiser- 
stuhl to Patpoori Hill and later Mt Kitchener, and Schreiberhau to 
Warre. One Member of Parliament had even suggested that the 
name of Tanunda itself should be anglicised, until someone 
reminded him that it was of Aboriginal, not German, origin. 

A critic also pointed out that the capital city of South Australia 
should have undergone a change of name. Adelaide bore the name 
of the Consort of King William IV, who was the British monarch 
at the time of the colony’s foundation. She, Amelia Adelaide 
(1792-1849), was the eldest daughter of the Duke of Saxe- 
Meiningen. 

The name changes even extended unofficially to food items: 
Berliner Pfannkuchen was to be called a Belgian and, later, a 
Kitchener bun and pork Fritz (called Devon in some states) was 


renamed Adel. 
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A particular war-time incident did not help to promote har- 
monious relationships. 

Only five years after his glowing testimonial in The 
Cyclopedia, Hermann Homburg was the Attorney-General of 
South Australia. Shortly after the declaration of war, Australian mil- 
itary officers with bayonets fixed, entered his Ministerial suite of 
offices in the city. One historian (Dr Ian Harmstorf) has written: 


“Their commanding officer [Major Logan] demanded the right 
to search. They were told they could take only those things to which 
they were legally entitled. Representations were made to the (Federal) 
Minister of Defence but no assurances were obtained that the inci- 
dent would not be repeated. The Premier alone made an 
apology... This incident suggests that in times of war Australia has the 
potential to become a military dictatorship where the rule of law ceas- 
es to exist." 


As the same author went on to remark, this time in the con- 


text of the declaration of the Second World War: 


“For the second time in our short history many Australians had 
shown that in time of crisis, they react with a lack of compassion and 
a complete disdain for the rule of law and order which is supposedly 


so much a part of British heritage." (Endnote No. 3) 


In 1944 Hermann Homburg reflected on these matters in the 
presence of an officer from Australian Security, who reported the 
conversation: 


“He remembers quite well when Major Logan during the last 
war attempted to search his office when he was Attorney General and 
as a result of the lack of support from the Government he resigned, 
but the people themselves could not have condemned him because 
their confidence was exemplified in a few years later by him being re- 
clected to the very seat he had lost and their confidence was such that 
he remained in office right up to the unfortunate instance of this war.” 
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Peace? 


The signing of the Armistice on the 11th of November 1918 
also brought the local cold war to something of a conclusion. But 
the unsatisfactory treatment of South Australian Germans left a 
legacy of simmering tension for a number of years. 

One Federal adviser, in a 1941 briefing note, analysed the his- 
tory of what he called “the German problem” and noted that late 
19th and early 20th century antipathy towards the Germans had 
had an economic basis and was run largely by the press. Feelings of 
ill-will were of purely national and economic origin, not racial or 
religious. This in turn intensified German feelings of solidarity and 
distinctness among themselves. They tended to stress their superi- 


or virtue as industrious colonists and as a result: 


*...in some parts of the country, and notably in Tanunda and its 
surroundings, it was possible for Australians to feel, and to be made 
to feel, that they were foreigners in their own country." 


As already noted, during the First World War Tanunda came 
to bear the pejorative title of “Little Berlin.” 

From 1918 and beyond, the inculcation of Deutschtum (which 
roughly translates as one’s sense of Germanness or Germandom) 
was thought by Australian Security authorities to be a field that 
would be ripe for exploitation by systematic propaganda. 

In the wake of the cripplingly severe terms of the Treaty of 
Versailles in 1919, German dissatisfaction, both at home and 
abroad, was not going to be easily mollified. But it did become 
locally quiescent, for a time. 

In 1935 the Adelaide Hills town of Ambleside had its name 
changed by law back to Hahndorf, largely as a result of the dedi- 
cated energies of the Homburg family and their followers. At the 
Town Hall ceremony to give thanks for the occasion, the local 
Mayor, a man of German descent, said: 


“Today’s meeting is a mark of our loyalty and gratitude for the 
freedom granted by the King and Government to our forefathers, 
when they immigrated to this town nearly 100 years ago. It also 
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Ing our request for the restoration of the name Hahndorf.” 


Another speaker, 


Hermann's son-in-law Heinrich Krawinke| 
remarked that: 
It was typical of the far-sighted and fair standpoint of the 
British.” 
Kraw 


inkel's impulse to render such praise would evaporate in 
five short years. 


The Weimar Republic 


The process of political foment inside Germany intensified 
after the Great War. With it, the Nazi Party (Nationalsozialistische 
Deutsche Arbeitparte: or the National Socialist German Workers 
Party) was born and it was not long before the Austrian-born Adolf 
Hitler had assumed total control of it. 

At around the same time, the SA (Srurmabteilung or Storm 
Iroop, colloquially known as the Brownshirts) was developed by 
Ernst Rohm into the paramilitary wing of the Nazi Party. The SA 
was an organisation which not only served as a bodyguard to the 
Partys high officials but also to intimidate, bully, hector and bru- 
talise political opponents, or indeed anyone else who was unlucky 
enough to get in their way. 

The whole breadth of the Weimar Republic became a seething 
theatre of dissension and disruption. At times it appeared to teeter 
on the brink of outright civil war. 


At the Great War's end, Kaiser Wilhelm had abdicated and 
gone into exile in Holland. The monarchy was gone. 

The fledgling Republic moved its administrative headquarters 
to the city of Weimar. It was a German attempt at cultivating or 
instilling democratic values in place of those which had inhered in 
a near-absolute monarchy, But the experiment was besieged b 
both the radical left and right, which tried to scuttle or weaken 
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further. More and more radical right-wing parties were founded to 
vent displeasure at what was seen to be an ineffectual trial in 
democracy. 

For Adolf Hitler and his followers, the new Republic was 
nothing better than a Jewish cabal, another aspect to the conspir- 
acy of World Jewry and the capital it could harness in order to sup- 
press and oppress those who had fought so valiantly in the cause of 
the German Monarchy. 

To Hitler, the left-wing elements (especially the Bolsheviks) 
were merely another guise for Jewish world domination and the lack 
of strong leadership in Germany had become utterly intolerable. 

On the 9th of November 1923 he played his first hand in a 
political game that would eventually engulf Germany and take it 
into the abyss. This was the farcical and unsuccessful, but for 
Hitler ultimately empowering, Munich Beer Hall putsch, when he 
tried to overthrow the Bavarian Government and ignite a chain 
reaction throughout the nation. It was a poorly conceived and even 
more poorly executed attempt at a coup, but his somewhat 
comedic endeavours still attracted many supporters who were sick 
of their weak and faltering national and local governments. 

For his sins, Hitler received a token jail sentence from a high- 
ly partisan and sympathetic Bavarian court. While he languished 
with privileges in Landsberg Prison, Hitler, with the aid of his 
amanuensis Rudolf Hess, wrote Mein Kampf (My Struggle). This 
was a rambling and at times incomprehensible book full of hatred 
and dangerous portents. 

It sought to address the Jewish question and, in particular, 
how the Jews should be punished for stabbing the Army and the 
Kaiser in the back. It talked of the need for Germany to find and 
use expanded territories ( Lebensraum or living room) and the vast 
natural resources that lay to the east, in areas occupied by the less- 
er races such as Slavs. 

At one point Hitler, with child-like relish, went into the detail 
of the birth of the Nazi Party's emblem: 


"It was excellently suited to our new movement. It was young 
and new, like the movement itself. No one had seen it before; it had 
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the effect of a burning torch. We ourselves experienced an almost 
childlike joy when a faithful woman party comrade for the first time 
executed the design and delivered the flag...As National Socialists, we 
see our programme in our flag. In red we see the social idea of the 
movement, in white the nationalistic idea, in the swastika the mission 
of the struggle for the victory of the Aryan man, and, by the same 
token, the victory of the idea of creative work, which as such always 
has been and always will be anti-Semitic.” (Endnote No. 4) 


Hitler also pledged that in future he would only ever seek to 
gain political power by legitimate means, even if that really meant 
using sinister and violent tactics. 

After his release from prison in 1924, Hitler started in earnest 
the process of persuading the German people to believe in him and 
his programme. He gathered around himself unquestioningly obe- 
dient Party officials and apparatchiks who would execute his will, 
He studied closely methods of mass persuasion and psychology 
and turned himself into an orator of mesmeric force. Just as impor- 
tantly for his personal credibility and that of his programme, he 
was able to attract some well-known and respectable intellectuals 


to his cause. 


Marburg 


A young student, Hannah Arendt (who would later coin the 
unforgettable phrase on “the banality of evil), arrived in Marburg 
University in 1924 in order to study under Martin Heidegger. He 
was a renowned existentialist thinker and probably the most 
famous living philosopher in Europe at the time. 

Marburg was a small university town. It was staid, respectable 
and quiet. Its University was the oldest Protestant university in the 
world, having been founded in 1527 while Martin Luther was still 
alive. It boasted among its alumni the Brothers Jacob and Wilhelm 
Grimm, the writers of such timeless tales as Rapunzel, Hansel and 
Gretel and Rumpelstiltskin. 

Arendt and Heidegger became lovers. But Heidegger was an 
uncompromising man. Arendt was of Jewish descent. They even- 
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tually went their separate ways — she to Paris — but Heidegger 
stayed and: 


“played a crucial role in Germany. As a philosopher he gave his 
weight to the Third Reich, helping develop its thinking, which 
grounded Nazism in history and the German sense of self. In this he 
had the support of Goebbels and Himmler. As an academic figure he 
played a leading role in the reorganization of the universities, the 
‘chief policy’ under this scheme being the removal of all Jews... 
Heidegger allowed both himself and his philosophy to become part of 
the Nazi state ideological apparatus.” (Endnote No. 5) 


Heidegger became a charismatic leader. His classes were 
renowned for their displays of intellectual pyrotechnics. Students 
and non-students alike flocked to see him perform. He cultivated 
his looks to echo those of his political hero, even down to the detail 
of a toothbrush moustache. 

Throughout the 1920s and 1930s, Marburg University was at 
the heart of the crucible that forged National Socialist ideas and 
provided the Party with mainstream, intellectual gravitas and 
respectability. 

In providing a justification for, or meaningful description of, 


modern warfare one writer has said: 


“The no-man’s land between the enemy trenches became the 
place that symbolized the new ethos of total warfare: a zone where law 
was suspended, where existence was affirmed by combat. A space of 
destruction and death, where life was exposed, naked, to the 
onslaught of mechanical violence in the midst of a nature that had 
regressed to a wilderness thanks to the power of technology. “No- 
man’s land’ was the concrete embodiment of... ‘exceptional state... 


and Martin Heidegger’s ‘age of nihilism’. ” (Endnote No. 6) 


Affinity 


Hitler was wounded in the trenches during the First World 
War; he won the Iron Cross twice. 

Johannes Heinrich Becker could empathise from his own 
experiences. He also won an Iron Cross in battle and he too had 


27 





+ The Hitler CE ec cecal 


been wounded while fighting in the trenches of the Western Front, 
And besides, he was a graduate from the medical school of 
Marburg University and had attended some of Hitlers early beer 
hall rallies in Munich. 

Both were also corporals and amateur artists. 

Disillusioned by the acts of betrayal of the ruling classes in 
defeat (the legend of ‘the stab in the back’) Becker was soon about 
to embrace Hitlers New Germany with vigour and, thereby, try to 


test the durability of the foundations of his future home in 
Australia. 
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New Germany 1933-39 


.. heard from afar ancestral voices prophesying war! 


S T Coleridge: Kublai Khan 


The time really was out of joint. 

Just eleven days after England and Australia were at cricketing 
war, when a Nottinghamshire coal-miner, Harold Larwood had 
been successfully hurling his thunderbolts at the Australian bats- 
men at the Adelaide Oval, in the Third Test of the Bodyline Ashes 
series, German President Paul von Hindenburg reluctantly 
installed Adolf Hitler as the Reich Chancellor in Berlin. 

The Third Reich, which was trumpeted to last a thousand years 
and known in the pre-War years as New Germany, was born. And 
the prospect of another world war escalated beyond calculation. 

By this time Becker had been in Australia for six years and he 
could sense that his opportunity to be of use to the Fatherland had 
arrived. 


As has been noted: 


“There was a sense of hopelessness in the country on the eve of 
Hitlers appointment, and it was reflected in suicide rates for 1932 
that were more than four times higher than those in Britain at the 
time, and nearly double what they were in the United States. There 
was a broad perception that the country was experiencing a break- 
down of cultural and moral values. Large families were becoming a 
thing of the past and more women were going to work; abortions 
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were thought to be reaching alarming proportions; and prostitution, 
sexual deviancy and venereal diseases were presumed to be spreading.” 


(Endnote No. 7) 


Rebirth 


The years 1933 to 1939 marked the steady and inexorable 
process of the rebuilding of German pride and arms. More than 
that, it was a period of unstoppable revanchism when Germany 
sought to reclaim territories that had been lost in previous wars. 

Nazi theories of race and territory were at last to have their 
time. The daunting and humiliating burdens imposed by the 
Treaty of Versailles of 1919 were swept aside. German cessions and 
concessions were obliterated. Rearmament was largely instrumen- 
tal in the sustained rebirth of an economy that had all but stalled. 
The Great Depression was fast becoming a bad memory. The 
League of Nations — to the Nazis yet another aspect of the world- 
wide Jewish conspiracy — was consigned to the German past as an 
insulting irrelevance. 

The Reichstag Fire Decree and the Enabling Act gave the tran- 
sition of power to Hitler the veneer of legality. In the name of 
national security, the transfer of power from the legislature to the 
executive limb of state was entire. The Nazi era was to be total gov- 
ernment by the Executive only. Any trappings of parliamentary 
democracy were cast aside with contempt. The identification of 
the State with one man and one party was complete. 

Criticism and dissent were savagely stifled. The disaffected 
were condemned — with the full complicity of a weak and compli- 
ant judiciary — to marginalised lives or worse. The disabled, 
Gypsies, homosexuals, intellectuals, political dissidents and Jews 
were herded together and starved, brutalised or murdered. The 
peace-time concentration camps of Dachau (1933), 
Sachsenhausen (1936), Buchenwald (1937), Flossenbuerg (1938), 
Mauthausen (1938) and Ravensbrueck (1939) were created with 


worse, much worse, to come. 


If people had only reread their copies of Mein Kampf they may 
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well have seen the fine print. 


The consolidation of Hitler’s power was made complete with 
the Rohm massacre in the Night of the Long Knives of 1934. The 
SA was no longer to represent a threat to the Wehrmacht, or stand- 
ing army, under Hitler’s control. The price of their loyalty was 
Rohms death and the death of a number of his SA henchmen. 
They were simply seized and slaughtered. 

The persecution of the Jews had its initial most violent expres- 
sion with Kristallnacht (or “Crystal Night”) in November 1938, 
when Jewish synagogues, shops and houses were vandalised or 
destroyed in their hundreds and Jewish lives were taken. The Jews 
lengthy torment had now had its infamous overture. 

At the closure of the Nuremberg Nazi Party rally in 1935 
Hitler had been pleased to announce the passage of measures that 
were to become known simply as the Nuremberg Laws. 

There was a flag law which established the swastika flag as the 
emblem of the Reich and nation; a law on citizenship which 
deprived all those not of German blood of their rights as citizens, 
and The Law for the Protection of German Blood and German 


Honour: 


y ~ . c 
“This last was the law which forbade... marriages between Jews 
) z & _ 
and citizens of German or related kinds of blood’, as well as extra 
marital intercourse’. In addition, Jews were prohibited from employ- 


~ ~ . . » 
ing females under the age of forty-five in their household." (Endnote 


No. 8) 


At last there was truly Ein Volk, Ein Reich, Ein Fuehrer. But the 
complete identification of the Leader and his Party with the State 
meant that to be pro-German was the same as being pro-iNas, 
which did no good service for German nationals, or even German 


sympathisers, overseas. 


The View of the Australian Press 


Throughout these times, from the very beginning of Hitler’s 
rule even up to the Munich crisis over the Czechoslovakian 
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Sudetenland in September 1938, the Australian press (and South = 
Australia's was no exception) showed an ignorance, ambiguity and 
naiveté about what they were purporting to observe. 

When Hitler came to power The News of Adelaide, on the Ist 
of February 1933, proclaimed the event with a headline that 
would have delighted Dr Becker: 


“YOUNG GERMANY BEATS THE JUNKERS AT LAST” 


It continued: 


“The Nazi movement, which Hitler leads, is German youth, 
German longing for better conditions, German discontent with 
things as they are, but also German hope for a newer and brighter day. 
How to use this carefully built up dynamo of energy for the good of 
the Reich without giving it control has been the dream of the 
Conservatives. Many devices have been resorted to to enlist the need- 
ed cooperation of Hitler and all have failed. Hitler wanted the 
Chancellorship or nothing. Now he has it.” 


One historian (Regan), in a critical summary and analysis of 
what the Australian press was saying, had these observations to 


make: 
“In the year from July 1936 to June 1937 Australia received 
approximately 85% of all cable news from the London offices of the 


Australian Associated Press... [this] meant Australia received '...a pic- 
ture of the world [seen] through British eyes." 


She noted that the ability of both the Australian press and the 
Federal and State Parliaments: 


“to comprehend the nature and purpose of Nazism — in par- 
ticular of its ideology, of Hitler’s dictatorship and of his foreign policy 
~ was implicitly curtailed.” 


Other Australian Perceptions 


It was not comprehended that war was the logical extension of 
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the value Nazi ideology placed on societal struggle, and the role 
which violence played in it. More particularly, there was a British 
(hence Australian) failure to see that the Jews were perceived to be 
the internal enemy against whom the German nation was fated to 
struggle to the bitter end. 

There was also a failure to see, or appreciate the significance 
of, the complete and irreducible identification of the nation with 
Adolf Hitler and the instruments of his will — especially the Nazi 
Party itself. 

Therefore, questions of race and violence which were funda- 
mental to Nazi ideology were misinterpreted. What the press may 
have construed as mere methods (e.g. short term tactical pains for 
long term or strategic gains) were in fact at the heart of the Nazi 
endeavour. [hese were not and were never intended to be transient 
matters. Rather, they were the inevitable concomitant of Nazisms 
belief in a Darwinist social struggle which would not, and could 
not, cease until there was the complete eradication of the Jews 
from Germany, the final subjugation of the Slavs and other inferi- 
or races or beings and the satisfactory reclamation of lost territo- 
ries or the conquest of new ones (Lebensraum) in the name of the 
material and population needs of the Third Reich. 

Hitlers methods of violence were, therefore, provisionally 
sanctioned by British and ultimately Australian press sources as 
necessary, but only temporary, evils that were really masking pal- 
liatives. They were legitimised, because they were thought to be 
correctives being applied by a sick body politic which was some- 
how engaged in the tolerable process of healing itself. 

The attendant violence was sometimes simply characterised as 


. S » 
an extreme expression of “law and order’. 


The Rohm Massacre 


The best example of this was the 1934 Rohm massacre when 
Hitler showed exactly what his price was to secure the crucial and 
permanent loyalty of the standing Army, the Wehrmacht. 
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On Monday the 2nd of July 1934, Adelaide’s The Advertiser 
ran the story that the ruthless purge was a long overdue action to 
eliminate treacherous elements. 

The news of Rohm’s death — he was initially reported to have 
committed suicide — was expressed in terms that were little better 


than a piece of bathos: 


“The stern discipline and formidable nature of his organisation 
[the SA] were not, however, reflected in Rohm’s round face and fig- 
ure, for his is said to have borne a remarkable resemblance to Oliver 
Hardy, the comedian who is known to all picture-goers as a member 
of the Laurel and Hardy combination of film fame." 


The official British view of the happenings was that they may 
seriously undermine the authority of the Nazi Government. It was 
also understood that the purge was confined to only a small num- 
ber of the Storm Troops. The British view could not have been 
more wrong on both counts. 

The same historic commentator, who was quoted previously, 


remarked: 


“Tt was scarcely envisaged that the national strength sought, and 
the law and order being enforced [by Hitler], might be utilized for a 
purpose totally alien to the ideals of Western liberalism.” 


And finally, in a broader context it was noted: 


"[Hitlers] foreign adventures did not appear part of a coherent 
plan. They were seen as existing either to reverse Versailles or more 
often, as only diverting attention from the economic misery his mili- 
tary expenditure had inflicted on Germany.” (Endnote No. 9) 


An eminent South Australian historian (Dr Harmstorf) has 
provided a neat summary of what was occurring at the local level: 


“Even a cursory examination of the Adelaide Advertiser prior to 
World War II leaves no doubts as to the newspaper's strong sympathy 
for the regime in Germany. For example, in 1933 just after Hitler had 
come to power The Adelaide Advertiser considered Hitler good for 
law and order and the violence just part of a revolutionary fervour 
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rather than an instrument of government. Two years later, the paper 
saw Hitler as democratic and the violence due to inexperience. In 
1938 The Advertiser still saw the Hitler regime's treatment of the Jews 
as an ‘administrative oversight’. Less we be too hard on The 
Advertiser, let us not forget that in 1938, Robert Gordon Menzies 


the Australian Prime Minister]...praised young Germans for their 
unselfish service to their state.” 


Servility 


At nearly every level of Australian life, the British 
Weltanschauung (world-view) was legally and practically the only 
one. Therefore, the foreign policy of Britain was Australia’s and at 
nearly all levels of Australian intellectual, professional, mercantile 
and cultural life, the Anglo-Saxon way was virtually and unar- 
guably the dominant one. 

The other side of this coin was Australia’s meekness and servil- 
ity and seemingly unquestioning willingness to place itself, its peo- 
ple and resources entirely at Britain’s disposal. 

It also seemed that if a person was of British ancestry, it was 
their duty to remember their past and the country of their forefa- 
thers. However, if a person was of German extraction they had to 
forget their past and become a loyal British-Australian. The dou- 
ble standards were breathtaking. What was commendable patriot- 
Ic sentiment in one was treachery in another. 

For many Australians of German descent, this presented a moral 
dilemma and placed them in great peril. Many of them were born in 
Australia or had been granted Australian citizenship by virtue of the 
legal process of naturalisation. In Tanunda in particular: 


“There grew up... a population nurtured in all the traditions of 
the Fatherland. Admitting that it was Australian, it scorned the idea 
that it was British. A portion of it looked forward to the day when the 
German Navy would be supreme and regarded England as the invet- 
erate foe of the Fatherland.” 


But to the Australian authorities, ever solicitous of British 
interests, this simply meant that such people had remained unre- 
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pentant German nationals, rather than Australian-Germans facing 
a moral and legal dilemma. 


Ordinary Barossa Volk 


On the 20th of September 1933, a correspondent from 
Rowlands Flat near Tanunda wrote to the editor of the local 
Barossa News to canvass the idea of paying homage to the German 
forefathers of the Barossa Valley. 

He was keen to make the point that the idea of religious per- 
secution as a motivating factor for German emigration was overem- 
phasised at the expense of others: 


“We also must remember that those who came out here were 
from humbler ranks of life-mostly poor peasants. Against these we 
must place the millions who obeyed the king’s new decree [regarding 
the revised Lutheran liturgy]. In these millions are included the 
whole of the elite, and intellectuals of that nation, for wisdom and 
soundness of administration have proved themselves to have no supe- 
riors and few, if any, equals. The only exception which can be quot- 
ed is the post war, pre-Hitler Jewish foreign corrupted control, which 
cannot be classed a Government. ..Apart from the few hundred who 
left Germany under persecution, the balance left through other caus- 
es the main one being poverty, caused through several centuries of 
warfare and devastation. Contrary to the voices of a few “black 
sheep” from time to time, our forefathers loved Germany and every- 
thing good associated with that country. But the inducement offered 
by English statesmen at the time in power prompted their venture to 
this country.” 


His real argument, however, was one which eerily foreshad- 
owed South Australian moves towards the increased recognition of 
Deutschtum, moves which were to be uncompromisingly interpret- 
ed by the Australian authorities, in the six years leading up to the 
outbreak of the War, as being Nazi-inspired: 


« » 

Among the promises made to the Germans was the right to pre- 
serve and exercise their own language and schools. 

Let me quote a statement made by the late Sir Samuel Way 


[between 1876 and 1915 the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of 
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South Australia] while addressing a body of our forefathers: 

“Preserve your grand German language, and your regard for 
your old fatherland; in thus doing you will be doing honour to them 
while paying homage to us.” 

A more gentlemanly, broadminded, unselfish and just statement 
from a man of exalted position is hard to conceive.. 

When one compares this statement with the action of erasing 
historic German names from the map (amongst them being one, not 
far away, the industry of which now spells the lifeblood of the Barossa 
district)... 

The spiritual value of a complete command of another language 
can only be properly estimated by those possessing this privilege. Yes, 
it is only fair and only just that we do something in recognition for 
what our German fathers suffered, accomplished and contributed to 
the benefit of this land, and especially to those of us, their descendants. 

I herewith suggest three courses for action. Firstly, erect a monu- 
ment in each district where German pioneers settled and created pros- 
perity; secondly, let us persuade the Government, in fairness to their 
own dignity, to restore all original German place names on the map; 
and thirdly, let each person with a German name preserve the German 
language as a family inheritance, and take for example how the Jews, 
after 1800 years of separation, have preserved their identity. This last 
mentioned that of preserving the valuable German language would be 
paying the best tribute of all to our esteemed German ancestry.” 


On the 22nd of March 1934, a local resident in Tanunda pub- 
lished a letter he had received from a friend in Germany. He found 
that it was too important not to share it with the readership of the 
Barossa News. 

It glowed with a sense of Wordsworthian bliss of seeing a new 
dawn in the affairs of men. 

The salient parts of the letter read: 


“With a powerful “Hail Hitler" I am beginning this 
letter...from the Germany of today. 

Since I last wrote to you, almost eleven months have elapsed; but 
nevertheless world history has been made in this time. Old decadent 
arrangements and party systems long since burdensome and out of 
date have been done away with. The Marxism of the Socialists and 
Communists with its fallacies and expounded by its Jewish leaders, 
has been annihilated. The iron broom of the National-Socialistic 
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movement has cleansed this Augean stable. A new glorious Germany 
has come into existence, a Germany in which the old German man- 
ners and customs are again practised. 

Peace, discipline, order, and mutual respect and consideration 
have again become a dominating force. Faith in God is again preva- 
lent... Where the class hatred was previously apparent, there today 
fraternal love is being encouraged. The German sense of self-sacrifice 
has again been awakened. A great organisation for winter relief has 
been formed. The best assistance possible is given to all unemployed 
and those in need. It is a fact that no person will be without food and 
warmth during the present weather. A Christmas tree this year [i.e. in 
1933] found itself into the home of every family. A valiant campaign 
has been conducted against unemployment. Over one third of the 
unemployed (almost two and a quarter millions) have again received 
employment. Further millions will be employed in the coming year 
and every attempt will be made to provide every German labourer 
with work... Throughout the country huge works have been under- 
taken, splendid roads are being built which traverse Germany from 
North to South and East to West. Within a few years one will realise 
what benefits will accrue to the whole nation from these undertak- 
ings. Every occupation is regulated according to National Socialistic 
lines. Everything is conducted according to principles of Adolf Hitler 
and at the last election the whole nation acknowledged Adolf Hitler 
and his principles. Never before has a nation stood so steadfast behind 
its leader. The enemies of our regime have naturally done their utmost 
to injure our prestige in other countries. 

A war of lies and cruelties has been waged against us, and dis- 
gusting tales of horror have been circulated. Dear friend, believe me, 
and tell your friends and colleagues that not one of these lies is true, 
it is all a figment of the imagination. Never before has a revolution 
taken place with so little loss of blood as the German revolution of 
1933. Everything was conducted on constitutional lines. No Jew was 
molested so long as he behaved himself. The old established Jewish 
business places today still carry on their business in the same manner 
as formerly; for the revolution principally affected those who had 
immigrated to Germany from Poland, Galacia and from the Balkan 
States, and who had acquired important administrative positions. 
These poisoned the minds of the German people and were responsi- 
ble for the inflation and the years of distress which followed...This is 
the entire truth: not a single Jew or Marxist was treacherously mur- 
dered. Justice is meted out in every case by an important judge...My 
friends who visited Germany during the last year are able to substan- 
tiate what I have said. Even our previous enemies slowly but surely are 
realizing the truth and are beginning to negotiate with us...Hitler 
does not desire war, he wants a lasting world of peace.” 
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At that time, such sentiments would have inspired a good 


many Germans throughout the globe: the German diaspora was 
extensive. 
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On Being a Nazi 


The highly personalised power which Hitler exercised conditioned 
even shrewd and intelligent individuals — churchmen, intellectuals, 
foreign diplomats, distinguished visitors — to be impressed by him. 

Kershaw: Hitler 1889-1936 Hubris p.xxvii (1998) 


In keeping with its pseudo-religious status, Nazism too had its 
Rules of the Order and Articles of Faith, as well as its own Ten 
Commandments. 

From 1926 the Heil Hitler salute had become compulsory 
within the Hitler movement. As one of Hitlers lieutenants 
observed, it was not only an acknowledgment of one’s dependen- 
cy on the Fuehrer but also contained within it a continuing pledge 


of loyalty. 


Applications 


After Hitler came to power, the burgeoning popularity of the 
Nazi party was creating something of a bureaucratic nightmare for 
the Party’s apparatus. A brake was applied to the applications for 
Party membership. 

This took the form of conferring a preliminary status of 
Candidature for Acceptance and became, in effect, a two-year peri- 
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od of probation before full membership was conferred. The Party. 
Candidates were not permitted to describe themselves 4, 
Parteigenosse (Party comrade) or as a member of the Party. They 
were however required to pay their subscriptions by twenty-four 
monthly instalments. 


When the red membership card was bestowed on the member 
. , i 
the Party-Candidate’s card had to be returned. 


The Application Form for admission to Nazi Party member- 
ship contained the following assertions by the prospective member: 


*I am of German stock and free from Jewish or other coloured 
racial blood, belong to no secret Society, or any other such prohibit- 
ed Societies or Unions [meaning, for example, Freemasonry or the 
Order of Druids] and will not enter such during my membership of 
the [Party].I promise, as faithful follower of the Fuehrer to further the 
Party with all my power.” 


Membership 


The Laws for the Party Members were unashamedly didactic 
and bore religious overtones in both the resemblance to the 
Commandments and its own version of Papal infallibility: 


“1. The Fuehrer is always right. 

2. Discipline must be maintained. 

3. Waste no time in idle chatter, in complacent criticism, but 
buckle to and work. 

4. Be proud but not arrogant. 

5. Let the programme be dogma to you; it demands your fullest 
devotion to the Movement. 

6. You are a representative of the Party — conduct yourself with 
this in mind. 

7. Loyalty and unselfishness must be your watchwords. 

8. Practise true comradeship if you wish to be a true Socialist. 

9. Treat your fellow countrymen as you yourself would wish to 
be treated. 

10. In battle show tenacity and discretion. 

11. Brutality is not courage. 

12. Right is all which serves the Movement and Germany and so 
benefits the people. 

13. Keep these laws and you will be a true soldier of your 
Fuehrer.” 
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For female members there were three additional, striking 
admonitions: they must not buy from Jews, they should not need 
to be asked to stop smoking at Party meetings and they must not 


be the mouthpiece of political opponents by spreading false 
rumours. 


Duties 


In the preface to the Nazi Partys Membership Book, Adolf 
Hitler spoke to his charges. From Munich on the 9th of January 
1927 he exhorted his followers to: 


“Act in everything as if the destiny of your whole nation were 
resting on your shoulders alone, expect nothing from others that you 
yourself are not ready to give and to do, and always be the standard 
for your comrades! As leader, be stern in the fulfillment of your own 
duties, decisive in necessary action, helpful and kind to those under 
you, never petty in your judgment of human weaknesses, generous in 
recognising the needs of others, and modest in your own! Never drink 
too much! 

Carry out all your obligations to the Movement, and remember 
that man can only perfect a great work when he is prepared to subor- 
dinate his individual self to the greater common need and to the com- 
mon good. In this, give the members of your race and party that same 
example as you yourself would like to see in them. In the least mem- 
ber of your race see the bearer of your own blood with whom destiny 
has bound you inseparably, and because of that, esteem the least road- 
sweeper among your people more highly than the king of a foreign 
country." 


The presentation of the Membership Book was considered to 
be the final and binding act which sealed a persons full entry into 
the Party. 

The local group leader, on the occasion of a Party meeting, 
was required to administer an oath to the novitiate: 


“I swear allegiance to my Fuehrer, Adolf Hitler. 
I promise at all times to obey and honour him and the other 
leaders he may appoint.” 
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The Membership Book was then handed to the candidate 
with these words: 


"In the name of the Fuehrer, I present to you your membership 
book. | trust you to maintain the honour of the Party.” 


Understandably, dismissal from the Party was regarded as the 
most serious sanction against a member and could occur in the fol. 
lowing circumstances: 


“(a) for slander, whether committed while a member or previous 
to joining the Party; 

(b) for opposition to the general aims of the [Party]; 

(c) for offensive behaviour in the Party or outside, which might 
give rise to scandal and so prejudice the Party's reputation." 


Other grounds of dismissal were for repeatedly causing strife 
and disorder within ones group, circle or district, for being in 
arrears with their subscriptions for more than three months, or for 


lack of interest. 


The Twenty-five Demands 


The programme of the Party, its raison d'etre, was later encap- 
sulated in a list of Twenty-five Demands which was drawn up 
some time after its actual foundation. Dr Becker indicated that 
Hitler himself had accepted and adopted them for the Party some 
time in the mid-1930s. 

Whether that was so or not, it was made clear that the Party 
was founded to realise the programme and not the other way 
round. After the aims were achieved, the Party would cease to exist. 

If for no other purpose, the Demands make interesting reading 
with the benefit of hindsight and knowledge of the depths of 
depravity of the Nazi regime. Each can be ticked off knowing that 
a part, at least, of the aspiration expressed contained the seed of its 
own destruction, was betrayed in either substance or form or was 
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carried out to the letter with inexpressible barbarity. 
The Demands were: 


“1. We demand unity of all Germans to an All-Germany in 
accordance with the proclaimed right of self-government of all 
nations. 

2. We demand for Germany equal rights with other nations, 
cancelling the dictates of Versailles and St Germain. 

3. We demand land to support our people and to make farmers 
out of the growing population of Germany. 

4. Only those of German race are to be allowed to be of German 
nationality. Religion is of no importance in this matter. No Jew is to 
be allowed to be of German nationality. 

5. Non-Germans are only guests in Germany and have not the 
same rights as Germans. 

6. Only Germans have the right to decide in government mat- 
ters and laws. Only Germans of German race to be allowed to be offi- 
cials, whether of high or low degree. We do not want the corrupt par- 
liamentarianism- which rules Germany now [i.e. the Weimar 
Republic] — by which positions are given to followers of the ruling 
parties without considering character and capacity. 

7. We demand that the Government first concerns itself with the 
possibility of employing and supporting all Germans. If this is impos- 
sible, all chose of other races who are employed are to be expelled 
from Germany. 

8. We demand that all Non-Germans (Jews) who have come to 
live in Germany since August 2nd 1914 [the start of World War I] 
shall be expelled if they live on German money. 

9. All Germans have the same rights and duties. 

10. First duty of a German ought to be to work, either physical- 
ly or spiritually. All who work are workmen, not only employees and 
physically working people. The work of the single German ought not 
to be opposed to the interest of the nation. 

11. Therefore we want abrogation of easy and workless income. 

12. Considering the enormous sacrifices of life and goods which 
war imposes on the country, it is not just that single persons should 
make profits out of war. Therefore we demand confiscation of all war 
profits. 

13. We demand nationalization of all industries and firms which 
are already now in hands of trusts. 

14. We demand participation of the nation in the profits of big 
firms. 

15. We demand enlargement of the reliefs of old persons. 

16. We demand enlargement and conservation of the middle- 
classes, communalization of the big store-houses and their cheap hir- 
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and that the Government and com- 


ing out to small shops. We dem | I 
all firms belonging to the 


munities order their goods mostly from sm 
middle-classes. 

: x 7 We demand a national reform of laws dealing with the right 
of land and estates, the possibility of nationalization of land, if the 
owner uses it for selfish purposes and not for the commonwealth. We 
demand abrogation of the interest on land and estates and hindrance 
of speculation with it. 

18. We demand reckless fight [sic] against all who injure com- 
monwealth by selfishness. Common criminals, such as Shylocks etc 
are to be punished with death, regardless of their race or religion. 

19. We demand Germanisation of the German laws, which are 
now based partly on old Roman laws. 

20. The Government ought to be obliged to enable poor but 
capable children to go to higher schools and to get into high profes- 
sions and employments. The school has to teach children first of all 
love of their country and people and of the institutes of the state. 

21. The Government has to superintend the health of the peo- 
ple; it has to protect the mothers and children, to forbid the work of 
children, to force young people to take sports and gymnastic lessons 
and to support all sports clubs and associations. 

22. We demand an army of all German men and abrogation of 
the professional soldiers which we have now as consequence of the 
dictate of Versailles. 

23. We demand that the Government defeat all political lies 
committed by the press. We demand a German press in Germany. 

Therefore: 

No Non-German is to be allowed to be owner or partner or on 
the staff of a German newspaper; 

Non-German newspapers must have special licences for their 
distribution in Germany, if they are printed in the German language; 

If newspapers or periodicals are dangerous to the common- 
wealth they ought to be forbidden. We demand reckless fight [sic] 
against this kind of “literature” and “are”, which destroys the minds 
of people and we demand the closing of this kind of entertainment. 

24. We demand freedom for every religion in this country if the 
religion is in accordance with the morality of the German race and 
does not endanger the nation. The [Party] is Christian throughout 
without being part of one of the several Christian churches. The Party 
fights against the Jewish materialistic spirit and is convinced that the 
regeneration of Germany can only be achieved by the motto: COM- 
MONWEALTH BEATS SELFISHNESS. 

25. To realise all this we demand strong central power for the 
Government of the Reich. Further we demand parliaments of all pro- 
fessions in the Reich and the states. The leaders of the Party promise 
to fulfill chis programme even if they risk their lives.” 
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These tenets were essentially an attempt at distilling the amor 

as programme spelt out by Hitler in Mein Kampf. But — 
n coupled with the cult of the Fuehrer and a clique of —— 
dal henchmen, this credo laid down the blueprint for both totali- 


tarian rule and the Party’s comprehensive betrayal of its own 
Charter, members and sympathisers. 


pho 


whe 


Nazis Abroad 


Every Nazi Party member who lived or travelled abroad 
received the Party's Ten Commandments, printed on the foreign 
certificate of their membership card. 

The Commandments read: 


“1. Obey the laws of the country you live in. 

2. Do not mix in the inner policy of other countries, not even in 
talk. 

3. Confess everywhere and always to be a Nazi Party member. 

4. Always do honour to the New Germany; be honourable, loyal 
and fearless. 

5. Every German abroad is a fellow of our race and our kind. 

6. Help your German countrymen when they need it. 

7. Be not only a member but also a “fellow-fighter in the front 
line.” Make yourself acquainted with the aim, essence and kind of our 
movement. 

8. Make propaganda and fight to absorb every genuine German 
in our movement. Convince him of the superiority of our movement 
and its justness, and of the necessity of our victory in order that 
Germany goes on living! Fight with intellectual weapons. 

9. Read our Party paper, our leaflets and books. 

10. Join the Party members in your district. Should there be a 
local group, be a disciplined and active collaborator. Do not cause 
trouble but try in case of arguments to settle them.” 


It was the first of these 


that ld 
Becker’ midia would prove ultimately to be Dr 
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The Bund of Germans Abroad 


The Nazi Party had established the Bund der 
Auslandsdeutschen or League of Germans Abroad. Among other 
things, it dealt with the German Clubs and Unions in Australia. In 
July 1933 it forwarded the first of many circulars to those Clubs 
and to their cognate Australian Bund, which had been established 
four months earlier by the Consul General in Sydney. 

The German Bund made it clear: 


“The dissolution of all [political] parties [in Germany]has as a 
consequence the fact that now the [Nazi Party] no longer holds the 
rank or meaning of a party, but the national socialist conception has 
reformed the German State and placed it upon new bases.” 


Then it sought to persuade the Australian Clubs and their 
Bund to peddle this new conception to a populace that was large- 
ly ignorant of the benign developments that were happening in the 


Fatherland: 


“The origin and the importance of the German upheaval have as 
yet not found full understanding in Australia. There the man in the 
street does not know to what an extent conditions in Germany were 
tending to complete dissolution. An incredible perversity with respect 
to art and morals, corruption in business, helpless carelessness and 
inconsiderate wire-pulling in political matters had brought Germany 
to the verge of the abyss- until the healthy forces in Germany rose up 
against all that, and the reformation of the Reich took place under 
Adolf Hitler. Therefore, you Germans in Australia, maintain loyalty 
and attachment to the old homeland! Let love for the old homeland 
be the nourishment of your love for the new homeland!” 


Right-Wing? 


Finally, to classify Hitler and his Nazi Party as right-wing may 
constitute an error of political taxonomy. No less eminent an his- 
torian than the British man of letters, Paul Johnson, recently had 
this to say on the matter: 
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"[Hitler], 


o and still more his closest colleague, Goebbels, were 
socialists, and tl 


1e fact they were nationalists first did not orient them 

more to the right. There are six indispensable hallmarks of a conser- 

vative. First, firm belief in one, beneficent and omnipotent God. 

Second, absolute morality as the basis of public law. Third strict lim- 
its on the size of the state. Fourth, respect for a multiplicity of tradi- 
tional power centres. Fifth, restraint and self-restraint in all things. 
Sixth, search for the right balance between the individual and the tra- 
ditional units of society. Hitler broke all these rules: he was an atheis- 
tic pagan, a moral relativist, a totalitarian, an ultra-centralist, an unin- 
hibited exhibitionist and a collectivist. In many ways Stalin was to the 
right of him. There is a seventh point. A conservative is not afraid of 
force, or of using it thoroughly. But always as a last resort. With Hitler 
it was the first. 


(The Spectator, 25 February 2006 p.34) 
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5 
Lutheran Church 


Protestantism: an opposition in the name of individual responsi- 


bility before God 
y Gerhard Ritter 


The Lutheran Church has always been integral to the German 
experiment in South Australia. Even though Becker was not a reli- 
gious man, several figures in the Church had dealings with him, at 
their great. personal cost. According to Australian Security, the 
Nazi Party could also see the potential for further propagation of 
its ideas in the setting of the German churches. Even if the Barossa 
Valley people of German descent could not be recruited as Party 
members, their sympathy and support was solicited, as well as their 
donations for the poor and disadvantaged back in the Fatherland. 


(Of course, what the actual fate of that money was, when repatri- 
ated, is anyone's guess). 


Ee when Pastor Ludwig Christian August Kavel 
B deum Le in South Australia and took his congregation 
until the f m under the patronage of George Fife Angas, 

inal reunification of the Church in 1966, the Lutheran 


Witness has b is 
and evolution. the bedrock of spiritual and intellectual stability 
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In the almost uniquely German spirit of fractious and peevish 
dealings among themselves, a massive disagreement emerged ín 
1846 between Pastor Kavel and Pastor Gotthard Daniel Fritzsche 
(1797-1863) on matters of Church doctrine. 

Kavel’s teachings were chiliastic: they preached that Christ 
would reign on earth in his bodily presence for a thousand years, 
On the other hand, Fritzsche was opposed to any suggestion of 





millenarianism. But their differences also extended to questions of 
Church governance and their attitude to certain aspects of the 
Lutheran Confessions. 

This led to a split, with the Kavel stream of the Synod becom- 
ing the precursor of the United Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
Australia (Die Vereinigte Evangelisch-Lutherische Kirche in 
Australien or VELKA) and the Fritzsche congregation presaging 
the more doctrinally conservative Evangelical Lutheran Synod of 
Australia (or ELSA). Other splits occurred over the intervening 
years so that, by 1917, there were no fewer than six different fac- 
tions of the Church. By 1926 a partial reunification had occurred: 
the factions were reduced to the two mentioned and these finally 
merged after a meeting held at Tanunda in October 1966. 

By 1927, when Becker arrived in South Australia, VELKA had 
71 pastors, ELSA 69; VELKA had 205 parishes to ELSA’s 175; 
VELKA boasted 17,614 communicants to ELSA’s 13,000. 





In 1929 a Dr Schneider, who was described as a Saxon 
Lutheran theologian, wrote a critique on the state of the German 
Lutherans in Australia, following his sojourn and extensive travels 
here for six months. He was unflattering. He tried to kill some 
sacred cows: 


“The old legend that the Australian church arose from bitter 
persecutions in Prussia and that the pastors Kavel and Fritzsche were 
martyrs to their faith is still preached and written today...but the 
more serious and historically informed circles know that these two 
fanatics had a wandering-psychosis, which drove them round the 
world, caused them to start quarrels with everybody, plunged them 
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into extravagant s 

— (ravagant speculations relating to the Millennium, and gener- 
‘ y . ; 5 e 

uly gives them the stamp of theologising adventurers.” 


He described the place name-changes, effected during the 
Great War, as the product of English war-psychosis. 
As for Tanunda: 


"[it] is no longer the German town that it once was. Taking away 
the German schools has done it much harm. If, in spite of that, 
German is still much spoken, that is to the credit of the German 
church. The future of Deutschtum in Tanunda hangs entirely on the 


future of Dr. Held’s parish.” 


He reserved his highest praise for Pastor Meiers influence on 


the Loxton and Upper Murray district: 


“Pastor Meier’s parish is the best proof that.. .the best and spiri- 
tually richest are always the German ones, and that with the German 
language much of intrinsic value is lost. [sic] For with the English lan- 
guage all che American characteristics irresistibly appear; instead of 
from German theology they take their religious nourishment from 
the popular dogma of America, dyed in Methodism: instead of the 
German chorales they sing the jazzy Sunday school hymns: instead of 
German sermons they turn more and more to American pulpit-chats, 


because they can no longer read German literature... E 


Schneider concluded his sixty-page analysis with a plea. lo 
preserve the worth of the German Reformation in the Anglo- 
Saxon world, there needed to be a strong spiritual exchange 


between Australia and Germany: 


| "...that the Australian seminary...if it is to have any influence 
with the English, must not turn into an American college, but to some- 
thing like a German University so that connections may again be made 
from both sides. Otherwise [the fate of VELKA would be] that of 


becomi i : 
ng i 
ga little unimportant sect beside the great English churches...” 


Just One 


the Feder ~ before the conclusion of the Second World War, 


ecurity Service in Adelaide observed that VELKA and 


Ü 


c Te Hitler Club —— —— —— —— 


ELSA were attempting to achieve reunification: 


but apparently progress is extremely slow... The rock on 
Which most attempts at uniting have so far foundered is that of 
“Open Questions’ which the VELKA admits but the ELSA rejects, 
accepting the Lutheran Confessions in their entirety.” 


Security also noted how similar endeavours had been made 
just before the War started and concluded: 


“The history of this, which has recently come to light, shows 
pretty plainly the hand of the Nazi Government behind it.” 


VELKA and ELSA 


VELKA saw itself in many ways as the one and true keeper of 
the German flame. The retention of the German language in all its 
dealings was seen to be crucial to ensuring a more pristine and 
immediate understanding of Luther's thinking and conscience. 
Though doctrinally more conservative, ELSA was more progres- 
sive and relaxed about the process of Anglicisation. 

To that extent, Security thought, the rift which saw these two 
factions emerge was one that could be readily exploited by propa- 
ganda emanating from Germany. ELSA was the more likely to 
resist that. Its congregation was more readily able to identify itself 
with British interests. 

During the time that Beckers influence was waxing, the 
General President of VELKA was Pastor Johannes Julius Stolz, a 


man born in the Barossa Valley in 1878. The visiting Dr Schneider 
described him: 


"Stolz was educated partly in Nueendettelsau, partly in 
Erlangen...is indefatigable in his work...travels much, has a huge 
correspondence... Personally, he is a simple, modest man...” 


As a body, VELKA officially opposed its P 


astors becomi 
* n 
5i D ; 
members of the Nazi Party; but when it became apparent i 
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some Pastors h 


| ad joined it, VELKA did very little except to offer 
persuasion ag 


ainst the step. No official sanctions were applied. 
Pastor Stolz was a strong defender of the VELKA orthodoxy, 
and only six weeks before the War he publicly announced: 


"The Lutherans in Australia in part still use the German lan- 
guage and the decline of its use is deplored for cultural and religious 
reasons. Likewise also we foster the German language wherever possi- 
ble. We are neither ashamed of our descent nor foolish enough not to 
regard the German tongue as a great asset and inheritance." 


The Security Service was concerned at the possibility of the 
Nazi Party being able to propagandise among the Lutheran, espe- 
cially the VELKA, faithful. And Pastor Stolz appeared to be a prin- 
cipal target of its interest. 

On the 8th of February 1933, when Hitler had been in power 


one week, Stolz had written to a Professor Mannhardt (a suspect- 


ed Nazi operative) in Marburg: 


“We Germans abroad joyfully live in spirit with the reawakening 
of German nationalism after the dreadful years after the war. We 
thank God that a saviour has arisen in Adolf Hitler, and hope that as 
he has brought Germans to self-consciousness, so may he help other 
countries. At this time he is misunderstood in foreign countries... 


In 1935 Pastor Stolz wrote to Dr Rudolf Asmis, the German 
Consul General in Sydney, and expressed VELKA’s attitude to the 


question of Germanism in Australia: 


“As the first of the representatives of the German Empire, you 
have found the right approach to the naturalized Australians of 
German origin. Instead of ignoring them, as has often been 
done...you have, in a tactful way, established and cultivated relations 
with them which have enabled you continually and energetically to 
direct them towards the things of high cultural value, which have been 
handed down to everyone of German origin in his German descent 
"hu ia .guage. - have also established and cultivated rela- 
s Maven T : ra in Australia, and by fully respecting 
church here as 4 bi ° D C - and the unique position of our 
our efforts rq tien R ave been a valuable assistant © us in 

man ways and speech in our circles. 
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Early on in his Consulship, Dr Asmis had boasted to Berlin 
that: 


“aal succeeded in winning over the two Evangelical Churches 
for the work for Germanism...it is highly pleasing , if surprising to 
find a strong echo of the National-Socialistic Movement in wide cir- 
cles of the German country people...” 


But he was soon to hit a snag when it came to the question of 
whether those Churches would accept German monies by way of 
direct subsidies for their schools. Pastor Stolz took up the problem 


with Asmis in these terms: 


“Our refusal to accept subsidies for our schools from Germany 
referred only to a support by the German Government. We, who lived 
here through the war, know how fateful it would be, if we were brand- 
ed on account of acceptance of such support by the German 
Government, as forerunners of German propaganda.” 


Gifts of books however were a different matter because they 
served the common spiritual relationship with the German home- 
land and people. Yet at the time Asmis made a curious written note 
in the following terms: 


*[Pastor] Stolz told me in confidence...that the resolution car- 
ried [in the above terms of refusal] was more meant to achieve effect 


outside and actually meant less earnestly.” 


Lutheran Schools 


In July 1939, the principals of the two Lutheran seminaries in 
Adelaide had to resort to the press to refute some outlandish 
claims, made in a German newspaper Deutsche Allgemeine Zeitung 
(which was part-owned by Hermann Goering), that their estab- 
lishments were connected with the German Government. 


The German paper had said with characteristic hyperbole: 


"Sixty thousand settlers of German descent who were once 
divided by confessional feuds are now organised under the swastika 
> 
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and have been reminded of their blood rel 


ationship with the great 
German nation 


al community,” 


It went on to list some of German 


ys chief claims to various 
historic deeds in Australia: 


` The founder of Sydney was a German, Artur Phillip; Germans 
established the first vineyards and orchards, and a German named 
Holtermann was responsible for the great gold rush. Since the advent 
of Hitler, three schools and two seminaries have gained permission to 


teach in German, and many towns have had restored their original 
German names.” 


The principal of Concordia College replied: 


“This is an Australian institution, with the same relation to the 
Lutheran Church as Scotch College has to the Presbyterian and 
Prince Alfred College to the Methodist, and so on...As to the other 


parts of the report, they are not in accordance with fact. The name 
German has never been adopted by us. 


Political Loyalty 


Immediately upon the outbreak of war, Pastor Stolz made it 
clear what his and VELKAS beliefs and teachings were in respect 
of the looming, vexed question of political loyalty. In a public 
statement 5tolz reminded Australians of German origin about the 
reasons their forefathers had come to Australia in the first place. 
He maintained that only by the continued existence of the British 
Empire would their material and spiritual blessings be assured. He 


then commented on a particular matter that was of obvious con- 
cern at the time: 


“There are some 


persons who have said that in the event of a 
German victory, 


Australians of German parentage could expect to 
receive preferential treatment, We believe that the contrary is more 


ystem of government co 
om and liberty which we 


d 
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Stolz's hopes were to be sorely tested in the years to come. 

A number of Pastors were interned for having shown sympa- 
thy to the Nazi cause or close bonds with certain of the Nazi Partys 
members, In South Australia, VELKA saw Pastors Held and 
Gielow arrested. ELSA suffered with the loss from its ranks of 
Pastors Meier and Lutze. 

In a ‘Statement on Behalf of ELSA re the Matter of 
Internments’, in effect a petition to the Federal Government, the 
matter was raised in particular of the internment of Pastor Lutze of 


Lobethal in the Adelaide Hills: 


“He is the minister of a very large congregation and his arrest has 
caused much concern. Application has been made to the military 
authorities for particulars of the matters alleged against him, but in 
accordance with what we are informed is the considered policy of the 
authorities, no details have been given which would enable the offi- 
cials of the Church to form an opinion as to the justice of the action 
taken in this case.” 


Luther’s Church 


In a detailed briefing note of May 1941, entitled ‘National 
Socialism in South Australia, prepared by the Australian 
Intelligence Service for their responsible Minister, the Federal 
Attorney-General, the author observed that the Germans in the 
Barossa Valley were “industrious, frugal and pious”. 


But gathering all the candour that is expected of a good advis- 
er to the British Crown, he continued: 


"Luther's Church still bears the marks of its founders powerful 
personality; it has neither the humane breadth nor the faculty for 
compromise and toleration which on the whole have characterized 
the Church of England; on the other hand, it is exceedingly sure of 
itself as the purest form of Christianity extant, and of its own right- 
cousness... hese characteristics of the German Luther 
whole — self-confidence which may easily become 
ity to compromise or tolerate, and an att 
guage and to German ways of thought 
competent bodies down to the p 


an Church as a 
arrogance, incapac- 
achment to the German lan- 


~ appear to be shared by its 
arishes and Pastors.” 
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This was an expression of anti-German sentiment by another 
name, whether one describes it as sectarian chauvinism or the pot 
calling the kettle black. 

Crucially, it was another startling measure of the degree to 
which such feelings had permeated all levels of British and 
Australian thought, especially of those who wielded power. 


After the War 


The end of the War did not bring much relief to VELKA. In 
October 1945 the newly installed State President of VELKA (the 
Reverend Doehler) had to defend the Church against ongoing crit- 
icism of its subversive and propagandist orientation. 

The South Australian Council of the Returned Servicemen’s 
League had recently passed a resolution that all Lutheran schools 
in the State should be closed. The Leagues thinking was that these 
schools were being used to spread subversive propaganda and the 
State Government should therefore seize the initiative. In a sense it 
was a rerun, albeit belated, of what had happened during the First 
World War when numerous Lutheran schools in South Australia 
had been compelled to close. 

As well, the League had entertained another motion which 
was to be referred to its Federal umbrella body for consideration, 
that the names of all disloyal citizens should be published in the 
press. How this "name and shame" policy was to be practically 
implemented was never made clear. 

The motion regarding the schools had been prompted by the 
ELSA Church’s efforts to open a new Lutheran school at 
Hahndorf, which some speakers at the Leagues discussions had 
called “just a little Germany’. 

The spokesperson for ELSA quietly pointed out that the exist- 


ing Lutheran schools were already under Government supervision 
and taught precisel 


| recisely the same curricula as in State schools, with 
Á y Pa addition of some religious instruction. It was also made 
ear that of the 4,000 Lutherans from South Australia who had 
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volunteered for War service, a fair percentage of them had passed 
through the Lutheran school system. 


Exaggeration: 


Had the Returned Servicemen’s League had its way, Lutheran 
schools throughout the State would have been shut down, includ- 
ing two of the States premier private schools of Concordia and 
Immanuel Colleges. 

This was all on the basis that Lutheran schools were spreading 
the doctrines of Nazism. But in October 1945 someone should 
have reminded the League that the war against Germany had been 
over for six months, Hitler was dead and his odious quasi-religion 
and its supporting apparatus had been outlawed and comprehen- 
sively dismantled. 

Thankfully no Lutheran schools were closed. Nor were 
allegedly disloyal citizens publicly named and shamed. 

As was remarked in “The Oxford Companion to Australian 
History (2001) at p. 283: 


cc 


. [T]he role of the Lutheran Churches in maintaining 
Deutschtum or Germanness, and ethnic separatism, has been exag- 
gerated. They did help to preserve the German language through 
church services and in schools, but the rural German community was 
unaffected by the urban-based club culture and the secular German 
press. By the end of the [19th] century native-born German 
Australians were losing their familiarity with German. The most the- 
ologically conservative of the Lutheran synods...ELSA introduced 
English into church and school around the turn of the century.” 


Nevertheless, the Returned Servicemen’s League held an atti- 
tude in late 1945 which reflected the growing mood of a nation 
that was in need of exacting revenge. Anyone was fair game who 
could be tarred with the Nazi brush, no matter how remote or ten- 
uous their connection with the Party had been. 
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But more of these matters 
Australian secular laws that 
World War, before this story 
of the doughty Dr Becker an 


later: it is now time to consider the 
were to operate during the Second 
can concentrate on the life and times 


d his equally unfortunate associates. 
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Legal Regime 


Never forget that everything that Hitler did in Germany was 
legal. 


Martin Luther King 


On the outbreak of the War, the main weapon used by the 
Australian authorities to maintain and enhance national security, 
was internment. This was a euphemism for jaling people as a 
means of preventing the commission of acts that may prejudice the 
wartime effort. Such a radical interference with the freedoms of 
people needed a clear legal mandate. 

Unsurprisingly, the war-time Australian policy of internment 
of enemy aliens (i.e. both in substance and form, the outright dep- 
rivation of liberty without charge or trial) was one that had its gen- 
esis in Whitehall. 

As early as September 1931, when the German Nazi Party was 
taking tentative but significant steps on the tortuous path to 
power, a British Instruction (issued by the Foreign Office) was 
acted upon with complete obedience in Australia: 


"I am directed to inform you an Official Memorandum from the 
British Foreign Office states that the [Nazi Party] which requires 
absolute allegiance to the Fuehrer must constitute a potential means 
of military and economic espionage and a dangerous instrument for 
sabotage. A translated document has shown that only those persons 
who can be thoroughly relied upon to carry out instructions may be 
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admitted as members. It is therefore apparent that an enemy alien 
who is proved to be a member of the [Nazi Party] should be interned 
and only in very exceptional cases should other forms of control be 


considered adequate." 


But the Australian Government went well beyond this edict by 
extending internment to two other categories: Australian-born cit. 
izens of German descent and German-born persons who had 
become naturalised. One’s natural or putative citizenship was 
therefore no longer going to be able to provide guarantees against 
arbitrary or whimsical deprivations of personal liberties. 

Besides, the Australian response was never limited to those 


who were proved to be members of the Nazi Party. 


The power to intern was (initially at least) absolute and 
unchallengeable. 

When the War started the Federal Government was ready with 
its own legal armory, courtesy of the National Security Act 1939. 
This legislation was virtually a direct replication of that which had 
been so successfully used during the First World War, viz. the War 
Precautions Act 1914. 

That Act had withstood several challenges to its constitution- 
al validity in the High Court of Australia which made it clear that 
the Federal powers to make laws for the defence of the realm were 
very broad and variable . What could not be done in times of peace 
could certainly be legally justified in times of national emergency. 

In a case decided in June 1916, Farey v Burvett, the High 
Court considered some practical reasons for an expansive view of 
the Federal defence powers. In words that could be directly 
invoked by the Government of the day, twenty-three years later, 
Mr Justice Barton remarked in his judgment: 


"The enemy uses every resource of his nation against us, and if 
we of the [British] Empire leave any of our resources unused against 
him that is by the abstention, culpable or chivalrous, of people or 
Parliament, and not through the want of such resources or of the right 
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to use them. Almost any resource of a nation can now be made an 
assistant to its success in war, whether the resource be mental or mate- 
rial and whether in its application it be political, financial, economic, 
industrial, or of any other kind. Parliament may be limited only by its 
own wisdom or its own discrimination in the choice of the resources 
it will employ, or the means by which it will employ them... 

Many matters may, not because of enthusiasm, or excitement, 
but by compelling reason, be seen to come within [the defence power] 
at a critical time, which at a time less critical were not realised as 
embraced in its scope as aids to defence.” 


The peremptory deprivation of the liberty of innocent enemy 
aliens and naturalised Australians could, it seems, be considered to 
be just one such resource to be employed. 

The umbrella Act of Parliament also represented a wholesale 
handing over of policy and law-making powers by the Parliament 
to the Executive Government, during the period that hostilities 
were current between His Majesty the King and Germany. 
Politicians from several quarters expressed concern that this 
amounted to total government by the Executive at the expense of 
Parliament. 


Despite these concerns the Prime Minister (Mr R.G. Menzies) 
assured the nation that there would be: 


a . . m~ . . . . . . B 
...as little interference with. individual rights as is consistent 
with national safety." 


The Act enabled the Government to promulgate subordinate 
legislation, in the form of Statutory Rules and Regulations, on 
nearly every conceivable aspect of Australian life. 


Revisiting the earlier World War, the Government could make 
laws: 


“For prescribing any action to be taken by or with respect to 
alien enemies, or persons having enemy associations or connexions, 
with reference to the possession or ownership of their property, the 
conduct or non-conduct of their trade or business, and their civil 
rights or obligations; 

... For requiring or authorizing any action to be taken by or with 
respect to aliens, and for prohibiting aliens from doing any act or 


thing;” 
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[and for extra good measure]: 


acy" s -- . e ‘ ‘ ‘ 
For applying to naturalized persons, with or without modifica- 
tions, all or any of the provisions of any regulations relating to aliens.” 


Pursuant to this sweeping charter, The Defence (National 
Security-Aliens Control) Regulations were promulgated and pub- 
lished, of which Regulation 20 provided: 


"If the Minister or any person authorized by the Minister to act 
under this regulation is of the opinion that it is necessary or expedi- 
ent in the interests of the public safety, the defence of the 
Commonwealth or the efficient prosecution of the war to detain any 
enemy alien, he may, by warrant under his hand, order the enemy 
alien to be detained in such place, under such conditions and for such 
period as the Minister or person so authorized determines." 


The Regulations then went on to empower the Minister to 
designate places for such detention. 


In November 1940, following robust representations from 
Members of Parliament (both State and Federal) who themselves 
had been moved by pleas on behalf of affected families and friends, 
the Government amended the Regulations. 

The Minister could then establish one or more Aliens 
Tribunals consisting of a Chairman and two other members. The 
Chairman was to be a person who holds or had held Federal or 
State judicial office or a legal practitioner of not less than five years 
standing. 

A detained enemy alien could apply to an Aliens Tribunal for 
leave to submit objections against their detention by the Minister. 

The Minister was also empowered to make Rules that pre- 
scribed the procedure and practice of the Tribunals. 


At the end of the day, after hearing submissions, evidence and 
representations: 


[44 . 
A recommendation for the release of a person who is detained... 
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shall not be made by an Aliens ‘Tribunal unless it is satisfied- 

(a) that it is neither necessary nor advisable for the public safety, 
the defence of the Commonwealth or the efficient prosecution of the 
war that the person should continue to be detained; and 

(b) that the release of the person would not be likely to occasion 
serious unrest in any Australian community.” 


Where the detainee was a naturalised Australian citizen, a sim- 
ilar process applied but the determining appellate body was called 
an Advisory Committee, although similarly constituted and with a 
similar remit. 

Hermann Homburg had himself played a role in getting the 
Regulations amended. He had urged that if Tribunals were created 
then they should be comprised of men as a full-time job whose dis- 
position of cases would not merely be expeditious but definite. 

One well-known Adelaide lawyer wrote to Homburg in effu- 


sive terms: 


“As you know, the local Tribunal comprises Mr. Justice Cleland, 
Sir Edward Lucas and Mr. Andrew Young, and a more fair-minded 
body it would be difficult, if not impossible, to obtain. One has the 
feeling in appearing before them that collectively they are the embod- 
iment of all those principles of British fair-play that are the admira- 
tion of the world.” 


In January 1941, the Government also promulgated the 
National Security (Internment Camps) Regulations which were 
designed to regulate internal discipline in the Internment Camps 
as well as their interaction with the free community outside. 

Matters such as searches, smoking, canteens, clothing, food, 
bank accounts, medical treatment, exercise and hygiene and 
libraries were regulated. Internees were permitted to petition 
Camp Commandants in respect of their treatment and conditions. 
The quantity of mail leaving and entering Camps was severely 
restricted and provisions for censorship of mail were articulated. 
There was even one provision that read: 


“Internees shall at all times be treated humanely and protected 
against acts of violence and insults and from public curiosity.” 
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lhat certainly was to prove a dead letter as far as Dr Becker 
was concerned. 


In about November 1942 there were 4,814 people interned at 
Loveday in South Australias Riverland, of which 678 were 
German. Of these, 196 were people born in Australia of German 
stock. At the same time, in Tatura (near Shepparton) in Victoria 
there were 3,246 internees; 1,916 were Germans of whom 839 
were locally born. 

Dr Ian Harmstorf has quoted figures from 1935, which was 
the last year for which German Foreign Office files were still avail- 
able. They disclosed that there were 77 members of the Nazi Party 
in the whole of Australia of which 12 were in Tanunda and a fur- 
ther 12 in the Stuetzpunkt in Adelaide. This was at the time that 
Becker’s power and influence were at their apogee. 


As Dr Harmstorf observed: 


“If official members of the Nazi Party are taken as a guide then 
the threat to South Australia from within does not appear to have 


been significant." 


Indeed, the Security Service itself frankly acknowledged this 
fact. 
Dr Harmstorf continued: 


“itis possible to say that although those arrested were not sub- 
jected to brutality or mistreatment, the negation of common justice 
possible under the regulations of the National Security Act ensured 
that miscarriages of justice occurred that should not have occurred in 
a democratic society...In World War Il South Australians of German 
descent again perceived themselves to be betrayed by the very con- 
cepts of British justice which in the nineteenth century had been a 
reason for their migration and with which they had been so proud to 
be associated at that time.” 
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In the Federal Parliamentary debates in 1946 a verbatim 
report of one internee’s hearing was discussed. The internee had 


asked the Aliens Tribunal before which he appeared: 


I should like to know what the case is against me." 


to which the Chairman replied: 


"I am not allowed to say what it is." 


The Attorney-General, Dr Evatt KC commented ruefully: 


"Reading the documents one has a feeling of utter despair at the 
lack of not only humanity but also common sense." 


He could also have reminded himself of what Alexander 
Hamilton (1757-1804), the great American jurist, once said: 


~The practice of arbitrary imprisonment has been in all ages one 
of the favourite and most formidable instruments of tyranny...” 


The Act and its Regulations lapsed at midnight on the 31st of 
December 1946. 


But before then, these laws had a lot of work to do, and bod- 


ies were needed to do it ... 
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Dr Becker and 
the Hitler Club 


Nationalism is an infantile disease. It is the measles of mankind. 
Albert Einstein 


Johannes Heinrich Becker was born on the 27th of September 
1898 in the small city (or large town) of Schmalkalden in the beau- 
tiful countryside of the German State of Thuringia (Thuringen). 
Thuringia has been called the green heart of Germany. 

The city’s present day population is given at around 18,000 or 
a little over half of what it was when Becker was a boy. It was and 
remains a picture post-card town of mediaeval charm with its half- 
wooden houses and narrow, cobbled lanes and alleyways. It sus- 
tained considerable damage from Allied bombings during the War. 
Towering above the city is the Wilhelmsburg Palace. This was orig- 
inally a fortress erected to protect the nearby mountain path. 
Records show that a presence has been there since as early as 874 
AD. The building of the present palace was started in 1585. 

All this was in the heart of Lutheran Germany and the site of 
the original dissent, and cradle of Protestantism and the 
Reformation. The people of this region had had the temerity, 
courage and tenacity to free themselves from the shackles and might 
of the Roman Papacy. Schmalkalden was itself the site of an alliance 
(the so-called Schmalkaldic League) formed in 1531 by Protestant 
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princes in response to the 1530 threat by the Holy Roman Emperor 
to extinguish Lutheranism. The alliance provided necessary politi. 
cal and secular protection, enabling the Reformation to gain a 
bridgehead and ultimately spread throughout Germany. 

A census conducted in 1890 gave the population of 
Schmalkalden as 33,268 and provided a breakdown of its people 
on the basis of their religious affiliations: Lutherans accounted for 
32.436 Catholics for 547 and Jews 285. 

After the Second World War, Thuringia itself became part of 
East Germany and the Soviet bloc up until German reunification 
in 1990. 

Becker was born into this world which was ideal for moulding 
his own combative, fractious and disarmingly charming personali- 
ty. He was born with a sense of struggle in his blood and it showed: 
he was a non-conformist through to his fingertips and was a clas- 
sic square peg. 

In 1924, when he was only twenty-six, one of the first cells of 
the fledgling Nazi Party was formed in Thuringia following the 


successful overthrow of its enfeebled left-wing government. 


Family 


His father, Heinrich Thomas Becker was born on the 30th of 
July 1867 in Frankfurt am Main. His mother, Frieda Johanne 
Louise (nee Hornaffer), was born in Rinteln am Main on the 19th 
of February 1870. 

The family had a decidedly artistic and intellectual inclina- 
tion. Becker senior started working as an anatomical illustrator in 


Schmalkalden, before moving his family to Marburg in the neigh- 


bouring State of Hesse, where he took up an appointment as a 
Lecturer, and later, Professor of Art at the University. His drawings 
were used in anatomical textbooks and journals and his influence 
on Becker's chosen vocation can be readily imagined. 

Becker family legend has it that one of his father’s prize pupils 
was the renowned artist George Grosz (1893-1959) who had been 
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conscripted into the Army in the First World War. Afterwards, he 
had become associated with the Berlin Dadaists and, after attacking 
German militarism and the bourgeoisie, fled to the United States in 
1932 where he became a naturalised citizen. 

Becker junior had understandably picked up a penchant both 
for pencil drawing and painting in water colours; his everyday 
handwriting sometimes conveyed obvious calligraphic flourishes. 
Becker was a devoted and dutiful son and maintained a very close 
relationship with his family, even throughout his life in Australia. 

His only sibling, an elder sister Elfriede (Elli) was born in 
Hamburg on the 5th of October 1897 and was a schoolteacher 
who worked her whole life in Marburg. Elli was especially profi- 
cient in a number of European languages, including French and 
Italian, and often accompanied her father on his many travels, act- 
ing as his interpreter and translator as well as his secretary. At one 
time, Elli became engaged to a man who joined the German army 
during the Great War but was killed in action. She never married. 

Unfortunately, little else is known or recorded about Becker's 
childhood and early years of education. 


World War I 


During the First World War, Becker served in France in the 
13th Pioneer Battalion. This was a front line engineering force 
responsible for wiring, sapping, using flame-throwers and accom- 
panying German infantry during attacks. They also dug and 
repaired roads and fortifications. 

Such Pioneer Battalions were a solution to the huge demand 
for labour created by each infantry Division. Their members were 
trained for and capable of ordinary infantry fighting and were 
expected to down tools, pick up arms and fight alongside their 
infantry comrades. But primarily they would be engaged on 
labouring work. They differed from the normal infantry because of 
their mixed credentials. There were those who were experienced 
with picks and shovels such as miners and road workers. Others, 
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such as smiths, bricklayers, joiners, carpenters, fitters and turners, 
engine drivers and masons were occupied in skilled activities and 


used technical stores not carried by the general infantry. 


Battle Service 


There is no indication as to precisely when or whether Becker 
enlisted or was conscripted, although he did say in 1945 that he 
had been “compelled to serve as a German soldier” in 1916. 

Becker was once reported as having said that during 1917 he 
had served at Verdun, Ypres and Cambrai and, between May and 
August 1918, at Ancre and on the Somme. He was probably mis- 
reported or he exaggerated, or it may have been a case of a little of 
both, but the chronologies described were not accurate. Besides, he 
would have had his interlocutor believe that he fought in virtually 
every major battle of the second half of the War. 

The Battle of Verdun-sur-Meuse was fought in north-eastern 
France between the 21st of February 1916 and the 19th of 
December 1916 with the loss of over 700,000 lives. It resulted in 
a stalemate. 

On Becker’s version of the dates, he would have been available 
to fight in the Third Battle of Ypres, or as 1t 1s better known 
Passchendaele, the Battle of the Mud. This ghastly conflict raged for 
months in southwest Belgium between July and November 1917. 

The First and Second Battles of Ypres were fought respectively 
in late 1914 and in the first half of 1915, which strongly suggests 
that he would have been too young to fight at those times. But 
who really knows? 

The Battle of Cambrai was fought in France from the 20th of 
November to the 3rd of December 1917 and was one of the first 
major tank battles waged by the British. That was certainly some- 
thing Becker was reported as having described, to his own obvious, 
though self-deprecating, horror. It was in a tank engagement that 
he sustained some of his injuries. In a letter he wrote in March 


1932 he remarked: 


74 


L PAEROA 0 


The Hitler Club 


"| may inform you by the way that I also am a returned soldier. 
| got my first wound in the tank battle at Cambrai and a second time 
in the retreat northward from St. Quentin. I was shot in the head.” 


The Somme and Ancre battles are very often mentioned in the 
same breath. The Somme offensive began on the 1st of July 1916 
and raged for four months. The Battle of Ancre, which was the 
final act of the Somme engagement, began in November 1916. 

So whether in fact Becker did or did not fight in all of these 
crucial killing theatres (there may be a touch of Walter Mitty about 
his statement) his bravery was incontestable. Becker’s son Heini still 
has custody of his father’s Iron Cross (Second Class) as well as his 
service medal, commissioned by President Hindenburg himself and 
awarded in 1934, the German Cross of Honour for the Great War. 

As has already been quoted, Becker was reported as saying that 
he was wounded in action twice and bore some slight scars: appar- 
ently, two scars on his right hand and forearm and one on his head 
above his forehead. 

On another occasion, in March 1936, a Port Adelaide 
Customs clerk who was on duty at the SS Altona, a German pas- 
senger and cargo ship, while supervising her loading and discharg- 
ing cargo, fell into conversation with Becker about the current 
international situation. 


Becker replied: 


“You and I will not have to go to another war”. 

I said, “You were in the last, Doctor" and he replied " Very much 
so, | was a corporal in the 13th Pioneers, a fighting unit, front line, 
you know we used to fire the flamenwarfers, minnenwarfers and so 


» 


on. 

| said "I was a Machine Gunner and those minnenwarfers of 
yours (using an everyday expression) used to put the breeze up me", 
and then, as if not to take all the glory for his side, he said “Not half 


as much as the Tanks put the wind up me". 


At Wars end, Becker was discharged with the rank of Lance 
Corporal (Gefreiter). 


In his autobiography published in 1955, the painter George 


Grosz said some things which would have resonated profoundly 
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with his slightly younger contemporary: 


T thought the war would never end. And perhaps it never did, 


either. Peace: was declared, but not all of us were drunk with joy or 


stricken. blind. Very little changed fundamentally, except that the 
proud German soldier had turned into a defeated bundle of misery 
and the great German army had disintegrated. 

| was disappointed, not because we had lost the war but because 
our people had allowed it to go on for so many years, instead of 


heeding the few voices of protest against all that mass insanity and 
slaughter." 


Medicine 


Before the war, Becker had considered studying medicine — his 
experiences on the battlefield convinced him that his future lay in 
becoming a doctor. After his demobilisation he applied for, and 
was chosen to attend, the Medical School at the University of 
Marburg and, for a time (during late 1921 and early 1922), in 
Munich. 

He commenced his studies in 1918 and graduated in 1924. 
For some time he practised as a house surgeon in the Hospital of 
Marburg and later, for a short while, in Haspe, Westphalia where 
he met the friend who would come to Australia with him. 

Becker then signed on as a ship's surgeon and extensively trav- 
elled the world for two years, from 1925 to 1927, in both the pas- 
senger and merchant services of the /Vorddeutscher-Lloyd Company, 
after which he resigned and obtained his passport. 

By that time, he had already visited Australia twice, and 
although his initial intention had been to travel extensively 
through Russia, he decided otherwise. It is still believed by his fam- 
ily that he had already visited Adelaide and Tanunda, and first met 
his future Australian wife, on one of those earlier visits. 

Becker first saw Adolf Hitler and heard him speak in the 
Munich Hofbrauhaus sometime in 1922, when he was studying in 
the Bavarian capital. He had obviously found the experience trans- 


formative. But it would seem that it was only later, when he had 
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taken up residence in Australia that he decided to couple his med- 
ical work with that of his endeavours on behalf of National 
Socialism. He, like so many other Germans both locally and over- 
seas, became thoroughly convinced that Hitler and the Nazi Party 
had the answers for a German renewal out of the disastrous peace 
that followed the Great War. 

In 1925, one Rear-Admiral Menche, at the time a suspected 
member of the young Nazi Party, made a journey to Australia 
which included a visit to Adelaide, where he met some important 
members of the local German community, who numbered among 
them Hermann Homburg and Heinrich Krawinkel. Menche was 
later to become a top official in the Auslands Organisation (AO) 
of the Party which was, in effect, the Foreign Office of the Party 
responsible, among other things, for the supervision and recruit- 
ment overseas of members of the Party. Menche had probably 
been commissioned to ascertain and evaluate what future there 
was for National Socialism in the German communities of the 
Antipodes, and included New Zealand, New Guinea and Samoa 


in his itinerary. 


South Australia 


Two years after Menches visit the 29 year old Becker, together 
with a younger friend Franz (Frankie) Drake, disembarked from the 
Norddeutscher-Lloyd vessel the Main at Port Adelaide. According to 
Becker, this ship, which had been freshly launched that very year, 
was the first passenger vessel to come to Australia after the Great 
War, when restrictions on German ships and their passengers com- 
ing to Australia had been finally lifted sometime in 1925. 

Becker was already fluent in French, presumably facilitated by 
his multilingual sister back home. But according to his own version, 
upon his arrival he could not speak or write English, which is 
remarkable given that, in only a short time, he came to speak with 
hardly any accent at all and was a confident and fluent writer. 

Contrary to beliefs held in some quarters, Becker did not 
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jump ship; his departure was orderly and recorded. That was on 
Fhursday the 29th of September 1927, two days after his birthday, 
He had paid his own passage by working as the ship’s surgeon 
while Drake had done likewise as an engineer. 

Born on the 31st of March 1901 at Minden in Westphalia, at 
one time Drake had been a leading mechanic in one of Germany: 
premier professional motorcycle racing teams. According to 
Australian Security's assessment, Drake's brothers in Germany were 
both early Storm Troopers and enthusiastic followers of Hitler. 

The two men maintained their close friendship throughout 
their time together in Australia. 

Ironically the Main, like both Becker and Drake, was to be a 
casualty of the coming War. It was sunk in 1940 after being torpe- 
doed by a Norwegian destroyer during the German invasion of 
Norway. 

The role of one Dr Krokowsky (sometimes spelt as 
Krakowsky), in asking Becker to come and work in Australia, 
remains a mystery. He died before the Second World War. He was 
an Adelaide doctor, and was reported to be of German origin, but 
had become naturalised. 


In Becker’s own words: 


“I made two voyages to Australia. | was approached on one of 
those voyages to settle in Australia; that was in Adelaide. I acceded to 
these requests to settle in Australia. It was on my second trip, in 1927, 
that I was approached by Dr Krakowsky in Adelaide. Dr Krakowsky 
is a Jew. He approached me to be his assistant. 1 accepted that offer. 
Before doing this I went back to Germany and came out again.” 


Becker also described how he had first met Hermann 
Homburg and Dr Basedow, both of whom were then Members of 
the State Parliament, with the former being Attorney-General and 
Minister for Industry in the Government headed by Richard 
Butler. The latter, a man of German extraction, had been a very 
influential State campaigner in the 1890s push towards the feder- 
ation of the Australian colonies. 

A couple of days after meeting them, Becker also met and was 
entertained by Heinrich Krawinkel who was then the German 
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Consul. At this time, neither Homburg nor Krawinkel had any 

knowledge that Becker had heard Hitler and subscribed to his views. 
They did not say much except to advise him to go to Tanunda, 

because that town needed another doctor. As Becker remarked: 


“At their instigation I went to Tanunda. Especially Basedow and 
Homburg; Krawinkel did not say much. He was the Consul and 
German representative here. They did not give me any assistance to 
go up there. They only told me to go to that town and start my prac- 


> 


tice... 


For reasons which are unknown, Homburg and Basedow had 
dissuaded Becker from joining the Jewish doctor in the city. But 
Becker has given some clue as to why he did not carry out his orig- 


inal plan: 


"When I got here Dr. Krakowsky said my papers were not here, 
that he could not do anything for me, and that he could not give me 
the wages he had promised me.” 


Becker had come armed with his two medical degrees of which 
he was understandably proud. One was his Certificate as Doctor 
of Medicine granted by the University of Marburg on the 13th of 
August 1924. The other was the Certificate of Approbation as a 
Doctor who may practise in the German Reich, granted by the 
Prussian Minister for Public Welfare on the 25th of July 1924. 

Within a few days Drake had, through mutual contacts, been 
able to secure a job as a mechanic working on motor cars and farm 
machinery, through the patronage of a man called Peters at 
Freeling; he started there and lived in a room in the Freeling Hotel. 


Drake remained a bachelor all his life. 


Tanunda 


With the resourcefulness that was always one of his remark- 
able characteristics, Becker set about establishing a lucrative med- 
ical practice, earning himself, at the height of his powers, an 
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income estimated (by one informer to Australian Security) at 
approximately £2000 a year or the equivalent of around $400,000 
in today’s terms. That estimate must be substantially tempered in 
light of income figures that were disclosed by Becker in subsequent 
court proceedings. 

He commenced in Tanunda a little over a month after his 
arrival, in October 1927. His practice lay chiefly among the farm- 
ing people of German descent. He inserted personal advertise- 
ments in the local Barossa News (on the 7th of June 1928) and Die 
Australische Zeitung (on the 27th of October 1927): the latter was 
a German language newspaper, published in Tanunda and edited 
by one Monsy Schulz. Becker was pleased to describe himself as Dr 
(med.) J. Heinrich Becker MD MS (Marburg), Physician, Surgeon 
and Accoucheur [obstetrician]. 

He did all these things in the innocent but mistaken belief that 
both of his German qualifications were equivalent to those held by 
local medical practitioners and therefore sufficient to allow him to 
commence practice without any obstacle: in Germany, registration 
had not been a prerequisite. 

But as early as August 1930 there were ominous portents of 
Becker’s problems to come. A letter to him from a friend in Sydney 
said: 


“We heard a long time ago that you had settled in South 
Australia and had had difficulties with the doctors here about carry- 
ing on your practice. | can imagine how sick these bunglers were that 
a German doctor should be bold enough to succeed...I know myself 
how difficult it is for a German in Australia to maintain himself as an 
independent man. However, we wont reproach ourselves. 

Germany is still Germany, only in obedience to necessity we 
have squeezed ourselves in out here. In Germany, things look very bad 
for your class and also for middle-class trades-people. We can only 
hope that the brethren who have driven us out will soon have had 


enough, and will make way for other people more capable of running 
things.” 


In 1930 a Professor Mannhardt (the same one to whom Pastor 
Stolz later wrote) from Marburg University toured Australia and 
contacted prominent Germans, including Becker. Mannhardt was 
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the special officer in charge of Germanism Overseas in the 
Volksbund fuer das Deutschtum in Auslande (usually referred to as 
the VDA or Folk League for Germans Abroad). This Folk League 
had the carriage of the Nazi Party's quixotic policy of seeking to 
unite all people of German race who were living abroad, irrespec- 
tive of their citizenship. 

The Australian Intelligence Service (no doubt acting upon 
information provided by their British counterparts) surmised that 
Mannhardt was, like Admiral Menche before him, assessing the 
local situation for the Nazi Party, and thought it was reasonable to 
assume that it was his recommendation which may have secured 
for Becker his first official position of Nazi influence. However, 
Security did note that there had been some talk of Becker showing 
an interest in joining the Freemasons in 1930: obviously had he 
done so it would have ruined any prospects of a career in the Party. 
In any event: 


“Dr Becker evidently received instructions to begin organising 
the Nazi Party in Australia in 1931. He sought all party members, and 
began in South Australia to hold meetings and discussion evenings. 
All Reich Germans were invited to attend the latter.” 


It was originally not clear to Australian Security whether 
Beckers appointment to the office of Landesvertrauensmann 
(according to Becker incorrectly translated as the Confidential 
Agent of the Nazi Party) occurred before or after he had left 
Germany: but Mannhardt’s influence seemed certain. Agents by 
this name were sent out to a variety of countries as diverse as the 
United States, Great Britain and the Cameroons to pave the way 
for the Auslands Organisation. 

In any event, according to Security, as early as 1931 Becker 
was using this title and gathering German nationals of Nazi per- 
suasion in Australia in preparation for mooted administrative Party 
changes. On Becker’s own version, he was not appointed to this 
office until January 1933. 

Many, but not all, of the names which Becker originally col- 
lected were already Nazi Party members before they had arrived in 
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Australia. 


It was noted that: 


throughout the whole of this preparatory period [Dr 
Becker] was reporting to the Nazi Party on German firms who gave 
trade away from Germany, and also undoubtedly, though there is no 
evidence, compiling lists of Jewish-controlled businesses.” 


By 1933 Becker had laid a good foundation with which to 
greet the changes in the Party structure that were soon to occur in 
Berlin. And in 1934 Australian Security were also starting to keep 
a close eye on developments in Melbourne, where a Nazi move- 
ment was starting to stir and evidence of anti-Jewish propagandis- 
ing was growing. 

One briefing note of the Security Service in November 1937 
commented: 


"In December 1933, Becker came under notice in Melbourne 
for his Nazi activities amongst the German residents there. Meetings 
were held, with extraordinary precautions for secrecy, in the homes of 
Germans...” 


As will become clear shortly, Becker had a cast-iron alibi in 
relation to this allegation: he was not in the country then. 

It was noticed by Security that the Reich Government would 
take the opportunity, whenever possible, to send out Nazi opera- 
tives, if applications were made to Germany for any experts in 
trade or industry to come to Australia to assist. 

In March 1936 Becker received a letter from a German busi- 
nessman who was using Becker’s knowledge to gain access to local 
businesses for the purposes of fostering the export of goods from 
Germany. He told of his own poignant recent history in Australia: 


“Your address was given to me a few days ago by Australian 
friends who came to see me. | myself was in Australia from 1911- 
1919 (including internment at Holsworthy (NSW)). You can imag- 
ine that I, as an overseas German, follow with lively interest the work 
that is being done out there and how the overseas Germans live now 
and what their activities are. 


We in the Reich are trying by every means to encourage export 
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trade above all things.” 


Becker's response was pessimistic: 


“Unfortunately conditions in Australia are such that they protect 
themselves against any kind of import from abroad...The medium 
and small importers soon went bankrupt [during the Depression] and 
now the big importers (almost all Jewish or firms with Jewish inter- 
ests) are the only people in a position to import from abroad, because 
they alone have credit abroad. You can easily imagine for yourself 
where the import of German goods stands.” 


Being a Doctor 


There was, however, a huge professional problem that was to 
conunue to haunt Dr Becker for his remaining years in Australia. 
He was not a registered medical practitioner under or by virtue of 
the Medical Practitioners Act 1919 (South Australia). 

In order to obtain such registration, Becker needed to be able 
to satisfy the local Medical Board both that his German qualifica- 
tions were precisely equivalent to those held by locally registered 
doctors (a proposition that was never going to be readily conced- 
ed) and that there was an arrangement of reciprocity between 
Germany and South Australia, whereby the latter’s doctors would 
be able to travel to and freely work in Germany, and vice versa. He 
could certainly never satisfy the latter criterion, 

The real rub for Becker lay in the nature and composition of 
the authority that was pulling the strings over the matter. It was the 
very powerful, all-controlling British Medical Association (BMA), 
and in the post-World War environment such an august and 
monopolistic institution was most unlikely to be even remotely 
sympathetic to the aspirations of a parvenu, hailing from a former 
enemy nation, especially when its principal brief was to give appro- 
priate recognition to the predominant interests of the subjects of 
the British Empire. Though the BMA had what it called a Federal 
Council in Australia (i.e. it was dressed up to appear to be a local 
concern) the centre of power was clear and hence most unlikely to 
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be in favour of any aliens. 

Such a state of affairs was, however, grist to Becker’s mill; he 
welcomed any opportunity to challenge British authority. He had 
found a new theatre of war against the British and he was going to 


take them on come what may. 


Opposition 


Undaunted by his initial lack of success in seeking to become 
registered, Dr Becker pushed on. However, in turn, he faced con- 
siderable and mounting professional competition and opposition 
in Tanunda. 

At least six other lawfully registered medical practitioners were 
located in the Barossa Valley, namely Doctors Altmann, Juttner 
(both the Elder and the Younger), Grote, Deravin (from 
Nuriootpa) and Hoopmann. The nature of their respective person- 
al relationships with Becker is not known; but their professional 
attitude to this foreign upstart became clear in no ume at all. 

As early as October 1927 Dr F. J. E. Juttner (the Elder), obvi- 
ously purporting to speak on behalf of them all, informed Becker 
that no registered medical practitioner would consult with him. 
Just a month later, Dr Altmann informed various patients that he 
would not consult or acknowledge Becker. In 1929 Dr Grote sum- 
moned the energy to express his unwillingness to work with an 
unregistered doctor. Dr Hoopmann even went to the trouble of 
informing the relative of a patient that he would not consult with 
Becker, or continue to attend the patient, if Becker ever became 
associated with that patient. Dr Deravin also made it clear that he 
would not deal with an unregistered doctor and Dr Juttner (the 
Younger) was, again from as early as October 1927, unwilling to 
work with Becker and used his father to convey his attitude. 

These indications meant that Becker was isolated and could 
never obtain the services of an anaesthetist in the event that he per- 
formed any surgery. His prescriptions were not honoured by any 
chemists in the Barossa Valley (with one notable exception who 
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was himself not legally qualified, although his assistant was) and 
nursing sisters at the local hospitals also ostracised him. Becker had 
been well and truly worked over by his medical peers, none of 
whom had technically superior qualifications to those of Becker. 

But he was the nouveau arrive who was taking business away 
from them. 

Why was Becker so successful? The reasons were not hard to 
find. Becker was essentially a people’s person. He drank and 
socialised and had a good time with the locals, who quickly came 
to revere him: he was not afraid to be himself. If patients could not 
aftord to pay for his services he did not ask them to do so. In many 
cases he was rewarded with generous parcels of wine, fresh pro- 
duce, fresh-killed meat or the latest from a batch of home-smoked 
wursts. 

He was a refreshingly different physician who successfully 
commanded the latest techniques, some of which were hitherto 
untried: he was a superb doctor. His treatments had what in pres- 
ent times would be regarded as a decidedly naturopathic bent. He 
was always prepared to do emergency night calls, even to the far- 
thest points of the Valley. Nothing was too much bother for him. 

Finally, his was a commanding, endearing and down to earth 
personality which invited the confidence of patients who were 
tired of the stuffy and aloof medical old guard with their British 
ways. 

He was both an intractable competitor and his peers’ worst, 


previously unimagined threat. 


Libel 


And then someone gave a story to Smith’s Weekly which was 
a populist newspaper that enjoyed wide local and national circula- 
tion between 1918 and 1950 and was, at the time, owned, print- 
ed and published by one Robert Clyde Packer. 

The published story was that Becker had, by his quackery and 
exotic methods, caused the deaths of two of his patients, Arthur 
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Graetz and Elizabeth Schuster. The spiel was published on the 
29th of June 1929. 

Almost immediately Becker instructed his solicitors and insti- 
tuted an action for libel in the Supreme Court of South Australia, 
His new war was now well and truly under way. After various pre- 
dictable interlocutory joustings between the parties, the matter 
finally came on for trial before the Chief Justice (Sir George 
Murray), sitting alone without a jury. The evidence took twelve 
days to hear in September 1931 and the judgment was handed 
down on Monday the 9th of November that year. Murray CJ 
found that there had been a libel and gave judgment in favour of 
Dr Becker, awarding him the handsome sum of £5000 damages in 
addition to his costs of the action. The bill of costs (which were to 
be recovered by Becker from the loser) was taxed at a figure in 
excess of £750. 

Smith's Weekly immediately took the matter on appeal to the 
High Court of Australia and succeeded only in having the award 
halved. But in all other respects the decision at first instance 
remained undisturbed. Becker was, for the time being, wholly vin- 
dicated. His first foray into the new field of battle had been a 
resounding success. 

In the absence of the trial transcript the only extant summary 
of the evidence came, ironically, from a report by Smiths Weekly 
itself. In its issue of the 26th of September 1931 it gave a complete 


outline of the evidence tendered by both parties and prefaced it 
with: 


" During a great part of the hearing the court was like a medical 
lecture hall, being crowded with doctors and medical students, who 
listened intently to the highly technical evidence given by professors 
and medical men of high standing, upon the use, the value, and the 
dangerous properties of the drug known as Atophan." 


Apart from Becker, the plaintiff's case relied on two witnesses, 
Professor C.S. Hicks of Adelaide University, Professor of 
Physiology and Pharmacology and Mr N.N.W. Johnstone, a for- 


mer employee of the defendant newspaper. 
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The defence called fifteen witnesses, including relatives of the 
deceased persons whom Becker treated, three police officers who 
were concerned in investigating the deaths and three medical 
experts: Dr Ray a Rhodes Scholar and Dean of the Faculty of 
Medicine at Adelaide University, Dr Stewart Cowan, Physician to 
Melbourne Hospital and Lecturer in Therapeutics at Melbourne 
University and Dr C. B. Kay, a dentist of Tanunda. 

Hermann Adolph Brauer, a pharmacist from Tanunda (whose 
name persists to this day in a line of pharmaceutical medicines) 
was also called and he told the court how he could not dispense 
Becker's prescriptions because they were written in a special code: 


“Becker had told him that the prescriptions were in code so that 
other doctors could not learn what he was prescribing.” 


It was reported that: 


“Nearly every prescription written by him was made up by the 
chemist M. E. Heuzenroeder. Certain drugs were written in code, as he 


wanted to keep his prescriptions secret from the other doctors who 
patronised the chemist Brauer, because he belonged to their church.” 


During his extensive evidence (he spent the best part of three 
days in the witness box) Becker told of his war service, his wounds 
and then how, after the German Revolution of 1918 when the 
Kaiser abdicated, he studied medicine at the University of 
Marburg for three years, Munich University for one year and 
returned to complete his degree at Marburg for two more years. 
He graduated after passing the Staats examination. Later, he went 
as house-surgeon to Haspe Hospital in Westphalia. 

He had joined the Norddeutscher-Lloyd shipping line as ship's 
surgeon on account of his health and his desire for change. 

He first came to South Australia in April 1927 when he met 
Dr Krakowsky, who invited Becker to come to Adelaide as his 
assistant. Krakowsky had offered him 10 to 15 guineas a week, 
25% of all big work and free residence in his home. Becker told 
the court how eventually Hermann Homburg had dissuaded him 
from this course and suggested Tanunda as his place of practice. 


67 





———— — — — The Hitler Club 





In regard to the central issue of the case, the prescribing of the 


drug Atophan, it was reported that: 


"[h]e had prescribed Atophan for patients in Tanunda, but did 
not consider it was a dangerous drug, and he had never read of an 
instance of death being due to Atophan poisoning. He did not set 
himself up as a great doctor, but as great as any doctor practising in 


the district." 


Out of 2681 patients for whom he had prescribed medications 
up to the end of June 1929, 512 had been given Atophan. 

The defence case certainly was not assisted by one of their wit- 
nesses, Mrs Alma Warner of Gawler, who told the court that she 
had consulted Dr Becker and got some Atophan: 


9 » 
“It made her quite well, and now she would swear by it. 


Professor Hicks was recalled to the witness box to give some 


crucial evidence in rebuttal. He was reported as saying: 


“..Atophan must be given with great care because acute pro- 
gressive atrophy of the liver might be produced by it, and would be 
fatal. People should be prohibited from using Atophan except under 
professional advice, but it was not a dangerous drug in the hands of a 


competent medical practitioner." 


Allegations 


The factual allegations raised by Smith's Weekly against Dr 
Becker were extremely serious. The salient events were that Becker 
had been administering to various patients, including Graetz and 
Schuster, the drug Atophan. It bore other trade names including 
Cinchophen, Quinophan and Phenaquin. 

This consisted of a compound, phenyl-quinolin-carboxylic 
acid, which was used in the treatment of gout; its purpose was to 
eliminate uric acid. It was also an analgesic used for the relief of 
pain arising from other conditions. Its use had begun in Germany 
in 1908 and became general. But in 1922 serious doubts were 
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starting to be expressed as to the safety of the drug because it was 
suspected of having caused some cases of acute yellow jaundice 
occasioned by ( sometimes fatal) liver damage. 

These and other doubts were renewed in 1926. Learned arti- 
cles in professional journals did not dispel them altogether. The 
press was alerted to these dangers by a medical practitioner in 
Tanunda who drew their attention to articles on the topic, in the 
Medical Journal of Australia, of the 27th of April and the 1st of 
June 1929. 

Smiths Weekly had used the following inflammatory text in 
relation to Becker, concerning him both personally and in his pro- 
fessional capacity: 


“Sudden Death! Tanunda’s Alien Healer” 
“Does he use Atophan?” 
“German Quack runs riot on the Murray Flats” 


“German Quack and Atophan” 


“Why did “Dr Becker leave the Fatherland?” 

“Alarming position in Tanunda” 

“A ghastly menace to the lives of South Australians, and an 
appalling appearance of official negligence in regard to it, are revealed 
by recent happenings on the Murray Flats of South Australia.” 

"Atophan, a drug which caused scores to die in agonizing pain, 
is being bought and used extensively throughout the district by igno- 
rant people who have been advised to take it by someone who knows 
full well its possible deadly effect.” 

“A “Healer” who has been refused registration as a doctor by the 
Medical Board of South Australia and whose past is shrouded in mys- 
tery, has set himself up as a great doctor, and is battening on the 
credulity of the German vignerons who make up almost the entire 
populauon from Kapunda to Swan Reach. With alarming frequency, 
cases of sudden death, or death after a short ilIness, have taken place, 
but although the police have made investigations, the local Justices, 
who are empowered to act as coroners, have not ordered a single 
inquest”. “The district is probably unique in Australia, being practi- 
cally a German colony. Before the War there were many men and 
women, born in the district, who had not throughout their lives 
learned more than a few words of English. It is natural, therefore, that 
the racial pride is strong, and things German are to them what the 
heather is to the Scotsman. Latterly, however, whispers of strange 
things have reached Adelaide... 


The person referred to as ‘Doctor Becker has in this country no 
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more right to describe himself as a doctor of medicine than Robinson 
Crusoe would have... 

At first he was accepted at face value even by the medical men of 
the place. All the German folk, impressed by his qualifications, and 
believing that, as he had recently come from the Fatherland, he was 
the last word in medical science and practice, flocked to his rooms 


and paid him handsomely for his treatment... 

As he could not get an anaesthetist, he was not able to conduct 
or undertake surgery, but notwithstanding that there are many cases 
which cannot be treated without use of the knife, there is no record 


of anyone being turned away from Becker’s door... 
About this time it was observed that nearly every prescription 


. . . » 
written by Becker was dispensed by the same chemist. 


Then the paper moved on to deal with the two deaths which 
it regarded as significant. 

In April 1929 Arthur Carl Graetz, a thirty-four year old from 
Tarrangurk near Dimboola in Victoria, paid a visit to his cousin in 
Nuriootpa. Graetz suffered from Brights disease. He carried with 
him a letter from a Victorian physician which indicated that he 
had high blood pressure. This was a precaution. Ín case he was 
taken ill the summoned doctor would have a history to help make 
a rapid diagnosis. 

While in Tanunda, Graetz consulted Dr Becker. He was exam- 
ined and a prescription was written. Powders, which he had been 
told to take, were unpleasant in taste and of brown colour. After a 
week of treatment, he was taken ill suddenly, complaining of pain 
in the forehead and then at the back of the head. Following a hot 
bath, he collapsed. He asked, between moans, to see Becker and 
for something to deaden the pain. But before his cousin returned 
with aid Graetz was dead. 

The police were notified. The local Coroner, a Justice of the 
Peace and a boot-maker by trade, directed that no post-mortem be 


held and deemed that no inquest would be necessary. 
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In June 1929, forty-one year old Mrs Elizabeth Schuster of 
Freeling suddenly collapsed in the Freeling Hospital, where she 
was being treated for a complaint that appeared to be caused 
through a septic throat. Her death certificate stated that death was 
due to heart failure. There was no inquest. 

Although a healthy woman, she had been suffering for some 
time from a rheumatic affection of the knee. After being treated by 
several doctors, she was recommended to see Dr Becker who treat- 
ed her with a lotion and brown powder of a most unpleasant taste, 
to be taken internally. 

After the treatment had been going for about four weeks, she 
became so ill that her husband insisted that she see a doctor and 
go into hospital. She had complained of pains in the forehead and 
the back of the head. Her eyes were no longer normal in appear- 
ance. Early on Sunday morning, Mrs Schuster took a bad turn. 
She died before her husband could get her to hospital. 

In the court hearing the Nursing Matron at the Freeling 
Hospital, at the ime Mrs Schuster was admitted, was reported as 


testifying: 


“that Mrs. Schuster was in a state of collapse before her death. 
Her skin was yellow when she was admitted, but became deeper, and 
she was frightfully yellow when she died. She had never seen a case in 
which the patient had become so deeply yellow as Mrs. Schuster did 
after her death.” 


A third death, which was only briefly touched upon in the 
court hearing, was that of one Paul Zwar, a fifty-eight year old 
farmer who had been prescribed Atophan. The prescription had 
been given to alleviate pain which he was experiencing with a chron- 
ic hip condition. On the 3rd of July 1928 he died suddenly in a hos- 
pital bath, while undergoing treatment involving electricity. 

A registered medical practitioner was called in and he deter- 
mined that Zwar had died from heart failure. It was decided by the 
coroner that no inquest was necessary. It was established that the 
patient had not been under Becker’s treatment for a fortnight lead- 
ing up to his death. 
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Zwar’s eldest son later became a business associate of Otto 
Goern, the washing machine manufacturer in Tanunda and Nazi 


Party member and Treasurer. 


It was clear that the overall tenor of the newspapers allegations 
and assertions painted Becker as ignorant, callous, careless and 
cruel; he was depicted as an imposter and charlatan and a menace 
to public safety that was guilty of manslaughter or, even worse, 
murder, There was also an innuendo that, before coming to South 
Australia, Becker had engaged in some unspecified, discreditable 
conduct that compelled him to leave Germany. 

The High Court of Australia handed down its decision on the 
appeal on the 15th of August 1932. As Mr Justice Dixon observed: 


“In all the circumstances, it was not unnatural that a registered 
practitioner carrying on his work in opposition to [Becker] should 
desire to see his undoing. The unusual frequency with which he used 


. . » 
a modern German drug provided an opportunity. 


The Judge went on to find that the newspaper really had no 
defence open to it. Interestingly, he observed that Atophan was 
freely available and “on sale in tablet form at chemists and other 
shops”: presumably a prescription was not needed to acquire it. 

He gave a clue (which did not go unheeded) to the authorities 


for possible future action against Dr Becker, when he commented: 


"The unlawful conduct of which [Dr Becker] was guilty consist- 
ed, not in the performance of medical work for reward [while being 
unregistered],but in advertising and holding himself out as being a 
doctor of medicine, doctor, or medical practitioner." 


Mr Justice Evatt commented on the other major aspect of the 


libel; 


“...the defendants had to show that their description of [Dr 
Becker] as a “German Quack’ was published as and for an expression 
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of their opinion about him. But [ am satisfied that, seen in their true 
relation to the article, the words “German Quack runs riot on the 
Murray Flats” would be understood by a reader of the article as mean- 
ing, not that Smiths Weekly were merely expressing their opinion 
that Becker was a ‘quack’ but that Smith's Weekly asserted that such 
was a correct description of him; in other words asserted as fact that 


3 539 
he wasa German quack 


Later, the Judge considered the question of the correct meas- 
ure of the award of damages. He sought to distinguish a libel of 
Becker in his personal as opposed to his professional capacity: 


"The reference to [Dr Becker] as a "quack" is, however a con- 
demnation of his professional attainments and methods, and would 
greatly affect professional reputation, though personal reputation 
would also be affected to a lesser degree. To say that [Dr Becker] reck- 
lessly used a dangerous drug in the course of his practice is also calcu- 
lated to injure professional reputation. I doubt very much whether 
any serious personal, as distinct from professional, misconduct was 
imputed at all, although it is impossible to say that some of the alle- 
gations did not bear a double aspect. The question “If Becker is the 
clever physician he claims to be, why did he leave Germany?” and the 
statement that his “past is shrouded in mystery” certainly suggest a 
personal stain...” 


It is this distinction that provided the basis for a majority of 
the Judges of the Court reducing the final award of damages to 
Becker by one-half, to £2,500. 

As Mr Justice Rich observed: 


»...the impurations upon [Dr Becker] — an educated foreigner 
belonging in his own country to a learned profession — were calculat- 
ed to hold him up to infamy as an inhuman or reckless exploiter of 
the sick, charging him with extensive manslaughter or worse.” 


It is worth noting that one of the senior counsel to appear 
before the High Court, representing the Packer Press, was Robert 
Gordon Menzies KC, the future war-time Prime Minister of 
Australia and quintessential Anglophile. 
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Slander 


In the meantime Becker had (on the 18th of December 1931 
and shortly after the success of the original libel trial before Murray 
CJ) commenced a civil suit for slander in the Local Court, within 
the jurisdiction of a Stipendiary Magistrate at Tanunda. 

He had sued Dr Altmann, his most active opponent and the 
spokesperson for the Barossa Valley doctors. The allegation was 
made that Dr Altmann had taken the Atophan story to the journal- 
ists of Smith’s Weekly and, in relating the story to them, had slan- 
dered Becker. 

The matter came on appeal to the Supreme Court on a pre- 
liminary legal point, before Mr Justice Napier. He ruled, in part at 
least, in Becker’s favour. 

But the actual trial of this matter never proceeded. The action 
was compromised and settled by the parties on confidential and 
undisclosed terms. However, a number of years later Becker inti- 
mated that it had been resolved in his favour, which was hardly 
surprising given the earlier outcome in the High Court. 

The courtroom battlefield was proving to be a rewarding 


place. 


Marriage 


Undeterred by what had happened, and perhaps even fortified 
by it, Becker married Mona Gertrude Price exactly one week after 
his High Court triumph. 

They wed on Monday the 22nd of August 1932 at the St 
Stephen’s Lutheran Church in Wakefield Street, Adelaide. 

The officiating Minister was the VELKA Pastor Johann Adolf 
Richard Held, a Prussian-born man who had become naturalised 
in 1913, and who was also in charge of the St John’s Lutheran 
Church in Tanunda. Held had come under adverse notice during 
the First World War for apparently disloyal remarks. In 1936, 


authorities noted that the Pastor was “a particularly active Nazi.” 
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The Hit 


The witnesses who signed the register were Monas younger 
X . 
sister Babe (Velma) and one of Becker's friends, Kurt Hunger, who 
was a carpenter from Berri in the Riverland. 


Mona 


Mona (her husband's pet name for her was Putzi which trans- 
lates roughly as cutie) was born on the 31st of January 1906, the 
second youngest of the family of one son and four daughters of 
Samuel and Emma Price. 

Her father was of Cornish descent. He was born in 1876 and 
had established a well known butchery and bakery business on 
Yorke Peninsula. The family name still lives on in the bakery busi- 
ness today. For a time he had been the licensee of the Central 
Hotel in Kadina before he took over the Seven Stars Hotel in 
Angas Street, Adelaide. 

Monas mother was born Emma Helena Weidenbach in 1877 
(though not a relative of the first Prussian consul); Monas German 
connection was already in her blood. She possessed the striking 
good looks that her daughter inherited. 

Both of Monas parents died within a very short time of each 
other. In 1922, her mother died at the age of forty-five as a result 
of complications and infection following surgery for stomach can- 
cer and her father followed within six months, drinking himself to 
death at the age of forty-six. 

There was a rumour that Mona had been engaged no fewer 
than seven times prior to meeting Becker and that one of her suit- 
ors had committed suicide. She was an ambitious, strong-minded 
woman, and independently well-heeled, having received a decent 
inheritance on the death of her parents. The Price family was and 
remained very close knit. 

Mona was at last on the move and she gladly hitched her for- 
tune to a dashing, good-looking and socially popular professional 
man who obviously carried the promise of a substantial and 
assured income. To use an old-fashioned word, Mona was a 
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socialite who understood the workings and weaknesses of men. 
Only a wealthy man could keep her in the manner to which 

she had been accustomed. And she was renowned for her spend. 
thrift nature. She had her favourite dressmaker in Adelaide. 
delightfully named Edna Neck, who designed and made exclusive 
Exshicns for a clientele drawn entirely from the social set. Durin 
her marriage to Becker, Mona would burn all her clothes from the 
preceding season. Putting them in the poor box was not then an 
option as it was unseemly for a well-to-do lady. Mona was natu- 
rally gifted with a green thumb and she delighted in flowers and all 
things floral. It was she who would prepare displays for receptions 
and functions in the civic halls. She often visited people who were 
elderly, sick or confined and would take them cheerful floral offer- 
ings. She was also a first rate seamstress and was the proud owner 
of a Singer treadle sewing machine on which she could demon- 
strate her skills. 

Although Mona only socialised in the better-moneyed circles 
in the early years of her marriage, she loved to play bridge and reg- 
ularly entertained a small coterie of women who shared that pas- 
sion. But she was more intent upon setting up home as a country 
doctors wife. The one sport she was known to play, infrequently at 
that, was croquet. 

Mona is now remembered as a woman, who could tell a good 
joke and be the life of a party, but she would never gossip or say 
anything bad about anyone else; she was upbeat, positive and 
always patient and tolerant. Because of Beckers alien status, the 
couple was unable to purchase a home. Instead, the newlyweds 
soon rented premises at number 6 Julius Street, Tanunda: the owner 
had returned to Germany and they paid a rental of 27/6 per week. 

Originally, Becker had run his surgery from rooms in the 
Victoria Hotel — he had become a very good friend of the publi- 
can — but he now shifted it to his new home. He had a secretary 


and receptionist and Mona looked after the practices books and 
accounts, 


Julius Street was a very comfortable three-bedroom, 
Californian style bungalow. Its wide passage formed the waiting 
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room and one bedroom had been converted to be the surgery itself. 

The home had its own staff-establishment which cost Becker 
£14 per week. There was a man to do the gardening. He grew their 
supplies of vegetables, red currants and raspberries: he kept an eye 
on the outside maintenance and was the general boots. But Mona 
was a very keen gardener in her own right and ensured that the flo- 
ral plantings were to her taste. There was a local woman who 
attended to the chores indoors and a lot of the cooking and, later, 
a young girl was hired to act as the nanny for the children when 
they came along. As was the protocol, the nanny dined separately 
from the family, eating alone at the kitchen table. 

The couple had an Australian terrier called Frzzzze which was 
cuddly and affectionate, and Dr Becker was often seen taking it for 
walks around the town. 

The couple loved to travel on most Fridays to Adelaide and 
shop at its markets. Becker was a fine self-taught cook and he 
showed Mona how to prepare the favoured German dish of saddle 
of hare (Hasenrucken), threaded with bacon, using a special 
German-made larding needle, which became one of their favourite 
dishes. 

According to Monsy Schulz, who became friendly with 
Becker: 


“We did a bit of hunting on Saturdays, and Dr. Becker knew a 
good deal about hares, and he said “You must eat it as Mrs. Becker 
serves”, so | went around there and had a meal.” 


For breakfast every morning one of the bakers in Tanunda 
would make to order special bread rolls for the Beckers to have 
with their morning coffee. Traditional German foods — wursts, 
onions, ham, dill pickles, apfelstrudel, etc — were their favoured 
snacks although Monas Australian upbringing introduced him to 
the more staid, English-style fare favoured by the locals. There was 
always a regular influx of fresh foodstuffs from Becker’s patients. If 
he had one weakness, it was his abiding penchant for marzipan, 
the ground almond confectionary. 

It is still clearly recalled that there was no bossiness between 
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the married couple. They never exchanged a cross word. | nstead, i 

is fondly remembered as having been a very happy household, 
Apart from the changes to his personal affairs, Becker contin. 

ued the conduct of his medical practice, undaunted and unchal. 


lenged. 


The Party 


His two legal victories saw Becker’s stocks rise immeasurably 
in the Tanunda district. It was a boost to his personal and profes- 
sional prestige, and some even saw it as a vindication of their pro- 
German or anti-British sentiments. 

Dr Becker was, on any reckoning, now a relatively well-to-do 
individual. His practice continued to flourish. 

As evidenced by recently de-classified security documents, 
Becker had joined the Nazi Party on the Ist of March 1932 (mem- 
bership no. 9525500); as did Mona herself, though much later on 
the Ist of April 1935 (no. 3609993). (Why Monas membership 
number was lower than his when she joined later is not clear: per- 
haps hers was part of a separate record for female members, but 
one cannot be sure). 

On the 5th of March 1932 Becker commented in a letter: 


“We hope that when our [Party] comes to power, we shall be 
able to impose heavy fines on all German firms who give away to for- 
eign countries work which can be accomplished in Germany. It is in 
order to watch such firms that I am placed here in Tanunda.” 


Whether Becker had ever been a member of the Party before 
1932 is not wholly clear, although he always denied it. It was sug- 
gested by Security that the 1932 date may have merely signified a 
transfer of his membership from Germany to Australia, rather than 
the processing of an entirely new membership application. 

But Becker impliedly maintained that he did not use the title 
of Landesvertrauensmann until his appointment to that office on 


the Ist of January 1933, which probably provided indirect proof 
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of his version. There is additional support for Beckers version 
because Security maintained that Becker had written a letter of 
inquiry in 1931 about the prospect of his becoming a Freemason, 
a position that would have been incompatible with his member- 
ship of the Party, or would have made it untenable later. Security 
thought otherwise, and frankly the true situation is unclear in the 


absence of that letter. 
However, on one occasion at least, in 1936, he was reported as 


saying: 7 | | 

* that he was one of the first to join the Hitler movement in 

Germany, that it meant a lot of work out here for him and he really 
could not afford the time to do it, as he had a busy practice. 


Unfortunately, this observation was not very helpful at pin- 
pointing the time of his possible first involvement in Nazism, since 
the Hitler Movement had been up and running from the early 
1920s. What he said in 1936 may only have been in the nature of 
an idle boast. On the other hand it fits with his story that he had 
attended at Hitler’s beer hall orations in Munich as early as 1921. 
If nothing else, the comment may confirm Becker’ attraction to 
the Hitler Movement from its virtual inception, regardless of 
whether he was an actual member. It also reflects the part-time 
nature of being even a moderately high-ranking Nazi official in a 


place like Australia. 


His good friend Frankie Drake also joined the Party, a little 
later in February 1933, but upon his naturalisation in 1937 forfeit- 
ed his membership. 

Officially, Dr Becker consistently maintained that he had 
joined the Party for one reason. He cited the pretext that he need- 
ed access to the latest medical literature and journals from Germany 
and membership of the Party was the sole assurance to that end. 
But that was probably only a partly truthful claim, given that he 
had joined the Party before it seized the reins of power; Australian 
Security always seemed to treat it with total skepticism. Eventually, 
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the Nazi Party’s stranglehold on the regulation of the German pro- 
fessions did become tantamount to a monopoly and Becker's asser- 
tion was likely to have been the truth from 1933 onwards. 

Nonetheless, even before these events unfolded, Becker had 
been engaged in another local grapple. One can only assume that 
in this regard he was embarking on some intelligence work for the 
Party following Professor Mannhardts visit. 

In 1931 he had written a letter to the German Club in 
Flinders Street in Adelaide (des Sued-Australische | Allgemeinen 
Deutschen Vereins Inc. or SAADV). The Club was essentially a non- 
political association dedicated to and catering for its members 
recreational, social and cultural pursuits. Unsurprisingly, Becker 
saw it as fertile ground for recruitment of members for the Party 
and he wrote to see if the Club would provide him with a list of 
names of any of its members who were also Nazis. 

The Club refused to comply. 

Therefore, in the following year Becker tried a new tack: he 
invited the Club’s Secretary to join a society which he was forming 
for the conduct of Nazi discussion evenings. Presumably this 
occurred, on his version, after he had attained membership of the 
Party. 

The Secretary of the Club politely declined. 

Earlier on, again in 1931, he had attempted to get a publish- 
er of a Queensland German-Australian language newspaper (the 
Herald) to publish materials relating to Nazism and the Party. That 
also had got him nowhere. 

But for Becker, a source of real frustration and, later, loathing 
came in the form of the upper-class Dr Asmis (the German 
Consul-General), an adversary from within the German ranks. If 
Asmis posed a threat to Becker’s power, was the latter going to 
learn how to play the former, or were skirmishes inevitable? 


Dr Asmis 


In June 1932, to the eventual consternation of Becker, fifty- 
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nwo year old Dr Rudolf Albert August Wilhelm Asmis arrived in 
Australia. (Endnote No. 10) 

He had been appointed by the (then) von Papen Government 
in Germany as the Consul General for Australia, succeeding Dr 
Hans Busing who had occupied the office since 1923. 

When the Nazi Party came to power they allowed the existing 
diplomatic appointments to remain in office. But the emergence 
of the Party’s Auslands Organisation (AO) caused considerable 
confusion: was it to remain the traditional role of the Foreign 
Office or was it to be that of the Party to dictate the brief to its 
diplomatic corps around the world? 

The solution was elegantly simple. An agreement was struck in 
Germany, on the 7th of February 1934, whereby the AO would be 
ultimately in control of all diplomats who were National Socialists 
and Party members. But in Australia this led to problems: 


“Although the [Party’s] political leaders in some countries coop- 
erated extremely well with the diplomats, in cases where a strong 
character such as Dr Asmis was encountered, difficulties were bound 


to occur.” 


Dr Asmis himself occupied the office in Sydney until War was 
declared in September 1939; at that very moment he was on leave 
with his wife back in Germany. He never returned to Australia. At 
the downfall of Berlin he was captured by Russian troops and died 
in their custody on a date (possibly still in 1945) and from causes 
unknown (but readily imaginable) in a Siberian concentration 
camp. 

Dr Asmis was from the old school. He was born in Pomerania 
in 1879 and became a civil administrator and career diplomat. He 
was an ethnologist, a keen student of the indigenous societies in 
the countries where his work took him, including Togoland in 
Africa. He had also served in China and Siam. He was a scholarly 
writer and a man of cultivated intellect and refined tastes. In Togo 
he had been principally responsible for establishing an indigenous 
legal code. 


When Asmis first arrived in Australia he was not a member of 
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the Nazi Party. But, after Hitlers accession membership became 3 
precondition to acquiring or holding such high office: besides, the 
agreement of 1934 became subsequently binding on him and hi; 
caste. Initially, Dr Asmis was apparently reluctant but he joined 
nonetheless (despite Becker's objections) and grew into the role, if 
not with relish, then with professional sang froid. 

Nature had already conspired against any sort of intimate 
friendship between these two warriors. One can hardly imagine two 
men as physically dissimilar as were Asmis and Becker. The Prussian 
stood at least 188cm (or 62") tall with a towering and slightly 
stooped, ectomorph build: he dwarfed his immediate company. He 
had short-cropped grey hair and sported a luxuriant white mous- 
tache, moulded in the cow-catcher fashion below a prominent, 
slightly aquiline nose. He wore fine-rimmed spectacles which in no 
way compromised his searching and knowing gaze: he had a high 
intellectual forehead. His hands were large but fine-boned, with 
long tapered fingers like those of a pianist. The overall effect con- 
veyed by Asmis was of an avuncular praying mantis, with his 
learned physiognomy seeming perilously to teeter above his high, 
winged collars. 

Becker did not like Asmis and his feelings were reciprocated. 
To him, Asmis represented all that was wrong with the Reich of the 
Weimar Republic. In a nutshell, he saw Dr Asmis as a typical 
Prussian Junker. The Junkers were the (greater and lesser) landed 
aristocracy of Germany who, in exchange for their fealty to the 
Reich had long had a monopoly on the maintenance of the army, 
its system of promotion and other attendant privileges. 

Becker despised the Junker class. He bore them a grudge from 
his time of military service; to him they were “tyrants as officers 
and landlords”. As was reported to the Australian Intelligence 
Service, Becker’s hatred was vehement and towards Dr Asmis he 
showed “a complete lack of cordiality”. 

The scene was therefore set for a clash of ideas, personalities 
and wills between Asmis and Becker, a clash that was to remain 


essentially unresolved except in the most dramatic fashion: 


“Asmi . 
is and Becker regularly complained to the authorities in 
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Germany about each other...Asmis wanted to introduce National 
Socialism by peaceful penetration, while Becker would tolerate no 
compromise and regarded Asmis as a luke-warm Nazi.” 


In one respect Asmis was only carrying out his orders. A sinis- 
ter circular from Gauleiter Bohle (the head of the Auslands 
Organisation) at the end of August 1934, was forwarded to the 
heads of all diplomatic and consular services stating: 


"The preservation of the [Party's] good name makes it requisite 
that foreign representatives [i.e. the diplomats] should report to the 
Foreign Office facts known to them which are not consonant with the 
civil duties or the honour of a member or candidate for membership 


of the [Party]. The Foreign Office will inform the AO...in Hamburg 


as cases arise. 


As one correspondent to Germany (Heinrich Krawinkel) 


observed: 


“Unfortunately the relationships between Dr Asmis in Sydney 
and Dr Becker in Tanunda are the worst imaginable...both gentle- 
men regularly complain of each other to the authorities in Hamburg 
and Berlin. This is a very regrettable state of affairs and Germanism 
in Australia, particularly in South Australia, undoubtedly suffers 


severely on account of it." 


If Nazism saw itself as transforming human consciousness and 
society root and branch then Asmis was, to Becker, only ever a late- 
comer and a Nazi dilettante. After all, it was very much to the 
point that Beckers membership of the Party predated that of the 
older man and Becker was a battler in the trenches, not a meddling 
theoretician. Nazism was no mere sterile exercise of the intellect 
but had to be lived. 

To Dr Asmis, Becker was far too unsubtle, brazen and overt to 
be a successful political proselytiser: he only had the potential to 
alienate others. 

Becker knew that he was Asmiss junior by nineteen years: he 
had seemingly boundless energy and time on his side and, on his 
own estimation, was better connected to the working classes and 
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more able CO Move among the Party's potential converts. 
At a later date (in early 1936) Becker, somewhat unusually, 
spoke candidly about his Party work to one man whilst driving 


him to the city: 


i informati about strained relation: 
He volunteered the information ibo Bs 


between the Consulate-General and the [Nazi Party]. Asmis had for- 
ichrer, but has bowed to the inevitable 


merly bitterly opposed the Ft 
lieves him at heart still opposed to the 


and submitted, but Becker be rr ] 
Fuehrer, and declares that anything untoward which happened to 


Becker and the [Party] would be welcome to Asmis. He said that some 
duties formerly fulfilled by the Consul General could now be execut- 
ed only after the leader of the [Nazi Party] had given his approval. 
Party members in distress must be helped by the Party, but might get 
temporary assistance from the Consulate-General. Germans who were 
not party members must be attended to by the Consulate-General 
alone. In short, his statement is that there is now a duplication of 
power, rather than a division, and he has some influence over some 
phases of consular action. He said that all the diplomatic and consular 
staffs were Junkers and secret opponents of the Fuehrer. .. He said that 
Asmis and [his deputy] had frequently interfered with his work by 
indirect methods, and that they had blundered into Canberra with 


. » 
silly complaints about anti-German films. 


On that same occasion, Becker considered that Jewish inter- 
ests would move against him sooner or later and try to put a stop 
to his bringing German films, intended for German nationals, into 
Australia. 

He also expressed a deep regard for Britain, and was hopeful 
of a firm understanding between the two nations. But these senti- 
ments need to be approached with considerable caution because 
they were uttered at the precise time Becker was in deep legal trou- 
ble in respect of his medical profession. He needed to keep good 
relations with British interests to foster his own, as will become 
clear later. 

But his biggest criticisms were reserved for the privileged class 
in Germany — the Junkers: 


“Under Hitler's rule the Junker was no more than anybody else. 
If he offended he might do six months work in a Labour Corps, 
draining swamps or cutting timber or making roads. Professional men 
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gor the same treatment, Germany was Germany for the first time. 
Betore, they were Prussians and Bavarians, Saxons and Rhinelanders, 
now they were only Germans. All army officers must now serve in, 
and rise from the ranks. IF Hitler had not arisen, Germany would 
have gone Bolshevik.” 


A Visit 


But in 1933 Becker's star was still ascending and the bitter 
rivalry between the two men had not had time to mature. It was a 
measure of Becker's importance that on the 19th of October 1933 
Dr Asmis paid a cordial visit to him in Tanunda. The Consul 
General was feted by leading figures and families of the Barossa 
Valley and toured some of the leading wineries, including 
Seppeltsfield where the Seppelt family played chauffeur and host 
to Asmis and the local dignitaries. 

On that occasion the two men appeared, at least, to have treat- 
ed each other with courtesy despite whatever hostilities were brew- 
ing beneath the surface. 

While there he ventured to the Kegel Club to try his hand at 
the ancient German game of nine-pin skittles. Originally, the 
Kegelbahn or skittles alley had been built in tea gardens, in 
Heinemann Park at the southern end of Tanunda in 1858. In earli- 
er times there were Kegelbahns in a number of Australian towns but 
they, like that in Tanunda, had fallen into disrepair and disuse. 

Not long after he had arrived, Becker had been almost single- 
handedly instrumental in its restoration and revival, contributing 
his own money and resources. The Tanunda Kegelbahn is still used 
today, having been relocated in 1931 to the town’s main recreation 
ground. It is now the only one left in Australia. 


Stuetzpunkt. Birth of the Hitler Club 


Although he lived in Tanunda, in 1933 Becker had com- 
menced the process of establishing two Stuetzpunkts (or rallying 
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points) for the Party in both Tanunda and Adelaide. 

In the city, the meeting place was a room taken at the Vienn 
Wine Café in Hindley Street (and which later shifted to Gouger 
and then Grenfell Streets). This establishment was owned and 
operated by a Party member, Emil Kuhri, who had hailed from 
Alsace-Lorraine and had entered the Party in December 1933. 

He was once described as Becker's “lieutenant in the City.” 
Kuhri later claimed to the Australian Security authorities that he 
had only joined the Party because he was bitter about German 
behaviour in the First World War and wanted to send information 
about their overseas activities to the authorities in France. 


The official observation was: 


“In view of his prominent position in the Party this statement is 
barely credible particularly when taken in conjunction with Kuhris 
unreliable and somewhat ‘turncoat’ disposition.” 


In the meantime it was noted that Kuhri had been expelled 
from his membership of the Executive Committee of the South 
Australian German Club because of his strong Nazi sympathies. 


This had had a damaging effect on the Club because: 


“It has been the practice to invite visiting seamen to the Club, 
but since Kuhri’s dethronement he has visited the German vessels and 
endeavoured to keep the men away from the Club. He is in agree- 
ment with Hitler’s attitude towards the Jews.” 


One Ernst Starke was for a time the Wine Café’s manager: he 
will be discussed later. 

Kuhri made himself useful by collecting reams of Nazi propa- 
ganda, some of which were ultimately distributed from the Café, 
from the German ships (such as the Mosel that were frequently 
calling at both Port Adelaide and Port Pirie. A regular informer to 
Security observed: 


Kuhri’s interest in the Nazi organisation are [sic] purely person- 


al. He arranges the gatherings at his shop for personal gain.” 
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The objectives of the Stuetzpunkts were reduced to writing and 


expressed as follows: 


“1. Fostering of Nazi spirit amongst the Party and supporters of 
the Party. 

2. Distribution of Nazi Publications and Propaganda amongst 
the townspeople and areas where the populations are mostly of 
German descent. 

3. Pro-German articles in Country and City newspapers. — 

4. Displaying moving pictures depicting Nazi political, military 
and social achievements. | 

5. Formation of German Youth Society under the Leadership of 
Kurt Ludwig Schubert [who was then Dr. Becker right hand man in 
Tanunda]. 

6. School for Australian Born Germans (Educational and foster- 
ing the German Ideal). 

7. The formation of a Branch of the Winter Relief and the col- 


lection of funds for the same.” 


The Tanunda personnel consisted of the following members 
(and possibly more): 
Dr J.H. Becker 
Otto Goern 
Fritz Heim 
Kurt Schubert 
J. Wiech 
Max Geiger 
Pastor Kurt Gielow 
K. Hoerisch 
Franz Placzek 
H. Anton 
George Walter Zacharias 
Frankie Drake 
O. Woelke 
Heinrich Hahn 


It was surmised by Security that the Sruetzpunkt probably 
included other members who lived in areas that were too remote 
to enable them to attend meetings regularly. Among these were 
possibly: 

Ernst Pohl and Carl Zuschlag, both from Murray Bridge 
F. Heuke of Mt. Barker and later Pt. Pirie. 
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The Adelaide section consisted of: 
Ernst Starke 
Heinrich Wallenstein 
Walter. E. Bartsch 
Olaf Bohlens 
Georg Bretag 
Willy Abel 
Emil Kuhri 
G.W. Schober 
L. Heinle 
Franz Placzek (again) 


A. Kroeger 


Becker and these two cliques proceeded to implement their 
stated aims with considerable enthusiasm and energy although 


not, as will be seen later, without rancour and feuding. 


Back to Germany 


In late October 1933 Dr Becker left for Germany with Mona. 
It was a trip which had several purposes, including that of a 
delayed honeymoon. He wanted his new wife to meet his family in 
Marburg. 

Mona was farewelled in grand style by a surprise party organ- 
ised by a group of Tanunda ladies. It was reported in the local paper: 


“Although Mrs J. Becker has only been a resident of Tanunda for 
a short time, she has endeared herself to the community... 

Mrs Becker’s weekly visit to the city on Fridays was taken advan- 
tage of on this occasion, and when she entered her home on return- 
ing, she was welcomed with the singing of ‘She’s a jolly good fellow.” 


She was presented with a beautiful leather hat box inside the 
lid of which was inscribed: 


“Bon Voyage, from Mesdames Gepp, E. Homburg W.E. 
Heuzenroeder, L.F. Powell, E. Basedow, G. Nettlebeck, W. Schulz, H. 
Snelling, A. O. Nettlebeck, D. Appelt, Daly [Mona’s sister], A. 
Schrapel, G. Tummel. R. Homburg,; Misses R. Naismith, C. 
Nettlebeck, L. Hoffmann, L. Gepp, E. Hoffmann, A. Bruce, A 
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Auricht and B. Snelling." 


The group then played bridge, with Mona appropriately win- 


ning the main prize and: 


“The ladies all attended with well-filled baskets of dainties, and 


provided an excellent supper.” 


Becker’s own farewell was more humble: a few drinks at the 
pub. 

He wanted to renew contacts with relevant officials in the 
Party and to see for himself the New Germany in its embryonic 
form. He also wanted his position in Australia clarified and 
enhanced. He needed to be able to deal in future with Dr Asmis 
and his type on an unequivocal footing. 

Australian Security maintained that on this visit he attended a 
school for Nazi leaders from abroad at Heidelberg: Becker always 
denied this. Certainly, such tuition (Fuehrerschule) was available at 
the time but no evidence has been adduced to prove his attendance. 

There is no doubt, however, that the principal motive for the 
Beckers going to Germany was grave concern about the health of 
his mother. 


Arrest 


But before he could depart from Australia Becker was arrested 
on a Supreme Court Writ of Capias and he was only released from 
custody upon the condition imposed by Mr Justice Richards, that 
he pay into Court the sum of £1,000 as a financial security in 
respect of the pending action that had been brought against him 
by a Mrs Baker (the injured pedestrian, with whom Becker’s car 
collided one evening while travelling through Gawler). 

These events were reported locally in The Leader on the 19th 
of October 1933: 


“Unfounded statements have this week been prevalent regarding 


alleged arrest of Dr Becker as he boarded the boat for his holiday on 
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the Continent, and to visit his mother, who ts seriously ill. A misun- 
derstanding certainly was responsible for some delay, but Dr and Mrs 
Becker left by air for Port Augusta, there to catch the East-West 


express and board the boat at Fremantle. 
Dr Becker was some time ago involved in an accident claim for 


damages in which [sic] will probably be heard next April. Owing to 


an oversight claimant’s solicitors had not been advised of Dr Becker 


intentions.” 


After Beckers return from overseas on the 10th of March 
1934, these monies were re-transferred to him. 

Australian Security had got it horribly wrong, as even the most 
cursory investigation would have established when it recorded on 


one of its files: 


“Two or three years ago he proceeded against ‘Smith's Weekly’ 
for libel and was awarded £2000 damages, a subsequent appeal by 
‘Smith’s’ being dismissed. Later he became involved financially and an 
injunction was issued by the Court restraining him from leaving 
Australia which nevertheless he succeeded in doing.” 


Mother 


Becker had received two cablegrams from his father in late 
September 1933. They informed him that his mother was dying. 
He made hasty arrangements to travel with Mona on board the 
Mongolia and had contracted with a General Practitioner, Dr 
Dreever, to look after all his urgent cases during his absence. 

On the 20th of January 1934 Becker’s mother died, aged sixty- 
three. She had long suffered from the ravages of uncontrolled dia- 
betes and that metabolic disorder was one in which he was to 
maintain a lifelong professional interest. 


The AO 


On the 3rd of October 1933 Rudolf Hess, the Deputy to the 
Fuehrer and Reichs Minister had, by decree, created the Auslands 
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Organisation (AO) of the Nazi Party. | 

Through its network of official and semi-official affiliates Hess 
sought to establish contacts and potential recruits for the Nazi 
cause among the citizens of foreign countries of, or derived from, 
German stock. In various places around the world those citizens 
were incited, aided and counselled by the AO to perform acts that 
were seditious or in the nature of espionage or sabotage. They were 
to be the Third Reich’s Fifth Column in those countries, paving 
the way for Hitler’s destruction of their sovereignty and independ- 
ence (e.g. as was to happen in the cases of Austria, Czechoslovakia 
and Poland). Eventually the AO extended its activities beyond 
pure German nationals living overseas to those of German descent 
or even citizens by naturalisation.. 

The AO’s principal brief was to organise the Germans overseas 
into active and disciplined Nazi Party members or supporters. 

The Australian Intelligence authorities were also informed 
that the Third Reich intended to use the AO as an intelligence 
gatherer in the event of war. It was the AO alone which appointed 
the Party’s officials overseas and at all times it exercised the com- 
plete administrative oversight and policy direction of everything 
that was done in the Party’s name. 

Originally membership of the Nazi Party could only be con- 
ferred on German nationals. But there is clear evidence that as the 
time for War approached, in Australia, membership was conferred 
on wider categories of people of German descent. So the idea of 
the pure racial community of Germans became, with typical Nazi 
expediency, subservient to the realpolitik of numbers and sources 
for money. 

In structural and hierarchical terms the AO was equivalent to 
the 42 other Gave (Administrative Districts) into which Germany 
had been divided by the Party. Each was headed by a Gauleiter. 

The AO became the 43rd Gau and its Headquarters, original- 
ly located in Hamburg, were later moved to Berlin. Stuttgart in 
turn became the Reich’s designated city for all overseas Germans. 

All of Becker’s Party correspondence went to the branch of the 
AO labelled Landesamt VIIT, which was responsible for the over- 
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seas areas of the Far East, Great Britain and Ireland and Australia, 
The man in charge of this branch was the same Admiral Menche 
who had visited South Australia eight years before. 

During his stay in Germany Becker was ushered around in the 
company of the AO Gauleiter Ernst Wilhelm Bohle, who was to 
remain in that office until the end of the War. Bohle was also a 
member of the personal staff of Rudolf Hess, a Secretary of State 
in the German Foreign Office and an SS Gruppenfuhrer. 

In a speech to the 1937 Congress of the AO, Hess said: 


*Under the leadership of the AO, Germandom abroad is becom- 
ing more and more filled with the National Socialist spirit. The AO 
of the Nazi party has brought together the Germans out there, who 
even long after the seizure of power were disunited and split by class 
differences, and joined them with Adolf Hitler’s Reich. The National 
Socialist care for Germandom abroad is maintaining an enormous 
number of Germans for the nation, who otherwise would be 
absorbed as cultural fertilizer for other nations." 


In 1936 Gauleiter Bohle (who was eventually imprisoned for 
five years by one of the Nuremberg Tribunals after the War) ecstat- 


ically proclaimed: 


* the German cannot choose and may not choose whether or 
not he will be German. ..God thereby had laid upon him as a German 
duties of which he cannot divest himself without committing treason 
to Providence... Not countries or continents, not climate or environ- 
ments, but blood and race determine the world of ideas of a 
German.” 


For his trouble, Becker was appointed to the office of 
Landeskreisleiter for the District of Australia and became the Chief 
Organizer of the Nazi Party there. 

He and Mona returned to Australia early in March 1934. 


An Interview 


In Angaston’s own newspaper The Leader on Thursday the 
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22nd of March 1934, Becker gave a rare public interview on his 
return. Under the heading of ‘Hitler has District Supporters: 


Interview with Local Leader’ the reporter said: 


“Hitler, the man who has risen from the ranks to assume dicta- 
torship of new Germany in an effort to rehabilitate it, has many sup- 
porters in far-flung lands, and it is not surprising that this district 
should have a branch of the movement, following closely the turn of 
events in the Fatherland and studying progress of this new phase of 
government that strangely enough seems to have little sympathy for 
the Russian ideal. 

That Hitler has a large following in Australia, was the con- 
tention advanced by Dr Becker, when seen in Tanunda this week, fol- 
lowing his return from a visit to the Continent. Dr Becker told the 
reporter that he is head of the Australian branch of the movement, 
and acknowledges only three superior officers, exclusive of Herr 
Hitler. During the doctor’s absence, the charge here fell upon the 
shoulders of Pastor Gielow, of Sydney. 

That the idealism mirrored by Hitlers speeches before the 
Reichstag has taken a tremendous hold on modern Germany and 
those of Teutonic origin scattered over the globe cannot be denied, 
and while it is admitted that he may make some mistakes, it is felt 
they will be errors in execution rather than in conception; sacrifices 
being called for that the ultimate goal shall be achieved. 

Dr Becker pointed out that the movement here was in no way 
inimical to Australian interests. “In fact,” he added, “No member ts 
permitted to interfere in Australian politics. We all owe to this coun- 
try and the Empire allegiance that must find the utmost expression, 
but by our moral support of the Hitler movement we may be able to 
help in shaping the destinies of the new Germany moving along the 

lines of modern thought to greater happiness for the masses and 
national reinstatement among the nations.” 

The doctor said that private rooms had been leased in Tanunda 
and weekly meetings were held where lectures were given and infor- 
mation imparted. The membership in Australia was growing rapidly, 
he advised, but figures would not be available until Pastor Gielow’s 
report came to hand. From his own observations he was satisfied that 
Hitlers administration was winning greater popularity in Germany all 
the time as it became more generally understood. Dr Becker visited 
Germany mainly to see his mother before she passed away, and he was 
happy to have had several weeks with her before she died on January 
20 last... 

The return journey was commenced by aeroplane in a flight of 
900 miles that was thoroughly enjoyed by both Dr and Mrs Becker. 
They passed over the Alps, Frankfurt, Venice and Rome, boarding at 
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Naples the liner that was to complete their return to Australia. 
Dr Becker has recommenced practice in Tanunda, and has beep 
pleasantly surprised by the number of new as well as old friends whe 


have called to welcome him home.” 


The interview gives an insight not so much into Becker’ 
Nazism as his interest in the celebrity his new found position 
brought him. The world traveller and high Party official was now 
only a few positions below Hitler himself! 

There was nothing obscure about Beckers own sense of 
renown and the kudos his position could bring. 

Two days after the publication of this material the ladies of 
Tanunda were at it again, providing Mona with another surprise 


party, this time to welcome her home: 


“On opening the door Mrs Becker was astonished to find a large 
party assembled who greeted her with the song Home, Sweet Home. 
During the evening Mrs Becker related some of her travelling experi- 


» 
ences... 


At Law Again 


Dr Becker was never one to die wondering and no doubt 
emboldened by his recent successes in court, he had decided to 
move his war on to a new front and fired a fresh opening salvo. 

In late October 1933 — before going to Germany — he 
instructed his solicitors, in his absence, to take the Medical Board 
of South Australia to the Supreme Court in order to have it scru- 
tinise the Board’s ongoing refusal to register him. 

His further application for medical registration had again been 
refused by the Board, on three grounds. 

The first was that Becker did not possess a qualification enti- 
tling him to be registered in England under the English Medical 
Acts. The second ground was that the Board did not recognise the 
medical course through which he had passed at the Marburg 
University (particularly regarding the subject of obstetrics) as it 
was lower in standard than that required of candidates in the same 
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subject for the degrees of Bachelor of Medicine and Bachelor of 
Surgery in the University of Adelaide. 

The third objection raised by the Board was that the holder of 
the degree of MD (Marburg), who had passed through the pre- 
scribed course of study, had the right to practise in Germany with- 
out a change of nationality and without further examination and 
with full professional status, whereas such rights would not have 
been accorded to a person registered under the South Australian Act 
upon mere proof in Germany of such registration. The standing of 
such a practitioner in Germany would simply be that of an unqual- 
ified person. 

It should be noted that the (second) argument based on the 
inadequacy of Becker’s obstetrics degree was abandoned before the 
hearing in the Supreme Court. To express the matter another way 
one of the critical grounds, upon which the Medical Board had for 
years relied to refuse Becker’s registration, was no longer pursued. 
No doubt the Board’s refusal on that basis was, on legal advice, 


never going to stand close scrutiny by the court. 


Determination 


Beckers application went before a Full Court comprising 
Murray CJ and Angas Parsons and Richards JJ. Their unanimous 
judgment was handed down on the 23rd of July 1934, shortly after 
Becker's return to Australia. 

Having canvassed the already extensive history of the dealings 
between the parties, the Court went on to consider an affidavit 
from Dr Asmis. The Consul General was himself the holder of a 
Doctorate of Laws from Greifswald University in Prussia. 

The upshot was, in Murray C]’s words, that: 


- .. I see no reason for reaching a different conclusion from that 
arrived at by the Board...there is nothing to differentiate [Dr. Becker] 
from an ordinary medical practitioner qualified to practise in 
Germany who wishes to be authorized to practise here." 
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If a special discretion or dispensation were sought to p, 
applied by the Board to his case, Becker needed to have beer 
appointed to some high medical office in the State or to a medical 
chair or lectureship at the University of Adelaide — neither of 
which, of course, had occurred. 

Becker was ordered to pay the legal costs of the Medical Board 
which had been represented by the Crown Solicitor, Mr Hannan, 

This case demonstrated that the strict application of the law 
can and did produce an injustice. After all, it was recognised by the 
Court that Becker was an eminently qualified doctor of unques- 
tioned capability; nor was his non-registration due to any defect on 
his part but only due to the reciprocity rule... 

Germany did not recognise Australian qualifications. In a tit 
for tat, the Australian medical authorities did not recognise 
German qualifications. Becker's inability to be registered was only 
about the lack of interchange of privileges between nations. Becker 
was an impotent victim of mutually petty politics in the realm of 


his livelihood. 


Baker v Becker 


Almost two months after the High Court libel decision and 
his marriage, Dr Becker drove his Buick motor car into collision 
with a female pedestrian. 

At about 7 pm on Friday the 14th of October 1932, Mrs Anna 
Maria Pauline Baker, a sixty year old boarding-house keeper and 
laundress, was crossing Adelaide Road just south of Gawler to go 
home. Becker was driving his car north into Gawler. 

She noticed the headlights of his car but proceeded to cross 
anyway. I'he left front mudguard caught her in the hip. She was 
knocked down and rendered unconscious, sustaining serious 
injuries including a cut on the head, a fractured right forearm and 
a double fracture of the pelvis and severe bruising to the right leg. 

She was kept in hospital for eight weeks. 

On Tuesday the 8th of May 1934 the trial in Baker v Becker 
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began before the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of South 
Australia (who was still Sir George Murray). It was not a battle 
which Dr Becker had started and he was an unwilling combatant. 
But its financial repercussions, together with those of the failed pro- 
ceedings against the Medical Board, were to prove enormous. 

Tyre marks on the road showed that Becker's car had skidded 
50 yards before the point of impact. The evidence strongly implied 
that he must have been travelling at least at a rate of 50 miles per 
hour (80kph) and this was in a speed-limited zone of 20 miles per 
hour (30kph). 

The matter appeared to be a routine one except for two unusu- 
al aspects. Becker was sworn in as a “legally qualified Medical 
Practitioner” which he was not; and there was a strong whiff, off 
the record, of an attempted fraud on an insurance company. 

The trial went the full distance for several days, up to and 
including addresses by counsel and the reserving of the Judge's 
decision, which found that Becker was wholly at fault. The trial 
Judge was keen to point out that Dr Becker had acted with great 
propriety after the accident but he went on to say that, in his opin- 
ion, Dr Becker’s evidence on how the accident unfolded was in 
many respects unreliable. 


This was soon followed by the unthinkable. 


Bankruptcy 


After his earlier stunning financial successes there came the 
almost unimaginable business of Becker's personal bankruptcy and 
it was all to do with the Baker case. 

A letter of the 2nd of November 1934 (i.e. six months after 
the civil trial) from the Official Receiver in Bankruptcy was 
received by the solicitors of the National Fire Insurance Company 
of Hartford which, in turn, was the insurer of Dr Becker in respect 
of third party bodily injuries arising out of a motor vehicle acci- 
dent. That insurance company had been joined by Becker as a 
Third Party to the Supreme Court proceedings: he was seeking to 
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be indemnified by them if Mrs Baker were to be successful agai tres 
him. The letter in question was marked in reference to: 


Re: estate J. H. Becker. 


One can clearly infer from this that by the later time Becker 
was a declared and undischarged bankrupt. Something had obyi- 
ously gone wrong. 

An extract from notes of an interview with Becker with an 
accountant from the Official Receiver’s Office conducted on the 
29th of October 1934 provides no assistance on the fraud point. 
But it provides a window on to Becker's holding of monies for the 
Party. 


The extract of his evidence read: 


“My E.S. &A. Bank passbook has a credit of under £100. There 
are several outstanding cheques. I have a Savings Bank account in my 
own name containing £12 odd. None of this money is mine. It 
belongs to the Hitler Movement. It was opened two months ago. It is 
collected from German Nationalists in Australia to be sent home to 
Germany to help pay for the erection of some big Arts Hall at 
Munich.” 


The solicitors for the insurance company, in reply, then took 
up the story of their and their client's involvement at the trial. It 
provides the evidence that the insurer needed to raise the sugges- 
tion of an attempted fraud: 


"A claim was made by Becker against the company in 
respect...of an accident when his motor car knocked down and 
injured a Mrs Baker just south of Gawler. 

The company rejected Becker’s claim under the policy on the 
ground of breach by him of policy conditions. The principal matter 
which the company alleged against Becker was that in the early stage 
of the proceedings, Mrs Baker had informed him that she would be 
prepared to take £500 in settlement of her claim, but asked him to 
join with her in getting an extra £250 from the company, she point- 
ing out to him that it cost him nothing to do so. Accordingly Becker 
wrote down to the company, and without disclosing the fact that Mrs 


Baker was prepared to take £500, told the company that she was pre- 
pared to take £750.” 
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Before the matter came to trial, Becker's solicitors had made a 
routine inquiry regarding the plaintiff's means of paying his costs, 
in the event that he was the successful party. Their endeavours 
threw up a letter which Mrs Baker had written to Becker on the 
13th of March 1933 (i.e. just seven months after the accident). It 
had been translated from the German language and contained the 


following assertions: 


“Could you not make it [the offer] £750 because it does not cost 
you anything. The Insurance is paying it. The Insurance pays it for 
my loss and suffering. Before I had the boys and did washing for the 
students. I will never be able to do that again. I am sorry but as it is 
the will of God please do your best to have it settled. 1 have no other 
means. My relations have taken it up but I will refuse it as soon as you 


. » 
can fix it up. 


Furthermore, it was shown that Mrs Baker and her husband 
Peter had mortgaged their home at Gawler South in August 1253. 
nearly a year after the accident, to the extent of £200, money that 
was presumably borrowed to help make ends meet because of her 
incapacity to bring into the household the income that she had 
previously enjoyed. 

Eventually on the 5th of June 1934 judgment for £650 was 
entered by the Chief Justice against Becker. The company agreed 
to indemnify Becker to the extent of £600, leaving Mrs Baker to 
pursue him for any additional amount that he may have agreed to 
pay her. 


The solicitors final comment on the matter was: 


^We are confident that upon the findings of the Chief Justice 
that had the third party issue between Becker and the Company been 
continued, the company would have been wholly discharged from 
any liability whatever under the policy." 


The question of a fraud was not further pursued. 


However, it is something of a shock to realise that in just over 
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two years Becker had suffered such a stunning reversal of financial 
fortunes. That in such a short time he and Mona had dissipated so 
much money beggars belief. 

The truth, as usual, is a little more mundane. 

Mrs Baker’s determined chase for the monies owed to her by 
Becker led her to file a petition for Becker's bankruptcy on the 2nd 
of July 1934. The act of bankruptcy committed by Becker was the 
technical one of not paying the demanded amount within seven 
days of his being served with a bankruptcy notice. 

A sequestration order was made by Judge (later Sir) Kingsley 
Paine on Friday the 26th of October 1934 in Becker's absence. An 
Official Receiver was appointed to assume full control of Becker's 
affairs. 

There then followed the routine disclosure by the bankrupt of 
all his assets and liabilities and income and expenses. On top of the 
£650 Baker judgment sum there accrued legal costs at both the 
Supreme and High Court levels: in the former case amounting to 
an additional £276/3/5 and in the latter £74/18/7. 

His assets were cash from the remainder of judgment monies 
from the Smith’s Weekly damages award, his six-cylinder Buick 
motor car on which was a Bill of Sale for £107, presumably in 
favour of the selling dealer in Adelaide, his surgical instruments, a 
fixed deposit account of £1000 and three mortgages under which he 
had lent monies to various persons amounting to £750. He also dis- 
closed a secondhand X-Ray plant for which he had paid about £80. 

For the preceding twelve months his income was stated to be 
£675, or an average of £56 per month. 

In answer to the question as to what had been the causes of his 


bankruptcy, Becker responded: 


1) My solicitors...did not attend to my instructions given to 


them o 
i n the 20th of October, to pay Mrs. Baker the amount due to 
er according to court decission [sic]. 


. 2) [My solicitors] negligently omitted to attend bankruptcy 
urt on Oct. 26th, 1934.[when the sequestration was ordered]” 


On his Statement of Affairs dated the 4th of November, in 
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answer to the question: 


"Why did you not sequestrate your estate sooner?” 


Becker calmly wrote: 


“Not necessary, was always able and still am to pay 20/- in a 


pou nd.” 


Later on the same form, he made it perfectly clear that he 
could not characterise debts due to him for treating patients as 


assets because: 


*I am not legally entitled to any outstanding medical debts.' 


This was a candid acknowledgment of his unregistered med- 
ical status, and the attendant legal disability of his not being able 
to sue for monies owing to him in that regard. 

He also disclosed the existence of a savings bank account in his 
name but made it clear that the £14/15/- in it “belongs to German 
Government . 

On the 11th of December 1934 there appeared in The 


Advertiser an advertisement inserted by the Official Receiver: 


“Any persons having claims against the [estate of Becker] are 
requested to lodge a proof of debt with the undersigned on or before 
Wednesday 19th of December 1934. 

Dr Becker has intimated to me he will pay 20/- in the £ to his 
creditors." 


Two Proofs of Debt were filed and they related to the accident 
with Mrs Baker. One, for £45/6/- was filed by Adolf Henry 
Coombs Dawes who was a medical practitioner at Gawler and the 
second for £46/7/- by Mary Elizabeth Sutton, also of Gawler, who 
was a Nurse. 

The solicitors took up their clients’ stories: 


“These claims arise in the following way: Mrs Baker...was 
knocked down by Dr Becker's car and afterwards recovered judgment 
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against him for damages for personal injuries. 

When she was unconscious Dr Becker drove her to Sister 
Sutton's hospital and placed her in the care of Dr Dawes and Sister 
Sutton, and made himself responsible for the payment of medical and 
hospital expenses. In her claim Mrs Baker claimed these amounts of 
medical and hospital expenses as part of her special damage from Dr 
Becker, but the Chief Justice did not include these amounts in the 
amount of damages he awarded because he stated that Mrs Baker was 
not in his opinion responsible to Dr Dawes and Sister Sutton for 
them, since she was unconscious at the time they were tendered, but 
that in his opinion Dr Becker was solely responsible for them as he 
had taken Mrs Baker there and had impliedly authorized the incur- 


e » 
ring of the expenses. 


These claims were paid. Indeed all the creditors were paid and 
Becker had kept his word: they were paid in full. He had made 
payments totalling over £1330, the biggest single one being that to 
Mrs Baker, amounting to £1083/16/3. On the 14th of December 
1934 Becker obtained from the court an annulment of the seques- 
tration order. He had been a bankrupt for just forty-eight days. 

Becker’s lawyers lodged an appeal in the High Court from the 
decision in the Baker matter, but that was ultimately dismissed. 
The High Court was definitely not proving to be the rewarding 


venue it had once been. 


Pastor Gielow 


In July 1934 Dr Becker was written to by Pastor J.J. Stolz, the 
General President of VELKA, in relation to one Pastor Kurt 
Gielow. Gielow was a man of Estonian extraction, a notoriously 
heavy drinker and was not only a Lutheran Pastor but also a mem- 
ber of the Nazi Party. He had effectively been Becker’s deputy and 
had acted in his stead when he and Mona had hurriedly gone 
overseas. 

Pastor Stolz had been advised by two other Pastors of the 
Church that Becker had expelled Gielow from the Party on 
account of his having embezzled Party funds and having handed 
over confidential documents to outsiders. Pastor Stolz wrote: 
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“We are naturally not a little dismayed at this...though there 
was considerable mistrust of him in our circles.” 


To another correspondent Pastor Stolz remarked: 


“The feeling we had all these years that the man was not to be 


trusted seems to find confirmation now.” 


Dr Becker wrote in reply: 


“I had trusted Pastor Gielow completely when I had to leave so 
hurriedly for Germany, and I never thought it possible that he would 
behave so shamefully to us National Socialists.” 


He explained to Pastor Stolz that Gielow had embezzled 
£22/13/6, which amounted to the equivalent of 225 members 
subscriptions. When Becker had confronted Gielow about it he 
was told that the money had been properly forwarded to the AO 
through the Consul General in Sydney. 

A fortnight later Pastor Stolz wrote to Becker that Gielow had 
furnished documentary proof to the effect that his explanation was 


the truth and ominously remarked: 


“Pastor Gielow speaks in his letter of the early institution of legal 
action in the matter. As one to whom it is of great importance that 
the name of Germany should not be publicly sullied I confidently 
hope that it will not come to legal action. As any defamation of your 
or Pastor Gielow’s name has only occurred within the Velka and the 
[Nazi party] it should be possible to decide the matter within these 
circles...” 


Pastor Stolz wrote to Gielow in the same vein. 

A Court of Honour was convened at a later, unknown stage 
and the matter apparently had been quietly resolved to mutual sat- 
isfaction. 

When Gielow was interned on the outbreak of War, Pastor 
Stolz wrote to the Prime Minister: 


“Nor did we [VELKA] object to the internment of the Rev. K. 


Gielow of Sydney. He had given us trouble for some time and a trial 
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for weaknesses in his character which make him unfit for the ministry 


Was, and is, pending.” 


Security commented that a Party Court tn Germany took 
action against Gielow and he was finally expelled sometime jp 


1934. 


The Hitler Club's Leaders 


On the 15th of August 1934 Becker distributed to all Party 
members in Australia a memorandum from the AO in Berlin, 
dealing with the appointment of the Departmental Leaders of the 
staff of the National Headquarters for Australia, which were locat- 
ed at Tanunda: 


“Treasurer for Australia; Pg [Parteigenosse or Party Member] O. 
Goern, Tanunda, SA. 

Press and Propaganda Department: Pg E. Starke, Ascania Dixon 
St., Clarence Park, SA. 

Trade and Economics Department: Pg E. Turk, 8 Tonga 

Road, Balwyn E8, Melbourne, Vic. 

Shipping Department: Pg W. Heiler, Oriental Hotel, Collins St., 
Melbourne, Vic.” 


Becker requested that all the above named should send to him, 
in duplicate, a complete history of their life. (This memorandum 
had been found in the possession of one Waldemar Sommer of 
Brisbane shortly after the outbreak of hostilities). 

At about the same time Becker, in defiance of Asmis’s stance, 
also began establishing an association in Tanunda which he called 
he Society of Friends of the Hitler Movement’. This was 
designed to court those people who could not, for reasons of 
nationality, join the Nazi Party. In other words, it was his attempt 
to widen the catchment area of people who were interested in or 
sympathetic to the Hitler regime and wanted to know more; its 
role was purely propagandist and in no way activist. 


Asmis did not like this open and avowed attempt at wooing 
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local support among the German-Australians. To him it was just too 
overtly political and violated the commandments for Nazis abroad. 

Federal Security certainly did not like it, because those who 
actended meetings of The Society could honestly deny that they 
had ever attended meetings of, or been in any way connected with, 
the Nazi Party. 

Local spies did not like it either. For example, they may well 
have suspected a number of Tanunda men, like Fritz Homburg, of 
being sympathetic to or having links to Nazism. But it was always 
open to him and his kind to say that they had never treated with 
the Party. And it annoyed the authorities that they were not afraid 
to use this defence when it became necessary. 


The German Clubs Affair 


Throughout 1933 Becker had unsuccessfully resumed his pur- 
suit of what he still saw as the fertile recruitment fields of the 
German Club in Adelaide. Security commented on his endeavours: 


“The programme was to white-ant the Club by the introduction 
of young members, subjects of the Reich and others, who were enthu- 
siastic for the New Germany, and so turn it into something like a 
party centre. The older members put up a fight and had their success- 
es, but the younger men were better directed, made a good deal of 
noise, and knew very clearly what they wanted.” 


However, the Executive Committee blackballed Becker’s plan 
to join the Club as a member. 

Eventually at a meeting of the Members of the Executive held 
on the 6th of June 1934 it was proposed, seconded and carried: 


“That in future no one be accepted as an active member who 
belongs to a non-Australian or international political party.” 


At a half-yearly General Meeting of all Members convened on 


the 19th of September 1934 the above resolution was ratified. 
Further, it was resolved: 
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| l hat admission as an active member into the [Club] cannot be 
refused to any German by reason of his political views, provided he is 
proposed, seconded, and accepted according to the rules." 


The Club’s attitude to Becker and his cohort can only be clear- 
ly understood by considering what had occurred just one year ear- 
lier. Before his access to the Adelaide German Club had been for- 
mally thwarted, Becker had mounted a blistering attack against all 
the German Clubs in the capital cities of Australia. 

As early as the 27th of September 1933, and just before his 
departure for Germany, Becker had expressed his general mood of 
anger and frustration by publishing in the Queensland Herald (a 
German language newspaper) an ill-advised polemic against both 
the Clubs themselves and (in particular) Dr Asmiss favorite project, 
the Bund (or Alliance) of Deutschtum in Australia and New Zealand 
(concerning which more is said later). Under the official seal of the 
Nazi Party, Becker published an advertisement which attacked the 
Australian German Clubs as being "Jew-infected and full of vice", 
and he warned German seamen to stay away from them. 

Incensed, the Secretary of the Adelaide Club wrote to the 
Queensland Herald: 


“The [Becker] announcement, which tries to drag all the 
German clubs in Australia into the mud, is in our opinion, not worth 
wasting a word about, but it is incomprehensible to us that the only 
German newspaper in Australia-one which certainly has Deutschtum 
at heart and which depends upon the well-being of Germans in this 
country-should condescend to such mud-throwing." 


The South Australian Club also wrote in fury to the President 
of the Bund seeking to clarify the latter's attitude to Becker's article: 


“It is not improbable that another such irresponsible abuse of 
the German clubs might again occur, and how should we then be 
placed? What should we do?...[W/]e think it absolutely necessary that 
the telegram, drawn up by you, should be sent at once to the appro- 
priate authorities in Germany... Through this action we should get 
satisfaction for the so-called Hitler group in Australia, and ourselves.” 
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Jobannes Heinrich Becker (1898-1961) 
Doctor (med.) MD MS (Marburg). 


The Photo was taken in 1926, a year before his arrival in South Australia 
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Becker aged 15 (front row second from rigbt) 
with classmates at his Schmalkalden Gymnasium (Higb ScbooD in 1913 
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Becker (far left) 


and fellow medical students at Marbu rg University 


1921 
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Becker's tent and dugout, Western Front 


Corporal Becker in 1916, (aged 18 years) 
tbe World War 1 Pioneer Battalion infantryman and winner of tbe Iron Cross (Second Class), destined for 
various tbeatres of battle at the Western Front. 
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“The final gathering”, 27 July 1927 
Becker (third from right) prior to leaving Germany to live in Australia | 
Becker's mother, (far right) and father, (fourth from left) with sister Elli, (fifth from left) and Frankie Drake 


next to Becker, (fourtb from rigbt) 
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Dr Becker, sbip's surgeon, relaxing in Sbangbai c.1926, 56) 
during one of his two world voyages - “they were the best years of my life” (letter to Heini 11 November 19> 
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Becker and Frankie Drake's disembarkation record, 29 September 1927 at Port Adelaide 





with “Fritzie” the dog 
Tanunda, 1936 


Becker, 
and the Studebaker car, 
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Ehefrau 


und seiner Ehefrau 


Mona Gertrude Price on ber Wedding Day, 
22 August 1952 

Fearing retribution from tbe Autborities, Becker's 
image was removed by tbe family from all pbotos 
wbere be and Mona appeared togetber 





Es wird hiermit bescheiniet, daB der Inhaber die durch 
_ das obenstehende Lichtbild dargestellte Person ist und 
die darunter befindliche Unterschrift eigenhindig voll- 


zogen hat 
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Mona's German passport, 1955 
Sbe automatically acquired German Nationality upon 
marrying Becker 
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Proud parents: Mona and Becker o 
with baby son Heini at home at Julius Street, Tanunda 1935 





SOUTH AUSTRALIAN POLICE. 


POLICE REPORT: 


TANUNDA 









PULICE Station. 





March 24th, 193.9 







Superintendent Giles, 






Adelaide, 





SUBJECT: Hitler club activities at Tanunda, 






Reference: Attached file, 
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1. | beg to report that I have endeavoured to secure all possible 






information concerning the Hitler Club at Tanunda, Ther» is 






no doubt,in my opinion, that such a club,or movement,does exis 






end the head of the movement is Johannes Heinrich Becker, an 






unnaturalized German,who is an unregistered medical practitic- 
ticing 


-er,practing at Tanunda, Un the number plate of his motor car 








he has the Hitler emblem affixed,it consists of a swastika 






set in a wreath on which is mounted an eagle and over the 






eagle im a plate on which is stamped the letters N;S,K.K.,th"* 






attached to the front number plate. 






Reference to Tbe Hitler Club was common amongst officials as early as 1935 
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pbotograpbs beld by officials and taken by Becker, mid - 1934 
delaide members of tbe Hitler Club on tbe Gomersal Road near Tanunda 
tbe Security Service. (see otber pbotograpb on cover) 


Second of tbe two 
Photograph depicts A 
The names were added by 
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Intelligence Sectíon, 
General Staff, 

Lth District Ease, 

ADELAITE, S.A. 

















NAZISM IN SOUTH AUSTRALIA. 
r” 

Receipt is acknowledged of your \§90 of 26th July, 1934, 

relative to the above. 







This report has been read with great interest. The 
matter of Dr. Becker is being taken up with other Cozmomveal th 
Departments concerned and you will be further advised. 
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Major, 
G.8., M.I. 






Surveillance of Becker was relentless from about August, 1934 onwards 
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Letter to the \ilitary Intelligence dated 25 March, 1935 by local Tanunda spy Victor Rudolph Offe 
(code namie A4) displaying his reportage skills 
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THE POLITICAL ORGANIZATION OF THE GERMAN NATION 


Speech by Dr. Robert Ley, the Staff Leader of the Political Organization, at the 
Congress of the District Leaders of the National Socialist German Workers' Party 
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Aimed at inspiring German expatriates, the American Hitler News 

bad a problem. It was due to go on sale on 1 July 1934, but the events of the Robm massacre made its 
publication an embarrassment to Hitler. The murdered Rohm is depicted on p.4 (top left) asa 
high-ranking Nazi 
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(page 28) Robm witb Hitler, (centre bottom) (page 51) 
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(page 25) 


(page 49) 


The American Hitler News, 


Produced entirely in En 
glish, was typical o 
the mid 1930's i Beckes net ee of. la material brought into Australia during 
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Becker, Heini and the “Threeply” rings, 
Julius Street Tanunda 
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Becker and the Buick sedan, 
which was involved in the collision with Mrs. Baker 





ee Te ge oa eeeeeS—_0qv¥—! — 


er — 


—— 









Smith's Zt&Wecklv BN 
"UY > ; THY 


N 3 | N 






Dr Rudolf Asmis, 

tbe aristocratic Prussian-born German 
Consul-General (1932-39); a major critic and 
opponent of Becker 


Smith’s Weekly cartoon, 
implying Nazis were taking over Australia 
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| Adelaide's No. 1 Nazi 







SOUTH AUSTRALIANS have been wonder- 
ing what has happened to Dr. Johannes 
Heinrich Becker, of Tanunda, who told 
“Truth” three years ago that he was the 
leader of the Hitler movement in the 
Commonwealth. Rumors have gone 
the rounds that at Gladstone Gaol, 
which has been cleaned out of prisoners 
for internees, Becker was bayonetted 
by a guard when he persistently disobeyed an 
order to return to his cell after having his two 
hours’ exercise. True enough, Becker is nursing 
an injury to his right hand, but “Truth” has it on the best 


of authority that he struck no trouble in the camp, and did 


not find himself at the wrong end of a bayonet. Becker’s " 

right thumb is in a plaster cast, because, on the Sunday M^ 
England declared war on Germany, it was broken when 

he was trying to start his car. His bandaged 


hand started all the bayonet T aum. IS 
Wild Rumors About — ` 
Bayonet Wound 


HILE it has been stated that hundreds ol Germans were 


4 
? 


a 
- } DR. JOHANNES HEINRICH 
BECKER and his Australian 
wife, who was Miss Mona 
Price, of Freeling. 


arrested within 24 hours of the declaration of war)» and alll 
sent to internment camps, “Truth” can state that Brigadier 
General Martyn (State Commandant) did not sign more 
than 30 warrants. 





of Freeling. He never attempt- 
ed to conceal that he was a Nazi, 
but he claimed that his Interests 
were in Australia. He had mar- 


[NTERROGATION was a miíli-| were not surprised at the action 

tarv and not a police job, of the military authorities. Fo! 
although several Adelaide detec- | some days prior to the declara- 
tives and country policemen in-| tion of war, Becker busily made 
terrogated them, and subse- final precautionary preparation: 





quently handed them over to He told his Tanunda Iriend ried here, and was the proud 
military guards. The Nazis that he knew what was in store father of his Australian-born 
were sent to Keswick Barracks, for him that hl name wa son, Heinrich Thomas Becker, 


and later transferred to Glad- now aged about four. 


Adelaide Truth, 1939 
three weeks after the commencement of Becker’s seven year internment 
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The Bund finally replied in the New Year of 1934. Its response 
had been delayed because it had decided to await the return of Dr 
Asmis from his official journey to South and Western Australia. 
When he did return the Consul General met with the committee 
of the Bund and reported that he had discussed various matters 
with Becker (who was of course in Germany by that time) but the 
latter had made no reference to the article in question. Asmis was 
clearly referring to the conversations he had held with Becker in 
Tanunda in October 1933, a month after the advertisement was 


published. 


It was therefore further resolved by the Bund to await Becker's 
own return to Australia. On the 25th of May 1934 the Bund final- 


ly got around to writing to him: 


“Before you left for your journey to Germany an article appeared 
in the Queensland Herald which deeply insulted the German clubs in 
Australia. I do not need to repeat the contents of this article as, since 
it came from your pen, you are well acquainted with it. 

The German clubs in Australia, which as you also know, have 
formed themselves into a Bund, have turned to the committee of the 
Bund, with the request to enquire carefully into the origin of this arti- 
cle...Now that you have returned the Bund uses the opportunity of 
thoroughly clearing up this very unpleasant event, which, so far as we 
know, occurred through a misunderstanding. The clubs demand an 
explanation... 

Be assured that the complaints of the clubs are in no way direct- 
ed against the [Nazi Party]. We are all Germans, even though the great 
majority of our membership possesses Australian citizenship. We fol- 
low events in Germany with warm sympathy and in honest agree- 
ment, and look up to the great leaders of the land of our origin full of 
admiration and respect. We felt your injurious words in that article all 
the more painfully. Our clubs demand a withdrawal of the insult... 

It is entirely in your hands now either to preserve the solidarity 
and comradeship between the Reich’s Germans and the Australian- 
German Volksgenossen, or to split it." 


The Bunds own newspaper Die Bruecke (The Bridge), which 
had commenced publication in January 1934, published a riposte 
against Becker's advertisement in which the hand of Dr Asmis 


could be sensed. The Consul General was in effect attempting to 


pull rank. 
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The affair became a cause celebre and gave rise to enormous 
consternation in both the Bundand the Party and, throughout thig 
unseemly contretemps Becker maintained that he was supported by 
the AO in Germany. But it is unclear whether this was actually the 
case and, whatever the situation was with Berlin, there was no 
stopping the Becker blitzkrieg against Asmis and the Bund. 

Becker eventually replied to the Bund's demand for satisfac. 
tion in a lengthy letter of the 12th of June 1934 which represent- 
ed a shot across the bows of all his enemies. He immediately pro. 
claimed that the Clubs’ complaints were actually directed against 
the Nazi Party. Even though he had put his name to the 
Queensland article, he reminded the Bund, he was acting on behalf 
of the Party and only in that capacity. 

But what he wanted to make clear to everyone was that his 
original words had been arbitrarily altered by another person: 


“In my original letter the Jews are plainly mentioned. That 
announcement was directed against certain definite individuals. It is 
not intended to be applied generally, for it is far from me to hit out 
at nationally-minded Germans of Aryan race in any way, or to insult 


them.” 


Then, breathtakingly, he added: 


“In the interest of our national-socialist conception of life I must 
keep our Party comrades (among whom are the national-socialists on 
German steamers in Australian waters) away from any kind of gath- 
ering where there is danger that they may come in contact with Jews 
or even a mere exchange of ideas with them, is demoralising in every 
way- culturally, ethically, morally, materially, etc." [sic] 


Becker then moved to the gist of his justifications; he launched 
into a critique of Dr Asmis, and all he stood for, with a pen dipped 
in bile. He referred throughout his letter to Asmis with contempt 
as “the founder of your Bund’, as if he could not even bring him- 
self to call the man by his name. 

Becker recalled the events of late 1932 and early 1933, short- 
ly after Asmis arrived in Australia to assume his duties, when cer- 
tain utterances were made to him by the new Consul General: 
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“In January 1933, some days before our Fuehrer was called to 
the German Government, | had the honour of meeting the founder 
of your Bund...His words of welcome were extremely strange and 
surprising. He said among other things: “I forbid (!) you to carry on 
propaganda for the [Nazi Party] in Australia”, and later: “My class — I 
come from an estate in Pomerania — can never work with such a man 
as Hitler.” 

...He knew and had to reckon with the fact that our Fuehrer 
was the man called to save Germany from ruin. In the word NEVER 
he expresses the thought that, even if Hitler should enter the 
Government he would be ill-disposed towards him. Through forbid- 
ding explanatory work and propaganda for the [Party] he let it be 
clearly understood that it is important to him that you, Mr. President, 
and many other Germans in Australia should not be informed of our 


Fuehrer’s magnificent ideas and philosophy.” 


Becker was equally contemptuous of Asmis’s reactionary atti- 
tude of mind as disclosed by these utterances. 

But with alarming candour and ill-disguised menace Becker 
went on to remark, in effect, that Asmis was lucky not to be pros- 


ecuted for his remarks: 


“It was agreed that utterances against the [Party] made by 
employees of the Foreign Office before a certain date, should not be 
prosecuted by the [Party]. Among such utterances to the regret of the 
[AO] came those of the founder of your Bund... 

After our Fuehrer, Adolf Hitler, had been in the Government for 
several months, an announcement appeared in the Sydney daily press 
and in the “Queensland Herald” from the German Club 
“Concordia”, in Sydney, warmly welcoming Jews as members of your 
club. This announcement of the so-called German Club "Concordia" 
was a vulgar insult to the new Germany, a blow in the face of every 
National-Socialist, from our Fuhrer Adolf Hitler down to the 
youngest member... 

Our Fuehrer declines to have his Deutschbtum abroad represent- 


ed by Jews." 


Becker reminded his correspondent that in August of the pre- 
vious year (1933) he had received from Asmis an application form 
of the Bund and an invitation to the Party to join it. Becker had 
scathingly replied in the following terms: 


“We of German blood and pure German descent know nothing 
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about Ueberparteilichkeit. Ueberparteilich-keit is nothing more than 
swinging backwards and forwards between nationalism and interna- 
tionalism. I should be committing a crime against our present German 
fatherland and against our Deutschtum if I were to support any organ- 
Isation that is veberparteilich. Such a support would be a silent sanc- 
tioning of the surrender of our Deutschtum to foreign races, who 
would accordingly make an unfair use of the conjuncture.” 


He remarked how the very policy that Asmis was espousing 
had bred corruption in the Germany that predated Hitler's reign. 
Becker also related how he had sent the Bunds application 
form and his own reply to Germany for proper instruction, and 


the Party had replied to him: 


“The answer which you gave to Dr R. Asmis in your letter was 


quite correct.” 


He told of his October 1933 discussions with Asmis in 


Tanunda and how an attempt at rapprochement had failed: 


“Ror shame! Our national-socialists under my leadership in 
Australia do not join a Bund where there is danger that they may be 


. « 29) 
made use of for the purely egoistic ends of one man. 


One can only say that, in larger historical terms, this comment 
was a piece of unconscious irony. 

Becker referred to a letter to Germany in which, one infers, 
Asmis had argued for his removal. But in a passage of criumphal- 


ism Becker said: 


"You can see the answer of the [Nazi Party] to this letter in the 
fact that after my return [from Germany] I am still holding my hon- 
orary official position." 


He concluded his letter by asserting that the Nazi Party was 
not a political party as they only existed in German museums. 
There were now only Germans and non-Germans. 


Becker never could let Asmis out of his sights: his parting shot 
was: 
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“Of course, we can only represent a Deutschtum that really exists, 
that is recognised by the directorate of the Reich — not such a one as 
can come under suspicion of performing hack-work for the reaction. 


The Bund’s immediate attitude to this response was not direct- 
ly obvious. But it took up the fight with a plea to Gauleiter Bohle 
in a letter of the 20th of September 1934. Their main grievance 
was that Becker was dividing and not uniting Deutschtum. 

They expressed the view that Becker had not been long 
enough in Australia to gauge the true feelings of the local popula- 


tion of German descent: 


“Tt is clear that the faith of National Socialism cannot be under- 
stood and accepted abroad with the speed with which it happened in 
our homeland. Quiet, businesslike pioneers’ work would have been in 
place. Unreasonable orders are of no use. One must consider the 


atmosphere in which one is living.” 


They went on to comment: 


“In a letter to the president of the German club, Dr Becker says 
specifically that in his offensive article in the Queensland Herald he 
was aiming principally at the pro-Jewish Concordia club in Sydney. 

With regard to the article, it is well known to you that Dr Becker 
published an appeal asking sailors coming here to report to the 
Stuetzpunktleiter in the various Australian cities if they wished to do 
so, but at the end of his article unfortunately adds: 

"Avoid the so-called German clubs which are infected with 
members with whom we have nothing in common..."Certainly Dr 
Becker says that the editor of the paper made an arbitrary alteration, 
and instead of:” Avoid the Jew-infected German clubs” put the above- 
mentioned phrase. However that may be, this much is certain, that it 
was an unreasonable action on Dr Becker's part.” 


A follow-up request by the German Club in Adelaide to 
Becker, by letter dated the 7th of December 1934, was met with 
his sharp retort and a brazen dare: 


“A withdrawal of the notice published in the Queensland 
Herald. ..is out of the question for me...my original letter was differ- 
ent from that which was printed in the Queensland Herald, for the 
owner of the paper changed the original text without my knowledge... 


Lad 
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Go to law with me if you like for defamation of character...and then 
We can see what public English opinion is about you and me.” 


Three days later Becker fired off another letter to the Adelaide 
German Club in which he was pleased to quote the response from 


the Party in Germany to the Bund’s plea for help: 


“I emphatically support my Pg. Dr Becker in all his efforts to 
show the German Bund the true purposes of National Socialism and 
energetically to repulse all attempts against accepting National 


Socialism in its full totality. 
We National Socialists are of the opinion that the former com- 


promises and half-measures have only harmed us, that in future there 
can only be a “for” or an “against”, but no so-called middle path.” 


This whole bellicose exchange showed Becker’s imperious con- 


fidence in the Party’s support for his stance, which probably fuelled 


his bravado and aggression. 


In January 1935 Heinrich Krawinkel, who was a member of 
the German Club, wrote to Becker pledging that he would do 
everything in his power to put an end to this extraordinary and 
impossible state of affairs. He mentioned up-coming elections in 
the Club and his personal optimism that he could rectify the 
impasse. He mentioned also how he had been lobbying members 
of the Club to support his endeavours. 

Only one month earlier Krawinkel had opened a debate in the 
Club because of his express desire to have the prevailing conditions 


cleared up. His first attempt had failed badly. He had proposed: 


“That Dr Becker receives an opportunity to have a discussion in 
the Verein [Club] and to clear up the affairs with its members.” 


By 11 votes to 8 a counter-motion was passed: 


"That Dr. Becker should address himself to the Bund in this 


matter.” 
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One can imagine Becker's apoplectic reaction to this outcome, 
which he would doubtless have considered to be impertinent and 
demeaning: fancy being told to go cap in hand to his sworn enemy! 

[n his aims to assist Becker, Krawinkel was ultimately success- 
ful (the Clubs blocking resolution was eventually rescinded), 
though to what extent he actually placated Becker or received his 
support in any material way is not known. In any event, Krawinkel 
was probably seeking to ingratiate himself with Becker for two rea- 
sons: he had prospective commercial interests in certain German 
agencies to promote (e.g. Eau de Cologne 4711 which had been in 
Jewish hands in Australia) and was conscious of Becker's influence 
in that quarter. In addition he was still coveting the State 


Consulship if that were ever to be restored. 


Becker's Timing 


It should be remembered that Becker’s gambit, the advertise- 
ment of the 27th of September 1933, was a piece of exquisite uim- 
ing on his part. It was not only his birthday but also the very day 
that Dr Asmis had arrived in Adelaide, on the second leg of his 
official State tours to Western Australia and South Australia, using 
as his headquarters the prestigious South Australian Hotel on 
North Terrace. 

Becker was making an unambiguous comment about power: 
Asmis may well be an honoured guest in his state as the official 
representative of the Reich Government but he, Becker, and the 
Party to which he belonged were ultimately in command and pre- 


pared to rain on the Consul’s parade. 


The Bund 


Dr Asmiss approach to spreading the gospel of Nazism had 
been to create the Bund, which was founded on the 30th of May 
1933, as a loose confederation of the German Clubs in both 
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Australia and New Zealand. 
It became Asmis’s style to cloak National Socialist m 


ANOUEV re, 
under cultural appearances. According to its statutes, 


the Principal 
objective of the Bund was: 


“To keep Germans in close feeling with the homeland: to further 
their union in the Commonwealth and to assist Germans by word 
and deed: to cultivate German customs, German ways and the union 
of the German people; to honour German TOTES and to care for 
German war graves; to further instruction in the German language 
and in German schools; to support a German newspaper in order to 
have a connecting link between the affiliated Clubs and members and 
to further the objects mentioned above. 

The union is neither a political nor a sectarian organisation. It 
regards as its duty the cultivation of a good understanding with the 
population of the adopted country. 


The Clubs in Brisbane, Sydney (Concordia), Melbourne 
(Tivoli) and Adelaide, as well as across the Tasman Sea, were 
brought under the Asmis umbrella. The Club in Perth was close to 
being brought into the fold when War was declared. 

It was Dr Asmis’s belief that once the Bund was up and run- 
ning, the Clubs and their members would be ripe for the deploy- 
ment of propaganda. 

In essence, the Asmis philosophy for achieving success in the 
conversion and recruitment of members was a trickle-down one. It 
was: an elitist view of how propaganda could best be directed, 
because if the hearts and minds of the Club leadership and elite 
were converted then their subordinate members would be bound 
to follow. 

It was entirely antithetical to Becker’s grass roots approach. 
Indeed, Becker had made known his views on the Bund in a letter, 


laced with some rare purple prose, of the 20th of September 1933 
to the German Club in Adelaide: 


The idea and goal of the Bund is healthy and desirable, but the 


ous and impassable. I cannot 


il 
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nate From the days before the war — from the sterile time of the Junker 
mile — and do not meet the needs of today's new, budding, growing 
and rellowering Germany, and therefore not those of our Deutschtum 


ot rodav 


This was only eight days before he was to meet with Dr Asmis, 
mm their abortive attempt to synthesise their respective views on 
how Dewtschtum could best be fostered in Australia. 

And it was only seven days before he fired off his invective to 
the Queensland Herald. 

In his letter to the Club he was being disingenuous: he well 
Knew the unsavoury tactic he was about to employ to rub salt into 


the wounds of the reactionary aristocrat. 


Die Bruecke 


The periodical Die Bruecke was integral to the attainment of 
the Asmis strategy. It was financed largely by the AO with the dis- 
bursement of money being administered by the Consulate 
General. It was a fortnightly publication printed in Sydney, where 
the Editor, Arnold von Skerst (another Party Member), also 
resided. He had come to Australia in 1931 and was regarded as an 
ardent Nazi. But in 1938 the purity of his motives was questioned 


by Security: | 


“The general opinion of von Skerst in German and Russian cir- 
cles in Australia is that he will serve the cause that will most materi- 
ally benefit himself, and thus, while Germans distrust him his servic- 
es as a journalist and propagandist are considered indispensable to 


German aims in Australia.” 


Die Brueckes costs were partly defrayed by subscriptions and 
advertisements but it was never (and never intended to be) a 
money-making concern. 

Die Bruecke reported news from the Fatherland as well as from 
the Bund-participating States of Australia and New Zealand. 


Under the guise of harmless reports on cultural and social events, 
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propagandising began in earnest. It was written in both the 


English and German languages. 

Overall, it was an aesthetically pleasing newspaper, outwardly 
congenial and the stuff of the parish-pump; but it never let slip the 
opportunity to push the Party line or the virtues of the New 
Germany and its Fuehrer. 

Nor did von Skerst ever waste a chance to seek to enhance its 
circulation. He was constantly pursuing new names and faces 
(including Krawinkel) to carry its word into the wider communi- 
ty. In this he was almost completely unsuccessful. 

Shortly after the founding of the Bund von Skerst offered a 


preliminary and optimistic analysis of the future for it: 


“The danger of becoming Anglicised, which has had such seri- 
ous results in the country districts especially in Queensland, is no 
longer as acute as it was some years ago, not only in towns like 
Sydney, Melbourne and Adelaide, but in the country districts of 
South Australia and the Riverina...When a closer connection 
between town and country, which is being striven for, and which 
already exists in South Australia, is achieved in all the other 
Australian States, we will be able to look to the future with complete 
confidence.” 


Barely two years later, on the 6th of July 1936 he was virtual- 
ly writing an obituary for the Bund to Heinrich Krawinkel: 


“It is sad, and to me absolutely incomprehensible, that, in the 
very districts of South Australia, where there is the closest German 
settlement, where German names are respected, and German place- 
names have been restored and the services of the German settlers 
openly recognized and praised, so little interest is shown in Die 
Bruecke and so little comprehension of the necessity for the existence 
and maintenance of such a bilingual organ whose only mission is: The 


truth about Germany and the preservation of German Volkstums [i.e. 
racial purity]” 


When the War was declared the newspaper's further publica- 
tion was totally prohibited by the Australian Government. 
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The Worm in the Apple 


All this time that Becker was getting his city and country Party 
groups up and running, he was being closely watched. The 
Australian security apparatus was being kept informed of his every 
move, especially in Tanunda. 

Not least among their informants was a man who zealously 
played witness against Becker and his cohort. He was Victor 
Rudolph Offe, Intelligence’s principal paid informer. 

Offe was a second or third generation Australian of German 
descent, born in South Australia on the 30th of November 1894. 
He was married to a woman called Minnie who had hailed from 
Colac in Victoria and operated a small watch-making and jew- 
ellery business in Tanunda. 

Offe’s father, at the time a proprietor of a tannery, had spied 
on the Tanunda residents during the First World War. His business 
was boycotted and an Excise Supervisor, who was stationed in the 
district at the time, recollected that, when attempting to mow his 
hay, Offe senior found that pieces of stout wire had been placed 
upright throughout the crop. After the machine had several times 
met with disaster the cutting of the crop was abandoned. 

Both father and son were fiercely pro-British and anti- 
German and for their pro-British posturings incurred local enmi- 
ty and wrath. 


It was noted that: 


, SOSON ; 

The situation has been rather unfortunate for him [Offe jun- 
ior] for he claims that through it, he has found it hard to conduct his 
business on a paying basis.” 


From as early as February 1938, Offe received from the pub- 
lic purse the sum of £3 per week to provide fortnightly reports to 
Intelligence in Adelaide, after his initial offer to do the job for £6 


per week was rejected. He was put on probation for the first three 
months and Security counselled: 


« 
Of course, if he is to be successful in obtaining any information 
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of value he will need to alter, or at least modify, his open antagonism 


^ ^ 
towards Nazism... 


Offe rejoiced in the code designation A4 and was said to have 
a scar or indentation high up on his forehead "no doubt due to 
active service". He first made known his spying abilities as far back 
as 1935 when he reported on the comings and goings of what he 
had christened the ‘Hitler Club’, the name becoming currency 
among various Security operatives. 

A4 was into everything. He accosted people in the street and, 
feigning a particular attitude in order to disarm the other speaker, 
he would pan the conversation for every fleck of dross and gold that 
was imaginable. He was determined to fill his reports with both. 

He rarely failed to make it clear to his superiors that his loyal- 
ty was beyond question and never missed an opportunity to black- 
en the characters of the enemies he had fixed in his sights. While 
the population of the Barossa Valley was engaged largely in agricul- 
tural and kindred pursuits, he saw: 


“Scattered amongst it shrewd men of different callings and pro- 
fessions who would hold sway in any crisis. 

Chief among these is a Dr Becker, a German, who during a pros- 
ecution under a Medical Board Act [sic] recently, declared in court 
that he was Hitler’s representative in Australia.” [for which see later] 


In a probable case of Chinese whispers, he mentioned in one 
of his dispatches that Becker had been approached by the Labor 
Party of the State to stand as a candidate in a forthcoming general 
election, which Becker “of course, treated as quite a joke’. 

Offe was convinced that locals had fostered the illusion that 
Germans like Becker were simple folk in order to cloak a sinister 
design. Besides, after Becker’s arrival, there was a rebirth of pride 
in all things German. 

The Tanunda Jugend Verein (Youth Society) was a particular 
means by which German propaganda was disseminated. 

The first written reference to A4 came in a seven page hand- 
written report to the Military authority at Keswick in Adelaide on 
the 7th of January 1935. Under the heading of “Hitler Club of 
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Aust. , A4 gave the benefit of his observations and opinions: 


This club has several rooms in a private residence a short dis- 
tance off the main street. I am told on good authority a short-wave 
receiving set is installed and German stations are picked up with ease. 
A table is laden with pamphlets, leaflets, books etc. Also flags of a 
Hitler and Nazi nature...” 


The big item in A4’s reporting, which was later to be embod- 
ied in a Statutory Declaration for use against the Party in intern- 


ment matters, was the following: 


“That on a number of occasions, three at least, witnessed meet- 
ings of the Nazi Club which were held in Tanunda in a room in the 
rear of a house owned by one Heinrich. I could clearly see the pro- 
ceedings through an open window and could hear what was being 
said...Before the arrival of Dr J.H. Becker the conversation was usu- 
ally directed to the growing military strength of Germany, what was 
coming to the British Empire and the French...Any reference to the 
British was made in a disparaging manner or held her up to ridicule. 

On the arrival of Becker there was a profound silence for a sec- 
ond then simultaneously all sprang to their feet clicked their heels the 
orthodox Nazi salute. Becker [was] at the head of the table with the 
Nazi flag and a picture of Hitler behind him...obsequious deference 
[was] shown to Becker.” 


Offe represented the unsatisfactory aspects of the amateur and 
unfettered spy network that operated in Australia throughout these 
years. His writings showed him to be a servile, sycophantic man 
towards his superiors and one who was willing to heap dirt on any- 
one in the Barossa Valley in order to ingratiate himself to the 
Security operatives who controlled him. 


But ultimately, his was a very successful role in the tale that 


unfolded. 


Other Rumblings 


But A4 was, at this time, the least of Becker’s worries. His real 
and potential problems lay within the Party itself. 
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In late 1935 Dr Asmis took leave of absence and returned to 
Germany. While he was there he received correspondence from 4 
member of the German Club in Adelaide, sixty-seven year old 
Henry Borchers, a Master Cooper and Vat Builder by trade, who 
had been born in Hanover and had become naturalised. Asmis had 
been sent a long letter, dated the 11th of November 1935, which 
was unguardedly critical of Dr Becker and his methods. 

Borchers started by praising Dr Asmis for his special efforts in 
respect of Deutschtum in Australia. He lamented the Consul 
General’s absence because it had allowed Becker to wield influence 
unhindered. He related a conversation between Becker and a 
mutual acquaintance, in which the former berated Die Bruecke, 
had called it a miserable paper and had said how “that rag and von 
Skerst should disappear’. Becker had then called the Consul 
General a “common rascal and liar”. The writer quoted extensive- 
ly from a letter from Becker, dated the 12th of August 1934, in 
which the latter had said: 


“It after all seems to have been confirmed, what I said last year, 
that the German [Bund] is a dead born child. Rest in peace. 

You know yourself that the disunity of the Germans in South 
Australia is very great; everyone wants to be his own lord in his own 
domain.” 


Borchers then ventured his opinion to Dr Asmis that he 
thought Becker himself was exactly that, and proceeded: 


“It appears to me actually that the man can’t differentiate between 
truth and lies, that is, in the way that a color blind person can’t say a 
color is red or green or yellow. Perhaps something is not quite right in 
the head. The only incomprehensible wonder is how a person like that 
could suggest himself to a position of honor, to the gentlemen there at 
home, who have to decide about. Honor appears to be a complete 
worthless meaning to this man, and [sic] empty shell". 


After a few observations on how Heinrich Krawinkel appeared 


to be manipulated and abused by Becker, Borchers made the com- 
ment that Becker: 
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till now has hardly been able to get a bakers dozen for his 
cause.” 


But he raised the question as to why Becker could not secure 
more followers and answered it himself: 


“all Germans here...are immensely pleased with the rehabita- 
tion of our fatherland and their hearts are full of admiration and love 
for the great Fuehrer. But from Dr Becker they appear to hold off 
instinctively and are warned that the man does not bring unity and 
peace, but dissension and quarrels. Instead to awaken trust, distrust 
goes, or should I say radiates from him and actually not only here, 
but this appears to work so everywhere in the whole country. The 
people can’t respect him, as he earns no respect... The Germans who 
have managed to struggle on here with the times are mostly solid peo- 
ple, who would never subject to a Dr Becker. They need a trust awak- 
ening Leader...These two men, Dr Becker and Mr Krawinkel, are 
the unholy influence which prevents the development of Germanism 


to flourish.” 


Borchers obviously told Asmis what the Consul wanted to 
hear: maligning Becker was always a sure way to please. 

It may be recalled that to prevent future problems with Becker 
and his kind, in 1934 the German Club had passed a resolution 
refusing admission to its membership of those who belonged to 
foreign political organisations. But with the assistance of 
Krawinkel, in early 1935 the Nazi operatives had succeeded in hav- 
ing that resolution rescinded. The door had been opened to Nazi 
infiltration which continued to increase in the years immediately 
preceding the War. 

The Borchers letter of complaint did not fail to produce 
results; nor was his a lone voice of criticism. On the 8th of April 
1935, one Wilfrid Noerthen (who was actually a nephew of 
Borchers) wrote from Hanover to his good friend and comrade 
Ernst Starke, after Noerthen’s recent return from Adelaide to 
Germany. He had gone virtually straight to Berlin and the AO: 


- What I heard here is very unpleasing... The confidential agent 
Dr B. is looked upon very unfavorably by the AO and I fear the worst 
for him very soon. All the directions he receives from the AO he car- 
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ries out in the opposite direction. ..1 fear the worst for Dr Becker 
Party Member Muecke asked me about a substitute, and 1 told hirn 
that for this post you alone came in question... That the Consul 
General is not very highly prized by the [AO] is of course correct,” 


Noerthen then went on to warn Starke about the AO already 
discussing the idea of dissolving the local Party group in Australia 

Becker’s belligerent, street-fighting qualities were making him 
enemies inside and outside the German community. To men like 
Borchers, Noerthen and Asmis he was little better than 4 
klugscheisser (smart arse). Their disdain for Becker was no doubt 
fuelled in part by their envy of his apparent power, both as 
Germany's Confidential Agent and his notoriety within Australia. 

Like it or not, they also knew that he was a bigger personality 
than most of his detractors, and they loathed him for it. 


Propaganda 


In early 1935 the Federal Attorney-General’s Investigation 
Branch started to get wind of a reawakening of activity on the part 
of the Hitler Club in Tanunda. | 

It advised the State Commissioner of Police that Becker had 
embarked upon a concerted campaign of public showings of 
motion picture propaganda in Tanunda, Nuriootpa and other 


country towns: 


"These films portray the industrial life of Germany and her 
armaments; the Army, Navy and Air Force all come in for 
notice...parcels of books, papers, pamphlets, are taken ashore from 
practically every German vessel that calls at Adelaide...Dr. Becker 
meets all boats. The * ///ustrieter Beobachter" in a recent issue had a 
photograph of Tanunda with the following caption -' Little Berlin, an 
entirely German village in Australia." 


At the same time, Becker pushed on with two other pet proj- 
ects which were aimed at extending the reach of Nazi propaganda. 
In 1935 the South Australian-German Centenary Committee, 
a private and non-governmental body, was formed and convened 


142 








The Hitler Club 


under the chairmanship of Heinrich Krawinkel. This was an ad 
hoc body that had several objectives in mind with a view to provid- 
ing enhanced German participation in the following year’s 
Centenary celebrations of the founding of the colony of South 
Australia. It was the recipient of a £50 grant from the State 
Government to kick-start its endeavours. 

The first objective of the Committee, which proved only par- 
tially successful, was to seek the reinstatement of the German 
names of towns in South Australia which had been changed at the 
height of the Great War’s period of anti-German sentiment. The 
Nomenclature Act 1935 was passed and Hahndorf, Lobethal and 
Klemzig were reborn. 

The next object of the Centenary Committee was to erect 
suitable memorials both to the pioneer German settlers at Klemzig 
and to Berlin-born Carl Linger, the composer of “The Song of 
Australia, which was the unofficial anthem of the State of South 
Australia. It was a declared aim of the Committee to see this 
become Australia’s national anthem. A public subscription was 
launched with the aid of the metropolitan newspapers and the two 
memorials were built and unveiled amid pomp and ceremony dur- 
ing the course of 1936. 

Becker attended on both of those occasions as the official rep- 
resentative of the Nazi Party and laid large, impressive wreaths 
bedecked with the swastika. 

As he said: 


. | | 

The City of Berlin sent a wreath (they actually sent the money 
and I bought the wreath) and | put it on the memorial down there in 
the cemetery, and also on the one at Klemzig.” 


The Committee also participated in a number of other official 
functions throughout 1936, if any German element was concerned. 

When the Centenary year was over, the Committee trans- 
formed itself from an ad hoc affair into the permanent South 
Australian German Historical Society with its executive body still 
being chaired by Krawinkel. The controlling committee consisted 
of eleven persons who were, apart from Krawinkel: 
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Dr. A.J. Schulz, a senior Public Servant 
Pastor J.J. Stolz, VELKA 

Pastor O, Nichterlein, ELSA 

Mr, R. Buring, Adelaide 

Mr, M.C. Kriewaldt, Adelaide 

Mr. C.G.E. Nitschke, Hahndorf 

Mr, G. Weidenhofer, Klemzig 

Dr. C. Jungfer, Lobethal 

Mr. J.EW. Schulz, Tanunda 

Mr. A. Pfeiffer, Adelaide 


The second propaganda development involving Becker was 
the establishment by him in Tanunda of the Deutsche 
Fortbildungsverein (or German Further Education Society) which 
started to amass an impressive library of German (with special 
emphasis on Nazi) literature. 

It was housed in the Sonntagschule (Sunday School) Hall 
attached to the St John’s Lutheran Church and came under the per- 
sonal care of Pastor Held. The library comprised books, booklets 
and pamphlets ranging from subtle to unapologetically propagan- 
dist writings. Nearly all this material came from the AO, transmit- 
ted through German ships which were met by Becker and his asso- 
ciates, or through the agency of the General Consulate in Sydney. 

Numerous eramophone records were also acquired, in many 
instances with the direct assistance of Dr Asmis. 

Libraries elsewhere were also the object of Dr Asmiss generos- 
ity, sometimes acting on Beckers specific recommendation. One 
example was that of Immanuel College in North Adelaide and 
another of the Anglican St Peter's College. 

Moreover, the moving pictures were ushered in through points 
such as Port Adelaide or even (preferably) Port Pirie where Federal 
Customs surveillance was at its most lax. 

In March 1936, a Port Adelaide Customs clerk who had struck 
up a conversation with Becker spoke to an Adelaide identity 
named Maeder (whom he understood to be Swiss) who was eaves- 
dropping Becker' talk, in the German language, with officers of 
the ship. The group, which included Mona, had also been joined 
by Emil Kuhri. 
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At one stage Maeder leaned across to the clerk: 


“and speaking quietly to me said, “They are fanatics’ — he pro- 
nounced the word ‘far-nar-tics’. I said, ‘How do you mean?’ He 
replied shaking his head in disgust, ‘Political far- nar-tics.”” 


The smuggled talkie pictures were displayed from time to time 
`n the Institute Hall of Tanunda, often attracting crowds in excess 
of 500 people who sometimes could not be fully accommodated. 
The overspill had to be turned away. One example was the hugely 
successful showing in the Tanunda Hall of the series of films called 
Echo der Heimat (Echo of Home), which commenced being 
screened on the 8th of June 1936, right in the middle of the 
Centenary year. 

Monsy Schulz assisted Becker in these projects and the 
VELKA Church often contributed to their sponsorship. No pub- 
lic admission fee was ever charged but a collection was taken up 
with the monies going towards the Centenary Committees causes. 

One major attraction showed Hitler, Goebbels and Goering 
during 1935, which was called Liberation Year in obvious recogni- 
tion of the return to German control of the Saar lands in the 
south-west. 

While the informer who reported to the Security Service 
could not detect that any of the propaganda was directed against 
any country in particular, it did have a special emphasis on things 
military. 

After the War, Security reported in relation to the enormous 
quantity of written propaganda material that had made its way 
into the country: 


“Tons of this propaganda flowed into South Australia, elaborate- 
ly printed books, copies of speeches made by German leaders, calen- 
dars illustrated with submarines, war planes, tanks, all of them 
German, all of them to bring home the war might of Nazi Germany. 
A tremendous quantity of this propaganda was seized by the author- 
ities in searching the homes of South Australian Nazis. They found 
that some of it had been printed in Berlin in 1940. It was all pulped 


and probably found its way back to Germany in another form.” 
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The AHN 


One highly representative and curious item of propaganda 
which slipped the net and survives even today is a large, Impressive 
magazine entitled ‘The American Hitler News: Bridge across the 
Atlantic (AHN). 

Its sixty glossy pages are full of the crassest forms of propagan- 
da imaginable and purport to be an address by various functionar- 
ies of the Nazi Party to the American people. The spectacular use 
of quality art deco graphics and layout makes it obvious it was 
meant to impress. 

It details the political organisation of the German nation and 
the aspirations of the New Germany with contributions from such 
Party luminaries as Rudolf Hess, Dr Goebbels and Dr Robert Ley. 
It talks of Hitlers leadership and destiny and the force of his per- 
sonality. Dr Goebbels’ long essay is entitled ‘National Socialist 


Germany and its Duties in relation to World Peace’ and concludes: 


‘May all men of good will unite in the noble purpose of alleviat- 
ing the cares of the nations and serving the general weal. As for 
Germany, she is ready from the bottom of her heart to cooperate in 
securing the peace of Europe. 


The book goes on to look ahead to 1936 and the Berlin 
Olympic Games and it is liberally sprinkled with glossy advertise- 
ments from some of Germany's best known commercial and 
industrial names e.g. Daimler-Benz and NordDeutscher-Lloyd. 

It even carries a photograph of Gauleiter Bohle from the AO. 

However, what is most odd about the AHN is not merely that 
it has survived — in Australia at that — but the combination of its 
scheduled publication date (July 1934) and four photographs 
within it. 

On pages 4, 17, 28 and 57 there appear — first alone and then 
with the Fuehrer — the unmistakable, bloated and scarred features 
of Hitlers Chief of Staff and the Head of the Sturmabteilung (SA) 
Ernst Rohm, whom President Hindenburg had nicknamed 
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Hinterlader (meaning a breechloader, in reference to his notorious 
sexual proclivities). 

There was a huge public relations problem attached to a 
release of the AHN in July of that year: by then Hitler had ordered 
Rohms death and personally ensured that it was carried out, along 
with the deaths of thousands of others. The book was an anachro- 
nism even before its release. 

The Hitler-inspired purge was known variously as the Rohm 
massacre, the Night of the Long Knives or Langemessernacht and 
represented the final phase of Hitler’s consolidation of power, as 
well as the first truly unchecked use of illegal and extra-judicial 
means to achieve his political aims: 


"There were no trials, no weighing of evidence, no verdicts: 
there was nothing but an atavistic slaughter" (Endnote No. 11) 


A compliant judiciary aided Hitler’s cause and justified this 
blood-letting and savagery under the heading of State Security. An 
equally compliant Reichstag ratified and applauded Hitler’s actions 
in saving the nation from treasonous insurrection. The Army 
Generals were grateful that the SA no longer represented a threat 
to their power and Hitlers devotion of attention to them alone. 

An old, long-term friend and comrade Rohm himself was 
merely a dispensable commodity in the lust for power. 

One asks: Why did Becker keep and secrete such an embar- 
rassing (for the Party) piece of propaganda? 

After all, as at the 1st of July 1934 Rohm was a dead traitor. 
But the AHN still had him depicted as Hitlers No.2 man. 

One might surmise (in the absence of anything more concrete) 
that, because the events unfolding in Germany coincided with his 
own busy schedule in the Supreme Court in mid-1934 and because 
of his dealings with Pastor Gielow and his own prevailing financial 
difficulties, Becker simply overlooked the significance of what had 
occurred. He had failed to see the effect of the Rohm purge on the 
credibility of this explicit piece of Nazi propaganda. (Endnote 12 
has a brief discussion of the AHN’s provenance) 
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Family 


During these hectic and complex years, Mona and Becke 
found time to have their family. Their first child Heinrich (Heini) 
Thomas (named after his grandfather in Marburg) was born on the 
18th of January 1935; Marlene (Marli) Elli (named for her father’s 
sister) arrived on the 5th of December 1936. 

Even so, Becker still found the time and energy to travel to 
Sydney in May 1935 to give a series of lectures to an exclusive 
audience at the German Concordia Club. 


Dismissal 


Dr Becker finally fell out of favour with the Party both local- 
ly and in Germany sometime in late 1936. 

He always maintained — even to his interrogators in May 1944 
— that he was never told the reason for his having to relinquish his 
position. He said that all he received was a message from Germany 
that the Party position he held was dissolved. 

He also contended that the letter from Germany had been 
taken by Mona, after his internment, to Security in Adelaide so that 
they would have written proof that he had ceased to be Australia’s 
head Nazi in 1936. Becker said that he became divorced from Party 
activities after that year and apart from some small role in Tanunda, 


his activities for Nazism in Australia were absolutely ended. 
According to him: 


` They have kept alive their German customs and knowledge up 
there in the Tanunda district. I think it is mainly to keep the German 
culture going. I do not think it is 
good Australian citizens.” 


political. I thought they were all 


Around the time of his being deposed, it was rumored th 
money destined for the Winter Help Fund (intended for Germany 


and the relief of the indigent) went missing. That is why, it was 
alleged, that both the Treasurer Goern a 


at 


nd Becker were removed 
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from office. The Federal Investigation Branch reported that Dr 
Becker had been instructed to send to Sydney his books of account 
in respect of the Fund collections, as a suspected misappropriation 
of moneys had taken place and, despite repeated requests, he had 
failed to do so. 

There is a later hint about another possible explanation for 
what had occurred. In January 1937 Goern was prosecuted, con- 
victed and fined in the Adelaide Police Court, for failure to com- 
ply with certain requirements of the State Sales Tax Procedure Act. 
Goern, a manufacturer of washing machines, told the court that he 
did not have the means to pay the tax. But what is of greater inter- 
est is that he had been prosecuted for similar offences in 1934, 
although those charges had been withdrawn upon his entering into 
certain undertakings. 

It was clear that Goern had a bad history of indebtedness for 
a considerable time and at a time which spanned the alleged 
Winter Help Fund irregularities. Therefore, if there were to be a 
reasonable suspect to have in such a case it was Goern and not 
Becker, who may well have been sacrificed for his subordinate’s 
embezzling. 

Shortly afterwards, a new Landeskreisleiter named Ladendorff 
was installed by the AO and the South Australian functions were 
transferred to Sydney. As Security noted: 


"Ihe position of Asmis became more satisfactory when 
Ladendorff became Landeskreisleiter, as he was then able to remain in 
close touch with the Landesleitung in Sydney, and he also could exer- 
cise some control as Ladendorff was in debt to the Consul-General.” 


A new Treasurer, Artur (Arthur) Wolf, was also appointed; he 
too resided in Sydney. 


Though he had been deprived of office, Becker: 


-...does not seem to have lost his influence in the Party, and his 
relations with Ladendorff seem to have been good." 


According to Security the last mention in Die Bruecke of 


Becker as Landeskreisleiter was on the 14th of March 1936. 
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However that was not correct. It would seem the last such refer- 
ence was in the edition of the 27th of June 1936, just two days 
after Becker learned of his fate and his bleak future regarding his 
ability to practise medicine. 

The article in question referred to his role in the unveiling of 
the Carl Linger memorial in Adelaide’s West ‘Terrace cemetery on 
the 17th of June. He had laid a wreath, adorned with the 
Hakenkreuz and read a telegram on behalf of the Lord Mayor of 
the City of Berlin (Der Oberburgermeister der Stadt Berlin): 


“On occasion unveiling Carl Linger Memorial have great pleas- 
ure to convey to you and the city of Adelaide sincere greetings on 


behalf of the Lord Mayor and the citizens of Berlin Linger’s birth- 


place.” 


That evening, Becker attended a Deutsche Abend at the 
German Club when over 200 people attended from as far afield as 
the Barossa Valley, the Adelaide Hills and the West Coast. Guests 
also came from Melbourne and there were officers and crewmen 
from Becker's old ship, the Ma. 

On that occasion Krawinkel spoke, as did Pastor Stolz: Ernst 
Starke gave a speech im Namen der reichsdeutschen Kolonie von 
Adelaide (in the name of Adelaide’s colony of German nationals). 

In spite of his demise as a senior official in the Party, prominent 
German visitors to Adelaide still called at Tanunda to see Becker. 
He was thought to be of sufficient importance to warrant a visit. 

All members were advised that in future their Party subscrip- 
tions would need to be directly remitted to Sydney and all 
inquiries regarding Party matters should be addressed there. 
However, 1f matters required local attention then Ernst Starke was 
to handle them. By 1936 Starke had become the Vice-President of 
the German Club; he became its President in 1938. 

Goern and Becker were frozen out of office as a disciplinary 
act (although it should be noted that the name of Frerck is some- 
times confusingly mentioned instead of Goern): Becker was able to 
conunue as an ordinary member and his personal importance in 
the Party appeared to remain relatively intact. 
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Prosecution 


The idea of some financial irregularity contributing to 
Becker's early demise may or may not have been true. But it is the 
sort of assertion that is easy to make and difficult to refute and 
seems to have gained weight or credibility from the mere fact of its 
repetition. 

It is an assertion that has never been proved by the direct tes- 
timony of any one person or any one document, which is hardly 
surprising given that the Nazi Party was most unlikely to have 
called in the police and allowed their internal affairs and books of 
account to be scrutinised. 

In any case, such an allegation of cloak and dagger or nefari- 
ous dealings with money carries with it, in the eyes of some, the 
sort of moral imputation or censure that the Nazi Party deserved. 

Yet another explanation has been offered. The Intelligence 


Service observed: 


“In 1936 with very little warning or explanation, the 
Landeskreis was dissolved. Apparently Dr Becker’s policy had 
annoyed not only Dr Asmis but also the German traders and church 
in Sydney, and their combined protests seem to have induced Admiral 
Menche to make a personal visit [incognito] to Australia to investi- 
gate the whole situation and, finally, to dissolve the organization.” 


But there is a further, credible explanation and one that zs a 
matter of public record. In January 1936, after a hearing lasting 
three days before Mr. Walter Vernon Ray, a Stipendiary Magistrate 
sitting in the Tanunda Court, Dr Becker was convicted of holding 
himself out to be a medical practitioner when he was not lawfully 
entitled to do so (contrary to section 35 of the Medical 
Practitioners Act 1919). 

What Mr Justice Dixon had flagged in the High Court four 
years earlier had finally come to pass. Indeed following the quali- 
fied success of that case Becker had substantially modified his 
behaviour in a vain attempt not to fall foul of the law. As the 


Magistrate pointed out: 
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"He continued to carry on his practice as a medical practitioner 
as before but with certain restrictions as follows: 

(a) he ceased advertising 

(b) he was advised not to give people the impression that he Was 
a registered doctor qualified here 

(c) he did not give any death certificates 

(d) nor sue for fees 

(e) he removed the word “Doctor” or its abbreviation “Dr.” from 
his name plate 

(f) he did not sign any certificate as “doctor” or put the word 
“Doctor” to his name 

(g) he put no degree after his name nor put any initials after his 
name representing any academic degree 

(h) he made it clear that he was a medical practitioner unregis- 
tered in South Australia. 

Other than as above he has continued to carry on the practice of 
a general medical practitioner. There is a brass plate on the front gate 
of his residence at Tanunda upon which is engraved “JH Becker, 
Consulting time 9am to 3pm.His practice extends for a radius of 
about 8 miles [12km] from his residence in Tanunda.” 


With respect to confinements, Becker had also had his solici- 
tor prepare a form which was to be signed by the patient who was 
seeking to have his assistance at the birth of their child. This 


strange form, which served to cut off a patient’s nose to spite their 
face, read: 


“Mr JH Becker 


Tanunda 


Dear Sir, 


Not withstanding your explanation to me regarding your posi- 
tion in connection with the provisions of the Nurses Registration Act 
1920, and the Medical Practitioners Act 1919 and that your applica- 
tion for registration under the latter Act has been rejected by the 
Medical Board, I wish you to render assistance to me at and during 
my approaching confinement as I have no faith whatever in any med- 
ical practitioner or in any midwife unless you too are 
and I hereby solemnly assure you that if you do not co 
wish I will engage and have nobody else whomsoever.” 


in attendance 
mply with my 


The prosecution successfully proved that Becker had treated 
patients on 1500 occasions over a period of 145 days. He was fined 
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£15 — the prescribed penalty was a minimum fine of £5 and a max- 
imum of £50, or up to six months imprisonment with or without 
hard labour — and ordered to pay the costs of the prosecution of 
£2/3/0 and counsel fees of £10/10/0. 

In an early exchange with Becker’s lawyer, Mr Ray SM sig- 
nalled his intentions: 


“Mr. Rollison [his counsel] added that the effect of preventing 
Becker from practising here would probably result in the German 
Government preventing English and Australian doctors from practis- 
ing in Germany. 

Mr. Gillespie [Police Prosecutor]-They are not allowed to prac- 
tise now. 

Mr. Rollison-The rules of reciprocity have not been clearly 
defined. 

Mr. Ray — The political aspect of the case does not matter 
twopence to me. I dont care if any decision starts a war. I will still give 


» 


Lt. 


What prompted this exchange was a statement to the police, 
which was put in evidence, in which Becker had said that in his 


opinion: 


“I do not think it wise for the [State] Government to take that 
step. The trend between Germany and Great Britain at present is for 
reciprocity, and not what they are doing to me here. I am the official 
representative in the Commonwealth of the Hitler Government. I 
may be stopped from practising, but perhaps English and Australian 
doctors in Germany may receive different treatment from what they 
are receiving at present. The Hitler Government will never give in." 


One can imagine how such an apparently hubristic and 
threatening utterance was received in Berlin and Sydney, and for 
that matter Canberra. It was this bit of news that the spy A4 was 
so happy to relate to his superiors. 

Later in his statement to the police, Becker was reported as 


saying: 


"In my opinion, certain doctors who are jealous have brought 
pressure to bear against me." 
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That is almost certainly much closer to the truth. 


On Thursday the 25th of June 1936, Mr Justice Angas 
Parsons of the Supreme Court dismissed Becker's appeal from the 
Magistrate's decision and applied a very expansive interpretation to 


the law: 


“It is not merely the use of a nameplate or an advertisement by 
an unregistered person, at which the section strikes, but every single 
act of holding out in the course of professional business. To each 
patient whom he attended professionally [Becker] necessarily held 
himself out as a qualified medical practitioner. The reception, the 
examination, the use of medical instruments, the giving of advice, the 
prescription of medicine, the surgical act of operation, the subsequent 
attendance, the claim for fees- each of these typical acts in the course 
of professional business involved or constituted, on the part of 
[Becker] a holding himself out as a medical practitioner.” 


And on the Ist October of 1936, Becker learned that he could 
not repeat his earlier success in the High Court when it refused 
him leave to appeal from the Supreme Court Judges decision. 

Following further legal advice, he ceased to use any letterhead 
or business card, removed his plaque altogether from the front gate 
of Julius Street and had the description ‘Dr’ finally removed from 
his name in the telephone directory: the entry read just plain 
‘Becker J. H. 

He had now fallen foul of Australian criminal law and that was 
a sin in the eyes of the AO, given that its First Commandment to 
overseas members of the Nazi Party was: 


“Obey the laws of the land whose guest you are.” 


Becker’s private, peacetime war was then all but over, finishing 
with a whimper. As was observed by Security: 


“Although after the dissolution of the Landeskreis Dr Becker 
called himself ‘once more a simple soldier of Adolf Hitler’, he does 
not seem to have altogether retired into obscurity...All indications 
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point in fact to Dr Becker’s having continued to act in some official 
capacity...although his duties are obscure.” 


The story of an alleged financial irregularity was therefore, in 
all probability, a concoction that was calculated to deflect attention 
from the real reasons for Becker’s removal: his falling foul of his 
host authorities. Added to this was his reputation for causing con- 
flict with German officials in Australia. Asmis was not a strident 
National Socialist but his more diplomatic approach suited Berlin. 
Becker's more visceral, combative style had fallen out of favour. 

However, what must have been the ultimate indignity for 
Becker was his final realisation that the Junkers had triumphed 
after all. Berlin preferred Asmis the aristocratic diplomat to Becker 
the hard-working man of the people and trench-fighter. The 
duplicity of Nazism knew no limit. 


Tanunda Police Journal 


There do remain several tantalising entries in the Journal of 
the Tanunda Police Station which suggest that Becker did not cease 
his medical practice outright. 

One Detective Trezona was scheduled to interview some 
potenual witnesses (on the 8th of February 1937 and the 2nd of 
February 1938) regarding respectively Dr Becker and Otto Goern 
(the former Party ‘Ireasurer) about their involvement in possible 
breaches of the Medical Practitioners Act 1919. In respect of the 
former he did interview two people, including a Mrs Kulk. But no 
more was heard of either matter. 

In the same Journal there were recorded a number of occasions 
upon which Becker attended the Police Station to inform the police 
of the death of a patient. Because he was not registered, he was 
unable personally to complete a Death Certificate; he was obliged 
to report the matter. In 1935 there were four such notifications, and 
in 1936 three, with the last occasion being on the 22nd of 
December, six months after his conviction. 

No coronial inquest was ever held in respect of a patient’s 
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death reported by Becker. 

In testimony he gave in 1945, Becker did make reference to 
Operating on patients from Tanunda at what he called the North 
Adelaide Hospital when he said he worked with a Dr Joske 
Whether Becker meant the (then) Adelaide Children's Hospital o, 
the Memorial Private Hospital is not certain. Presumably, these 
patients had approached him and were not induced by any holq. 
ing out on his behalf. 


Hitler Club Reform 


On the 21st of August 1937 a permanent German Consulate 
was finally re-established in Adelaide. Between 1950 and 1937 the 
Consulate had been managed by the General Consulate in Sydney: 
before then, Heinrich Krawinkel had been the Consul for nearly 
three years. 

The new Consul in Adelaide was Dr Oscar K. Seger, a career 
diplomat, a known Nazi and one who could, and did, work Coop- 
eratively with Dr Asmis. The two men had known each other 
while serving in Africa and Asmis was pleased to be able to recall 
Segers nickname of Kongo. 

Under Seger’s guiding hand the Adelaide Stuetzpunkt was 
reformed in 1938 with his Consular Secretary, Paul Beckmann, at 
the helm. Beckmann had come to Adelaide from the German 
embassy in London in November 1937. He too was a known Nazi. 

The members of the (reformed) Adelaide Stuetzpunkt in 1938 


WCIC; 


Paul Beckmann (Stuetzpunktleiter) 
Ernst Starke 

Emil Kuhri 

Olaf Bohlens 

W. Abel 


Georg Bretag 
A.L.E. Methsieder 
R.F. Bay 
Theodore Bay 

R. Schlenk 
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W.H. Rindfleisch 

L. Heinle 

M. vom Berg 

A. Kroeger 

H. Meinck 

Mrs. Johanna Jung (who was Beckmann’s secretary in the 


Consulate) 


Beckmann himself later replaced Dr Seger as Consul and 
proved to be a highly effective leader; as Security noted with their 
customary flourish of snobbery: 


-...he proceeded to raise the social tone of Party affairs- a diffi- 
cult feat when most members were labourers or artisans — while he 
himself became friendly with the Homburgs, Krawinkels, and the 
wealthier section of the German colony. Largely through his influ- 
ence, the associated organizations fell into Party line — the German 
Club observed the German National Festivals in true Nazi style with 
large attendances, while the [South Australian] German Historical 
society remained active and popular, and was scheduled to hold a 
Kaffee Abend (Coffee Evening) in the Adelaide Town Hall a few days 
after the War broke out. Altogether, it may be assumed that the Nazi 
Party in South Australia was more flourishing just before the War 
than at any previous time." 


An improvement to the atmosphere of the German Club had 
obviously been a vexing problem that engaged Dr Seger for some 
time. In October 1937 he was reporting to Dr Asmis: 


".ethere have apparently in former times been some very 
unpleasant happenings. For instance, I have heard from more than 
one quarter that improper proposals were made to the women who 
came to the dance evenings of the Club, and that not only by wild 
young bachelors, so that careful parents do not allow their daughters 
to attend these functions." 


Then he made the aside: 


-Various members frankly belong to the club only on account of 
being able to get beer more easily. It is certainly correct that the 
German in general needs beer to be happy, and that on the other 
hand the drink laws here are very severe.” 
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The German Club's waxing interest in the affairs of the Third 
Reich even extended to the sending of a telegram to the Fuehrer, 
under the hand of Ernst Starke, on the occasion of Hitler's forty. 


eighth birthday. It read: 


"Reich-Fuehrer Adolf Hitler Berlin 


Sincerest happiness and blessing to our Fuehrer 


Starke Bay [the Secretary] 
South Australian General German Club Adelaide." 


On the occasion of Hitlers fiftieth birthday the Adelaide 
Truth reported: 


“The flying of a Nazi flag from the office of the German Consul 
last week, and an announcement that Adelaide Germans would 
assemble to honour Hitler's birthday, gave rise to a rumour that South 
Australia’s Deutschland or part of it, intended to gather and swear 
allegiance to Hitler. But the Secretary of the German Club told Truth 
that so far as political matters were concerned, most of his country- 
men in this State were ‘100 per cent Australian’ and would not think 
of swearing allegiance to Nazism. Many of them still took an interest 
in what was happening in Germany, but beyond that they were loyal 


citizens of the Commonwealth.” 


Beckmann was no exception to the prevailing situation of 
German Consuls improperly using the protected nature of their 
offices to conceal the transit of Nazi paperwork in and out of 
Australia. Intelligence was in no doubt that Beckmann toured 
South Australia, immediately before the War was declared, in order 


to retrieve incriminating correspondence: 


“On this occasion he probably visited all the political leaders and 
picked up any correspondence relating to the Party organisation, as 
the usual procedure of the AO when threatened with discovery was to 
get everything under Consular protection as quickly as possible.” 


Beckmann himself left Adelaide for Melbourne on the 21st of 
September 1939 (shortly after War was declared) to join the Kamo 
Maru for Japan. 





The Hitler Club 





Unemployed 


Between mid-1936 and the outbreak of War, Becker had, with 
the exception of the small amount of medical work in North 
Adelaide with Dr Joske, become virtually unemployed. But he had 
mouths to feed. He succeeded in picking up some additional work 
as a plasterer in the building trade, thanks to one local contractor, 
a Mr 5. A. Dallwitz of Angaston. This was work which he was able 
to resume, to some extent, after his release from internment. 

He also sought the assistance of many high-placed people 
(such as Hermann and Fritz Homburg) to make representations 
on his behalf to see if he could successfully petition the State 
Government for registration as a medical practitioner. Becker was 
also able to swallow his pride sufficiently to seek the help of his 
long-time foe Dr Asmis. 

But it was all to no avail. There was to be no watering down 
of the British hard-line on the matter. From early 1936 Whitehall 


had expressed the view: 


-that foreign medical practitioners, who apply for permission 
to stay in this country (i.e. England) for the purpose of medical study, 
are informed that permission for this purpose can only be granted to 
them on the clear understanding that, on completion of their studies, 
they will not be allowed to establish themselves in medical practice in 
the United Kingdom, but will be expected to leave the country.” 


Similar principles were expected to be applied in the 
Australian jurisdictions. 

The problem had by then become acute for the various 
Australian State Medical Boards ironically because of an influx of 
Jewish doctors fleeing persecution in Germany. If Becker were to 
have his way then the floodgates would really be opened. 

A flurry of correspondence followed, up to the outbreak of 
War, between several Chief Secretaries of the States. When War 
erupted, it is clear that some states, including South Australia, were 
contemplating a change to the law which would enable their local 
Medical Boards to refuse registration to German doctors unless 
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reciprocity applied (i.e. unless the same old obstacle that had 
barred Becker was expressly reaffirmed by law). 

In 1938 Beckmann, as Acting Consul, and in 1939 Dr Seger, 
as Consul, issued replies to State queries on the matter. However, 
they were not able to shed light on how the apparent impasse 
could be overcome. The German position had, if anything, hard- 
ened, because doctors in the Third Reich were required to be 
German nationals, a status from which the refugee Jews had been 
expressly excluded by German law. 


The Federal Council of the BMA also chimed in: 


“ In view of the adequate supply of medical practitioners who are 
graduates of British Universities, and having regard to the great 
increase in the number of students entering the faculty of Medicine in 
the Universities of Australia[we are]...of the opinion that it is unde- 
sirable to admit graduates of alien countries unless reciprocity of reg- 
istration exists with those countries.” 


The stalemate was to continue and Becker and the eighty or 
so German-Jewish doctors were left without further recourse, 


other than a political one. 
As one South Australian medical commentator, Dr Reece 
Jennings, has remarked in an unpublished thesis: 


“[Becker] had the misfortune to be born at the wrong time; for 
there is no doubt that he was a most competent and highly respected 
medical practitioner. It was his very success that agitated his BMA 
opponents against him. The medical practitioner who fired the bul- 
lets for the BMA did so not because of concern for practice standards, 
professional ethics and ‘the good of the public’, but because Becker 
represented a serious commercial threat... [I]t is clear that he had sig- 
nificant cooperation (?collusion) to help him throughout the Barossa 
even when war, the oblivion and humiliation of internment and the 
subsequent sensational proceedings prior to deportation did not 
lessen the regard his Tanunda supporters had for him.” 


In other words, it was the continued threat to his opponents 


posed by Becker's popularity and ability that was the real reason for 
his downfall and ultimate demise as a doctor. 
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All Quiet 


In March 1938 a spy in Tanunda was able to report to his 
Federal superiors that he was satisfied there was no branch of the 
Nazi Party left in the town and that none had existed there for some 
time. There was also a noticeable lack of propaganda material cir- 
culating in the district: gone from the pubs and business houses 
were the pamphlets and booklets. The screening of propaganda 
films had ceased altogether by December 1937. 

This position held right up to the War. 

With Becker's removal, Party activities in the State seemed to 
have shifted to Adelaide under Beckmann’s control. During this 
time the consolidation of Nazi influence in the German Club con- 
tinued. The emphasis lay on bringing into the Party’s fold those 
Germans who were not naturalised. In view of the level of resistance 
Becker received when trying to bring the German Clubs under the 
Nazi umbrella a few years earlier, this development was ironic. 

Henceforward, the Clubs activities were considered by 
Security to have fallen under the ultimate direction of the AO. The 
Intelligence Branch commented on their methods: 


. [a] personal approach is made to German nationals, and the 
desirability of their becoming connected with the Nazi organizations 
is argued with them. If the German approached replies that he is not 
interested in German politics, the suggestion is made that his loyalty 
as a German is likely to be questioned if he does not join, and it is 
hinted that it would be to his advantage to at least “look in at a meet- 
ing or two.” [his hint is generally taken, and no doubt further sug- 
gestions follow with a view to future attendances and a more direct 
Interest." 


Because overseas Nazi concerns were now completely under 
the control of the AO it was thought that the widest possible activ- 
ity in educating public thought on the German viewpoint and ide- 
ology was being carried out. But Intelligence warned that German 
propaganda was not subversive in the traditional sense of causing 
political unrest in the host country: 


161 





= The Hitler Club PENNE 


n l ; i 

It is a subtle propaganda having as its object ‘friendliness with 
Germany’, the appreciation of the German viewpoint and the justifi- 
cation of her demands for the return of former colonies.” 


It was made additionally subtle by the use of apparently 
benign cultural and social societies and organisations which were 
not overtly affiliated with the Party. 


War 


At 9.15 pm on Sunday the 3rd of September 1939 Mr R.G. 
Menzies, the Prime Minister, relayed to the Australian people the 


news that: 


* Great Britain has declared war upon [Germany] and that, as 
a result, Australia is also at war." 


He added for good measure: 


“There can be no doubt that where Great Britain stands there 
stand the people of the entire British world.” 


At 7.30 pm the following day, Police Inspector Sheridan rang 
the Tanunda Police Station. Mounted Constables White and 
Carter were instructed to arrest both Becker and Kurt Schubert. 
Sheridan was advised that Schubert had returned to Germany and 
was in Hamburg. 

Becker was arrested at home almost immediately. He had pre- 
pared himself for the worst and anticipated precisely what was to 
come. He had already packed his suitcase and sat in the lounge 
room of Julius Street awaiting the police. When Constable White 
arrived to carry out his duty the police officer broke down and 
started to cry, declaring to everyone present that what he was about 
to do was the worst and hardest thing that he had ever done. 

On Tuesday the 5th of September a meal was supplied to the 
‘alien prisoner’ at a cost of 1/6d. Unknown to the authorities, 
Becker was not actually housed in the police cells overnight. He 
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was too well-liked and respected by his custodians — to them he 
was considered a gentleman. 

At midday the prisoner was handed to the charge of Provost 
Sergeant-Major Harris who issued an official receipt for the body 
to the police. 

The anguish of Dr Becker’s internment had begun. At the 
time, who could foretell that it would last for seven years? 
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Satellites 


Friend: One who has the same enemies you have. 


Abraham Lincoln 


The round up of internees now proceeded apace. The 
Adelaide News gave a low-key report on the 5th of September: 


“Visiting homes in suburban and country areas last night and 


this morning police and military authorities arrested a number of 
aliens who will be interned... 


Most of the arrests were made in the evening and in all instances 
the police worked in conjunction with the military authorities... 

Certain of those arrested are married to women of British 
nationality. For the peace of mind of these women the military 
authorities announced that it was to be hoped that any British per- 
sons interned would be given the same treatment as those arrested in 
South Australia.” 


Not all those who were to be interned were garnered as quick- 
ly as Dr Becker. 

The Military and State Police were acting in concerted 
response to the recommendations of the Federal Security Service. 
This Service was soon to be headed by one Brigadier William 
Ballantyne Simpson, the man who was to play Inspector Lestrade 
to Becker’s Moriarty. 

Becker and the Nazi Party’s members and their contacts had 
been under close, continuous scrutiny for a long time. The surveil- 
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lance had extended to both city and country areas and was not 
merely confined to German nationals; naturalised Australians of 
German descent and second and third generation Australians of 
German descent were also being closely watched. A total of 1,115 
bodies, including German nationals and some Australian-born 
men of German descent from all around Australia, were interned. 

For the public record, what follows is a resume of some of the 
leading identities that were interned. 


Hermann Homburg 


Hermann Homburg was interned on the 25th of November 
1940 but strenuous representations on his behalf from powerful 
political, legal and social friends, as well as civic leaders and asso- 
ciates, ensured that he was released in December. He was then per- 
mitted to live under house detention in Ballarat for about eighteen 
months during which he retired from Parliament for good. 

By the time of his internment he had, on three occasions, been 
the Attorney-General of his State. He had been a Member of 
Parliament for approximately 34 years. 

His internment was effected even though Security had posses- 
sion of a letter from November 1938, written by the secretary to 
the German Consul in South Australia Paul Beckmann, to Dr 
Asmis, which said among other things: 


"...Hermann Homburg maintains [a group which] works for 
the preservation of its old German culture, but does not support the 
work of the local Reich Germans and especially that of the [Nazi 
Party], but fights it underhand, where it can, even if openly it tries to 


hide the fact." 


Homburg was finally allowed to return to his own Dulwich 
home in Adelaide in December 1942: he was subject to various 


restrictions on his movements and associations, which were finally 


lifted only in September 1944. 
When Homburg gave evidence on behalf of Heinrich 
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Krawinkel (his son-in-law) before the Advisory Committee, he 
said that he did not know that Dr Becker was a Nazi other than 
from what he had seen in the newspapers. 

In turn, it was clear that Becker did not like Homburg, by the 
time he came to be interrogated in 1944. Although he credited 
Homburg and Dr Basedow (another Member of Parliament) with 
good advice about where to set up his intended medical practice, 
he had discovered in 1937 that Homburg had not passed on some 
advice (whose content remains completely unknown) to Becker 
which had been imparted three years earlier by Sir Henry Newland 
— a leading medical practitioner in the State and a significant 
power behind the Medical Board. Becker confronted Homburg 
about this failure: the latter commented that he did not think “it 
worth passing on”. 


Heinrich Krawinkel 


Homburg’s son-in-law fared much worse. Heinrich Krawinkel 
was born in Hamburg on the 27th of October 1891.He came to 
Australia in 1912 and eventually asked for the hand in marriage of 
Rita, the eldest child of Hermann Homburg. Homburg insisted, as 
a condition of giving his consent, that Krawinkel not only devote 
his energies entirely to his business interests in South Australia but 
that he should also apply for naturalisation. Krawinkel accepted 
these terms and he was naturalised in 1921. 

For a while his business flourished. One badge of his success 
at the time was that he was appointed German Consul in South 
Australia from 1928 until 1930. The shadowy hand of Homburg 
no doubt played a role, he being the Attorney-General at that 
time. But then the Depression hit and his business (that of an 
importing agent) succumbed. He and his brothers had a variety of 
agencies for sewing machines, drapery, etc. which they sold en 
masse to their future employer on the very condition that they were 
to remain employed. 


For a while Krawinkel fell on hard times. Yet he gradually 
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revived his fortunes, though not nearly to their former extent. 
instead of being the spirited entrepreneur his straitened circum- 
stances meant that he was condemned to the lowlier status of 4 
salaried employee, as an assistant manager of Burns Philp & Co 
Ltd, a major shipping agency with interstate branches, including 
Sydney, where his younger, unmarried brother Karl was taken on 
in the merchandise department. 

Krawinkel was always keen to impress others and improve 
himself. He obviously had a powerful father-in-law to please. 
Many saw Krawinkel as the man who fired the bullets made by 
Homburg. 

The Homburg and Krawinkel families lived cloyingly cheek 
by jowl, in immediately adjacent homes in Victoria Avenue in 
Dulwich, an affluent eastern suburb of Adelaide. They virtually 
lived in each others’ pockets and this fact was later used against 
them by Security. 

Krawinkel first came under adverse notice of Federal Security 
when it was reported in Die Bruecke in February 1935 that he had 
recently made a speech in the German Club in Adelaide: 


" [he] gave interesting explanations about the inimical and unde- 
pendable reports which have appeared for years in most Australian 
newspapers. [He] expressed his regret that the Australian press had 
not, up to the present, understood how to report political events in 
the Germany of today in an impartial manner-without prejudice." 


As part of the case brought against Krawinkel a Statutory 
Declaration was tendered from a woman who stayed at the 
Dundrennan Guest House at Glenelg. That was in January 1938. 
Staying there also were the Homburg and Krawinkel families. The 
families would sit together at a long table and converse in German 
even though at breakfast Homburg would speak to other guests, 
when he was alone, in English. Homburg and Krawinkel in partic- 
ular seemed to carry on most conversations in German and 
Homburg would, every day, take his granddaughter out on to a 


balcony to give her German lessons (which the girl was supposed 
to have told other guests she hated). 
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The witness also told how she heard that same girl ask her 


mother 


“if there was a war who would [her uncle] fight for? Mrs 
Krawinkel said,”Sssshh Marie, we do not talk about it’. 

Mrs Krawinkel and Miss Marsi Homburg, who are sisters, asked 
of mv husband in my presence what the general public thought of the 
Germans (it appeared that they desired to know the feeling of the 


» 
British towards the German people). 


Finally, she observed that when Homburg came to the table 
after everyone else was seated, his own children and the grandchil- 


dren would rise until he was seated. 


Mr Ubiquity 


Krawinkel seemed to be ubiquitous. He was a member of the 
German Club, the Constitutional Club, the Commonwealth 
Club, the Royal Geographical Society, the Rotary Club, the Rose 
Park Mens Club, the Philatelists' Society, the Rose Park Branch of 
the Liberal and Country League [the political party of the then 
State Government] and the Klemzig Cemetery Trust. 

He had numerous connections in high places. To vouch for his 
standing in the community, he was able to mention the names of 
such luminaries as the Premier Mr Playford, the Auditor-General 
Mr Wainwright, Senator McLachlan, University of Adelaide 
Professor Kerr Grant and an ex-Lord Mayor of Adelaide Sir 
Lavington Bonython. 

He was unafraid to proclaim his good fortune. In one letter of 
February 1939 written to his brother Karl he said: 


“My private personal connections in A [delaide] are the most 
favourable possible...I am often invited by the Governor and I mix in 
all social circles in A[delaide] from the Pgemier and University 
Professors to the medical men, and of m Bank managers and 
merchants...the events of about 10 years ago have done me no harm 
socially, and in business circles my relations to all clients are just as 


friendly as ever." 
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Krawinkel was first interned in May 1940, but successfully 
appealed to the Advisory Committee and was conditionally 
released in August of that year. 


In July of that year Hermann Homburg had written to the 
Minister for the Army: 


“It is 9 weeks since K. was taken. His place of detention 
[Keswick Army Barracks] is a shed. No yard room, no windows, no 
sunlight, no opportunity for recreative exercises. 

His detention is therefore more like imprisonment than intern- 
ment. If it were not for the kindness of his guards, life there would be 
unbearable...K. has never been guilty of anything to bring him into 
disrepute. He is not “subversive or dangerous’. 

K. has spent most of his life here and is a South Australian 
through and through. His removal from a circle of family and friends, 
compulsion to live under the conditions I have sought to describe, has 
taken years off his life." 


A short time later, when no reply came, Homburg wrote with 
great feeling: 


“I pledge my word...and back it up with my lifes standing and 
20 years of public service in this State, 7 of which were as Attorney- 
General... 

Because of our name, we have to bear a lot of odium and mis- 
representation. We do not complain. But we do not deserve the 
reproach of internment with its far- reaching consequences. To say 


this thing has hit us all hard is putting it mildly.” 


Rita, Krawinkel’s wife, wrote along similar lines. 
Some of the conditions of release to which he was eventually 
subjected were Draconian in their breadth. He was not to: 


“,..directly or indirectly undertake any business or employment 
which brings [him] into contact with interstate or overseas shipping 
or with commercial activities beyond the Commonwealth: 

...leave or attempt to leave the State; 

...communicate, either orally or in writing, with any person or 


body having, to [his] knowledge, belief or information, any anti- 
British sympathies;" 
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and he was required to: 


“report to the nearest Police Station once per week as to [his] 
then whereabouts and the nature of [his] then employment; 

...obtain a bond for £500 with one surety for the due perform- 
ance of the...conditions.” 


Hermann Homburg agreed to act as his guarantor. 


Krawinkel was subsequently arrested and reinterned in 
October 1941: he appealed for a second time, unsuccessfully, and 
was finally released under restrictions on his liberty in December 
1944. 

Krawinkel’s brother Karl had come to Australia in 1924. He 
remained a German national and was a member of the Nazi Party, 
having joined it in October 1936; he also was interned, at which 
time he was living alone in Sydney. 


The Case 


The case brought against Krawinkel revolved around several 
points. The first and most obvious was that he had significant deal- 
ings with a known Nazi, Dr Becker himself. These came about 
largely in two settings — when Becker was attempting to infiltrate 
the German Club, and later during the 1936 State Centenary cel- 
ebrations to which Krawinkel was such a conspicuous contributor. 

But another black mark came from the fact that, in 1937, 
Ritas mother Emma and her sister Marsi had ventured to 
Germany. They had both gone to England for the coronation of 
King George VI. From there they went to Germany and were feted 
in Stuttgart, the Reichs city for overseas Germans. They had 
returned to Adelaide full of praise for the New Germany. 

In Die Bruecke it was enthusiastically reported, upon their 
return in November: 
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“In Berlin, Stuttgart, yes, everywhere in Germany, their recep- 
tion had been very friendly. In Germany, in contrast to other coun- 
tries where they had travelled, they had seen no beggars and no unem. 
ployed in the cities, but order everywhere, and a great confidence in 
the Fuehrer. 

Frau [sic] Homburg described their impressions and specially 
laid stress on the entire absence of prejudice or antipathy against for- 
eigners in Germany-every German seriously tries to learn something 
about the life and pursuits of other nations." 


Back in the Fatherland, on the 5th of August 1937, th. 
Stuttgart National Socialist Courier had quoted Marsi Homburg 
as wanting to see the Fuehrer and, when she was asked how 


Australians viewed Hitler, she had replied: 


"Things have greatly improved recently. The sensible people, 
especially those who have known Germany before are full of admira- 
tion and respect for the Fuehrer and what he has done. My father, for 
example, was a minister before the war, and then had to resign. Now 
he is in the Upper House where he is always working for folk-German 
interests. Already a change of feeling towards Germany is beginning 
to show. Of course there will always be some unreasonable people 


» 
everywhere. 


Nor did Krawinkels entertaining Count Felix von Luckner 
(who is discussed in more detail later) in 1938 help his cause. 

And he incurred the caustic wrath of Dr Seger, the Consul in 
Adelaide, when Krawinkel had acted as the cicerone for Richard 
Tauber the renowned Austrian operatic tenor, when he visited 
Adelaide and Tanunda in September 1938. 

The driver who took Herr Tauber there that day gave evidence 
(by Statutory Declaration) that a luncheon had been prepared and 
among those present were Krawinkel, Fritz Homburg and Marsi 


Homburg: 


“I was introduced to Mrs Krawinkel and her two daughters and 
during conversation the question of speaking in German was men- 
tioned. One of the Miss Krawinkels told us that at her home, her 
father would not answer unless they spoke in German.” 


But on that occasion, Krawinkel’s fawning conduct towards 
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his famous guest w 
that he should h 
restraint, especi 


rated by the 


as too much even for the Consul, who thought 
ave been expected to show somewhat more 
ally given that Krawinkel had been recently deco- 
German Foreign Institute. 


The real reason for the archness of Dr Segers observation 
becomes obvious when one is reminded that Tauber (born Ernst 


Seiffert in 1892 in Linz) was half-Jewish. 


Relations with Becker 


Krawinkel had been incautious enough to remark in a letter of 


the 26th of November 1935: 


“As I have always spoken in favour of Dr Becker and the Party, I 
am marked as a ‘Hitlerite in disguise’ and my efforts after unity [in 


the German Club] have so far failed.” 


In his first appeal hearing, Krawinkel explained that these 
words were intended to mean that Becker and the Party were a pos- 
itive influence because they brought law and order into the Club. 

On the hearing of his second appeal in Melbourne, in late 
October 1941, he was questioned in some detail about his knowl- 
edge of Becker's political affiliations. 

Krawinkel recalled Becker first visiting him in 1926 when he 
was still the Consul. He got to know Becker well because he con- 
sulted Krawinkel when he had a lot of trouble — presumably with 
his Medical Board matters. 

He was asked when it was that he first learned that Becker was 
a Nazi. Krawinkel replied that it was sometime in 1934 and, given 
that Becker had been in the country since 1927, it had taken near- 
ly seven years to learn of his Nazi Party position. But this answer 


seemed to contradict what Krawinkel had said at the hearing of his 
first appeal: 


1 always heard of Becker’s views from when he came to this 
State in 1926, he told me himself; I happened to be the Consul when 


Decker arrived in Australia, I knew he was a supporter of Nazism.” 
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When he was asked further how one was to reconcile the two 
apparently divergent positions, Krawinkel replied: 


"Well when Hitler assumed power in 1933 the question of 
National Socialism became really known everywhere. Prior to that 
date there was a party of national socialists in Germany but I think 
when they went to the elections in the years from 1920 to 1930 they 
first had six members, and at the next election it went up to 20, then 
to 40 and then to 50, and probably Dr Becker was an adherent of that 
particular party... 

Whoever was an adherent of that party in Germany up to when 
Hitler assumed control, nobody would take much notice of it...it 
only became prominent when Becker figured in the different Court 
cases he had.” 


In respect of his dealings with Becker, during the struggle 
between the Nazi Party and the German Club in 1934, Krawinkel 
was quoted back to himself regarding what he saw to be a “com- 
mon policy”, and was asked to explain the meaning of that phrase. 


He replied: 


“The common policy was to] have all persons of German blood 
or allegiance who liked to join the Club to come together and meet 
without any dissension, remembering all the time that the ...Club 
was a non-political Club.” 


Another point covered in the appeal was that his prolific cor- 
respondence covered the field, from Dr Asmis to Die Bruecke to 
Germany itself. He just could not keep his own counsel. 

There was also the problem perceived by Security that 
Krawinkel had been seen to be active in attempting to get the 
ELSA and VELKA synods of the Lutheran Church to merge. A 
united Lutheran Church was thought by the authorities to be a fer- 
vent Nazi wish. The major obstacle for this criticism was that 
Krawinkel was himself a staunch Roman Catholic. 

But in early 1938 Krawinkel had written to Germany: 


“Ever since I made Australia my second home, on account of the 
unfortunate result of the World War, I have always been at pains to 
uphold and foster Deutschtum in South Australia.” 
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At the end of the day no proof was ever adduced of 
Krawinkel’s membership of the Party; but he was indiscreet and 
self-aggrandising in his dealings with others whose connections 
with it were more assured. 

One internee (a known Party member) who was interviewed 
said that he did not think that Krawinkel was a Nazi but he was 
committed to Germanism: 


“and anything else that would make him a bit more illustrious.” 


Correspondence 


His correspondence revealed a man who, while basically 
decent and well-meaning, was excessively fond of the sound of his 
Own voice. 

He continued to smart over his earlier business failures and 
was constantly seeking to ingratiate himself with Dr Asmis and 
officials in Germany, in the hope of being reinstated as the Consul 
in Adelaide. 

By a letter of the 21st of February 1935 (at the height of Dr 
Becker's conflict with the German Club) Krawinkel wrote to a 
German official and bemoaned the lamentable state of the rela- 
tionship between Becker and Dr Asmis. 

However, he wanted to make it clear that he was fully support- 
ive of Dr Becker solution to have the German Reich appoint a 
Consul in and for South Australia. Never one to miss a chance for 


self-promotion, the opportunistic Krawinkel went on to say: 


I believe that at present Rear-Admiral Menche in Hamburg is 
the overseas representative of the [Nazi Party] and that Dr Becker's 
request will therefore first be placed before this gentleman. Herr 
Menche was in Australia about seven years ago; at least I remember 
having as my guest at Dulwich an energetic gentleman of that name. 
May I now ask you to be kind enough to say a few words in my 
favour to Herr Menche...there should be a resident Consul in 
Adelaide, and it would be a great pleasure to me to be able to take up 
again this honourable position, which I occupied five years ago. I 
hope you will not object to my troubling you with such personal 
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matters, I just have a feeling that thanks to your excellent connec- 
. 39) 
tions, you probably know Herr Menche too. 


It should be noted that his father-in-law was not averse to 
advancing his own name on Krawinkel’s behalf. In one letter to Dr 


Asmis, Hermann Homburg wrote: 


"Mr Krawinkel was Consul here for several years until the 
depression drove him under as it did so many of our prominent estab- 


lishments.” 


Properly, there was no mention of the family relationship. 


The Koeln 


Krawinkel had also been responsible, along with his uncle by 
marriage Robert Homburg, for staging lavish dinner dances for the 
officers and cadets of the visiting German war cruiser Koeln. These 
were given on successive evenings of Friday and Saturday the 24th 
and 25th of March 1933 at, respectively, the Palais Royal in the 
City and the St Vincent Hotel, Glenelg. 

While the visit was ostensibly for goodwill the Security 
authorities had watched it with great interest because of its possi- 
ble Nazi propaganda value. Of course, that interest grew into con- 
cern when the warship Karlsruhe paid a similar visit in the 
Centenary Year of 1936 and its complement was also feted, cour- 
tesy of Messrs Homburg and Krawinkel. 

German Admiral Erich Raeder, who would later be sentenced to 


imprisonment at Nuremberg for war crimes, was quoted as saying: 


“The overseas voyages of German warships are specially suited to 
bring before the eyes of foreign nations and our fellow-countrymen 
who live abroad a true picture of National Socialist Germany. They 
make a bridge between the Homeland and Germanism overseas, and 
strengthen the overseas Germans in their often difficult but impor- 
tant task for German ways. In fulfillment of this beautiful and noble 
task the German navy works in close cooperation with the German 
Foreign Institute which has also as its task the cultivation of racial and 
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cultural ties with Germanism abroad.” 


This made anxious reading for Australian Security. In relation 


to the 1936 visit it commented: 


"It] was another great occasion for what the Nazis liked to call 
‘the German colony’ in the Australian capitals. Much entertainment 
took place on board the cruiser. The ship’s company were feted 
ashore, and mementoes of the visit of the [ship] are found in most 
German homes which have been searched in South Australia. The 
officers visited Immanuel College, where some of the students were 
greatly impressed by the representatives of the New Germany. Anyone 
concerned in arranging a programme of entertainment for such visits 
of war ships comes under strong suspicion, as the Nazi party organi- 
sation kept careful control of the whole time-table.” 


The Club 


Krawinkel had naively allowed the German Club in Adelaide 
to be used for various celebrations at which the Hitler salute was 
given, Sieg Heiss and Heil Hitlers proclaimed and the Horst Wessel 
Lied (the Nazi Party anthem) sung with gusto (though, so too, was 
the British national anthem). 

Two such events were those to commemorate the life of the 
late President Paul von Hindenburg (1934) and to celebrate the 
Liberation of the Saar Land (1935) from France, following a 
plebiscite on that very question which had been required by the 
Treaty of Versailles, 1919. 

And on the 17th of March 1938 at the Hotel Rundle in the 
City street of that name, Krawinkel attended a gathering of twen- 
ty-one people to celebrate the march of the German forces into 
Austria under the Anschluss: 


“During the evening German dishes were served, all conversa- 
tions and speeches were made in German and even the songs. After 
every song and speech all present stood to attention and hailed Hitler 
and gave the Nazi salute. It is said that the party was very jubilant 
before the evening ended.” 
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On the 20th of April 1939, over 150 people gathered at the 
German Club to celebrate the 50th birthday of Adolf Hitler. 

The (then) acting Consul Paul Beckmann gave an address to 
the group in which he talked of the loyalty and affection for the 
Fuehrer of the German people everywhere and those people knew 
that he had had to take severe steps in building up the Reich; they 
knew also that everything he did was for the good of the country 
and themselves. 

Occasions such as these received maximum publicity in Die 


Bruecke. 


A Silly Incident 


It seemed to be one of Krawinkel’s abiding defects that he 
could not say No to people. He was just too obliging. As a result, 
one of the silliest incidents in which he was allegedly involved came 
about when he was first conditionally released from internment. 

It was revealed that in the Christmas to New Year holiday peri- 
od of 1940-41 he went sailing with some persons, including sever- 
al of German descent, aboard a yacht named the Seevogel. 

The craft’s voyage around the waters of the South Australian 
gulfs and coast excited comment and suspicion, not only because 
of the German extraction of some of the crew but also because the 
coast and certain installations on it (e.g. lighthouses, wharves and 
jetties) were apparently being examined a little too closely. 

A Statutory Declaration had been prepared by a witness testi- 
fying to Krawinkel's presence. However, it took his lawyer, Mr 
Martin Kriewaldt, personally to set the record straight when he 
told the Advisory Committee hearing that he himself had been on 
board the vessel but Krawinkel never was: counsel had suddenly 
turned witness. 


The Minister's counsel accepted that evidence, prompting the 
Chairman to comment: 


"Speaking for myself...this does not dispose one to pay very 
much regard to these statutory declarations." 
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to which Kriewaldt rejoined: 


“This is a very clear indication that, unless one knows of the sub- 
ject matter of the declarations, one is in great difficulty of rebutting 
them. This particular one happens to be within my own personal 
knowledge but other declarations may not be.” 


Six months later Krawinkel was seen by another prying 


informer, who no doubt was an expert in disguises: 


“...in the City...wearing black hair, black moustache and dark- 
rimmed glasses. Last time I saw him previously he had his natural fair 
hair, was clean shaven and had rimless glasses. Knowing the gentle- 
man (?) as well as I do I should say that the new coiffure indicates 
some sinister motive.” 


Finally, Krawinkel’s personal papers revealed an unhelpful cor- 
respondence with one Pastor Grollmus, who resided in the origi- 
nal Klemzig in Germany, during the time leading up to the War. 

In one letter the Pastor had written: 


"... the policy of Versailles was the greatest stupidity and also the 
greatest injustice, towards a people so great and vital as the Germans. 
England, who has shown herself so often in great world politics as 
gifted and far-seeing, cannot from her island bring any understanding 
to the situation of our German, penned in and living in such close 
proximity with many neighbours. That is the tragedy. She knows 
nothing either of the many centuries of dark history between our 
German people and the so differently natured Slav peoples here in the 
east and south-east...We are historically the leading power on the 
mainland of Europe, that is simply our destiny. There can be no peace 


until this mission is fulfilled.” 


Krawinkel replied: 


“The general public has for about 15 months been hostile to 
everything that comes from Germany... could write much about the 
Australian press. But I think it is wise not to put such thoughts on 
paper. Bismarck’s words “Thoughts are tax free’ are still true today.” 


Looking at his work from 1936 to 1939 for the Centenary 
Committee and its successor body, the South Australian German 
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Historical Society, it was easy for an Advisory Committee to have 
a picture painted for it of a man who was an enthusiastic worker 
for the promotion of the interests of the Third Reich. However in 
his favour, even as War broke out, Krawinkel was still resisting 
overtures from Dr Seger to make the Society a member of Dr 
Asmiss Bund. 


The Plaque 


In August 1937 Krawinkel was the recipient of a Silver Plaque 
(adorned with a cameo of a bust of Hitler) from the German 
Foreign Institute in Stuttgart in recognition of his services to 
Deutschtum through his work with the Society. He was also the 
recipient of a Diploma which had to be returned to Germany for 
correction of an error. The Christian name Hermann had been 
inserted instead: a Freudian slip? 

Unfortunately for Krawinkel, recipients of Gold Plaques on 
the same occasion included well known Nazis such as Dr 
Goebbels, Admiral Raeder and Gauleiter Bohle. 

This was the reason Rita remarked of her husband’s intern- 


ment that: 


“,..the silly little silver medal had something to do with it.” 


In his May 1944 interrogation, Becker displayed characteris- 
tic bravado and laid claim to being the man whom Krawinkel 


should thank for having that honour bestowed on him. With 
friends like that... 


Naiveté 


However, Krawinkel's political naiveté was on full public dis- 
play when, in the latter half of the Centenary Year of 1936, he 
thought it would be a good idea to see if the Fuehrer himself would 
be happy to send a telegram. This was to mark the occasion of the 
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opening of the Klemzig Cemetery Memorial to the first German 
settlers in the State. On the face of it, this seemed to be an innocu- 
ous enough suggestion, 

The ceremony was to be held on the 29th of August 1936. 
The Governor of South Australia, Sir Winston Dugan, was to be 
present to represent the Government of the State and to unveil the 
commemoration plaque. 

Rear-Admiral Menche had obviously had a hectic time in 
finding out precisely what protocols were to play their part in this 
setting, especially not forgetting the unmistakable interest that 
would be taken in the matter by both the British and Federal 
Governments. A suggestion had already come from Dr Asmis that 
an address should come from the German Foreign Minister as well 
as a flag, complete with swastika, of a size required by the South 
Australian Government. 


But: 


‘The question now arises whether Mr Krawinkel’s suggestion 
should be carried out, to send... a telegram from the Fuehrer to the 
Governor of South Australia...Such a telegram would undoubtedly at 
present acquire decided political significance. Furthermore, such a 
telegram would only be in place if the head of the British State also 
takes notice of this celebration at Klemzig. As this is scarcely to be 
expected, I have...withdrawn the application which I had originally 
made for a telegram from the Fuehrer to be provided on this occasion. 
I have been principally actuated in this by considerations of a foreign 
political nature. Such a particular interest on the part of the German 
Government in the Centenary Celebrations of South Australia could 
be interpreted unfavourably, on account of the large German popula- 
tion there, and might only be harmful to our work for Germanism in 
South Australia.” 


Krawinkel was never again appointed Consul and this episode 
probably put an end to any realistic aspirations in that regard. In 
April 1939 he was offered a consolation prize as representative of 
the Leipzig Trade Fair Bureau in South Australia; he knew it was 
an inferior offer. Whilst Krawinkel was happy in principle to 
accept, he declined the offer as difficulties would be likely to arise 
with his manager at work, who had volunteered the view that 


(fif 








Ihe Hitler Club —— ————— — À——— 





Krawinkels work for the South Australian. German Historical 


Society was doing him more harm than good. 
When Krawinkel replied to this assertion that: 


“I was actually only working in the interests of Australia, 
England and Germany, and that I represented German- Australians 
(British citizens), he [the manager] declared that basically the 
German-Australians and the Germans were much the same...you can 
easily imagine what a very prejudiced and mistrustful person thinks 
in the present political circumstances, saturated as they are with such 


horrible propaganda." 


The final restrictions on Krawinkel were lifted in February 
1945 but not before Security had attempted to chase down the 
library of the South Australian-German Historical Society. 
Krawinkel had assured the authorities that its holdings amounted 
to no more than fifty books which had been supplied by the AO 
in Berlin. To Security, this library: 


“Had been established beyond all doubt... [as representing] 
another centre for the distribution of subtle Nazi propaganda." 


But even so, Security was still suspicious and was not satisfied 
that all the Society’s literature had been disgorged to them: 


"...the Krawinkels, Homburgs and other persons interviewed 
have put their heads together to furnish this Security Service with vol- 
umes alleged to have belonged to this Library." 


In other words, these people were still hiding something. 


Fritz Homburg 


It seems that every country town or rural district in Australia 
has one. They are often professional or semi-professional men who 
have a finger in most local pies. More often than not, nothing hap- 
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pens or gets done without their approval or say-so. They are the 
uncrowned kings of rural life and, whether they are liked person- 
ally or not, they are the engine room of small town life. 

Fritz Homburg was the undisputed monarch of Tanunda and 
a wealthy man who had assiduously built up his many business 
concerns. According to one informer who wrote to the Security 
Service in early 1942: 


"[He is] the most influential man in the district. I have known 
him well for many years, and have never heard him say, or known him 
to do anything disloyal or subversive although I have heard a number 
of rumours. 

On three occasions I have discreetly followed up accusations 
made against him, and in one case found the complaint to be actuat- 
ed by personal bias, in another the trouble was dissatisfaction regard- 
ing a business transaction, while in the third the remarks attributed to 
him were quite harmless in themselves, but distorted by repetition." 


Fritz was the half-brother of Hermann; he was born at 
Dulwich, the suburb of Adelaide, on the 3rd of September 1887. 
He was a Real Estate Agent and Auctioneer and was married with 
three children. 

For nearly twenty years he was the Chairman of the Tanunda 
District Council and he and his wife Viola played the role of First 
Family to perfection. 

Fritz was 182cm (or 61^) tall, of strong build with grey thin- 
ning hair, blue eyes and a florid complexion. He had the mien of 
a boxer and was every inch the impressive conductor. 

Fritz had first come to the attention of the Security authorities 
as early as 1916, during the previous War, when it was noted that: 


"There have been some disquieting rumours in circulation in 
reference to [Fritz], but it is not an easy matter to obtain anything of 
direct nature regarding his disloyalty, but he has gone as far as to say 
to me [a police constable] in the presence of [another] that it is very 
unfair the way the Military have of interning a man without giving 
him a trial.” 


And in that same year he was reported to the Military author- 
ities for the following conversation: 
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Fritz: Are any of your boys going to enlist? 
Interlocutor: The whole lot if they want to. 
Fritz: Don't be silly this war will soon be over!" 


In February 1918 the Officer in Charge of the Tanunda Police 
Station had been asked by Fritz if the Tanunda Club Hall could be 
used by the Choral Society and Tanunda Band for a fund-raising 
concert. But this officer had a long memory. While admitting that 
the Band had certainly assisted on previous occasions to give con- 
certs for patriotic purposes, he recalled that: 


“When requested to play at the return home of 3 Soldiers who 
are of British descent they one [sic] each occasion refused, once the 
excuse was that they had just returned from a trip and their mouths 
were sore with playing and the other time that there was not a suffi- 
cient number in the town to play, though there were only 4 of the 
players away, but when a Soldier with a German name returned they 
played him from one end of the town to the other. Mr. Homburg, the 
person making this application, is the Conductor of the Choral 
Society & is also one of the leading members of the Band.” 


In March 1933, when the German cruiser Koeln paid its visit to 
Port Adelaide, the officers and crew were feted at Tanunda for a day. 
In Die Bruecke a wry look was taken at the occasion and Fritz was 
described as ‘Fat Fritz — Tanunta-tas Head Matador’. The allusion 
was to Fritzs leadership of the Tanunda Liedertafel, the fifty-two 
man choir devoted to the singing of German folk songs (volkslieder). 

In one of his 1938 letters to Dr Asmis, Paul Beckmann had 
said of Fritz, much as he said of Hermann: 


“He rejects any connection with the Third Reich and everything 
connected with National Socialism.” 


Yet a Tanunda informer regarded Hermann, Fritz and 
Krawinkel: 


vas the leaders of that section of people who have propagated 
German sentiments in the German districts of South Australia and in 
Adelaide and suburbs...My idea about them is that they are most 
insincere. I think they were too cautious and shrewd to join the Nazi 
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Party openly, although I feel sure they were...in sympathy with that 
Party. Their work was behind the scenes... and | am convinced that 
they have strong influences in Germany.” 


The Case 


Fritz was interned in October 1940 but was released uncondi- 
tionally on the recommendation of the Advisory Committee on 
the 8th of November 1940, after spending a little over a week in 
the Keswick Army Barracks compound. 

Fortunately for Fritz, Security did not seek to place major 
reliance on the testimony of their paid informer, A4. His extensive 
Statutory Declaration seeking to incriminate Fritz and others was 
too late in coming. Offe had deposed that Fritz was the leader of 
the Tanunda Liedertafel and that body was an entirely German one 
in which everything possible was done to foster the German spirit. 

One of the principal grounds for seeking to keep Fritz locked 
up was the nature of his relationship with Krawinkel. His dossier 
even had the newspaper reports, especially those of Die Bruecke, 
regarding formal events during the Centenary Year and in particu- 
lar the occasion celebrating the centenary of the foundation of 
Hahndorf. On such occasions Fritz proudly conducted the 
Tanunda Liedertafel and celebrated soloists. 

At the Hahndorf celebrations in November 1936, which were 
blessed with the Vice-Regal presence once again, Security must 
have looked on askance at the reading by Krawinkel, at the Premier 
of the States request, of a telegram which had been dispatched by 
the Foreign Minister of the German Reich: 


“To His Excellency, the Premier of South Australia the Hon. 
Richard Layton Butler: 

Your Excellency! 

The Government of the German Reich has followed with inter- 
est the development of the State of South Australia to its present pros- 
perity, and has seen with satisfaction that the German immigrants have 
had a considerable share in this development. The Reich’s Government 
greets the restoration of some of the old German township names, on 
the occasion of the Jubilee of the State of South Australia as a sign that 
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the services of the German element in the population for the well- 
being of the State are again finding public recognition. 

In the name of the German Reich’s Government I have the hon- 
our of expressing to Your Excellency the most sincere congratulations 
on the centenary of the State of South Australia and may | express the 
hope that also in the future the most friendly relations may always 


continue between the German Reich and this part of the Australian 


Commonwealth, with which it feels itself especially connected 


through its numerous population of German race. 
With the expression of great respect 
Your Excellency's very obedient 
Freiherr von Neurath." 


(Incidentally, it was noteworthy that, for the first time during 


the Centenary Year celebrations of any note, Dr Becker was not 
present at Hahndorf. That was not surprising when one considers 
the timing, on his version, of his dismissal from Party office.) 
Among other grounds for seeking Fritzs ongoing internment, 
counsel for the Minister alleged that he was one of several petition- 
ers to the Government in May 1937 who were seeking to persuade 
the State Government to allow Becker to obtain his registration to 
practise medicine. Fritz was seen as a great champion of Becker. 
His own evidence on this matter, though repetitive, was cir- 


cumspect: 


“I know the people who came from Germany in the latter years 
were members of the Nazi party which was started in Tanunda. I 
think Dr Becker was the leader of that, I think that from things I have 
heard. I knew Dr Becker quite well. I visited at his home, and he vis- 
ited at my home. I never discussed with him Nazi principles. It was 
never mentioned either by him to me or by me to him. I knew him 
all che time he was at Tanunda. I saw him every day when he came 
for his paper at the shop alongside of mine. I visited his place on an 
average about once a month for a term, and he visited my place about 
the same. But never on any occasion were Nazi principles discussed. 
I have never heard Nazi principles discussed at Tanunda.” 


and later: 


“Dr Becker has never made any disloyal statement to me. I was 
very friendly with him... I was active in attempting to get him regis- 
tered as a doctor here... Dr Becker practised ...for 7 or 8 years...He 
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was then prosecuted for holding out as a medical practitioner with- 
out being registered. I was Chairman of the Council at the time, and 
a number of people from Tanunda, Nuriootpa, Freeling, Mt. Pleasant 
and Springton asked me if something could not be done to get Dr 
Becker his registration. I was asked to get a petition up. I said that I 
would not agree to a petition until I had given the matter further 
consideration...” 


After Fritz discussed the issues with the Chief Secretary and 
the Attorney- General: 


^... they told me they thought it was a just case, and they would 
do everything they could to get Dr Becker his registration. Later the 
Premier took it up and he told me he felt quite confident that the 
[Medical] Board would grant Dr Becker his registration.” 


It was clear that one Mr A. S. Blackburn VC, an Adelaide 
lawyer before the War and an Army Captain during it, had been 
acting for Becker during this protracted and ultimately fruitless 
exercise. 

Becker's own version in respect of Fritz came out in his inter- 
rogation on the 12th of May 1944: 


- I would say Fritz Homburg is 100% more loyal to Germany 
than to this country. I heard that he had been interned. I do not 
know why he was interned...I would not be at all surprised if [anoth- 
er internee], like a lot of others is slinging mud at me to save his own 
skin, and I believe Homburg would do things like that, too. A lot of 
people in Tanunda have told me about other people who are using 


my name.” 


The Advisory Committee then canvassed a number of factors 
which they regarded very favourably for Fritz’s case. 

He had been carrying on business in Tanunda for 25 years and 
was a member of the District Council for 20 years and the 
Chairman for 19 of them. 

He was married and none of his children could speak German; 
English was spoken exclusively in the home. 

He had never been outside of Australia and had been a mem- 
ber of the Committee of the local Institute for 14 years and, since 
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the First World War, no books in the German language had been 
purchased for the Institute's library. 

He was a member of the local Band which had been estab- 
lished over 50 years before. 

He took steps to form the Liedertafeland since the outbreak of 
the War none of its songs had been sung in German. 

Two years previously, at the request of the Headmaster of the 
Public School (an Englishman) Fritz had addressed the children 
on the British Empire and the tenor of his speech was loyal 
throughout. 

Fritz had been Secretary to the War Savings Group formed 
shortly after the War started. 

He had also worked out a scheme for the evacuation of the 
township of Tanunda should it become necessary. He had arranged 
for a concert for Red Cross and Comforts Funds. 

The Committee: 


"reached a conclusion that Fritz Homburg was in no sense dis- 
loyal but that on the contrary he has by his efforts shown himself to 
be patriotic and loyal to the British Empire." 


No doubt Fritzs prominent position and influence encour- 
aged the authorities to turn a blind eye to his vivid Germanism; all 
that was required was a tick of approval from a committee labelling 
him a patriotic Britisher and Fritz was cleared. When word of 
Fritzs release became public, some concerned local citizens of 


Tanunda wrote to the authorities: 


“We are very concerned about the effect this has on the popula- 
tion of this district, as there is one section rejoicing whereas the loyal 
citizen is very concerned and worried about rumours which are in cir- 


. » 
culation. 


Those rumours remained unparticularised. 


Robert Homburg 


Hermann’s full-brother, Fritz’s half-brother, Robert escaped 
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‘aternment. Robert was a solicitor in partnership with Hermann. 
He had also been a Member of Parliament, for the Lower House 
seat of Burra Burra from 1912 until 1915, when he resigned 
because of slanders against his political loyalty. 

With the outbreak of the Second World War, Robert’s own 


brother-in-law had written to the Federal Minister of Defence in 


an attempt to get him interned: 


“Robert, who visited Germany some few years ago, is intensely 
pro-German, and is easily the Arch traitor of the three [brothers] and 
his one wish and hope is for the triumph of Germany... 

The whole affair is more than painful to me, but on the other 
hand , it is equally distressing to know that these men are unfettered 
walking our streets, probably gloating in our Australian casualty lists, 
their one wish the success of the German arms, when the very least 


punishment they deserve is internment...” 


The plea failed. But it is worth noting that it was perceived by 
some that internment was to be a punitive exercise, as opposed to 


being a measure of preventive security. 


Monsy Schulz 


One of the other men whom A4 intensely disliked and fer- 
vently wanted to implicate was Johann Friedrich Wilhelm Schulz 
(nicknamed Monty or Monsy). Schulz had been born at Point Pass 
near Eudunda in South Australia on the 19th of March 1883 and 
was married with three children one of whom, a son Bert, worked 
with him in his business. Early on, Monsy had been a teacher in 
the Leithman Lutheran Church School from 1911 until it had 
been closed during the First World War. 

He was also something of an author, writing humorous sketch- 
es in a German-Australian idiom under the sobriquet August von 
der Flatte (August from the Flats). These took the form of letters 
and were published in the Queensland Herald. Moreover, he had 
published two books with particular reference to his experiences of 
the Hermannsburg Aboriginal Mission, namely Our Trip to 
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Hermannsburg (Unsere Reese noach Hermannsburg and My First 
Trip to Bethesda and My Second to Hermannsburg (Meine irschte 
Reese noach Bethesda und meine zweete noach Hermannsburg). 


They would come back to haunt him. 
Monsy was the proprietor of Auricht’s Printery in Tanunda. 


Unfortunately for him an elderly spinster member of the Auricht 
family, who still maintained a financial interest in the business, was 
once heard to comment, when Becker was being prosecuted for his 
breaches of the Medical Practitioners Act, that Dr Becker was not 
being treated fairly but the day may come when “he would be rul- 
ing Australia’. 

Monsy was also a member of the Committee (chaired by 
Krawinkel) of the South Australian German Historical Society. 

What brought him under special suspicion was that he had the 
contract to do all the VELKA printing including its internal news- 
paper the Lutheran Herald. 

He was also a serious motion picture enthusiast and at the 
time of his internment had in his possession over 20,000 feet of 
film. 

He was known behind his back as the “dark horse of 
Tanunda”. One informer (not A4) who was then living at Orroroo, 


after years of residing at Tanunda, recollected: 


“My opinion of Schulz is that he is either an Arch-Plotter and 
deceiver or that he is all right there is no halfway with him but I have 
nothing on him in fact his conduct to me has been open on the face 


of it.” 


The Case 


Monsy was interned on the 12th of December 1940. 
The written report of his arrest and the search of his home 


noted: 


“It appears no doubt that subject is a staunch supporter of the 
Nazi regime, and although a search was made of his home and little 
evidence of this could be found, such as papers and propaganda, etc. 
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it could now be assumed that he like other Nazi supporters contem- 
plating visits by the Military disposed of all matter that would con- 


demn them.” 


Thus the absence of evidence could only be rationalized by a 
belief in its having been hidden. 

At the hearing of his first appeal Monsy’s counsel, Mr 
Villeneuve-Smith KC (who along with Menzies KC had represent- 
ed Smiths Weekly in Becker's libel action) had requested leave to 
cross-examine witnesses for the Minister but was told that that was 
never permitted to be done. 

It was explained that the rationale for this practice was that 
good substantial men of courage, who made reports and gave 
Statutory Declarations, were much concerned as to the safety of 
themselves and their property, should their identity in any way be 


revealed. 


A45 Statutory Declaration sought to damn Monsy on the fol- 
lowing factual grounds: 

1. He had written and published pamphlets in German in 
which he adversely criticised the Federal Government for alleged 
ill-treatment of aborigines. In particular, a number of years before- 
hand he had visited the Hermannsburg Mission in the Northern 
Territory and then written a book in which he severely criticised 
Government policy on the aboriginal issue; 

2. He had sold buttons in the town for the Nazi Winter Relief 
Fund and on other occasions expressed admiration for Hitler and 
his regime; 

3. He took a leading part in organising Dr Beckers German 
propaganda picture shows which stressed the advantages of living 
under Nazi rule; 

4. He organised functions for the entertainment of visiting 
prominent German figures such as the aviator Hans Bertram, 
Count Felix von Luckner and the officers and crew of the Koeln: 

>. His son Bert had visited Germany with the approval of his 
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father and, on his return, Bert expressed pro-Nazi views. 

Emil Kuhri of the Vienna Wine Café (a man whom Becker 
always regarded as ‘running with the hare and hunting with the 
hounds’) also deposed to his seeing Monsy there at meetings of the 


Nazi Party, especially on one occasion in 1934 in the company of 
Becker when the latter was being installed as Landeskreisleiter, 


Kuhri also placed Pastors Stolz and Held at the same Nazi Party 


meetings. 
However, Monsy related how it was Kurt Schubert who was 


being installed by Becker. 7 

In any event, Monsy did not hold a high opinion of Kuhri, 
describing him to one person as a “rook” who was not to be trust- 
ed in business matters. 

Indeed that was really the sum of the case against Monsy — his 
association with proven Nazi agents such as Becker and Von 
Luckner, as well as his having made some utterances that were said 
to show a pro-German inclination. 

According to Security, Dr Asmis had seen fit in April 1932 to 
recommend Monsy as a suitable reporter for Die Bruecke: this at a 
time when Dr Asmis had yet to be appointed to Australia and that 
newspaper did not exist! 

Another deponent whose evidence was used to ensnare Monsy 
was Pastor Held after the minister’s Tanunda house was searched 
and he was interrogated in 1943. 

Monsy was known to play cards, mainly Skat, (a German 
invention of around 1810 consisting of a three-handed trick-tak- 
ing game) with Becker and had been one of the select few to have 
been invited to meet Dr Asmis when the Consul General visited 
Tanunda in October 1933. 

Yet another deponent told how, at the preceding Federal elec- 
tion, Monsy had made a disparaging comment about the fact that 
the electoral booths at Tanunda were being manned by Returned 


Soldiers. Monsy was reported as saying: 


“Why cannot we have the same men as last time?” 


He denied ever saying: 
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“Every Returned Soldier can go to Hell, so far as 1 am con- 
) B 
cerned,” 


Another witness told of a conversation in June 1940 with 
Monsy in the main street of Tanunda. Monsy was asked what he 


thought of the War and he colourfully replied: 


“This time the English are going to get it fair in the arse. Hitler 
knows everything that is going on. The Barossa district and the 
Wimmera districts will be the only safe places in Australia.” 


When he was asked “Why?” Monsy replied: 


“They are all Nazis living in those two districts. You are only 
born of German grandparents but you should stick up for Germany 
the same as we do.” 


After that, whenever the informer met Monsy the latter always 


gave him the Nazi salute. 
On another occasion Monsy was heard to say: 


"Everything that is printed in the British papers about the war is 
all bloody lies. Things dont look too good over there in England [this 
was 1940]. I hope the English get it hot and strong." 


Several of his writings on aboriginals were also used against 
him; on one occasion he had written: 


“our government does not treat our blacks as it should. In 
Murree [? Marree] I got into conversation with an Afghan. 

“Where are your camels?” I asked him. 

“They have gone bush,” he said. 

“What do you live on?” I asked. “I get unemployment relief,” he 
observed. 

“How much do you get?” 

“Two pounds six shillings a fortnight for myself and three chil- 
dren.” 

So the lazy Afghan with the white turban and wide trousers gets 
unemployment relief, for he is a British Subject, and the aborigine to 
whom Australia once belonged, he is just a nigger and can live on 
lizards and grass-hoppers...our parliamentarians load us with debts 
that the lice may twitter." 
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And later he wrote: 


nother could allow the first posses- 


sors here in the country to be more and more oppressed, one does not 
think possible... The white man who is pleased with himself imagines 
our aborigines as naked wild beasts to hunt and hunt down...Is it 
really to come to the point at which our children will gape at the last 
blacks in the Museum?... They are children of mankind as you and 1 


"That one government after a 


. . » 
are, with an immortal soul. 


Then again he wrote: 


“Ifa black boxer or a Sheffield runner chances to appear, then he 
is...trained, and if later he is no longer any good he is chased off again 


and the white man puts the money in his pocket. 


Monsy demonstrated an insight and compassion towards the 


plight of the Aboriginals long before it became fashionable. 


Southern Air Lines 


Monsy, like many others, had become entangled with Becker 
in the Southern Air Lines fiasco. 

Becker, along with other prominent Germans, had had a flash 
of inspiration: they would pool their money and establish an air- 
line to carry freight to and from various railheads around the coun- 
try, thereby acting as feeders for the railways. Its fleet would be 
made up of seven Junkers aircraft brought into Australia on char- 
ter from Germany. Four of the aircraft were to be JU-86 planes to 
carry both freight and passengers and three JU52-3M machines, 
which were of the three-motor variety, for the carriage of freight 
only. 

In February 1937 a public company, Southern Air Lines and 
Freighters Ltd., was floated. One press announcement said that the 
nominal capital of the company would be £500,000. 


Monsy was a promoter and he commented: 


«c . . 
The whole thing was run by ignorant men and was a complete 
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flop. Becker Rot some of us interested and we went into it, and then 
tound that Junkers planes would provide very cheap transport, and 
some of us put up £100 cach to pet out a prospcectus,..but with 


Becker's fraudulent use of the money it soon all went and the thing 
petered out.” 


He claimed that he had found out that money had been used 
to pay Becker for the medical treatment — a confinement on 
Beckers advice — of one Melbourne director wife. Monsy also 
discovered that Becker was not, despite his representations, ever 
made a director of the company; his raffish opportunism shone 
through. Becker and Monsy had had an open quarrel and their 
friendship cooled. | 

But the initial enthusiasm for the project was reflected in the 
fact that an eighteen year old single man from pasion, Anton 
Semmler, was sent by ship to Weimar, at the company s expense, in 
order to gain an expert knowledge in the Junkers engines. He was 
expected to be away for at least two years. Indeed, when War broke 
he was still there and he enlisted with the Luftwaffe. 

Initially, the Reich Government refused to release any planes 
but after considerable pleading, Goering personally relented. One 
— a twin engined 10 seater plane — came out to Australia on a test 
run. It only just made it to Darwin when an engine failed. A new 
engine had to be shipped out from Germany and the plane then 
went on to Melbourne. It did a trial run to Brisbane and back, and 
just as it landed all the engines badly malfunctioned. 

From there the matter deteriorated amid unfavorable publici- 
ty. No further investors became interested. The company soon 
went into voluntary liquidation. 

As Monsy sarcastically recalled: 


“a. the last thing we heard of our fine Junkers pl 
being shipped back to Germany at the same moment 
new acroplanes were coming in from other countries.” 


ane was of it 
as all sorts of 
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al bankruptcy, a dividend of 20/- in the £ was paid to all creditors 
both secured and unsecured. 


The Candidate 


When Monsy was arrested he had already become the nomi- 
nated candidate for the Australian Labor Party to run at the next 
State election for the House of Assembly seat of Angas (which 
embraced Tanunda). The election was ultimately called for 
Saturday the 29th March 1941: Monsy spent his entire election 
campaign and polling day itself in the Loveday Internment Camp 
near Barmera. His position was without precedent in Australian 
political history. 

He did not win the seat: Mr Rudall of the Liberal Country 
Party was elected. Of the 3,597 votes cast by enrolled voters, 
Monsy obtained 705 (or about 20%) of the first preference votes. 

A local police officer dutifully reported on the outcome to 


Security: 


*... I am firmly of the opinion it was purely the vote of the 
German people, who are not afraid to show their sympathy with the 
German (Hitler) cause and I further think that had Schultz [sic] not 
been interned many more would have voted for him- as it was many 
were afraid to vote for him as they had ideas that the military intelli- 
gence would watch the vote closely. 

The fact remains that over 700 persons have showed that they 
are disloyal (in my opinion) probably many of these have had their 


guns returned to them to shoot "vermin" (Vermin was never scarcer)." 


Pleas 


In March 1942 Monsy wrote to the Commandant of Camp 
[A at Tatura seeking to be released. One of the arguments that he 
advanced was quite poignant: 


...the arrogant behaviour of the camp leader Dr Haslinger 
[with whom Becker himself fell out] is designed to make this camp a 
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EN Nazi camp. If [by] internment in this camp it is considered 
chat the individual is in agreement with Nazi ideals | ask that if it be 
possible I be transferred to a South Australian camp.” 


The plea was ignored. 
In January 1943 an official assessment of Monsy read: 


“If not openly pro-Nazi Mr Schultz [sic] certainly always was 
outspokenly pro-German in his outlook and conversation. Cautious 
in his expressions in internment, he could however by no means be 
called anti-Nazi.” 


What an amazing inversion of thought and language! 

He appealed twice to the Advisory Committee and was heard 
in February 1941 and April 1943. He was unsuccessful both times. 

Monsy’s overall attitude was expressed in a way that became a 
common theme in the testimony of many internees, and brought 
into relief the dilemma they faced: 


* ..] differed from Becker politically. That was on matters of 
world politics mostly. At one time I entertained admiration for what 
Hitler had done. That was early when he came into the limelight, and 
it appeared that he was cleaning up what was an unholy mess in 
Germany. He came to power in 1933. I did not entertain admiration 
for Hitler ever since then...1 commenced to disapprove of Hitler’s 
actions when the overseas position did not eventuate as I hoped it 
would. I hoped that the friendship between England and Germany was 


going to grow, and be cemented, and finalized, and consummated.” 


After the first hearing the Advisory Committee published its 
reasons. On the one hand, unimpeachable evidence was given by 
witnesses as to Monsy’s acts that demonstrated his loyalty and works 
for patriotic objects like Red Cross, the Comfort Fund and accom- 
modation for evacuees. Against this was the body of written evi- 
dence from witnesses about his unpatriotic utterances and writings. 
wast ent m B bi. of introduction for his 

ecker had obliged by making 


known a number of contacts. 


They concluded: 
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“The Committee were not favourably impressed with the 
demeanour of Schulz when giving evidence and find it difficult to 
accept it. This impression is strengthened by the fact that shortly 
before the outbreak of War a son of Schulz visited Germany and 
remained there for about 15 months visiting various centres. The rea- 
son given for this visit was that the son wished to study the art of 
printing in Germany. In view of the surrounding circumstances and 
the probable nature and extent of Schulzs business as a printer in 
Tanunda and the expense necessarily occasioned by the son's visit and 
stay in Germany the Committee are unable to accept the reason 
advanced by Schulz particularly in view of the fact that the son was 
not called as a witness to corroborate the assertions of his father and 
to submit to cross-examination at to his activities in Germany." 


That a quasi-judicial Committee would even include reference 
to a sons visit to Germany as reason to keep his father interned is 
astonishingly imperious and intellectually indefensible. But then 
the Committee had extraordinary powers and could do no wrong. 

Eighteen months later Monsys son Bert was writing to Dr 


Evatt KC, the Federal Attorney-General: 


“We know that your aim is to see that justice is done, and we 
thank God for it. Why shall a man suffer internment, and why shall 
his spirit be broken, when his whole home district vouches for his 
integrity? Can nothing be done to right this wrong?” 


By whatever means, a second chance was granted. 


Second Appeal 


In April 1943 at his second appeal, which this time was held 
in Adelaide, Monsy’s son was called. 

The newly constituted Committee found that Bert's explana- 
tions for going to the Ullstein printery in Germany and what he 
did there were not detrimental to the internee’s case. However, 
they entertained some doubts on account of the fact that the trip 
may have been more of a success, than it would otherwise have 
been, without Becker’s and the Party’s assistance. 

On Becker’s involvement, Monsy had said in evidence: 


196 


o a eon. 





a The Hitler Club 


“[My son] was to Bo on a tour of Germany, and Dr Becker had 
connections and through him I could get my son into the business in 
which he wanted to improve himself. 1 relied mainly at that timc on 
the recommendations from Dr Becker. That was the best way to do 
it, but at chat time I don't think Dr Becker was connected with the 
Nazi organization. I was told that Dr Asmis had deprived Dr Becker 
of his job No.1 in Australia. I did not know to whom Dr Becker was 
going to write, but I knew it was to a printing organization." 


Becker himself said that he had merely sent a letter to the 
Party in Germany asking that the son be well treated; and he did 
get well treated. But there was absolutely no suggestion that the 
son had had to say that he was sympathetic to Nazism or anything 
of the kind. Nor did Becker have to vouch that the son was not 
opposed to the Party. 

It is interesting to note that one witness who was called by 
Monsy, a former Head Teacher at Tanunda, said in evidence: 


"Dr Becker was the only man I knew in Tanunda who spoke of 
another country as My Country...I never heard people at Tanunda 
hold Germany up as the ideal form of Government. I came into con- 
tact with many people, and I never heard anyone other than Dr Becker 
who gave me the idea he admired Germany more than Great Britain. 


The Committee concluded that the cumulative effect of the 
Statutory Declarations tendered on behalf of the Minister was so 
strong that they could not brush them aside. The Declarations 
were still sufficient to call into question the internee’s loyalty. 

When recalled to the stand, Monsy had testified that: 


“I could never get friendly with a man of the type of Dr Becker. 
He was a man who was always right, and you were always wrong. You 
would not be in Dr Becker's company any length of time to discover 
that." 


That did not carry the day. Monsy's detention was to continue. 
While interned Monsy wrote a piece which he handed to the 
Camp Commandant: 


My parents came to Australia about 45 years ago. Neither they, 
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I, nor any of their children returned there. Though my parents were 
never well off they were never in want of food and clothing. All I have 
I owe the country of my birth Australia. It is my country; for it I have 
worked and I desire to assist with all the means at my disposal in the 
future. It is my fervent wish that neither Japan or Germany have a say 
in the government of this country. Our rising generation must be 
more diligently taught a love for its country, and to say and believe: 
This is my country, for it I will work and fight! Every drop of sweat 
will save drops of blood. 

We must have an army with a country rather than a country 
with an army. Our men who have fought and died have not made the 
sacrifice for a world as it was nor for conditions as they were, but for 
better future conditions. Our immediate rehabilitation and repatria- 
tion schemes must be mindful of the sacrifices made by the men who 
fought off the Japanese in the Bismarck Sea. The Returned Soldier 
must receive our first and fullest consideration. He was all-in and our 
effort in his behalf must be whole-hearted. All I have and am I pledge 
in support of the very great task confronting us when the war ends, 
which I pray must end in a victory for us." 


He wrote this on his 60th birthday. 

After one of his unsuccessful appeals for release, he wrote to 
the Minister for the Army telling how, shortly after the outbreak 
of War, he had been elected as Chairman of the Tanunda Civil 
Defence Committee. That Committee drafted and forwarded to 
every ratepayer in the Tanunda district a circular which asked the 
householders to state how many evacuees they would be able to 
billet in case of an air-raid on Adelaide. Within two weeks, 
Tanunda had its quota of 2,000 people billeted. Monsy handed 
this result personally to the Military authorities and was compli- 
mented on the excellent work done. 

To his great astonishment, Monsy learned that the same doc- 
ument was used by, and claimed to be the work of, Fritz Homburg 
in the course of the latter’s appeal. Fritz must, said Monsy, have 
secured the documents from the Clerk of the Council without his 
knowledge or consent. 


Well over a year before his release, Monsy wrote to Security: 


The midday broadcast announces that Darwin has been 
bombed by Japan. Camp inmates here assure one another that Japan 
will soon get us out of here. I don't want Japan to liberate me. I am 
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almost 60 years of age and want to place what strength I still possess 
at the disposal of the country of my birth, Australia. I make a final 
appeal for my release.” 


He had one champion for his cause — Pastor Stolz — who even 
wrote to the Federal Attorney-General pleading unsuccessfully for 


Monsys release. 


Animosity 


Before his release, Monsy maintained his animosity towards 
Dr Becker and told Security that he thought Becker was a fanatic 
who would have only been able to influence recent arrivals to the 
country. He remembered how much Becker hated Jews and was 
terribly bitter about them. He also remarked that Heinrich 
Krawinkel was not much good at business. But he would not like 
to say whether Krawinkel was a Nazi or not. 

Monsy reaffirmed that people of German descent in the 
Barossa Valley may well be loyal to Australia while harbouring a 
dislike for Britain and things British and keeping alive Germanism 
and the German language. That was intellectually honest. 

He was also asked why some people, like the Bohlmann fam- 
ily, who were second or third generation Australians, should still 
desire to promote everything German, use the German language 
and entertain anti-British sentiments. 


Monsy replied: 


“Well, after the last war Germany was in a terrible state, no coun- 
try was so down and out as was Germany. Her financial situation was 
terrible and in those days a whole barrow-load of money could not buy 
anything. I saw it myself when I was in New Guinea, and saw what the 
spirit of the missionaries was. In those circumstances, when a man like 
Hitler, a fanatic, could persuade people by oratory, offers them some 
definite policy, people are nearly always prepared to give him a go. And 
so he went on growing more powerful and more powerful, and then 
began o me" countries and so on. But anyway in the begin- 
Sr fe eld with ov hope do eh 

y had been in, and in Australia this 
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feeling would have some influence because there would be probabh; 
the grandfather, who was born in Germany, or else there would be te 
atives in Germany writing out about these things, and they would read 
about it in papers, and so it would slowly spread.” 


Release 


Monsy Schulz was finally given conditional release from the 
Loveday Internment Camp on the 4th of January 1944 and was 
allowed to return to Tanunda later that year on grounds of com- 
passion. 

His wife, who was three years older, was in chronic ill-health 
and his daughter, whose own husband was absent on active service 
in New Guinea, was giving her intensive care. Monsy himself had 
injured his back and was suffering the torments of lumbago as well 
as a bad knee. | 

The Deputy Director of Security in Adelaide made this cau- 


tious assessment: 


“Schulz is a type whose outlook and conduct has remained per- 
sistently the same for many years. It is impossible, without very close 
supervision of him, to say whether his views have undergone any 
change, or whether he would persist if allowed to return to his old 
associates and surroundings in a thoroughly German district. 


He had also been assessed by his gaolers as having a genial 
and ‘plausible’ character and was apparently an earnest citizen with 
a love of the public limelight. 

Nine months later A4 was reporting to his superiors (no doubt 
in the fervent hope that he would be instrumental in getting 


Monsy’s conditional liberty cancelled) a conversation he had had 
with Monsy in Tanunda: 


“Our Labor Government must be criticised for many things but 
I would much prefer them to a Liberal on account of the experiences 
as you know I have gone through in recent years... (Schulz said this 
with a profound sneer) *Of course you know, he said, is no use taking 


noti i a 
ice of anything that comes out of Germany because it is rotten for 


the si : . 
simple reason it comes from there.” With further deep sarcasm 
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Schulz said "] 


do not even supp | 
ose that after the wz | 
Hitler thev pi ar when they kill 


ics) will even think of stuffing him and put him in a museum.” 
2m 1 well it is too late now and whatever wrong, has been done 
V , ` , nio -« a ‘ . 

I have to wait a long time perhaps before it can be right again.” 


A year after the War was over, Monsy wrote to Security 
requesting the return of the 350 feet of film dealing with the visit 
of Count von Luckner to Glenelg and Tanunda. It was sent back 


to him. 
In November 1946 he wrote to Mr. Calwell with a refrain that 


was common to many internees after their release: 


“you will excuse me for continuing in my endeavours to clear 
my name. I owe it to the members of my family to fight on. My 
internment warrant reads, inter alia: to be detained “for the safety of 
the empire, and the successful prosecution of the war." Thats the 


hurt. Can you do something for me?" 


He never even received the courtesy of an acknowledgement. 


And More 


And there were others who were interned because they too had 
attracted the interest of the omnipresent spy network — especially 
a group of men who were in a photograph displaying a large Nazi 
flag. These people required special attention. 
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9 
The Photographs 


e. 
To capture a moment that people cannot always se 


Henry Callahan 


Late in May 1940 the Security Service began to circulate two 

h oraphs which had been developed from negatives that had 
p otog ) | 
been supplied by a person: 


* ..who so willingly came forward and handed them to me [a 
police — immediately he found them. 


At the time, the police officer was informed that the organis- 
r of the party of men shown in the photographs, and who had 
. . ^C > « : 
rranged for the photographers attendance, was one WAllenstein 
a 
from North Adelaide. mE 
The photographs were developed by Police Special Branch an 
then discreetly circulated to various police officers around the State 
who had had dealings with Tanunda within the previous fi 
Or SO. 


The difficulties associated. with Identific 


ve years 


ation then became 
apparent. One policeman thought that the man fourth from left 
was a fellow called Peterson who resided in BI 
one thing was clear, they were not Tanund 
afterwards, another officer was definite that it 


could identity no others. Yet another officer w 


anchetown: to him, 
a residents. Shortly 
was not Petersen but 
as sure that the same 
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man was a Mr. Semmler from Rowlands Flat near Tanunda in the 
Barossa Valley. 

A civilian identified the man on the extreme right with cer- 
tainty as identical with a young German who was employed at a 
store in Tanunda. It was also suggested that the smaller man on the 
extreme left may be one Semmler, one of whose two sons (Anton) 
was at present in the German Air Force. 

Almost certainly, the location of the photo was on a road 
between Rowlands Flat and Tanunda. Another policeman remem- 
bered a picnic in 1937 that was held by the Jugend Verein (Youth 
Society) and thought this may have been the occasion. 

Each of the above speculations was wrong. 

The photographs depicted eight men, with four standing on 
each side of a gum tree that is their centre point. They are unex- 
ceptional photographs of seemingly unexceptional men, dressed in 
conservative suits on what appears to be a wintry or cold day 
which had at last been punctuated by thin sunshine. 

But the tree was dressed — generously swathed — in a flag. It 
was the flag of the Third Reich. 

The location was finally asserted to be a few miles along the 
Gomersal Road which runs (still to this day) westward out of 
Tanunda on the way to the hamlet of She-Oak Log. The tree is sull 
standing. 

The photographs were thought to have been taken sometime 


in 1934. 


The Men 


The men depicted (in the photograph on the front cover) 
have, with one possible exception, been identified. 

From left to right they were: 

l. Finnamann (first name unknown), a man who had died 
before che War. He was, it was said, a storekeeper from Pinnaroo 


in the Murray Mallee region in the east of the State. Nothing more 
is known about him; 
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2. Ernst Emil Robert Starke (see below); 


3. An initially unknown and unidentified man who was 
thought by some of those present to be merely a visitor for the day. 
At one time he was thought to be Pastor Kurt Gielow. But as a 
result of a search of property and an interview with Starkes moth- 
er Pauline, it was proved beyond doubt that this was not the case. 
Later, the man's identity was established as that of one Carl Johann 
Rohde, who was present in the State sometime in either 1934 or 
1935. He had hailed from Queensland. Security went on to say: 


*He came from Westphalia, Germany, and as far as is known was 
an engineer in a coal mine. His age would be somewhere in the sev- 
enties. He has four daughters; one of these is unmarried, and is pre- 
sumed to be with the father in Queensland. One married. ..and lives 
in South Australia. Mrs. Rohde is deceased... 

[An established Nazi's remarks] re this Carl Rohde are as follows: 
— One hundred per cent German was obviously a member of a Party 
in Adelaide, a member of the “Union of Friends of Hitler." 


Security went on to remark that Rohde would be a first class 
man to have as a confidential agent but unfortunately his activity 


was “restricted by deafness” 
4. Heinrich Wallenstein who had been born on the 18th of 


January 1900 at Kassel in North Hesse, but had returned to 
Germany before the War: Nazi Party records showed that he had 
become a member in March 1933 and had worked in Australia as 
a house painter and decorator; 

5. Wilhelm Friedrich Abel (see below); 

6. Walter Ernst Bartsch (see below); 

7. Heinrich (Harry) Hahn, of whom little more is known 
than that he resided at Nuriootpa and had returned to Germany 
before the War; and 

8. Olaf Bohlens (see below). 


Starke, Abel, Bartsch and Bohlens were, like Becker interned 
The photographer, although not positively identified for : 
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long time, was initially thought by Intelligence to be Becker. This 
Was apparently confirmed later by the evidence of Abel during his 
internment. However his evidence on this point was, in turn, con- 
tradicted by that of Bohlens. 

No member of the Party from Tanunda appeared. It would 
seem that the group was drawn exclusively from the Adelaide 
Stuetzpunkt. 

If that is so, it possibly represented an attempt by Becker 
(assuming for one moment that Abel was correct) to record for his 
superiors in Berlin the fact that he had achieved a start, however 
modest, to complying with his orders to establish two groups with- 
in South Australia, one in Tanunda and the other in the city. 

It would further seem that the estimate of when the photo- 
graphs were taken was reasonably accurate (i.e. probably in mid- 
1934) after Becker had returned in March from his trip to 
Germany and before the October when Bohlens was known to 
have absented himself from the country. 

The men depicted were not blue-bloods but rather working 
class artisans and labourers, the sort of blue-collar stream from 
which the Party had been originally drawn in Germany. 

As for their meager numbers — part of "the bakers dozen" that 
Henry Borchers said Becker had recruited — Becker himself had 
commented to Gauleiter Bohle, who had remarked that there were 
so few of them: 


“I would rather have six decent people than 60 loafers.” 


Starke 


Ernst Emil Robert Starke was undoubtedly a dyed in the wool 
Nazi. 

It may be recalled that he was, at one time, the manager of 
Emil Kuhri’s Vienna Wine Café in the city and had become the 
Stuetzpunkleiter after Becker’s dismissal and the reorganisation of 


the Party, although Dr Seger, the Consul in Adelaide, damned him 


with faint praise: 
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l'or want of anyone else | still think him the most suitable man 
to lead the [German] Club and the Stuetzpunkt and must just leave it 
to the future to show whether it is a fact, as was asserted, that he is 
not In a position to carry out effective measures." 


Starke had also been one of the Party’s great successes in its 
infiltration of the German Club, reaching the position of Vice- 
President in 1936 and President the following year. 

When he was arrested, the search of his house disclosed a con- 
siderable quantity of Party literature and propaganda together with 
photographs of Hitler and the like. He was obviously a devotee of 
the Fuehrer. He proudly wore his Party badge. 

He had been born on the 27th of August 1902 in Seligenstadt, 
Hanover and had worked in Hamburg for several years, in a firm 
of exporters, before emigrating. Starke arrived with his parents at 
Port Adelaide on the 11th of January 1927 on the Ballarat, predat- 


ing Becker's arrival by eight months. 
He obviously remained a German national and was a bache- 


lor, although in late 1937 Dr Seger remarked: 


“He is engaged to an Australian who does not yet speak German 
and who I was told — certainly without any proof — exercises a great 


influence on him.” 


Starke was recorded as having once been charged with an 
assault. That was in May 1938; but the complaint was dismissed 


for want of prosecution. 
He was an efficient and trusted lieutenant, but had something 


of a dour and lugubrious disposition. 
Security had this to say about him in the wake of Dr Becker’s 
dismissal from the leadership of the Party in 1936: 


“Starke now had his opportunity, but he was not competent to 

grasp it. He was an electrical mechanic, zealous and a hard worker 

. . . 2 

but neither of much ability nor of much education: and appears to 

have been subject to chronic unemployment. A reply of his to a 
request made by the B i — 

q y ureau of Racial Investigations for Germans 


Abroad in 1 ICisati 
dno 238, for à report on the Anglicisation of Germans In 
Australia with scientific studies of Cases, 


process of absorpti - 
chology, stages in the change, the effect of on PSY 


marriage, sport, etc. and an 
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estimate of the prospect for Deutschtum in the future, makes it clear 
that he only partly understood what he was asked for, His own efforts 
at Propaganda included the sending of a copy of "Hitler and Youth” 
to the Premier of the State. He was in fact an amateur as Becker had 


been, but with much less ability... 


Before Dr Seger came to Adelaide as the Consul, Starke wrote 
to him to see if he could secure a job in the Consulate. 


He told Seger in that letter: 


“At the expressed wish of Dr Asmis I have taken over the presi- 
dency of the German Club here...” 


and then played his real tune: 


“If | should...take an appointment outside Adelaide...it would 
unfortunately not be possible for me to remain of importance as a 
German within the Club, nor is it conceivable that I should be able to 
exert my powers as hitherto within the National Socialist Party. Even 
i£ I should remain here in Adelaide as a mere employee, still depend- 
ent on the fluctuations of the labour market, I could not either on 
financial grounds or on the grounds of free time at my disposal devote 
myself to the cause as heretofore. You will understand that a man can- 
not give us of his best when, as has continually been the case with me, 
on the previous day often until midnight, he has had to do heavy 
physical work in the form of overtime; nor can he, when through 
being out of work he has fallen into economic destitution.” 


He took up the same theme with Dr Asmis only eight days 
later. 

But to carry out any official function that may be bestowed on 
him by the Consul General, there was no question of his leaving 
Adelaide. He suggested that he could become a driver for Dr Seger, 


or something similar: 


“If that will not work, if there should be no way, then it is all up 
with us. One does not talk of one’s sacrifices and toils, but I must say 
one thing: I have almost undergone political suicide; known through- 
out the city as “Head Nazi” and “Top Nazi”. 

I have steadily declined to let myself be naturalized, to renounce 
the Party membership, to become a Freemason and so on. The result 
is this, that I never receive permanent employment — As soon as they 
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get to know who I am and what I profess, suddenly the work goes 
phut... Here in Australia is has so far gone steadily badly with us- 
today we are almost ruined- Whenever anyone prophesied this to me, 
l answered firmly “Behind me stands Germany-As 1 exert myself for 
Germany, so Germany will exert herself for me, if it should ever come 


to that.” Today has it ‘come to that?" 


Somewhat naively — and not unlike Becker himself during his 
medical prosecution in the Tanunda Court — Starke entertained the 
belief that Nazi Germany would stand by him in difficult times: 
the Party would see that his interests were protected. Of course, 
none of that occurred. He was a German national cast adrift, even 
during the pre-war years of peace when Germany and Australia still 
enjoyed diplomatic and consular ties. His situation — and that of 
others like him and Becker — would only get worse when, on the 
declaration of war, those ties were completely severed. 

He did not get the job he was seeking until just before the War 


broke out, when it was rumoured that he was thinking of return- 


ing to Germany. 
Starke was certainly no Micawber. 
But Seger considered it right to reopen the Stuetzpunkt in 


Adelaide under Starke and told Asmis: 


*In this way there would at least be a nucleus made to which the 
Reich Germans can belong, and which in the course of time can take 
in those who are still standing aloof. On the other hand I cannot 
express an opinion about the reopening of the Stuetzpunkt at 
Tanunda, as Dr Becker and his influence seem to me up till now too 
problematical. He [Becker] is personally a very charming fellow, and 
as clever and careful in his conversation as a diplomat of the old 
school but he has given no proof that he keeps his word.” 


Starke was interned on the same day as Becker and was not 
released from Tatura Internment Camp until the 19th of August 
1947 (over a year after Becker's own release) pending his deporta- 
tion with his mother Pauline: his father, Emil, had d; 
before the War. —— a A 

, ler had =n the head of the Party’s Frauenschafi, the affiliat- 
ed body to which the female Party members belonged, including 
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Mona Becker, Though she had not been interned, Pauline had 
been placed under severe restrictions for the duration. Wher 
released, Starke made his way to Tanunda where Pauline was stay- 
ing. Before his internment they had lived with his father in rented 
premises in the suburb of Clarence Park. 

Starke remained a shadowy figure who tended to hide his light 
under a bushel. 


Starke on Wallenstein 


But we do know that he vehemently disliked Heinrich 
Wallenstein, the tall man second to his left in the photographs. 

Wallenstein worked as a painter and decorator and lived at one 
time in Mildura, Victoria and later in rented premises in Kermode 
Street at North Adelaide. 

In late 1934 Wallenstein wrote a letter, most probably direct 
to Becker, criticising in general terms the conduct of the Party in 
South Australia and of Starke in particular. 

Starke, livid with rage, annotated the letter with his revealing 
comments, presumably in anticipation of replying (but whether 
that was to be by letter or speech is not known). He went to town 
on Wallenstein’s penny-pinching. He saw him as perfidious, saying 
things behind Starke’s back that were simply untrue. He saw 
Wallenstein as a feckless woman-chaser, barely exerting himself for 
the Party cause: 


"I have absolutely nothing against Wallenstein personally, but of 
course from the standpoint of Party organizer I consider him quite 
useless." 


He accused Wallenstein of both ostentatiously boycotting the 
German Club and attempting to factionalise the Party. 
Starke called in aid his friend Noerthen to flay Wallenstein 


unmercifully: 


“Of discipline and obedience within the Party Party-member 
Wallenstein has no idea, although...Noerthen ...gave detailed expla- 
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nations. about banal 
* the principle of i P 
> Ü sf . }, á ‘ 
him..." | | leadership and Party discipline, to 


l le then got sarcastic about Wallenstein’s First World War 
service — after all, it was only in hospitals. Nor did Wallenstein 
have the right to call himself an o/d Party member because he had 
entered it only after Hitler had come to power in January 1933. 

Then Starke reverted to a familiar theme: 


*...my circumstances do not permit me to take part in expensive 
"parties", that I avoid doing so to keep up with my current subscrip- 
tion duties, difficult as it has often been for me on account of lack of 
income while precisely those gentlemen who are a year and a day 
behind hand in their subscriptions...and a third of my subscription 
has to be applied to cover the duties of these people for whom the big 


. . » 
partes are more important. 


When Wallenstein had protested that he was first and last a 
faithful National Socialist, one could almost hear Starke splutter- 


ing as he remarked: 


“Please give Herr Wallenstein an opportunity to explain his 
National Socialism...That the Party-members have been faithful to 
you [Becker] and to our Fuehrer goes without saying. To insist on it 


must be regarded as tactless." 


Starke never appealed against his internment. Like Becker, he 
chose silence as the preferred weapon. His deportation was carried 
out at the same time and on the same ship as Becker's. 


One Opinion 


When Frankie Drake, himself an internee at Tatura No.1A 
Camp, was interviewed in early 1946 before his release. he as 
asked his opinion about Starke and Wilhelm Friedrich (Will 
Abel. He thought that they were both thorough Nazis and | A | 
to live in any country, let alone Australia. We do not h z 
of his opinion of his old friend Becker, assuming he was eve ed 

r asked. 
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Starke was full of self-importance yet was tormented by his 
own sense of martyrdom. He forever lurked in the murk of the 
times, waiting for an opportunity. He was a Party wannabe who 
never quite made it. It seemed, however, that he always had the 
confidence of prominent AO officials and Admiral Menche was 
supposed to have contacted Starke personally on his Incognito visit 
to Australia to dissolve the Landeskreis in 1936. 

During his internment Starke was noted to be still carrying on 


Party activities in Tatura Camp. 


Abel 


Abel was born at Rheinland in Essen, Germany on the 22nd 
of February 1902. He arrived in Port Adelaide aboard the 
Leineburg just two months after Becker on the 27th of November 
1927. According to Security, he was suspected of having been a 
member of the SA (i.e. a Brownshirt) in the early 1920s. It was 
also believed that he had become converted to Nazism when he 
had served as one of Hitlers guards during the latters stay in 
Landsberg Prison after the failed Munich putsch of 1923. 

Abel was interned on the same day as Becker and was finally 
released on the 12th of February 1946. 

He had lived in several places — among them Tanunda, Port 
Germein, Yacka and Adelaide — before settling down in Birdwood, 
a small town in the Adelaide Hills which (before the First World 
War's spate of name changes) had been known by the German 
name of Blumberg. He had married a woman from Yorke Peninsula 
on Christmas Eve of 1930. They had two children. 

Abel was a baker by trade and enjoyed a reputation as a hard 
worker. He got into debt difficulties but rehabilitated himself 
financially and was running a good medium-sized business at the 
time of his internment. 

In 1937 he had applied for the admission to Australia of his 
younger brother Max. A number of character references were need- 
ed for that exercise. He obtained one from the Head Teacher at the 
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Birdwood High School who asserted that: 


Mr Abel is a good living man [sic] with sound morals and tem- 
perate habits and attends his church regularly. Mr Abel is a loyal, law- 
abiding citizen...” 


Á ) à sys ^ d A d 

A Police Sergeant from Gumeracha, a nearby town, said much 
the same thing. 

Inspector Williams of the Investigation Branch in Adelaide 
had the carriage of the inquiry and personally interviewed Abel. 


He concluded: 


"[Abel] is not regarded favourably at Birdwood where he has 
resided for a little over two years, nor did he impress me favorably 
upon interview. ..prior to taking up his residence in Birdwood he was 
in business as a baker in Carrington Street, Adelaide, with one named 


Schmidt, and that his financial dealings with Schmidt were regarded 
as "shady ." 


Abel had made no mention in his interview of his bad debt sit- 
uation in the past. 

Despite the Inspectors best efforts, Abel did succeed in getting 
his brother Max admitted to the country, arriving on board the 
Mosel on the 17th of February 1939. When Abel was interned 


seven months later so was Max. 


Appeal 


Abel lodged an appeal against his internment and gave evi- 
dence on the 13th of May 1941. 


Abel was shown one of the photographs and he was asked: 


“Q: Where was that taken? 

A: In Tanunda, on the road from Tanunda at Gomersal. That is all th 
members [of the Party] we had at the time. | B 
Q: Is not Dr. Becker there? 

A: No, he took that photo I think. 

Q: That was somewhere about 1933 or 1934, was it? 

A: That might have been during 1934.” | D 
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During his internment Abel was known by the authorities to 
be a member of the “basher gang”, as well as a participant in Party 
matters and ceremonies in the Camp. 

In his own evidence in 1945 Becker had this to say: 


“Q: You asked Willi Abel to become a member [of the Party]? 

A: He was a patient of mine. He came and spoke to me. I may have 
asked him; I will not deny that, but he came to see me first. You must 
understand that I did not know where the people were living. I did 
not go to their houses and say, “Now come and join the Party.” 
Usually these people spoke to me and were interested in things. Abel, 
for instance, joined the Party before I was the Administrator...” 


Deportation? 


At the Aliens’ Deportation hearing held late in 1945, Mr 


Justice Simpson wrote of Abel: 


“In my opinion, it is neither necessary nor advisable to deport 
this man and I see no reason why he should not be released. He has 
always been a strong German and a member of the Nazi Party, but his 
present position might be summed up in his own words in relation to 
his loyalty to Germany: Two lost wars should be enough for any 


» 


man. 


Given what happened to other known Nazi Party members, 
this seemed to be an arbitrary and peculiar reason for not recom- 
mending Abel's deportation. On the Judge’s own logic, would not 
two lost World Wars be enough for all of the men? Yet others less 
fortunate than Abel were deported for dubious reasons — or the 
lack of them. 

Besides, if Abel had been a German Storm Trooper and a mem- 
ber of the Camp’s basher gang, why should he have been considered 
to be a fit and proper person to remain in Australia? Dr Becker cer- 
tainly had no history of violence, except on its receiving end. 

By the time he was released, Abel's wife and two children (aged 
14 and 12) had long departed the State and were living in 
Queensland. She had reclaimed her Australian. nationality: the 
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marriage was at an end. 

In May 1948 he was working as a pastry cook and residing at 
Seppeltsfield in the Barossa Valley when he lodged an application 
for naturalisation. This was opposed by the Gumeracha Sub- 
Branch of the Returned Sailors, Soldiers and Airmen’s League: 


“Prior to the war Abel was a resident of Birdwood, and on the 
declaration of war with Germany he was interned which in itself is 
sufficient evidence that he was acting here as a German agent [sic] 
and no doubt working in close collaboration with the chief Nazi 
agent in Australia Dr Becker... Knowing the attitude of these agents, 
the reason for which they were here, and the damage they may have 
caused our war effort had they had the chance, it is felt enemy agents 
such as these were, should not be allowed to remain in this country 
and enjoy the Freedom and Peace that cost the lives of so many of our 


Comrades to preserve. E 


In October of that year, Abel was advised that the former secu- 
rity objection to his application no longer applied. 
By then, though his marriage was over, his two children had 


resumed living with him. 


Bartsch 


Ernst Walter (Wally) Bartsch was finally released from Tatura 
No.1A Camp on the 18th of December 1944, having been arrest- 
ed on Tuesday the 5th of September 1939. His was a conditional 
release to enable him to be employed by the Civil Aliens Corps in 
South Australia. 

He had been initially detained at Gladstone Transit Camp and 
released on parole until the 17th of February 1940, when a second 
warrant for his detention was issued and he was rearrested. The 
second action against Bartsch was no doubt prompted by the 
recent emergence of the evidence of the photographs. 
quse M dr b ien 

pprenticeship as an automotive engineer dur- 


ing the First World War. Bartsch arrived in Adelaide from 


Prussia 
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Hamburg as a seaman on the Magdeburg on the 23rd of November 
1927. He deserted ship. 

He had worked up to the War as a motor mechanic, toolmak- 
er and die-tester and was working with Kelvinator when he was 
interned, He had married a woman from Lobethal in 1936 and in 
that year their daughter was born. He was made a member of the 
Nazi Party in late 1932. 

Bartsch had applied for naturalisation just prior to the War 
but it was refused because of the pending European situation. 

His wife wrote to Intelligence two months after his second 


detention complaining: 


“my home conditions have been affected by my husband’s 
_..internment, and also my health on account of heart trouble, and 
other ailments I am unable to go to work we also have a little girl 
three years of age. | was dependent on my husband’s earnings for my 


living and it is very hard for me...” 


There was no reply. 


The Historian 


Bartsch was an appalling historian. When he was rearrested in 
1940 he immediately denied to the police officer, who was execut- 
ing the warrant, that he had ever been a member of the Party. He 
was shown a copy of the photographs of the eight men at Tanunda 
and he denied that he was in the group. 

Bartsch appealed against his detention and came before the 
No.4 Aliens Tribunal in Victoria on the 13th of May 1941. 

His testimony on the photographs was markedly slippery. 

Mr Gillard was counsel for the Minister for the Army. 

After some preliminary skirmishing, the questioning went as 


follows: 
“Q: What was that photograph? 


A: So far as I remember I think it was taken somewhere on the road, 


I do not remember when it was taken 
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Q: What road do you think it was taken at the side of? 
A: I do not know 

Q: You have got no idea? 

A: No 

Q: What is the group supposed to represent? 

A: I could not tell you, it was only a little picnic, so far as | know 
Q: What kind of a picnic? 

A: We just came together and made a picnic, | went to the picnic 
Q: Do you know what picnic tt was? 

A: No, just à picnic 

Q: It was not a Sunday School picnic? 

A: I would not say that 

Q: What sort of picnic was it? 

A: Just an ordinary picnic 

Q: Who invited you to go along? 

A: I do not know who invited me 

Q: You have got no idea? 

A: No 

Q: Have a look at those gentlemen and will you tell me from right to 
left the names of the various persons there? 

A: I do not know the first gentleman 

Q: Who is the next? 

A: It looks like Starke; I do not know the next chap 

Q: Who is the next? 

A: It looks like Wallenstein 

Q: Who else? 

A: The next one looks like Abel 

Q: It is Abel, is it not? 

A: Yes 

Q: Who is the next? 

A: That is myself 

Q: Who is next? 

A: I do not know him, I cannot remember who it was 
Q: Who is the last one? 

A: The last one looks like Bohlens 


Q: Where did the Nazi flag come from? 
A: I do not know 

Q: Did it belong to you? 

A: No 


Q: Who took the photograph? 
A: I do not know, I have got no idea 


Q: Whoever took the 


Ket photograph, where was it at? 
: 1 cannot remember 


Where it was. 
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Q: What were you going to do? 

A: Just an afternoon drive 

Q: What did you go in? 

A: In a motor car 

Q: How many motor cars did you have? 
A: I could not say exactly 

Q: Did you have a motor car? 


A: No 


Q: But supposing you were not [a prisoner of war] whom would you 


like to see win the war? 
A: That is a very unfair question, I think 


THE CHAIRMAN: I think that is a very invidious question 
MR. GILLARD; A very difficult one to answer 
THE CHAIRMAN; ‘Have you ceased beating your wife?" 


The Tribunal reported: 


*[Bartsch] states that he desires to remain in Australia and make 
it his home. We were, however, not impressed with the candour of his 
evidence and consider that he has not discharged the onus resting 
upon him of satisfying us beyond reasonable doubt that it is advisable 
for him to be released." 


His gaolers had described his character as “sullen, morose’. 

In May 1946 Bartsch renewed his application to be natu- 
ralised. The authorities decided that consideration of it should be 
deferred for a time to enable Bartsch to prove himself worthy of 
receiving British nationality. 


Bohlens 


Olaf (or sometimes Oluf) Bohlens was born on the 5th of 
June 1905 in Elmshorn, Schleswig-Holstein (near Hamburg) 
Germany. He had arrived on the SS Magdeburg on the 27th of 
October 1927 at Port Adelaide, or a little under one month after 
Becker. He, like Bartsch, deserted ship. 

Bohlens gave his initial occupation as that of mechanic; when 
he was interned it was described as a toolmaker. His name had been 
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included in one of the lists found in Sydney in Arthur Wolf's flat. 

Bohlens was a solidly built man who stood 175cm (or 5'10”). 
He was described as having dark brown, wavy hair of “silky fine 
texture” and had rounded features, which probably prompted his 
nickname “Baby”, and: 


"...has own teeth, quantity of gold fillings, most gold in upper 
right jaw.” 


Bohlens was interned on the same day as Becker and, like him, 
went from Keswick to Gladstone Gaol and thence to Tatura. He 
was finally released unconditionally on the 7th of March 1946, four 
months before Becker. He had joined the Party in October 1932. 

In early August 1948 he applied for naturalisation and 
favourable consideration was given to his application in late 1949, 


after a deferral for a year to enable him to prove his aspired loyal- 
ty. As Security observed: 


“Although Bohlens has not come under any adverse notice since 
his release, there is no doubt that he was a very active and leading 
member of the Nazi Party in South Australia...” 


It was noted that for a time he had been the cashier of the 
Adelaide branch and had been reported in Die Bruecke as holding 
the office of political leader of the Party in Australia — the latter of 
which Bohlens always denied, as it effectively labelled him as one 
of Becker’s direct successors. 

Security observed of him: 


cC 
z Among the Party-members in good positions to supply indus- 
trial information were O. Bohlens, who returned to Germanv in 1934 


to at Iti 
v a course for political leaders, and was subsequently 
employed at General-Motors-Holden as a tool-maker.” 


Like Becker, Bohlens always denied the charge of ever having 


attended a Fuehrerschyle on his return to German 
y. 


In August 1949 he Was 
| shown to have had 
with a ad steady emp] 
manufacturing company, whose officials und thes 
tnat 
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they would be very reluctant to lose his services; he had assisted in 
the design and manufacture of a new type of Australian two-stroke 
car engine. 

It was further shown that Bohlens was intending to marry an 
Australian-born girl who had been employed as a typist by a South 
Australian Federal Senator, but had lost her job when the Senator 
was informed about her association with Bohlens. 


As for Bohlens himself: 


“There is of course, rather strong evidence that he was a true 
German at heart during the war period but, to use his own words, he 


has now seen the light." 


Between October 1934 and May 1935, Bohlens had left sud- 
denly to return to the homeland. He paid his way by signing on as 
a member of the crew of the Franken at Port Adelaide, returning in 
a similar capacity aboard the Ormonde. He had left in such haste 
that he had not taken the trouble to arrange his return permit, 
which he had to organise on arriving back in Australia at 
Fremantle. The reason for the precipitate departure is unclear but 
it seems to have been a family matter back home. 

In April 1931 Bohlens had become the father of a daughter. 
He never married the Australian mother but reliably paid his 10/- 
per week to the Welfare Department. 


Deportation? 


Like Becker and Starke, Bohlens never lodged an objection 
against his internment. 

He did appear before Mr Justice Simpson at the Aliens 
Deportation hearings in ‘Tatura, two days before Becker, on 
Monday the 26th of November 1945. In his evidence he told how 
he was a member of the German Club but never of the Bund. He 
had considered applying for naturalisation as early as 1936 but did 
not pursue it further for personal reasons. 

Though he wrote twice during his internment seeking to be 
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released on parole he was not successful. 
He was adamant that: 


T never had anything to do with getting or smuggling German 
National Socialist literature into this country in 1935. I would not say 
that I was a friend of Dr Becker. I remember a photograph being 
taken of a number of people round a tree with a swastika flag round 
the tree. I was in that photograph.” 


When asked if Dr Becker was there too, or if he took the pho- 


tograph, Bohlens replied: 


“No, not to my knowledge.” 


It is mysterious that he should have mentioned both Becker 
and the photograph virtually in the same sentence, for no appar- 
ent reason, and then denied that Becker was present. Could it have 
been that, out of some sense of loyalty, he was instinctively protect- 
ing the old leader? 

As to why he had joined the Party, Bohlens said that he had 
Grst heard of its existence when he received a letter from Dr Becker 
asking Bohlens to see him; he complied and attended with four or 
Gve others and heard Becker talk about the new Party: 


“What really induced me to join was that [Becker] told us that 
quite a number of men who had positions in the party were men who 
had been abroad, particularly in England and the English colonies. I 
had been here for about four years and had learnt a great deal and had 
seen the difference between the general attitude and atmosphere at 
home and here. I thought that if anyone could introduce a new spir- 
it at home, it would probably be those men who had been abroad." 


The initial enthusiasm waned when certain things started to 
happen before Bohlens went home in October 1934: 


"[The Party] were trying to compel us to attend Party meetings 
and said we should not buy from Myers because there was Jewish cap- 
ital there. I considered it was childish.” 


The mention of M 
yers 15 curious because, among Becker’s 
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proved creditors during his bankruptcy, was the Myer Emporium 
in Adelaide, which was owed £1/1/9. 
As to the German policy of anti-Semitism, Bohlens remarked: 


“you can only go by personal experience. The man who first 
gave me a job was an old German Jew who was very friendly with me 
afterwards. I was proud to be a friend of his. 


Mr Justice Simpson discussed the evidence and concluded: 


“This man was a deserter from a ship. He arrived here in 1927 
and went back to Germany in 1934. He was appointed a Deputy 
Camp Leader by the internees at a stage when such an appointment 
would in my opinion most certainly indicate that he was in the views 
of his fellow internees a staunch Nazi. Nevertheless he left me with 
the impression that he was not a pronounced Nazi. He said he did not 
intend to be naturalised in 1939 because the war clouds were too 
heavy, leaving me with the impression that had it not been for the 
imminence of war he would have been naturalised. He is on friendly 
terms with an Australian woman whom he wants to marry, and was 
supporting a female illegitimate child born in Adelaide of another 
woman. I have to report that it is neither necessary nor advisable that 


he should be deported." 


Becker had arrived lawfully in this country and had a lawful 
wife and two legitimate children; but those factors did not seem to 
carry quite as much weight for him. 

And Intelligence had described Bohlens as Beckers right hand 
man and "without a doubt a very staunch Nazi’. 


He was also described by an officer of the Internment Camp: 


“Does not inspire confidence. Behaviour during internment has 


been good." 


He had a brother, Kalli, who served in the German army and 
wrote to Bohlens in the twilight of the War in January 1945. His 
naive faith in a doomed future creates a chilling, sad sense: 


“Under the leadership of the last war we would undoubtedly 
have surrendered our arms by now. This time the male population 
from 16 to 60...rallies around in the Volksturm and the whole popu- 
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lation fights tooth and nail until final victory has been achieved; that 
is National Socialism carried to its final consequence. 


Bohlens' jailers assessed him as a “very reticent man”. There is 
no doubt that he was a competent and industrious engineer and 
was Well liked by any person who employed him. | | 

In September 1949, the former security objection to Bohlens 
application for naturalisation was waived. By then, he was working 
for a manufacturing company in Adelaide. His conduct: 


“has been exceptionally good. He has not commented regarding 
; ; on. 
the war or evinced any resentment in any way regarding his inte 
. » 
ment or political matters so far as is known... 


Bock 


Even though Wilhelm Herbert Bock, known as Willy, does 
not appear in the photographs, the story of his internment and 
treatment at the hands of the Australian authorities deserves to be 
separately heard. His was also a cautionary tale though a very dif- 
ferent one. 

Willy was born on the 16th of August 1908 at Bromberg, 
Posen in Germany. He arrived at Port Adelaide in October 1926 
on the SS Essen. He went back to Germany and visited England 
between July and December 1931. 

Willy had worked in several jobs in Adelaide and on the Yorke 
Peninsula since his arrival. He was a single man and had hardly 
ever been out of work. 

In July 1939 he applied for naturalisation, but with the out- 
break of war that was deferred. Shortly after the war started, 
Intelligence had recommended that he not be granted a certificate 
because he was an enemy alien who had visited Germany about 
1935 and again in 1938, both of which assertions were incorrect: 


“His statements and demeanor 
after the outbreak of War he bec 
hotel where he is employed. Vio 


are aggressively pro Nazi. Shortly 


ame involved in an altercation at the 


lent exception was taken to his anti- 


S AZ p 


Oe 


The Hitler Club ———— 
British utterances, and he was chased from the hotel.” 


He settled into his longest span of employment with the Leahy 
family, especially at the St Vincent Hotel at Glenelg (nowadays 
known as the Jetty Hotel) where he worked as a waiter, barman 
and steward from October 1928 until he was arrested on the Sth 
of June 1940. 


At Glenelg 


In 1938 Count Felix von Luckner — the First World WA: 
German naval man whose feats of derring-do and exploits in the 
Atlantic and Pacific theatres had made him a national hero — came 
to Adelaide. 

This was part of a world tour which took the famous Sea Devil 
(Seeteufel) back to his old haunts in the Atlantic Ocean and the 
South Pacific, including both Australia and New Zealand. 

The costs of the von Luckner journey were partially defrayed 
by both Hitler and Himmler personally as well as the Nazi Party. It 
was seen by the Party to be a superb propaganda opportunity for 
the New Germany and a reminder to the world of recent past glo- 
ries of German military achievements. In a limited sense, von 
Luckner was to be an envoy of the Third Reich. But through the 
eyes of Australian Intelligence, the Count was merely another Nazi. 

At the invitation of the publican, who had a good nose for 
publicity, the Count stayed at the St Vincent Hotel. Willy Bock 
got talking to his illustrious guest who presented him with an auto- 
graphed photograph of himself. It became one of Willy’s prized 
possessions. 

It may be recalled that Krawinkel, Fritz Homburg and Monsy 
Schulz were, at various times and places, responsible for ushering 
the Count around the German-speaking areas of the State. Monsy, 
a film enthusiast had also taken extensive moving picture footage of 
von Luckner' tours at Glenelg and in Tanunda. 
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Friends 


Willy was both a frequenter and member of the German Club. 
Despite Becker's personal and strenuous attempts to get him to 
join, Willy was not and never had been a member of the Nazi Party. 

He did not appear to circulate in a wide social network. 
Among his few friends were the Molkenthien brothers Georg and 
Eric Emil. They were German nationals, members of the German 
Club and suspected of being members of the Nazi Party. 

Strangely, Georg and Eric Emil had differently spelled sur- 
names — attributed by them to either a clerical mistake by the hos- 
pital or a drunken father at the time of his registering one of their 
births. 

The brothers and Willy bought a vacant block of land in the 
suburb of Seaton Park; there was a shed on the block where the 
brothers lived and a garden of vegetables. Georg and Eric Emil 
were already under police surveillance when Willy turned up at the 
block and stayed with them. 

The police officer noted that Willy was a known Nazi sympa- 


thiser. The basis for that suspicion was never stated. The garden: 


* s a starvation concern, not sufficient to keep a horse, less a 


living being..." 


He also took down the registration details of a car that had 
been regularly visiting the block, accompanied by two very fash- 
ionably dressed women. 


The officer concluded: 


It appears to me to be most strange for these two men who are 
living in a shed on their block of land being joined by another who 
lives with them and who is a Nazi sympathizer...and to be visited by 
two fashionable women in a Ford V8 sedan.” 


Willy had a girlfriend, a Miss Norah Dohnhardt, who had the 
Delysia hairdressing salon at 38 Jetty Road, Glenelg. The Ford V8 


sedan was hers. 
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On the 19th of June 1940, an informer relayed to Intelligence 
that Norah had confided to another person, in a moment of men. 
tal stress, that she was worried about Bock. Bock had told her that 
he had been approached by members of the Fifth Column and had 
been asked to join them. It was reported: 


“They had threatened that if he did not join the party he would 
be tried and shot after Germany had won the war. The name of Dr 
Becker was mentioned as the leader of the group, but I cannot under- 
stand this as I was under the impression that Dr Becker was 
interned... This confidence, indiscreetly made, was passed on, by the 
person who received it from Miss Dohnhardt, to a close friend of 
mine." 


Two years later Miss Dohnhardt was herself being watched by 
the Police Special Branch. 

She had left her hairdressing business in charge of a manager, 
informing clients that on account of a nervous breakdown she 
needed to have a holiday. Instead, she was suspected of subversive 
activities by working in a munitions factory under an assumed 


name. Nothing ever came of that. 


Stirling Matthias 


Willy and the Molkenthiens were arrested on the 5th of June 
1940. For Willy, it had been only a fortnight since he was asked to 
leave the hotel. 

He lodged an appeal against his internment which was heard 
by the No.4 Aliens Tribunal in Melbourne in May 1941. He was 
unsuccessful. 

He was asked if either of the brothers Molkenthien was a Nazi 
and Willy, quite reasonably, replied: 


“I came here to object against my internment, not to give evi- 
dence against or for other people.” 


He then told how he came to lose his long time employment. 
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There was a patron of the pub, one Stirling Matthias, who had 
become à Hun-baiter. It started as harmless ribbing but one day 
Matthias said to Willy that if war were to come he would get him 
interned, 

On another occasion, when he was inebriated as he frequent- 
ly was, Matthias said to two other patrons that they should not 
come into the bar when there was a German servant present. 


Willy shortly spoke to Matthias: 


“Listen to me, I do not mind what you say against me and to 
me, and in a place where I can talk back to you, I can give you as 
much lip as you can give me, but do not come in here and interfere 


with other people's business." 


Matthias replied: 


“I meant every bloody word I said.” 


The argument escalated and the manager of the hotel came 
downstairs to settle feelings. Matthias then proceeded to berate the 
manager as well and was evicted. 

In future, Willy tried to dodge the man but when he had to 
serve him he tried to remain civil. Eventually the owners became 
involved. The Leahys did not want Matthias harassing their staff 
and told him so, to which Matthias responded: 


* ..there is a war on and I cannot sleep at night thinking you 
have still got a German working in your place.” 


The Leahys then warned Willy to be careful when in 
Matthiass company. 

The relationship between barman and patron did not 
improve, especially after one night when Willy had moved and 
then immobilised Matthias’s car to prevent the latter driving home 
whilst drunk. Matthias openly accused him of theft. He also tried 
to blacken Willy's name with other patrons and guests. 

Mr. Leahy finally spoke to Willy and admitted that he did not 


know what to do. The problem was only going to get worse and the 


229 








Ine Hiller Club ————— 


mischief-minded Matthias was on a mission to satisfy his grudge 
Willy made the decision — which was clearly implied from M; 
Leahys words and conduct - to leave the hotel's employ. 


The autographed photo of von Luckner was found in Willy's 
possession when the arrest warrant was executed. It was autographed: 


“Holdfast, Willy Bock, look into the sun” 


It was given in appreciation of Willy’s steward services to the 
Count. Finally, Willy had not become naturalised because he did 
not want to be called up for military service in Australia and dis- 
tance was his saviour as far as German war service was concerned. 


When Willy had retired from the room at the completion of 
his evidence, the following extraordinary exchange occurred 
between a member of the Tribunal and counsel: 


MR GILLARD: I think this fellow Bock is very obnoxious and is just 
the type to get into a quarrel, with the kind of man that we in this 
community call a rat bag...he is a typical German displaying a com- 
bative arrogant spirit. 


MR. FREEMAN: What we describe as Prussianism. 


MR. GILLARD: Yes. I think this man would talk his way into trou- 
ble in any company... admit that on the dossier the Minister's case 
Is very weak, there is nothing much in it. 


The Tribunal's considered final recommendation read: 


... [Willy] professes to be a free thinker and a pacifist. He is 
voluble, argumentative, and assertive, and, according to his own evi- 
dence lost his position in the hotel in May 1940 because of com- 
plaints which were (he asserted, unjustly) m 


ade to his employer and 
other persons concerning his pro-German 


sentiments. He is not a 
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member of any German Party or club [a finding that was contrary to 
Willys own admissions] but associates with known Nazi supporters. 

He refused to answer questions regarding his conduct and asso- 
ciliates in the Internment Camp. He would, we think, be likely to 
cause dissensions and unrest in the community by reason of his pro- 
clivities for argument and assertion.” 


Counsel had seriously underestimated the strength of his own 
case after all! 

The lack of any solid factual foundation to either Gillard’s 
comments or the Iribunal’s recommendations, and the sheer big- 
otry and carelessness of the reasoning is more akin to what one 
might have expected from the Gestapo, or the KGB, than from a 
justice system operating in a democracy. But then this was war and 
duplicity was officially sanctioned. 

As the historian Dr Harmstorf has observed: 


"At their best the tribunals had an Alice in Wonderland quality 


about them; at their worst they could have come straight from 


Kafka." 


In May 1945 the final official restrictions on Willy were lift- 
ed: at the time he was working under the supervision of the Woods 


and Forests Department in the States south-east. 


When one analyses how the Aliens Tribunals operated, one can 
admire Dr Becker and others for possessing the wisdom of not 
allowing themselves to be exposed to the indignity of it all. The 
artifice of a quasi-judicial legal process could not hide the predeter- 
mined and arbitrary nature of its outcomes. No justice seemed bet- 
ter than the rough justice that was being handed out. 


Von Luckner (1881-1966) 


Count Felix von Luckner’s visit had been a serious problem for 
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many of the South Australian internees. He was like Brer Fox’s Tar 
Baby, from which none who met him could escape. 

During his short stay in Adelaide he was a special guest at a 
number of civic functions which were attended by leading South 
Australian citizens. The Mayor of Glenelg and several Members of 
Parliament (including Herman Homburg) were present and the 
Count later gave a lecture at the University of Adelaide. An extrav- 
agant dinner dance was held at the Hotel St Vincent at which more 
than 100 people, including public dignitaries, attended. But gen- 
erally, in contrast to the Americans who welcomed the Count and 
Countess most hospitably, the Antipodeans: 


*[w]ere infuriated and argued among themselves as to whether 
he should be allowed to visit their country — let alone speak publicly 
there. Hitlers Azschbluss...was under way in Europe and antiGerman 
and antiNazi sentiments were on the rise. The thought of sending a 
widely known German public figure out to a member of the British 
Commonwealth at such a time was folly on the part of the Reich." 


Wherever he went in Australia he aroused suspicions that he 
was spying. He met with protests from some groups including 
unions. But worst of all, when he spoke publicly he did not toe the 
Nazi line! He called Stalin a fool at the very time the Reich was 
seeking to cultivate the Red Czar’s alliance. He made ill-considered 
comments about the Japanese; he claimed not to fully support 
Hitler although the Count thought he had done good things for 
Germany and he talked to nervous people about Germany's resur- 
gence as a world power. 

In short, von Luckner’s tour down under was a diplomatic 
fiasco for the Reich. The German Foreign Office had to mop up 
after his gaffes and: 


"[u]pon his return to Germany, von Luckner assumed that he 
was going to be welcomed back by the Reich with open arms. The real- 
ity couldnt have been further from the truth. The Reich filed charges 
against him, thanks to the Gestapo agent hidden in his crew, and sales 
of his books were suspended." (Endnote No. 13) 


On the 5th of July 1939, Hitler signed an order calling for the 
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Count to be tried by a Court of Honour. The principal charge 
brought against him was that he had used the cruise for self-indul- 
gence rather than to create goodwill for Germany. 

His hearing commenced shortly after the War began. It con- 
cluded with a bargain being struck, which saw the withdrawal of 
most of the charges in exchange for von Luckner’s silence. He 
refused, however, to recant either his membership of the 
Freemasons (which fact alone disqualified him in any event from 
ever being a member of the Nazi Party) or his foreign citizenships. 

His books were withdrawn from libraries and schools and he 
was relegated to obscurity, his sources of income now being severe- 


ly diminished. 


Fair Play? 


It is almost impossible to believe that British Intelligence was 
unaware of these matters relating to von Luckner’s private affilia- 
tions and to his public fall from grace. If it knew, it is equally dif- 
ficult to believe that it had not imparted this information to its 
Australian counterparts. Von Luckner was not and had never been 
a Nazi. 

If that is so, then why were these crucial facts never disclosed 
by counsel for the Army Minister to Krawinkel, Fritz Homburg, 
Monsy Schulz and Willy Bock (and whomever else) during their 
internment hearings? After all, the Security Service and the Federal 
Government relied upon a notion of guilt by association with the 
Count to incriminate several internees. 

Such a failure — whether it was deliberate or negligent — to dis- 
close the existence of crucial material facts that could assist 
internees, was not only in breach of a fundamental tenet of justice 


but also an act equating to deceit. 
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10 
Security Babble 


A rumour without a leg to stand on will get around some other way 


John Tudor 


Not surprisingly, the imminence of war and the aftermath of 
its declaration saw people's behaviour often change for the worse. 

Many were prepared to see and hear things that otherwise 
would not have engaged their time or attention, or they were pre- 
pared to interpret the facts in one light only, the one that bore the 
least benign meaning. 

Everyone, it seemed, was both very alert and alarmed. There 
were Nazis and their disciples everywhere. A sinister significance 
could be attached to things or events that may never have passed 
muster in other times. It also resulted in some families doing their 
best to tear themselves apart. It gave rise in some moments to 
absurdist comedy and provided further illustrations of the sullen 
art of A4 and his kind: most assuredly, A4 was not acting alone. 

What follows is a collection of often frothy reports received by 
the Security Service from eager amateur spies throughout South 


Australia. 


Pre-War 


Things were very different earlier in the decade. When Becker 
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had gone overseas, in November 1933 a Captain Cameron in the 
Intelligence Section in Adelaide boldly proclaimed: 


“No Nazi party has been formed here...Any attempt to form a 
Nazi Party here would fail. The matter [certain literature] originated 
from Dr J. A. [sic] Becker now in Germany but formerly of 
Tanunda.” 


This was in reply to a query about rumours of a Party starting 
up: 


“It is understood that the moving spirit in the organization is a 
man named Becker...As far as can be ascertained, the organization 
will take the form of purely a propaganda society for furthering 
German interests in Australia.” 


But as the decade progressed, surveillance of Germans was 
turning into an industry for some, none more so than the slippery, 
double-dealing Offe, codenamed A4. 

He had arranged for an acquaintance (one Bruno Forti) to 
assist him in listening to what was said at a meeting of the Hitler 
Organisation held in Tanunda on Monday 18 March 1935. An 
Executive of seven or eight men met, arriving singly and at fair 


intervals, while greeting each other with the Nazi salute: 


“With just a fleeting glimpse I saw draped on the wall a large 


German flag bearing the Hitler insignia.” 


When all were present they stood and sang Deutschland Ueber 
Alles and the Secretary (Kurt Schubert) made an enthusiastic refer- 
ence to results of German rearmament. This was greeted with 
equally enthusiastic applause. Most foreign comment by 


Australian newspapers was ridiculed in rather strong language: 


“Die verfluchten Schaafskoffe {the damned sheep heads] an, Das 


Sind alles Lugen [that is all lies], etc.” 


Next for discussion was the levy on subscriptions and one ex- 
soldier (Friedrich Heim) objected to the amount of 6/- a month 
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being submitted to Germany, though it was noted that 2/6d was 
earmarked for pamphlets, etc. Becker overruled the objection, 
reminding them of their obligation to care for their needy broth- 
ers in the Fatherland. 

It was mentioned that lantern slides and films came through 
the Consul General. 

A draft constitution of a proposed Party to be formed 
throughout the Commonwealth and the world was discussed. It 
called on all Germans to become more closely united, to bury all 
personal differences and to promulgate German sentiment. It 
exhorted them to work hard and diligently for the Deutscher Front 
movement in Germany. Branches of the Party were to be formed 
wherever there were Germans or people of German parentage. The 
Executives of branches would be unnaturalised Germans only. 
Those to be disqualified from membership were Jews and 
Freemasons. The estimated membership, when one includes places 
like China and many Pacific Islands (though the United States was 
not mentioned), would be between 30 and 40 million. 

A4 also heard the meeting mention that it would probably be 
possible to assemble approximately 1200 members for this new 
body from Tanunda and the surrounding district. 

Finally, it was relayed by A4 that feeling against France and 
England, particularly the former, was “very bitter”. It was also 
noted that “the Huns” at the meeting were: Becker, Kurt Schubert, 
Hein [sic], Goern, Kurt Hoerisch, Jacob Wiech and two 
unknowns. Pastor J.A.R. Held was also mentioned but why is not 
made clear. 

A4 signed off with a reassurance and a reminder to his superi- 
ors that he was providing excellent quality, first-hand information 
for which they should be appreciative: 

“The above report of the meeting is not hearsay or secondhand 
news, but of my own hearing and absolutely correct, without exagger- 


ation of any kind. I personally take a most serious view of all this busi- 
ness and I trust you will be seriously impressed as well." 


The man Bruno Forti, referred to earlier as A4’s accessory, was 
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an Italian who had been born in Genoa in 1902. He arrived in 
Melbourne in 1926 and gave his occupation at the time as “Chest 
Specialist”, but did not possess any formal qualifications. He lived 
for a while in Adelaide, working as an ice-cream seller, and moved 
to Tanunda in 1932 to work as a hawker. He became the tenant of 
the house where the Hitler Club held its meetings. 

For a time, Security thought of using him as another local 
agent, but it is not clear whether he joined the payroll, like Offe. 

A4 and his wife were adamant that Forti was loyally pro- 
British and anti-German. But officialdom held a different view: in 


March 1935 the police officer in charge at Tanunda had observed: 


“Forti as far as I know is associated with the Hitler move- 
ment...I have had the place [of meeting] under observations on sev- 
eral occasions but have not seen any one going there and I cannot say 
how often they meet, but I have been informed that they do not meet 
too often although, some time ago they were supposed to meet every 
Monday night but it appears that they have no regular meeting night 


» 


now. 


Unexpectedly, the same officer remarked: 


* . | have noticed that [Becker] receives a lot of mail, but as a 
medical man this is to be expected, he has a large practice and is gen- 
erally regarded as being a first class doctor." 


It was also noted that Becker tended to get his mail posted for 
him in Adelaide and that he seemed disinclined to post any in 


Tanunda if he could avoid it. 

Imagine the scene with Offe and his associates with ears and 
eyes up to the spy holes or noses pressed up against dark window 
panes, taking notes. And whenever they greeted people in the 
township, with a view to weaseling out some secret or gossip with 
which to impress their masters, they would assume their obse- 
quious, Uriah Heep personae. 

When one knew how Offe spent his time, the provenance of 
the scar on his head probably becomes clearer. 
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A seafaring brother of a German friend of A4 paid a visit to 
Tanunda. While there in a hotel front bar, he spoke disparagingly 
of Hitler and his ways. He did this so openly word got back, 
according to A4, to Becker and Goern who reported the incident 
to Germany. On returning to Germany, according to A4’s story, 
the seafarer was arrested and given a spell in gaol. 


A4 was not the only vigilante. But it should not be overlooked 
that A4 was energetically engaged in delivering his unique brand 
of intelligence to the Military authorities from as early as 1935. In 
particular he collected representative pamphlets and fliers of a pro- 
pagandist nature and forwarded them on. 

In what was obviously the template for later documents gener- 
ated by Security as briefing notes, A4 scrutinised and reported on 
nearly every conceivable social activity in Tanunda. He took a spe- 
cial interest in the Rifle Clubs, the Tanunda Club, Fritz Homburg 
and Dr Juttner [whether the Elder or the Younger is not clear]. 

In one of his earliest bulletins, referred to earlier, dispatched in 


longhand he told of the “Hitler Club of Aust.”: 


“Johann Heinrich Becker (Dr?) is the reputed head of the Hitler 
movement in Australia; this man is a very "oily" type and bears great 
sway with most Germans both local and imported. Becker is in the 
habit of meeting overseas German boats, he is very popular with offi- 
cers of the “Mosel” and her sister ships. He fought in the German 
army in the late war. I have heard him state that Germany will be 
quite ready for war in 1936 and also that war will undoubtedly be 
brought about in that year... The big difficulty is the Australian born 
and the naturalized Germans...their attitude towards Australia seems 
loyal enough, but when England is mentioned their whole attitude 
alters and an undercurrent of antagonism is noticeable, more perhaps 
of a scoffing nature.” 


A4 stated that in an untenanted house near his, in a quiet 
street, were 10 or 12 piano cases stated by the owner to contain 
pianos. They had not been opened for many years and the owner 
had shown at times considerable concern as to their safety. But no 
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apparent effort had been made to dispose of them, nor had they 
been inspected for condition, etc. The possibility existed that they 
may have contained arms and ammunition. 

It was suggested to A4 that he should make discreet inquiry to 
see if they were insured; if so, they would probably be what they 
purported to be. A4 said he would do so but the result remain: 
unrecorded. 

Before long all types of amateur moles were sending off their 
snippets and scuttlebutt to the authorities. These included A45 
twenty year old son William — a chip off the old block — who, 
shortly after the outbreak of War, wrote to Security a letter that 
complained of the Lutheran ministers sowing excellent seeds of 
German loyalty and the subversive nature of Tanundas Liedertafel 
He reserved his bitterest criticism for the internees: 


“And why, my dear sir, do not the interned people be put to pick 
and shovel work under guard. Why feed them for nothing. They are 
rotten traitors. A daughter of an interned Hitlerite found work in a 
Tanunda store while Australian girls go without. Germans come to 
Tanunda and Dagoes too and get work before we do. Why — because 
this district is a damned hot-bed of German sympathisers.” 


His avowed remedy was the closure of all German schools, the 
prohibition of the use of the German language in the Churches 
(“If we cant worship in English, there is something wrong), the 
deportation of all German nationals and the restoration of all 
English place-names. 

A person calling himself "An Indignant Australian" informed 


Security: 


"In one town in our State which was settled over 100 years ago, 
[presumably Tanunda again] the national language of the home, the 
streets, the club, the church, and to some extent the school is 
undoubtedly German. Our country has been good enough for them, 
yet our language or our customs are not." 


A. different correspondent wrote, in July 1934 (at the time 


Becker was bringing his proceedings in the Supreme Court to seek 
medical registration), that some German nationals declined to 
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associate with Becker and Hitlerism. He was informed: 


“That blows were struck on one occasion when the subject was 
under discussion.” 


He went on to describe Becker’s role as a medical practition- 
er and then made the exquisite observation that Becker’s motor 
car was “ornamented with a swastika”. 

He also pointed out that some local Germans had probably 
talked too much about Hitler and committed indiscretions in pub- 
lic places with Becker being the chief offender in that regard. The 


recommendation was made: 


*...that some authority be deputed to see Dr Becker and to 
advise him that his activities and indiscretions if persisted in will 
oblige the Government to take a more particular interest in his wel- 
fare and place of abode. Discreet handling is essential.” 


In 1936 a marine pilot at Port Adelaide had a talk with an offi- 


cer on board the German ship Rendsburg, it was reported as follows: 


“Soon Germany will mop up the whole of Europe,” he said. 
“You will see, and we will clean up France first. France will get her 
pants kicked properly this time. Then we clean up Europe! Germany 


is ready now, any time. " 
“And where does Britain come into your scheme?’ | asked. 
“We have a Naval Agreement with Britain,” he replied, “but 
England, she can’t say too much to Germany. England will have to 


watch out for herself too!” 


This was said in no bragging spirit but just as a plain statement 
of fact. It was thought by Security that this vessel was responsible 
for smuggling into Australia the initial funds from the AO that 
were required to commission the Asmis newspaper Die Bruecke. 

In the same year it was revealed that the 1933 Federal Census 
figures disclosed that 73% of males of German birth, resident in 
South Australia, were naturalised British subjects. The remainder 
consisted largely of persons who had arrived after the lifting of 
restrictions in 1925. According to the Aliens records, they num- 
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bered approximately 350: 


* but it can be stated that there has been, of comparatively 
recent date, a definite revival of that spirit of pro-Germanism which 


existed prior to 1914.” 


Security noted that Becker was seen to function more effective- 
ly in Tanunda where he was surrounded by his fellow nationals. 
In early 1936 another informer was telling Security: 


“Becker is a fully qualified doctor in Germany. He is an arrogant, 
self-seeking individual who is seeking membership of the German 
Club, Adelaide. He has been seeking membership for 2 years but his 
entry has been strongly opposed because of certain remarks of his con- 
cerning the Club which appeared in a German paper in Brisbane some 
time ago. The Club is non-political but it is felt that if Becker gains 
admission it will soon cease to be non-political. He would use it to 
further the Nazi spirit and would command a following of the hot- 
heads but not the old Imperialist German. It is feared that unless care 
is taken the hot-heads on some future occasion may outvote the mod- 
erates and so enable Becker’s admission. Becker may be admitted if he 
withdraws unreservedly his Brisbane utterances and apologises.” 


In June 1936 the Collector of Customs (South Australia) 


wrote: 


“If there is any possibility of the Empire being embroiled in war 
with Germany I am of the opinion that the Tanunda district should 
receive careful attention from the Military Intelligence Officers at an 


early date." 


In the same month Federal Security were becoming interested 
in the apparent emergence of an organisation called the 
Reichskolonialbund. This body had connections with former 
German colonies which were ceded under the Treaty of Versailles, 
1919. Its role was to agitate politically for the return to the Reich 
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of those outposts of the Wilhelmine Empire. Security concluded: 


“Any branch of this organisation in existence in South Australia 
would undoubtedly be found in the Tanunda District.” 


The local police officer reported that he thought no such 
branch appeared to exist, prefacing that conclusion with: 


"I have been endeavouring to obtain information concerning the 
existence of a branch of the Reichskolonialbund but without securing 


any information whatsoever... 


An unnamed schoolteacher at Tanunda came under scrutiny. 
He was the son of a German Pastor and introduced to his classes 
the contentious issue of the reclamation of German colonies. He 
was warned twice by the State Education Department: on the sec- 
ond occasion it was for organising a student debate on the matter. 


At around the same time, one informer wrote that Becker, 


Emil Kuhri and Ernst Starke had enlisted about thirty hotheads: 


“What their ultimate aim is, I don’t know...I dont like these Jew- 
baiters. I believe they might become a danger to Australia in time.” 


In 1937 concerns were raised by a local police officer, delight- 
fully named Detective Copp, about events in Renmark where there 
was circulating a booklet, a vicious anti-Semitic tirade, called 
“Wake up Australia!” 

According to Security, this literature was probably forwarded 
by Becker himself for dissemination. This was a thirty page pam- 
phlet, selling for sixpence, which canvassed the worlds of Jewish 
banking and Bolshevism. 

Among its assertions were: 
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“1. The Jews claim to be the “Chosen People”. This claim, they 
say, gives them the right of absolute ownership of the world and the 
right of exploitation of all the rest of humanity by any means, no mat- 
ter how wicked, dishonest and immoral. The world, they claim, ts 
theirs, and all other people are contemptible and hateful. 

2. The British, lineal descendants of the House of Isracl, having 
largely abided by the terms of the Divine Covenant, have, by the 
grace of God, grown into the greatest Empire the world has ever seen 
and have become the very foundation of the edifice of 
Christianity...they are given certain privileges conditional upon them 
accepting certain great responsibilities...by protecting the weaker 
nations, by standing by to see fair play, by resisting wicked and 
immoral practices (if necessary by force of arms) and by endeavour- 
ing to persuade all mankind to accept the doctrine of Christianity." 


Dr Meier of the Renmark High School was also coming under 


scrutiny: 


“(He] appears to be a very decent type of individual and in appear- 


ance does not conform to the usual conception of the German type.” 


And another fellow was “a typical German’. If one looked a 
German type, whatever that may mean, one could not be trusted. 

Meier (a son of the Lutheran Pastor from Loxton) had visited 
Germany in 1932 and stayed for three years. While there, he 
joined the British Union of Fascists which was under the leader- 
ship of Sir Oswald Moseley, and on his return to Australia set 
about finding recruits for the Australian Union of Fascists. 

He was pleased to publish unabashed, pro-German articles in 
the local newspaper, the Murray Pioneer. He was a man of consid- 


erable intelligence who could pen: 


“Concentration camps were founded for political prisoners, not 
for the purpose of maltreating them, but to instruct them in National 
Socialistic ideals and teach them to become good citizens. For aliens, 
such as communists, etc. the concentration camps served as a means 
of segregation, to prevent further damage being done...Hitler has 
seen what a powerful instrument the press is, and as he is honest to 
the core, he will not allow it to be used as an instrument of misrepre- 
sentation, deliberate falsifying, and misleading of the masses. . there is 
no interference with the conscience. The people live in absolute free- 


dom as regards religion.” 
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It was in February 1937 that Security first gained knowledge 
of Becker's interest in the formation of a new airline. But an 
Intelligence Inspector noted (in May 1937) that he had been 
advised that Becker was leaving Australia. As a Nazi he would be 
unlikely to seek naturalisation in Australia and hence had probably 
decided to leave because his attempts to obtain registration as a 
medical practitioner had failed. 

He went on to note that he had been told there were four 
secret societies in Tanunda, but what they were and who belonged 


to them were never spelt out. 


It was observed by A4 that nothing at all was done in a public 
or official way to celebrate the Coronation of His Majesty King 
George VI in either the town or district of Tanunda. 

In July 1937 Intelligence learnt that Charlie Goers (an ex- 
internee in the First World War), Fritz Homburg and the Tanunda 
Council, supported by Hermann Homburg, were petitioning the 
State Government to permit Becker to resume his practice. 
However, it soon became quite clear that the authorities were 
determined that Becker would never again practise medicine in 


Australia. 


In September 1938 a German informant told Security that 
Becker was “a fool” and got himself into trouble with his party 
because he “was such a fanatic”. He also advised that the German 
Club was not in Nazi hands because certain leaders, including 
Henry Borchers, ensured that Nazi propaganda or Party politics 
were taboo; and Dr Seger (the Consul) did not countenance the 
activities of fanatics from the Party. 

Ironically, Dr Seger was every bit as pro-German as Becker 
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and in some ways more outwardly, rabidly Party-oriented. As with 
most of the informants this one had an uninformed, skewed view. 

In the same month the Military were put on alert regarding 
the urgent and unexplained recall of two German telephone tech- 
nicians from Australia: 


“the first sign of warlike intentions may be furnished by the 
recall of personnel, especially from countries far distant from the 
home country...all possible steps [should] be taken to arrange for the 
detection of any abnormal or hurried departure of foreign nationals, 
especially German, Italian, and Japanese, from Australia.” 


And at this time, Dr Wolfram Friedrich Seith, an Adelaide 
dentist, was reported to have claimed that he was now the South 
Australian leader of the Nazi Party; he was said to explain that 
Becker was removed from leadership because of irregularities in 
certain funds entrusted to him. Seith was said to make disparaging 
remarks against Britain, referring to that nation as “a spineless 
pup” whose word is useless and whose bonds and agreements are 
worthless because of their intense fear of Hitler. Two lift attendants 
in Seith’s North Terrace building — both were returned servicemen, 
one having lost an arm and the other a leg — had had to listen to 


his tirades day in and day out. 


Intelligence was told that Dr Seger had sought to dissuade a 
German national from the latter’s avowed intention to seek natu- 
ralisation. When his efforts proved fruitless, Seger asked the man 
to make a statement and when the latter declined to do so, Seger 
warned him that everything he had told Seger would be recorded 
(implying that it would be forwarded to Germany). 

In early 1938 A4 reported that when Becker was deposed he 
had been ordered to send to Sydney and Arthur Wolf in particular 
his books of account in respect of the Winter Relief collections, 
but Becker had refused to do so. 


In a probable case of Chinese whispers, A4 mentioned that 
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misappropriation had been suspected: 


“Becker and Goern at one time handled all monies collected by 
the Nazis throughout the Commonwealth, it appears that certain 
monies have been misappropriated, and in consequence all the other 
members have been advised to forward all future contributions to the 
Sydney man. Both Becker and Goern are now disqualified from 
membership... The breakup of the Party here [Tanunda] is the reason 
for the none [sic] appearance of the Nazi pamphlets, leaflets, 
etc... Becker has said that there never has been a good Jew." 


The collapse of the Party in Tanunda must have been, initial- 
ly at least, a sad event for A4. But being ever resourceful, he trans- 
ferred his activities to Adelaide in early 1939 and took up employ- 
ment as a watch repairer in a City Emporium. His relocation did 
not staunch the output of his spying. No doubt to widen the net, 
his son went to live in Murray Bridge and reported from there. 


In November 1938 Die Bruecke carried a story which reflect- 
ed on Australian perceptions of Nazi spy activities in Australia. To 
illustrate the Nazi stranglehold on many aspects of Australian life, 
a number of quotations from other press sources were produced: 


“Nazi spies have been planted in many newspaper offices in 


Australia. 


Nazi pressure to stifle Australian radio criticism hostile to 


Germany and other Fascist Powers ts reaching a climax. 


The long arm of Hitler has now stretched out to control the 
Australian Post Office. Hitler controls Dr. Asmis, the German Consul 
General in Australia. Dr. Asmis controls the Nazi organisations in the 
Barker electorate in South Australia. And the Barker Nazis control 
Mr. Cameron (the Postmaster General). 


Australian firms are being secretly taxed by the German Consul 
General Dr. Asmis, for the upkeep of the Nazi Party in Australia. 


The local branch of the Nazi Party recently hired an aeroplane at 
Mascot. For two hours the plane traversed the coast north of Sydney, 
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while a photographer with a movie camera “shot” the coastline. 


The Nazi espionage organisation in Sydney has a secret hide-out 
in dense scrub country near Narrabeen [New South Wales]. 


Members of the Nazi Party in Australia now number 20,000. 
Hitler is sending Nazis to Australia as Jewish emigrants. 


One of the main objectives of the Nazi espionage corps in 
Australia is to sabotage the trade unions and gain control of industri- 
al and commercial activities.” 


Less than a month before the outbreak of the War, Security 
were trying to come to terms with the significance of the pro- 
German propaganda activity, in areas having a significant German 
population, which had been a source of interest for such a long 
time. In a briefing note it was remarked: 


“Here and there in the various country centres, Nazi supporters 
have developed...but generally speaking, apart perhaps from an 
admiration for the achievements of the present regime in Germany, 
they are more interested in their own immediate surroundings and 
local affairs than any political events in Europe." 


In early 1939 a German visitor to Australia returned to the 
homeland and published a book of his impressions entitled 
Kanguruhs, Kopra and Korallen (Kangaroos, Copra and Coral 
Islands). In a chapter, “Where German Grapes Grow in Australia’, 
he says that there are a few renegades and traitors in Australia i.e. 
Germans who have become good Australians, but in most places 
he found “that the fresh wind blowing from the New Germany has 
kindled the sparks to bright blazes” and: 


“The regeneration of Germany has brought honour again 
among Germans in Australia, as it has among Germans everywhere. 
The old spirit had been sunk in many cases but when I reported on 
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the aims of the New Germany I had cager listeners in all places — on 
the hills of South Australia, on the wheat-plains of Victoria, and on 
che distant bush-farms of New South Wales. These people of Baden, 
Silesia, Saxony and Prussia, some of whom have been in Australia a 
long time... have not lost the old home from their hearts.” 


With fearful hyperbole, no doubt generated by some prying, 
aspiring gumshoe, it was reported in Sydney a year before the War 
that the membership of the Nazi Party in Australia alone now 
numbered 20,000. In addition to being perfectly organised the 
local Party was in close and constant touch with a powerful branch 
in Java. 

In November 1938 Die Bruecke scoffingly retorted that as no 
orders for arrest or deportation had been made something had 


gone wrong. Either: 


“(a) Someone has perpetrated a glorious “leg-pull” with the 
[press] in which case we offer our unfortunate friends our fullest sym- 


pathy [or] 


(b) In view of the serious allegations publicly made it is rather 
strange that the Authorities have not taken any action. They are pos- 
sibly still undecided about a minor question: against whom?" 


And a Jewish refugee from Berlin told the press in Melbourne 
of the misuse of the powers of the local German Consulates: 


“We have definite proof that a few words given to the press 
about conditions in our native land, or even a few words spoken idly 
to another person, are sent to Germany in a greatly exaggerated form. 
Often brothers and sisters, and even aged relatives, have been sent to 
concentration camps because of a few words spoken carelessly 12,000 
miles away in Melbourne." 


It appeared as if every good and loyal Britisher was eavesdrop- 
ping, bloodhound-ready to denounce traitors who by then seemed 
to be in endless supply. 

On Saturday the 3rd of December 1938, a Mrs Maxwell was 


a passenger on board the coastal vessel Bitterfeld with her sixteen 
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year old son. The ship left Melbourne and Mrs Maxwell was 
bound for Adelaide and, eventually by another vessel, Durban in 
South Africa. 

Nearly twelve hours after departure the ship hove to for over 
an hour and then recommenced its voyage. While the vessel was 
stationary, lights were seen to flash at regular intervals and one, a 
powerful beam, was shone through the port-hole of her cabin. This 
unnerved Mrs Maxwell who tried to awaken her son but was 
unable to do so because he had been doped with coffee [?!] that he 
drank the night before. 

The point at which the incident occurred was in Backstairs 
Passage near Kangaroo Island. 

When Mrs Maxwell was interviewed she came across as a neu- 
rotic type. She and her son were the only passengers on board a 
ship staffed completely by Germans. It was obviously believed, but 
not said openly, that she had become overwrought. 

At the close of the interview: 


*It was learned that Mrs Maxwell's Christian [sic] name was 
Dreuschle, but there were no circumstances which suggested that she 
herself should be regarded with suspicion. Mrs Maxwell states that 
she was born of Scottish parents." 


If there were any doubts, persons had to justify their non- 
Germanness. 


It was noted that a "Foreign Legion" was working at Holdens 
Motor Body Works at Woodville consisting of between 20 and 30 
men of German nationality. This was alarming given that in time 
of war, part of Holden's plant was going to be converted for the 
purpose of manufacturing munitions. The ongoing presence of 
these Germans constituted a security risk. Among those mentioned 
were Olaf Bohlens, the Molkenthien brothers and Georg Bretag. 
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In April 1939 the Adelaide Truth newspaper brought attention 
co the German Consulate flying the Nazi flag. A rumour had been 
doing the rounds that this fact, coupled with the impending assem- 
bly of Germans in the German Club for Hitler's fiftieth birthday, 
meant that they were going to swear allegiance to the Fuehrer. 

The Club Secretary had to scotch the rumour: 


“Many of them still took an interest in what was happening in 
Germany, but beyond that they were loyal citizens of the 
Commonwealth.” 


In May 1939 reports came in that Germans at Booleroo 
Centre (a farming community over 100 miles north of Adelaide 
where the population was 50% German) had been supplied with 
arms and ammunition. Besides, German films had been shown in 
the local Hall and Nazi propaganda had found its way there. 

There seemed to be a gathering of political interest among the 
inhabitants. Both the local Pastor and a motor car dealer were sus- 
pected of having strong pro-Nazi sympathies. Intelligence was 


phlegmatic: 


“even if every German in South Australia had a rifle what real 
damage could they do to the Commonwealth (?) They may cause 
trouble to a few, but, without the necessary backing, I should say the 
German community has too much intelligence to attempt any half 
measures that could have no possibility of success.” 


This was one of the most perceptive observations made by the 
Intelligence Service. 

But that did not stop another tenderfoot from reporting on 
eldritch happenings in the hills. 

At about midnight on the 17th of July in the same year, 
Mounted Constable Finn, stationed at Booleroo Centre, noticed a 
light flashing in the sky. At first it seemed like a flash of lightning 
but when it continued to reappear he knew it was different. He 
moved by car around its apparent source, trying high ground from 
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which he saw what appeared to be a searchlight operating to the 
north-west of the town. It was a powerful light but not the same as 
a searchlight: it appeared to be a wide beam the swept the sky in an 
arc and then flash off and on. The signals — if such they were — 
seemed to be disconnected and the whole thing looked as if some- 
one was flashing a powerful light in an irregular manner. 

Finn went to another high spot together with the Primary 
School Headmaster. The light stopped at about 1 a.m. and did not 
resume. 

Finn eliminated the possibility of a farmer in that direction or 
indeed any other habitations. He also discarded the possibility of a 
cars headlights or a shooters spotlight. Later, troop movements 
were also excluded (e.g. from any Signalling Corps). 

Imagine the high intrigue of it all. The mystery went unsolved. 

In August 1939 it was alleged that while Dr Seger was in 
South Australia, he and his wife spent a holiday on Kangaroo 
Island. Upon their return, when Mrs. Seger was asked how she 
enjoyed it, she remarked that they had not been on holidays but 
on an inspection, motoring all round the island. 

On another occasion, after a trip with her husband through 
the River Murray districts, she remarked that there was only one 
bridge (at Murray Bridge) to connect the state with the east. 


The War Years 


Four days after the declaration of War there came a report of 
unrest amongst the German community at Pine Creek near Laura 
in the State’s mid-north. The problem had been that someone 
(unknown) had been disseminating Nazi propaganda in the dis- 
trict among the Australian German population. Nazi badges had 
also been seen worn by certain individuals, to the chagrin of older 
folk. A German pastor from ‘Tanunda [Held?] was the main sus- 
pect. Despite the unrest, there still appeared to be a strong pro- 


Nazi feeling in the area. 
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Charlie Goers, the Clerk of the Tanunda District Council, and 
Fritz Homburg were heard to utter words of disaffection in a meet- 
ing of the Council when one of their number moved that the 


Council should obtain a photograph of the new monarch King 
George VI. Goers allegedly said: 


“You can do what you like but if you get one, hang the bugger 
up there (indicating the wall behind him) as I don’t want to look at 


the bugger.” 


And Fritz followed up with: 


“Well, gentlemen, you can do what you like but I dont think we 
have ever got anything out of him." 


Only a fortnight before the War, Security were made aware by 
an informer in South Gawler that a considerable number of arms 
and ammunition were secreted somewhere between Lyndoch and 
Tanunda. At that time, too, another snooper told how the major- 
ity of residents in Tanunda and Kapunda wore swastikas and made 
it uncomfortable for those who did not. Indeed one man, visiting 
relatives in Tanunda, found shwashtankers |sic| hanging on their 
breasts and the Nazis already dividing up the farms of the non- 
Nazis — on paper at least — against the day that they would be able 
to occupy them in fact. 


In May 1940 it was time for A4’s wife, Minnie Offe, to have 
her day in the sun. She decided to write to the Military authorities 
to spill the beans on several townsfolk in Tanunda. 


One target was Monsy Schulz: another was employed by a 
firm of solicitors and was in her eyes a genuine Nazi. 


Minnie’s kerbside exchange with this man’s wife went as follows: 
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“Wife: You cannot say to me what you think of Hitler, more so in this 
town (Tanunda). My husband and I have the very deepest respect for 
Hitler and his ideals, and I really do not know what my husband 
would say if he knew that I tolerated such impudence, from you with 
regards to Nazism and Herr Hitler.” 


Minnie wrapped up the letter with: 


"I will admit I baited her in calling Hitler a dirty little house- 


painter with filthy morals ideals [sic] 


and signed off: 


“Round ‘em up Captain 
Yours for Democracy 


Minnie Offe” 


In July 1940 an informer from Springton wrote to Security, on 
information received from a returned soldier with a German name 
(who surely had to be A4) that papers left behind by the (then) 
interned Becker were in the possession of Homburgs, solicitors in 
Tanunda. The mischievous incriminator had suggested that 
Security should “secretly journey” to their office and demand 
inspection of the solicitors’ safe: 


“...there may or may not be evidence of what they intended to 
do to stir up trouble in this our British Country.” 


Regular nighttime gatherings of Germans were observed at 
Gomersal, the small settlement west of Tanunda. They were often 
heard to be enthusiastically singing Deutschland Ueber Alles and 
Die Wacht am Rhein (The Watch on the Rhine, another patriotic 
anthem). 

And South Kilkerran, another small farming community and 
outlying settlement on Yorke Peninsula, was considered by 
Security to be a “hot-bed” of Nazism. In August 1940, two 
Lutheran Pastors were reported for saying prayers for Hitler in 
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their Churches. Others, parishioners, were labeled as “dyed in the 
wool Huns”. The informants, two brothers from the locale and 
who were both in the Royal Australian Air Force Reserve, even 
went to the trouble of drawing a map of the area depicting where 
each of the persons reported on, and who bore German surnames, 
lived in relation to the others. 

Nor had the situation apparently improved at South Kilkerran 
two years later. Considerable but unspecified subversive activity 
was reported as being centred on the German Church and school. 
German sympathisers were in the habit of meeting at different 
homes where they would wear swastikas in their buttonholes. 

In June of 1940 an informant in Lobethal — who had received 
the information from an unknown other — reported to the police 
that it was suspected that German sympathisers regularly met in a 
room connected with the radio broadcasting station 5KA. They 
ostensibly attended dances held by the station but absented them- 
selves to hold the meetings. 

This was clearly the type of qualitative proof the authorities 
required to establish subversive behaviour — and there was much 
more to come. 

In July 1940 a man from Adelaides eastern suburbs reported 
that a reliable salesman from a well-known Ford motor car dealer- 
ship had told him that at least 80% of their recent sales had been 
to people of German origin. 

A month earlier, a correspondent to a university Professor 
passed on news from Oodnadatta, in South Australia’s outback, 
that railway officials had informed him that, for several months, 
groups of six to eight Germans and Italians had been travelling 
north. They travelled second class, kept largely to themselves and 
did not frequent the dining car. On the writers own train: 


",,.there was a group of six Germans... and I had a look at 
them, they were men past middle age, dressed like farmers or stock- 
men, but they were all friendly and kept to themselves... No one can 
say where these people are going...” 


In May a woman reported that she knew a male schoolteacher 
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who had been sent up the Murray that year. He had told her how 
one would think that he was in Germany. He hardly heard any- 
thing but German spoken. 

She also mentioned how a fire broke out in Hindley Street and 
hundreds of people gathered to watch. Her friend at the scene 
remarked: 


“I was so interested in the fire that it was sometime before I dis- 
covered I could not understand a word the crowd was saying. They 
were all foreigners bar another man and myself...” 


The same woman overheard on the tram one day a woman 
telling another that her son was over twenty but had never had a 
job yet: 


“A German Jew that came to live near us when he came from 
Germany a few months ago has got a job...” 


Finally, she reported that her own father believed that the 
Police Force in South Australia was made up of Germans. He 
believed that this was no accident but further evidence of German 
undermining. If one is not careful, he counselled, the people will 
wake to find that the Fifth Column has taken control of the police 
and will do all to help the Fatherland should trouble come. 


A man from the city, visiting Tanunda, was informed while 
there that a number of Germans in the district had unregistered 
firearms and were hiding them to avoid searches. 

They were oiling them, putting them in boxes and burying 
them in the scrub or throwing them down wells in the vicinity. 


Just prior to and during the war, a common ploy used to test 
political sympathies in the Barossa was for security stooges to offer 
for sale photographs of the Royal Princesses Elizabeth and 
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Margaret. The names of those declining to buy a photograph were 
duly noted for closer attention. 


The wife of a doctor at Gawler reported that at a hall in front 
of her house there was a monthly meeting of Germans who told 
her their purpose was religious. She had not succeeded in finding 
out who ran the show. 


A report came from Renmark in the Riverland that regular 
meetings were held there and the language spoken was German. 
One man, who came from Germany in 1933 or 1934, seemed to 
be the leader. If a man approached the group in the street, conver- 
sation would drop immediately. 

Earlier, in 1937, reports were made regarding the conduct of 
the son of the Lutheran Pastor at Loxton, who was a teacher in 
Agriculture at the Renmark High School. This man, Dr Meier, 
had gone to Germany some years earlier and upon return proceed- 
ed to publish articles in the local newspaper that gave unqualified 
praise to Hitler and the New Germany. It was even understood 
that he had personally seen Hitler and obtained signed photo- 
graphs from him. 


From 1940 onwards Emil Kuhri, while himself an internee, 
was used by Security as a spy inside the Internment Camps. He 
informed on nearly everyone with whom he dealt, including 
Monsy Schulz. The information was of little use, especially after 
some of Kuhri’s fellow internees learned that information had been 
leaked to the authorities. From then on, his sources virtually dried 
up and he was sent to Coventry. 
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In January 1940 a woman who kept a Café at Inman Valley (on 
the road between Victor Harbor and Yankalilla) reported that about 
twenty German men were in the habit of meeting at her place at 
night, when they would change into a uniform of some sort. 

They spoke only in German and many Heil Hitlers were heard. 
As well, swastikas were hung around the walls of the womans café 
for the enemy meetings by some official, presumably without her 
consent. 

A handwritten note on the letter, made eight days later, 
referred to the fact that the female informant was at present in hos- 
pital and could not be seen for about a week. For reasons unex- 
plained, such seditious behaviour was never followed up by the 


authorities. 


In June 1940 a man describing himself as a Federal Servant 
[sic] wrote to Canberra about what he saw as unpatriotic actions 
in the Tanunda district. 


He gave his address as “NURIOOLPER” (presumably 


Nuriootpa) and commented: 


“It is very embarrassing for the patriotic to hear the 
enemies[sic] longue being used freely in the locality...both in the 
street and over the telephone...In the past any German of note that 
visited Australia never failed to go to Tanunda, that alone should 
make us vigilant.” 


It was on the 28th of May of that year that the photograph 
depicting members of the German Nazi Party was handed in to a 
police officer; it was taken at ‘Tanunda about five years earlier and 
it was reported, had been commissioned by one Wallenstein of 
Kermode Street in North Adelaide. 
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About the same time, an article appeared in the local West 
Coast Sentinel that wondered at the work of Hitler’s Fifth Column 
in the country. It warned of Nazi sympathizers in the midst of the 
West Coast of South Australia. A follow up by the Postmaster 
elicited no confirmatory or further information from the writer, 
who was personally known to him. 

Lock, again on the West Coast, seemed to be on alert regard- 
ing Pastor J.J. Stolz who would conduct services there. He was seen 
as a Nazi. 

One cricket player, with a German surname, wore a swastika 
on to the field and the opposing team boycotted the game until the 
item was removed. It was rumoured that the Pastor had given the 
swastika to the player and many more to others. 

It was further reported that there was a Nazi organisation in 
Lock that met regularly; a garage proprietor from Cleve (with a 
German surname) was said to be influencing others of his country- 
men in Nazi doctrines. 


At that time it seemed rumours were better currency than fact, 
presumably because there were a lot more of them. 

A woman from Balaklava, a small town north of Adelaide, 
reported that a second woman from the Northern Territory pro- 
claimed to her that Darwin was full of Fifth Columnists who 
boasted of their German connections and how Germany would 
conquer the world. Shortly afterwards, that second woman was 
interviewed and surprisingly had no recollection of mentioning 
anything about Darwin and Fifth Columnists at any time. 


Another place to be unfavorably reported upon was Eden 
Valley near the town of Mt. Pleasant in the Adelaide Hills. A vote 
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was taken in the Lutheran Church as to whether the National 
Anthem should be sung. The NO vote prevailed. 

It was also decided that the service would not be conducted in 
English. The organist made it plain that he refused to play the 
National Anthem even if the YES vote had won. 

Yet another informant from Nuriootpa wrote to the Minister 
for the Army in Canberra and told him: 


“There is nothing worse at this critical time to hear people who 
have been born in this country and older than myself conversing in 
German." 


In January 1941, a coronial inquest was conducted into the 
cause of a fire that burned down the Zion Lutheran Church in 
Angaston in the Barossa Valley. 

A feature of the inquiry was the keenness with which the 
Coroner questioned witnesses about possible feelings of hostility 
against the German community. No evidence of incendiarism was 
found and no determination of its cause could be made. An 
attempt had been made to burn this same Church during the First 
World War. 

And in the same month a man with a German surname, liv- 
ing at Glenelg, was seen carrying a torch at night by a neighbour 
who informed against him to the police as being a possible Nazi 
signalling to German submarines. 

At this time a concerned citizen, describing herself as “One 
Woman of Australia", wrote to the Minister for the Navy express- 
ing concerns about a man (whom she did not know personally) 
who worked as an officer on the South Australian coastal pleasure 
vessel Moonta. This man was married to a Jewess. The informant 
told a country hotelier about this man; the hotelier recognised the 
name and told her how he was relieved to see him leave his pub 
because “he showed himself to be an ardent admirer of all things 
Nazi’. 


The letter concluded: 


“The reason | would like you to see if he is a traitor is that he 
rents one of the most expensive flats in Glenelg for his wife. Buys her 
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the most expensive presents, onc of recent purchase a £50 ring, and 
now they are having their flat all refurnished. I fully believe that his 
wife is a loyal Australian, but in putting things together, | wondered 
if he, being in the position on the sea as he is, could be a menace to 
our country.” 


In February of that year another informer from Nuriootpa 
talked of a local man with a German surname, as: 


“Easily the most popular selection in the District as being a 
Nazi, on one occasion he pointed a fire extinguisher at me and said 
“A German machine gun’. Also a J.P. in the town told me that at the 
outbreak of war the Leader Tafle [sic] wrote to the premier asking 
what they should do in the future they wished to carry on without the 
German language and his reply was business as usual he didn’t require 
the songs in German to be deleted, if there is anything lower than a 
snakes tummy the answer is Politician...1 hope you'll pardon my 
string of outbursts, but one just can't help it.” 


In the same month Minnie Offe was reporting that the 
Victoria Hotel in Tanunda was where the “German Germans” 
gathered, especially Monsy Schulz and Dr Becker. She was then 
happy to repeat and expand upon what she had already related a 


year before, regarding a long-past incident involving her: 


“On the Sunday Czechoslovakia was invaded Í was passing the 
home of Mrs. [R, a German surname]... and she called to me and 
said “Isn’t the news terrible?” I said “Yes”. She said “Do you think they 
will fight?” I said “They should” and she said “They will never fight 
Germany — Germany wont fight’. I said what I thought of Hitler and 
Germany. She said “How dare you speak to me like that about Hitler 
and Germany in this town!” I said “This is a democratic country — a 
British country — and I can say what I like". She said *No, you cant. 
My husband will see to that’. He is a lawyer’s clerk and works for 
Heuzenroeder, who I think is pretty spineless. A returned soldier can’t 
get a living there.” 


The inconsistencies between the two versions hardly warrant 
comment, but this determined woman would surely have been 
undeterred if they had been put before her. 


In March, Minnie Offe was reporting that the local school- 
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master, an Englishman, in Tanunda was being increasingly used by 
the pro-German element to state their case and hide behind him. 
(That same schoolteacher gave evidence for Monsy Schulz on one 


of his appeals). 


In the following April, a man from Murray Bridge wrote two 
letters to the Acting Prime Minister in Canberra regarding allega- 
tions of disloyalty against certain persons at Coonalpyn. Seven 
men were mentioned by him. This prompted an investigation and 
he was interviewed. 

The Inquiry Officer described the informant as a returned sol- 


dier and: 


“...a quiet, conscientious type of man. He did not make any 
rambling statements and admitted that he had nothing of a concrete 
nature against these people but openly admitted his hostility to the 
class of people in the district and their apparent lack of interest in the 
European situation." 


He could not produce any evidence of his assertions that 
some of them were German sympathisers. It did not matter; his 
bigoted intolerance was well rewarded. Because a month later he 
had enlisted and was soon a Lance Corporal at the Loveday 
Internment Camp, in control of the sort of people towards whom 


he was so hostile. 


Around this time Security reported that, despite persistent 
rumours, no SA, SS or other Nazi-inspired uniforms had ever been 
sighted or seized. The only Party paraphernalia to be seized were 
Party badges and membership booklets. One can only suspect that 
A4 was the source of such rumours. 
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In May 1941, one Williams wrote to the Military authority at 
Keswick relating how he had in effect been forced to shift from 
Tanunda. 

He boasted how it was he who put Security on to the need to 
search Becker’s house in Julius Street. As for Fritz Homburg, it was 
Williams's information that had led to the seizure of his lawn 
bowls with the swastiki [sic] engraved on them; but he lamented 
how Fritz was now out of internment and a free man again. 
| Those lawn bowls actually belonged to Becker] 

But it was the Nasi [sic] photo that really obsessed Williams: 


“I have told the Military to search place after place and they let 
it slide... may state that I am going to get that Nasi photo and pub- 
lish it so the whole of Australia will know, what is more, how slow our 
Police and Military are but I want compensation if I have to give it to 
the Military.” 


Previously, Williams had complained about his treatment at 
the hands of certain Tanunda townspeople when he had had the 
words “Traitor” and “Spy” painted in large red letters on the front 
door of his shop. On the footpath facing the door was daubed “Spy 
No.1”. Whoever did this had also emptied the contents of the can 
from his WC and emptied it right at the door. 

Weeks later Williams: 


“gota letter written in hand writing sent to me and in it was 
these words. I will fuck you very soon you big cunt Williams.” 


The Military authority, in a confidential memorandum to 


Canberra noted: 


“[Williams] has for a period of over 12 months been a source of 
annoyance to this Section... [and suffers] from a bad attack of "spyi- 
B uo | 

Unfortunately [he] is a type of person who cannot keep his 
mouth shut... [and] is a quite loyal, but rather stupid person. He is 
between 50 and 60 years of age and very deaf.” 
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A 1941 report compiled by Security identified the political 
leaders (i.e. Nazi Party officials) who were ordinarily stationed on 
nine merchant vessels which had regularly plied their trade in 
Australian waters. Those vessels were the Mosel, the Halle, the 
Rendsburg, the Schwanheim, the Stassfurt, the Magdeburg, the 
Alster, the Aller and Becker’s old ship the Mazn. 


In January 1943 a self-described “An Adelaide Citizen” wrote 
to the Federal Attorney General that he recently heard the daugh- 
ter of one of the internees at Tatura tell the cousin of another 
internee that there was a wireless in the Camp of which the author- 
ities knew nothing. He had also recently visited Tanunda; his spy- 
ing paid off when he: 


*...noticed the strong undercurrent of feeling against "the 
British." I venture to suggest that it is possible that a close watch on 
this village may yield information of value in catching some of the 


spies at large." 


One couple of sustained interest to Security was the 
Australian-born family, the Bohlmanns, of Woodville. 

Mrs Ilma Carola Amelia Bohlmann was keen on expressing 
her allegiance to Hitler and had openly boasted that she had 
reported names of disloyal Germans on a black list to the Fuehrer. 
She, and her husband, Stanley George and son were always enter- 
taining German visitors and crews from German vessels visiting 
Port Adelaide. 

Stanley occupied a position with the South Australian 
Harbours Board at the Port. Security commented: 


*Bohlmann is known to have obtained unauthorized informa- 
tion about the gallonage of oil tankers...” 


Their home was used as a meeting point for Nazis and their 
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sympathisers. It was also used to disseminate propaganda. Among 
the guests who were reputed to be entertained were Dr Seger, Paul 
Beckmann, Hermann Homburg and Heinrich Krawinkel; Count 
von Luckner also appeared there on his visit. However, their own 
connection with the Party was quite obscure. 

The Bohlmanns seemed to entertain beyond their apparent 
means, frequently in an expensive or lavish manner. In fact, 
Security resorted to a rather unseemly snobbery as well as a leap of 
logic: 


“it is almost beyond doubt that they had some connection 
with the Party. First, their lavish scale of entertaining, quite inconsis- 
tent with their small income, indicates that they were in Nazi pay...” 


and on another occasion: 


“The lack of any other cause, which in the circumstances would 
attract people of higher social, educational, and financial standing 
than herself, and family, to her unattractive and uninviting home, was 


most noticeable...” 


The husband and son (Angas Stanley Bohlmann, a draftsman 
with the Engineer-in Chiefs Department)) were both interned. 


In May 1943 a Tanunda man of British birth was voluntarily 
interrogated by the Military authorities. He had lived in the dis- 
trict since 1919. He said: 


“I saw quite a lot of propaganda early in the war. The time 
Becker arrived about 1932 [Becker had actually arrived in 1927] I 
came in contact with the Nazi Party. I knew the Doctor (Dr Becker) 
and he discussed with me about the Party. He outlined what would 
happen in 1933-34, and stated that if we did not make peace with 
Germany there would be trouble, because we must always remember 
we had Japan at our back... Dr Becker was loyal to his job...I had lots 
of dealings with Becker, he was a good man, he stood up for what he 
thought best." 
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In July 1943 Security interviewed the sister-in-law of 
Hermann Homburg. 

She (Maud) was the sister of his wife Emma. Their birth sur- 
name was Herring, “an old and well known English name’. Maud 
lived almost directly opposite the Homburgs in the same street. At 
the time her son was in Java, a prisoner of war in Japanese hands. 

Maud complained that Hermann had written a letter to her in 
which he accused her of spreading false rumours about him and 
held her responsible for the present troubles of him and those of 
his family. He had also told her that he would be taking action 
against her later. 

She told Security that because of her marriage to Homburg 


her sister: 


“had in consequence become completely German and definitely 
disloyal to the British Empire. Ever since before the last war Hermann 
Homburg had always been intensely German, and was a typical 
Prussian in his own home to his own family. He had always made his 
family study German lessons every night for years, and insisted that 
his grandchildren always call him ‘Grossvater and their grandmother 
‘Grossmutter .” 


The sister-in-law then went on to say that since Hermann had 
returned from his last trip to Germany with his wife and daughter 


Marsi: 


“[he] was loud in his praise of Hitler and the Nazi regime. He 
either saw Hindenburg or tried to see him, and remarked what a won- 
derful man he was... Homburg appeared very pleased with his stay in 
Germany and continually boasted of the might of Germany and the 
decadence of England." 


Hindenburg had died in 1934. Hermann died in 1964, never 
having visited Germany. His wife and daughter Marsi, of course, 
did visit but in 1937. Maud's relationship with her family deterio- 
rated swiftly: 
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e] expressed my disgust at their pro-German sentiments and 
stated that Twas an Englishwoman and loyal and proud of it, and of 
the British Empire. My sister, Mrs. Homburg, said “Damn the 
bloody English" and. Marsi. said, "England must always stick her 
sticky beak in. She has too much territory"... When the war started 


»» 


Hermann said, "England always starts wars. 


She reported that the Homburg and Krawinkel families enter- 
tained many German visitors in their home, including Count von 


Luckner and added: 


"I was never invited to these parties." 


Maud then widened her attack to include Rita Krawinkel, 
Hermanns daughter and her niece: 


«c 


. [W]hen I remonstrated with her for marrying a German, 
[she replied] "I would not think of marrying an Englishman or 
Australian." I never was allowed to see any of the German books or 
papers which Hermann Homburg had, but my brother Mr. Herring, 
who worked for Hermann, told me that he had seen Hermann 
Homburg and H. Krawinkel burn a large quantity of books just after 


the war started." 


Maud believed that the Homburgs’ maid told Hermann every- 
thing Maud had told her about their disloyalty and it was this that 
had prompted Hermann’: initial letter of rebuke. A neighbour of 
Maud’s told her that Marsi Homburg had said: 


“Hitler knows when it is my father’s birthday.” 


And another woman of Dulwich had told Maud that she had 
heard and knew something: 


",..so terrible about Hermann Homburg that she had never 


revealed it.” 


Finally, Maud declared that she had known that Hermann was 
a traitor to his country of birth from before World War I, and that 
he was responsible for the anti-British and disloyal attitude of his 
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wife and children. At the same time, she also expressed her dismay 
that Hermann should have been given preferential treatment in 
being released so quickly from internment: 


“She contended that he was the leader of the German sympathis- 
ers in South Australia, and was worshipped by all the Germans here 
and was looked up to as their leader.” 


Obviously, Maud had never spoken to Dr Becker. 


In November 1943 an informer purported to tell Security: 


“I finally did convince Becker that I was not unfavourable to 
Germany. I knew cases where he had carried out his threats and could 
not afford to oppose him. The German Club was full of these 
rumours. I don’t remember many details, but I heard that when the 
Becker faction in the Club was fighting to take control, Becker exert- 
ed pressure on various people to make them support him. He was all 
the time pulling strings behind the scenes and...probably threatened 
people who were after German agencies...Becker was all the time at 
this sort of thing and it was widely spoken of at the Club, although it 
is hard to remember details.” 


The informer went on to say that Becker had threatened to 
prohibit his return to Australia after a trip to Germany if he did 
not cooperate for Becker's ends. 

In that same month A4 was reporting a conversation he had 
with a nurseryman in Tanunda between 2.30 and 5.10pm, in 
which the “latter spoke easily 9/10ths of the time”. A4 was glad to 
declare that the other man was a “rank Nazi”. He had talked about 
every conceivable aspect of the War and politics, praising socialism 
in particular. He blurted how Monsy Schulz had been wrongly 
interned and von Luckner’s presence in Tanunda had blighted so 
many lives. He also said that England had effectively started the 
War and Roosevelt had provoked Japan into fighting. 


The nurseryman went on: 


“He had come to Tanunda broke to the wide — six quid in his 


266 





a The Hitler Club 


pockets and now look! A nice home, all paid for, a car and a flour- 


ishing business. He spoke of his success with unmingled pride and 
boasting.” 


Showing admirable self-restraint, A4 commented parentheti- 
cally: 


“I could have knocked him down, especially in view of his for- 
mer denunciations against England and the country which has treat- 
ed him with success...” 


Then the spy continued: 


“Hitler is the only man who could save Europe. These are the very 
words [he] used... The rest of the conversation was mainly repetition of 
the above and strong criticism against our forms of government. 


On the evening of the 20th of April, A4 took a stroll around 
Tanunda to see what his hate-figures were up to on the night of 
Hitlers birthday. Fritz Homburg was busy with visitors. Another 
told A4 that he drank to the health of dem verdammter Bengel (the 
damned rascal) while another said that he had not forgotten “to do 
homage to the world’s most hated man”. Another townsman was 
seen to close his shop earlier than he usually did and yet another 
said that he had a quiet evening at home and drank to the health 
of the man “whom I am convinced is our only salvation". 

In May 1944, A4 had a long conversation with Max Riedel 
who: 

“Spoke like a man on fire. Whenever he spoke of England he 
snarled, but when he referred to Germany and Hitler he spoke with 


unbounded enthusiasm. His eyes, in fact, would dance with sheer 


delight.” 


In early June 1944 A4 also reported, under the heading ‘PEO- 
PLE WHO THINK VERY LITTLE OF HOLE [sic] SECURITY 
INTELLIGENCE CORPS’, that twenty men had been most out- 


spoken in their denunciations. They had: 


“Ridiculed, scoffed at, abused, and slandered all efforts made by 
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Security Service to keep order, and to maintain loyalty among people 
in the Barossa District. They allege Security is all hocus-pocus... They 
are only inspired to do their work through malicious hate for the so- 
called Huns. And they persecute the people there and elsewhere only 
to keep up appearances and to maintain a cushy job.” 


There then followed a list of twenty names, including Max 


Riedel and Fritz Homburg. 


In June 1944 a different informer told how he had attended 
the three VELKA Lutheran Churches in Tanunda. He noted that 
in two of them, the services were conducted in English and there 
were prayers for the King and the National Anthem was sung. 
Only in the Langmeil Church was the service conducted in 
German: there were no prayers for the King and no anthem. 


But the June 1944 list of names was only a pale replication of 
what A4 had already done when he reported his observations for 
the period between February and April 1944. This was his piece de 
resistance, the acme of the good spys art. 

He was reporting on the town’s reaction to the internment of 
Pastor Held, the Lutheran Minister who had officiated at the 
Beckers’ wedding. People, he said, were very hostile with the 
Military authorities for dealing the Reverend gentleman a blow 


“that will be his death yet’: 


“For the want of something to do, malice, injustice, spite, igno- 
rance, envy, and a host of other nasty attributes, these are the reasons, 
the people are saying, why Held got home imprisonment. The war 
can't be going too good over the other side, so they are making sure 
of Held... They are out to kill che poor devil. This will just about fin- 
ish him. Why he doesn’t have a gun ready when they call and give 
them what they are looking for. 

And so on and so on. Tanunda was shocked, and when they 
recovered from their stupor, they lashed out and how! [A resident] 
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SUAJECT: Property of Internee 8.95005, Dr. J.H. BZCKER. 


In my minute of the 5th July, I ordered you to retur- 
four items of property belonging to BECKER. 


In the final paragraph of your memorandum No. 26264, 
dated 3lst August, 1945, you informed me that Mrs. Becker is 
being advised that she can take possession of three of the four 
articles I ordered to be returned; and then follows the amazin> 
phrase - "On the question of the set of toy soldiers I join izsus 
with you on their return." It is not my habit to pernit ny 
subordinates to join issue with me on any instruction I have given 
and I do not propose to divert from my customary attitude in this 
instance. I assume that the phrase was written without sufficient 
thought and do not propose to take any further action, except to 


Girect that you carry out my orders imnediately. 
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Brigadier WB Simpson’s letter, 

to a subordinate while Director-General of the Australian Security Service, just 
weeks before his judicial appointment 

(inset: Mr. Justice “Lestrade” Simpson, Becker’s nemesis) 
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The News, Adelaide, Friday 21 November 1947 
Becker, who becomes Australia's most wanted overn 
the Miss Australia Quest and the High Court Bank 
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WHO PLANNED 
BECKER'S ESCAPE? 


DEPORTATION 
ORDER TIP.OFF 


Who arranged the well-planned and Paus 
escape of Dr. Becker, Australia’s nazi No. 1, who 
has been chief fascist administrator in this coun- 
try since before Hitler seized power in Germany ? 


Dr. Becker was classed as Australia’s Public 
Enemy No. 1, and as Australia’s No. ] nazi. These 
descriptions « are correct as Becker joined the nazi 
party before Hitler seized power, and was Hitler’s 
chief administrator in Australia even before the 
Reichstag fire. 

His escape was well planned! Argentina. Brazil, USA or “similar 


| countries,” if he could pay his fare and 
and its organisation covered two | these countries would grant him admis- | 


or three States. It could not have} sion. 
been arranged single-handed by | On whose authority did thes "Com- | 
Becker himself, who lived inj|monwealth oficials” give such permis- | 


Tanunda, South Australio. Becker feared being brought before a | 
The disclosed facts of the escape arf | de.nazification court on bis arrival in 
astounding. | Germany. Guilt could be the only basis 
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LIO. Vos do SAYS BE COKER WILL 

CUTS ‘ine, SURRENDER 

VAPE lanunda Friend: 
Tells oí Trip 


TIV YD t.—Mang Senna townspeople beliere 
Dr. Johannes Heinrich Becker this wrek broke his 
parole and tracelled to Aydney to aitend (9 lust- 
minute persenal business belore surrendering him- 
seli to security palice for IRE ATAN fo Germany. 





Thes betieve he did this because be f« be would hare ber 
refused permission te travel te Sydnes if he d spplied tà ase 
actherities 

A prominent Tanunda citiver ho bay beew a chee friend of 
Becker's lor severa fa >» ing lo escape 
deportat is He will give weri wp in the vers near futur That's 
all | can f 
»& 


BRECKER 
NOT ON 
BOARD 
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DR. BECKERS LAST MINUTES 
-ON SOUTH AUSTRALIAN SOIL 


Ex-Employer And PARI 
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e. + les e-s ea - - 
^. TX A Me m8 -Ji n + ——- oe 
Un phd a e Aor im a mr e Oe 

ien Are ove We cm c n d 
oo 
vào Bngbe cowstvinn, ond R. Johannes Heinrich Becker, whe i aioe Gar ae Gee 
— - e to Australia from (Germany — 4 e oo 

wes € weed) cam 13 i ten Lo Ji Mmm 
itemm jm dolo re 19 years ago. spent his last (5 minnte o 
pare of O~tomn cad the on Sonth Australian soil ander close <a ae Pm 
duisieca, the Prime Mow ward at Parafield Acrodrome this rer ere P 
Mo Que, tebe g 

on Hone cere afternoon. den Phi cni 
bed AR — » . . * - 

vm d Becker was dressed in a neat blue suit and ii : 
— n a aate o was hatless. He was not handcuffed. He smiled R æ. e x 
ewm de ^- 

pum Snes ye cea faintly when press photographers surrounded him hae 
pead y ee Oowernment ler 2 ond made no attempt to cover his face as he did) mem ow low cnt mn 
beer emos Camper Um p — age <4 tua 
> cumaed w onir a wsie in Sydney when orrested. — iw - ma w 
-hei > Cha ~ni Mr. Max Riedri, of Tanunda., Recker`s -re ds ow =~ 
we we, am ent arta of former employer. was nt the a ee - s" 78 e — = 
i ——Ó Pollee officers called him inio the room with) uso ves tas © io Go UNED 
D ORN taram may Becker, and he spent practically all the time Jam ate OD MH 
pene eS ee. ees the Skymaster was at Parafield, with Aus- . . " 
Ba v bere We be fe Met r u f ec Ne. l Nazi. OU «a teste ü 
€m abe Gr aston tralia’s form Le ee eee ot 
race cam at ve wc 
ae ania We Cac s T gs Se n a ‘Saul 
S o . RU -— — 0! — 
pinion Iy e o 
Ps 1 lately opened dy - r ~ 
~ aeey Lesie ol ie Op YA HEN the Skymaser in- whid; Thk was Lameda! am ' Rome Ger --— nt 
í€— mai = Becker and MR EE E 4 owas checked. » duc lee am "e 
= cle afer Celie DR. BECKER'S ARRIVAL AT PARAFIELD ths eftercove feboce) we im strikiog coetrat fa ne — in: enm General ous fon e Ver E O ae ais 
Ww le eet Oret a oh fhe acor be crested yesterday is Sydeey ( Svise ). Mere be made po objection [o beg photo- D anced. Mr E Alcon weighed, same of the contents Zsa B 
accu sami €—Á— raphe wm Boden, bu wregpied crolemily te Bde a face from photogrephers. Shaw, cf tbe Commonwealth M- were taken Out because of extess fens > as one 
— t De - westigation Service, ht tsat 
pem oan astana] ze } After all other passengers had| nc crowd of aerodrome at- ee Dor AM w noD 
a a tae od there diaembartt, mar  tendants and office slaf boted on i p. . 
RE e ee | foücwed by L9. and Sto er] mirtiy while pcte oficer» ™ c-—— c— 
wm agÜPAc? etrneninen rice ess | xith iwo police officers from eared a paih from the pane Tar ° . e. 
—ü eee «ot Sydney. tbe reca ured escapees. Í CONDOS © Devt © um 
es ae eS Gower poa As Decker peered the tnto»nee, | Mixs im Riedel ands woman with | d er a 
T = i | ‘Trans-Australia Airlines rec her wept as the piane mered of 44m cm 
= S 8 were! oc - to n 3 and oad waved their hands te Ente 
maf: Kel STOLEN, Hinde) and is T.C. dauh- | Becher wien, they” saw Minn Mi RAT ET: 
ba unm m ter, Miss lima Riedel EU m We waved back ang | d d ona v 
The aua fect was “Dat the e = sont Something UA » bow veise This of three people were ` ire 6m 3 à 
air aam bai pom vone iie de a pater, IM only friends of e 
a a erunt remain n lam gi minate ae r: Rieieijageazenuy, foe ony, Sense, stl fy) WERE ae Um opem & ee 
P o e mian -of Med ee colle’ into the rove. few) en the last stages of hi DAA 
Nea-Deller Pet Wh.te Mr. Riedel war there a freturn journey te Germany. P" onum Seren 
Y etrol BANGKOK (Sian), large green trunk he had brovght | Accordime ie 1 Misa Nisde Becker breaght :$ tm. sf teed aD 
IAN & ie ci Tkursdav. — The! from — Tananda wes tahen |has apparently lost sewers! pounds Quen MB our ? 9 c 
© eae xc emm M. (s. SO we Inte the detention room, ‘in weaght since be left Tanunda, A " 3 
Emi a Lam (lao laf priceless diamond i n = 5 
ZR irs t c: : which simdded the T es + oe beet Pe @ 
== & seth war ferchead of the sacred | re i rr d A —— 
Derer Cul I ouset 020 Emeraid Buddha. tbe Sue anD OESTRO ASR CEN 
EX (mL MAR fæ i "cul of Siam,” is SYUNEY —Whiüe Decker and; One Commonwealth octal sant rA E c 
WT Sf pei eesti as cer 1 : | ^ Sloferf were not handeuffed sail “The cacoria hare been fu — =< = 
SS acm e soca! Stivsing. and the theft | thrio saarta belare they fi Mas-itoid (hay wenkot ome Bach tt Ss Gee on ee 
ED hax caused veer | cot ths moming were given in- mither ofthe Oermans erap“ | Abs Gae ae Ca D. 
Wi duels piri: thro ation. | structions ta shackle them at MEL BOC i RA qwahert gary. and Su chews as 
"m" i-um  mea-duhit areas s cghont tbe nat fret aten of misbehaviour. secoutuene Parter Inet his Como. -w pee LS ee or pete s 
pa ae eas, amer | Tab omari ahi Boddha wu They were taken lo the airport) tory only once, when he jerked hus vwd us Mars 
Gm wu Lum Meum (hal Bri. 7*4 jewcDed parmen^s wecth ion before T Km MM M DM|head t» the right. to dart aa ic | Cue cf Ge pah a m 
oun. a nee is take è per | aars 2 ihe world) cost wor under close far n an iere stare at a mechanic. who uei I >en ym - 
— De petru reqeiremenis Baii rede | = fringe ost ue UM “This is detter than lerim.” Ra a 4m QA 
z = [., Bew tbt srm osori bace toma | a En An officlal. who had s talt wiih wr S-r — P— € — 
Juucaha. Lonoánher penal cez»eced is a mystery, ! Other travellers, inchading a|Bécker, aid he wes bei te tara Mages 
me CX be corset: (be Beddia reis in a a number of women, took their seats fee) the siram. He intimaied he 
Ss ae i —á ne Ar. One woman passenger »ald | m had no LUN niet for the peuple of | a ee e pov 
Or to oe’ a 
me pereng emenpa Ed arke mens arrese sn SH -REGUDE. TR PRS e t thinty com ao aerun Sanaa 
T r cies eres ee Qua. Um IMIF ey wat oG pines are generally’ 00 Mead crest bee, e olay " 
QE ni esal, an ue d 
-—— El "hos eine oe a eee o. uem. T ge wi guarded Decker SOOS Tecker Pause! fuc "| David M » es 
- | ‘The jerciied garments were al and Greffer at at Victoria Barracks |imoment al ibe top of une cang) pae - 
Newsprint Quota | whieh ens e GER lasi uighi sahi the (wv men ap- plank to io pudy the poii on as 
Way hiwe politica] impicztions. ed le be resigued to reium- worn shor: & Napomanie| .— 
E ese Cat XSW.) te Germany. [pose before stepping ad. and ther 
mr cat Qe Sioe S) RACK ick d al E ss um MUR oa to the tarmac 
puel a “4-p=5r Aitihoags Pu i = M Lis officers. 
p muet | the peui. = efter tbe door of the 
Sny men OEE carved trom cee asper. st inal ar YL I a room closed Delind him. 
“A Ge Pie Me a R 34 im beh and enthroocd ue Wig arrogant atts-| 
m Mister w make rx R^ thr al 
zz oua. nM papers eke => Une eee e side aia: aner (wanna tatar he re rk e eiN 
a zikeé MIDI 1 n hour late At "age he 
ae u aai whether ee — Two "ineca ea r=) looked a picture aj Grapsi r i 
See pete Sa Be Speer carves | ay um Lxx i gni 8 Hiss e marched silly 15 the welting sit EANS J — 
m" we wf aser. zis wi C Ocods for a ! he ME Poe VI 
= ater mic s. sace Eico timc] e Uu Bosdhe acna] ÇY DNE} "4g of the Mise. Australia 1947 quest hod been conducted more posue — — “nto 
ee M ee ME M medina a or less on the lines of a beauty contest and had lacked the dignity of the | I 
I nem. etat a TAL Radcha was torad within Adelaide final, Miss Daphne Campbell (Miss South Australia) said today. Criticism Of 
E nany o ra ee S a Cg wisis (ME due Dok Tes sit whe made the great. hatha mead mitfon Wesuscnday the 8: | 
b eo 
— = Miss Australia «e ar u moua nare) 4 is wis as eante na oa s a a G Control 
> S E Krily, of "wecn eere and 
Gives Embrace mm pe xam ado. from} whe was Alles Austra ime bre a cxainina Oawier sub-branch of ue Re-| 


Misa Campbeil described her as 


Wales—will hare a terrific amount 
Mo lite to during her lour over- 
mas I hope she can do it 
“It is a dg repte- 
te lake on” 
U thanked = the| 
n Australia for on 
v ven FA 
Py Mss v Nurse, run. 
tese. who went to Sydney with 


young giri 
Miu Ca 
people al South 


T was very helpful to hare ber 
net end she was very wel! 
irod,” mid Miss Campbell. 





Disyuised ? 


geo" (Burma), Thurs- 
ry —A Burmese dalec- 
Uve $i he trial of U Saw and 
others for the Gsinssinalion 
of eight Durmese Cabinet 
Ministers, told (he court to- 
day ha had deen detalled to 
watch U Sare's home 
Al various. times. he dii 
eulsed himself os a` fisher. 
man, laborar, gardener, ang 
boatman 
it wes paining Aeavily on 
Ihe day the AMintslers were 
Killed 


Cuensel 
dry? 


Detective: 1 wore my police 
apt ever wip disguise 


] How did you heey 
OM AA Wb MAD been Fumonmtd ss. Mins Auiyelle - 
Premed t roi mr pt ydo, pyasordeg misses, Jud, 
amchesnd Ms looot Minden. poldisiiy dirvetos - 
dí mn Mis Mamdesson à Mddsty Brvi birihdog 






The News, Friday 28 November 1947 


Following his capture Becker was flown to Fremantle for deportation. On the way 


at Parafield Airport, north of Adelaide. His long 
Ms P. Lindner were there to farewell him 





bali 
Austialla overses raans for any|Sienben Calder in private life,|/hunt” 











uen, kn then had lo le at [he sine] Rervicemen s League ai a) 







“s vey charming and capable Trocaderv at 3 pm for final ap- joomuniitee meeting lam night) E 
Km qs rex iren elles tatee ne pape a eee] [Prt od 

tists tn Cass T tikon. m the a were - 

“After knowing ber for (he past have Une to ahower of change her ing with enemy alena The) |l Sf 
few days | feel ihe was absolute] y, Coetame Decker case was cited a» an| [Y 

r one to be chosen. atnd| Judges were Dr Noel Gutteridge, evamnie Sed. rd L Slower. 2: 

thar the must bare beeo a credit of armen). The coasautics decided to write! - . , d 
to Austrailia.” she said. [Charles Ius ( ), Misa Mer. ho RSL headquarters protes [ 

7] think Wis years winner- bathe Toward RAS, ‘Me Alat the “lackadaineal mothods A 
lira Judy Oslaferd. of New South| Coenen (W.A. r the authorities m giving a 


Nick 
'NSW., ani ar Ken ——TX 
Tasmanian » . Domina 
to represent Tasmania. 
Mie Campbell who is 


ahens 


urgiog more 
rigid contre to ate ex ne LA 
Nra jas that. incur 


to next few p 
in Sydney visiling friends Bie 
thea to Orange 

Ae 
EnA a she wut “stay with her! 
meother-In-Jaw in Melbourne before NX — their freedom whije awah- 


ARD to Adelaide. deportation, but bad ined 
ae e's @ pretty coo! place.” threw » " 


_(leadereiin Fage id 


Half-Castes’ | Drunken 
Revels Alleged 


HO95ART.—Further assertions thot. holf-costes in. the 

Flinders Island group wore regarded at animoh, ond 
thot drunken revels by thom ut days ot @ time were 
allowed to go on a4 o motter of course, were made ín the | 


Speakers said the Federal Oor- 
Tetived romated 
RSL. 








i Heine beams are owe 

baked Ube way roa dhe 
| them! They taste goed 
aml they ore gead... 
theyre full of noartsk 
meal... a teal emorgy 
giving food, 


Legislative E unc teday. Fer a crowd, a tami 
‘The assertions sere made n Monpital aud «eer y conditions 





Mr. Lonergan, who described Finis lon the blanda were Ube wen Ui "roS ca» 2... Y 
lers Istana ^an Wilai of de- we awid Netihes dea wore ad 
Tula Lou " m »ald advance pay-[nuresa w VM) May there Hein: Bakod Drena 
ments to halt canes botere Mr ‘eoecwans + Hm 
vitan- bining pramin "i 1 fja tians " one 
rink teasing iu the viai -M a a E à " XN 1A 
Mon ol t pas milica po Mis dE: a' — mwrsóng— me 
wl n tas nir e were sue "vac ine lira xn r— 9 
cout! lardly atand up should have rea teed he viale 
a ders ew Maire 


x : Aides NES tether | ant crn tent cms: 





tbe plane made a ss D 


time friend Max Reidel, Reidel’s daughter and 


0 —— 
Ibe Hitler Club 
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NIFE DIVORCES 
Eb  EX-NAZI 


other day, the public carcer 
1 Tak : Wealthy doareen NINE 
Natio ommounced that 
MM scm 
Circulation “tee 
CHOES of the fanatical Nazi era when the poisonous 
tentacles of Hitlerism clutched the world in a 
stranglehold and were nurtured in the Barossa Valley 
town of Tanunda by a certain arrogant Dr, Johannes 
Heinrich Becker reverberated in Adelaide Supreme 
Court this week during an exceptional divorce action. 


yeor, would retire to 
"'ploin, quiet life." 
Becker, or Herr Doktor as he was more commonly 
known during those days when the shadow of the swastika 
menaced civilisation, is no stranger to South Australians. 
An unregistered medico who practised quackery freely until 
ordered to stop by the Medical Board in 1938 and a devout 
Nazi, he earned almost unprecedented notoriety during his” 
years here. 


4 Lo» í “ny J i 
[T was because of this 
notoriety that the 


divorce proceedings 


S.A.s 
BOSS 


pen 














were followed with ex- 
traordinary interest, 
For Herr Doktor was not 


the easily-forgotten hipe 

In those tenston-wracked 

davs preceding World ant Herr Doktor wus slapped;in 1898 and was à German 
Tl he NUS ^ Lorrena T kl verv smartly into an in-/ontional He armved in 
cete of Nazism = +e snk teinment camp iy Ade-|South Australia in Sep- 
settled vet Mill patriotic tide and swexted out the|tember, 1927, with the in- 
German communities Ol war vesrs behind dars. The }tention oi tnaking this 


the valley, and a loyal de- 
voter of Adolf Hitler. 
When, as he hoped, the 


war over. the. Reich. num- State hi» permanent resi- 
bled and Hitler a suicide | cence. 


he was deported from Syd-} The statement said that 











Third Reich emased (he ney in sensational cireum-jin the following month } á 

— m" eth = tare stances and returiwd to his} me Doktor went t0, = m 
crushex "^e. beloved Fatherland anunda atid SMarted toj 

booted, iron-sbod s bel pw that time hi heroes[practise — medicine — Mrs DR. JOHANNES HEINRICH BECKER 
openly aspired to AU- nad either graced the gal |Becker, whose maiden | 









leiter (f. not of the Com Hows of Nuremburg or hac |name was Prive. met himiber, 1947, le was aeporied| á—Ó M ÀÀMn 


























dressed in à blye-grey suit 


monwealth then Mo 9'|igmominiouslv faded inte |there and ley were mar-jand took up residence nit e 
South Australia e d `l obscurity ried in Si Stephen's | Germany is è 
n short. Australia °°) And in) the Supreme {[Gutheran Church. Ade-| The statement alleged 1 $ 
an las for ambition And| Ceurt thia week another. | tide, on August 22. 1932 | nal Herr. Doktor in ? 
ay = wer! Immedi-| Chapter in the amazing Inere were Gwo children November 1947 : at P ; : 
ed ua was declared life of Merr. Doktor. was ! 5 Uie mn:riage— Heinrich ting _ or alternativel 1 S 
ately war ; written when his wife, | Thomas. borm in January, | Tanunda, unlawlully ands ? 
Ar — — matroniy yei stùl attrac- |1999 and Marlene Elli | without just cause desert- $ * 
zi : tive Mona. Gertrude [LOrn in December of the|ed. Mrs. Becker and bad >» CTNRIES 3 
a Alt of 2 flap when he was kissed goodnight in the army barracks— | Becker, of Freeing, suc- 
Cai . . . i 
-7 but not by the serjeant major—a New Australian ran barefoot to — 2 E. 
ss the provast alfice for protection and was promptly arrested for being rich en the grounds of 
Ag ainda within the camp, police told Mr. Clarke S.M. in the City desertion. i " 
Girt this week = err klor, Who is now 
: zS $ living in Bremen, Ger- 
g : rupem o many, did not delend the 
; ~ the pgromiceweas peri action 
i aed victim ol Ube provoi Unregistered, Doctor 
protection wa» Vitberi Maa One of the An questions 
At. ol Ballarat Vic, who Mr Justice Abbott asked 
á Bol guillr bui was when Mrs. Becker, snuppily 


wilh tus man who told d he was a soldier and | with green hat bnd matcd- 
h him he was a soldier end assured him there would beling slioes, look Lhe stand 
a het al, : Á 
offered to Jei him sieep ut|no trouble I be slept there) was whether ale knew 
the camp with hin for the!tbe night Becker was a Nasi before 
) | night ; When the man Kissed! whe married him His 
Corbornt| 2mp. O'Sulflvan said | UN ns he lay on the bed) Honor said if Mee Becker 
Gaty in! Vibert (old police he |"'* punched hin and ran to didn't know be was a Naz 


knew he was not allowed € provost office, He did at that tire. then “just 







Ae 
Ke Sleep in a military camp 70! KDOW where the math about everybody else did” 
when Vu. bul he thought it wuld dis» ppeared to Hi Monor 34id also it 
» Meeting only. be cheaper than slaying When the man offered was common knowledge 
s fs end no 3% a0 hotel and hi» bim ghe accommodation. that Beckee had prac» 
friend bad insisted he Vilbert xaid he asked ^ lised medicine though he 


him: “Perhaps you are a 
gangster and want lo rob 

, me," but the man replied 
arnvec atl that he was not a gang- 
had meta Keswick and Vilbert saw| M. 99 he went with him. 
the man intended taking! Convicting 

him into a military camp.! Clarke 
he protested but 


was a soldier and could 
tive him permission 
penniiy slay there, 

p i eariier. When they 


had never been a regis- 
tered practitioner and 
that he was prosecuted 
for this offence. 

Mrs. Becket sald in her 
him, Mr | statement of claim that 
sald Vilbert was! Herr Doktor was born at 
the mid quite clearly a trespasser. Schmaulkuldea, Germany, 


to 


] drinks 







2 , Adelaide 23 Ma 

: | y 1953 

s a ier Becker’s deportation, the “Truth” 

5 Cap shot with its lurid hyperbole. The real 


3 ul Becker's diyo 
dos rce was quite different 
chapter 14, Correcting the REOTA j 





| | ID Pbotograpb of Becker attacbed 
? 4 | to divorce documents 


dhe Hitler Club 
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Becker’s last letter to his children, dated 17 January 1961 
showing signs of terminal deterioration 
He passed away on 21 February 1961 





The last known Photograph; 


a wistful Dr Becker, on board a steamer in Bremen barbour December 1960 











The Hitler Club 


said:-“ They've got it coming to them, and, by God, we are just the 
boys to hand it out to them, I've spoken to several and there are quite 
a bunch of us who are out for some revenge...” 


Uhe following is a complete list of those who said the above and 
similar things:” 


„there then followed sixty-four names. 


The “similar things” were never particularised. 


A4 was still at it in March and April 1945, just before the 
Wars end, when he continued reporting on Fritz Homburg's com- 
ments on Allied propaganda: 


“all this talk about a just war...is so much eyewash, because 
all England and her Allies are concerned about is the utter defeat of a 
powerful trade rival... 

_..if the British Empire is bad enough to declare war on a nation 
which after all is only seeking her rights, only for the sake of monop- 
olies in trade, then J am finished with this glorious thing they call the 
British Empire. The Union Jack to me stands for money and 
blood... British justice... is only a handy catchword to cover the mul- 
titude of sins. The war ...was forced on Germany. The cause was pri- 
marily, jealousy of Hitler and his huge successes. Secondly, England 


was afraid of losing her domineering position as a world-wide trader.” 


At the time of D-Day (6th of June 1944), Fritz was heard by 
A4 to say that he hoped it would turn out a fiasco. 


But with all this surveillance going on, both professional and 
amateur, what was the proved outcome of the Nazi Party’s success 
in penetrating into South Australia’s inner sanctum? That is what 
will be looked at next. 


Bed 
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The Hitler Club 
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The Hitler Club 


11 


Nazi Penetration (?! 


From infancy on we are all spies; the shame is not this but that 
the secrets to be discovered are so paltry and few 


John Updike 


At the outbreak of the War, Arthur Moritz Wolf was the 
Treasurer of the Nazi Party in Australia. He lived in a flat in the 
suburb of Coogee in Sydney. 

Wolf may well have been a scrupulous accountant but he was 
a sloppy bookkeeper: when he was arrested and interned he left 
behind some valuable documents. His landlady went to clean up 
his flat and discovered several lists of names under linoleum 
beneath a dresser. The lists described some names as members of 
the Party. 

The purpose of having several lists was not clear. There was 
some overlap between the names appearing on them and some may 
have simply related to standing subscribers to Die Bruecke, donors 
to the Winter Help Fund, donors for other Party needs and so on. 

But they certainly provided Intelligence with their most vital 
clue as to the identity of Party members and sympathisers, as well 
as an indication of the interconnectedness of the Party and the 
Asmis Bund. By July 1940 Security had been able to prepare a 
compendious list by removing those who were obviously not Party 
members (e.g. because they were not German nationals or of 
German descent in any sense). They concluded with the warning: 


2/3 
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"that the lists are not considered a complete record of Naz; 
Party Members in this country at the outbreak of hostilities, since the 
dates of some are early 1938, and it is known that a special drive was 
made in 1938-39 for unlimited recruiting into the Party, provided the 
applicants were good National Socialists.” 


The final tally came to 177 names of persons living in 
Australia and New Guinea. Of that list, 22 had left Australia before 
the War, one was dead at that time, 82 (or nearly 50%) were 
interned at the outbreak of which 44 (or 25%) hailed from South 
Australia. 

The overwhelming majority of persons so identified enjoyed 
only the probationary status of a Party-Candidate, as opposed to 
that of full membership. 


The Hitler Club in South Australia 


The South Australian roll-call of Party members was as follows 
(alphabetically, and * means that they were interned: A means that 
they had come from Adelaide and T means that they had hailed 


from Tanunda): 


Abel, Wilhelm* (Birdwood) 
Bartsch, Walter* A 

Bay, Reinhold* A 

Bay, lTheodor* A 

Becker, Johannes Heinrich* T 
Becker, Mona Gertrude T 
Beckmann, Paul (left country) A 
Berg, Moritz von* A 

Bohlens, Olaf* A 

Bretag, Georg* A 

Drake, Franz* T 

Freyler, Katharina A 

Geiger, Max (deceased) A 
Goern, Emma-Louise T 
Goern, Otto* T 

Heim, Friedrich* T 

Heinle, Ludwig* A 

Heuke, Fritz (Port Pirie) 
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Hoerisch, Kurt* T 

Jobs, Wilhelm* T 

Jung, Johanna (left country) A 
Kuhri, Émil* A 

Lebek, Wilhelm (Moculta) 
Methsieder, Georg* A 

Peters, Elizabeth A 

Placzek, Franz* A 

Pohl, Ernst A 

Rindfleisch, Helmut* A 
Scheiner, Johannes* A 

Schlenk, Margarete A 

Schlenk, Richard* A 

Schmidt, Albert (left country) A 
Schmidt, Otto-Georg A 
Schober, Georg A 

Schubert, Kurt (left country) T 
Starke, Pauline A 

Starke, Emil Ernst Robert* A 
Strauss, Walter* (Gawler) 
Wallenstein, Heinrich (left country) A 
Wiech, Jacob* T 

Wiech, Luise T 

Woelke, Fritz T 

Zacharias, Walter* A 


Many of these names only appear once or twice in the files of 
Security, perhaps reflecting their relative unimportance in the day 


to day workings of the Party. 


Missing Persons 


Of the above names, those who were established beyond any 
doubt to be full members of the Party (as opposed to Party- 
Candidates) were (from Adelaide) Abel, the two Bays, Bartsch, 
Bohlens, Bretag, Heinle, Kuhri, Methsieder, Rindfleisch, Richard 
Schlenk and Starke and (from Tanunda) the Beckers, Goern, 
Heim, Heuke and Jacob Wiech. 

There was no mention of Hermann or Fritz Homburg, 
Heinrich Krawinkel or Monsy Schulz. Nor was there any mention 


275 


The Hiter GUT mmm 


of Willy Bock. The list was also silent as to his friends, the 
Molkenthien brothers, who, Security had maintained, had been 
members of the Party and whose affiliation with it had contributed 
to Bock’s own internment. 

As for known Nazis who do not appear on the list, one should 
remember Dr Seger, the Consul in Adelaide, who made his way to 
New Zealand before War was declared. Likewise, as noted above, 
Paul Beckmann and Johanna Jung, both members of the 
Consulate in Adelaide, succeeded in getting themselves to Japan. 

There is no mention on the list of Pastor Gielow, who was a 
Nazi and interned, but his rumoured expulsion from the Party in 
1934 may explain that. Nor is Pastor Held named, even though he 
had been suspected of being a Nazi. 

Finally, there is no mention of the three members of the 
Bohlmann family from Woodville, an Adelaide suburb, whose 
Party-related activities (which were discussed in more detail earli- 
er) seemed to hold a peculiar fascination for the Security Service. 


Contingency Plans 


Correspondence which had been seized by Security in Sydney 
also showed that if the Federal Government had abolished the 
Nazi Party, or proscribed its activities in Australia, there was a con- 
tingency plan to continue its role under the aegis of the German 
Labour Front (Deutsche Arbeitsfront or DAF). 

If that too were to be proscribed, a Bund or Club needed to 
be founded called the Reichsdeutsche Vereinigung (Association of 
German Subjects) to carry on the Nazi Party’s principal functions. 

The crucial correspondence on this matter was a letter from 
one Henschell, a known Gestapo agent writing to the AO in 
Berlin on the 9th of August 1939, only three weeks before the War 
started. 


In the process of translating it, the Investigation Branch 
remarked: 


“From the tone of the letter in German, [the part dealing with 
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Australian. authorities] sounds particularly arrogant, especially as 
boasted by the Gestapo man here to Party headquarters in Germany 
- the way he maintains he can order the Australian authorities about, 
twist them around his little finger with a gullible lie at the same time 
appealing to their chivalry, and then warn the authorities not to use 


crooked means of dealing with them [Germans]." 

The DAF organization was a high point in the totalitarian 
control of both business and labour in Germany. Employer 
Organisations and Trade Unions were swept aside and their inter- 
ests and functions wholly assumed by the DAF 

Other related organisations such as the Winter Help Fund, the 
Women’s Auxiliaries and the Youth Movement, while seemingly 
innocuous in a political sense, were thought to be nonetheless vec- 
tors for propaganda in all its forms. No body which had associa- 
tions with the Party (and more particularly the AO) was exempt 
from this principal purpose. 

Of course, the major Australia-wide publication that was creat- 
ed for this end was Die Bruecke itself. The first sites of attempts by 
the Party to take control were, as has already been noted, the 
German Clubs in various States. Melbourne did not succumb, 
Sydney and Brisbane did to some extent and, immediately prior to 


the War, Adelaide had been taken over. Perth was being softened up. 


Tanunda 


Of equal concern to the authorities was the extent of involve- 
ment by the Party in local activities. This concern was never made 
clearer than in a six-page briefing note compiled in February 1943 
(well after Beckers internment) entitled “German Activities in 
Tanunda and Nazism’. It had doubtless been prepared from a vari- 
ety of informants and sources on the ground in the Barossa Valley, 
and Tanunda in particular. 

To state the matter bluntly, there was not one aspect of the 
civic, cultural, sporting or recreational life of the township (accord- 
ing to this extraordinary document which oozed paranoia) that 
was not somehow impinged upon by Nazis, Nazi sympathisers or 
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(what amounted to the same thing in effect) Germans Of people 
interested in the outward and visible symbols or expressions of 
Germanism: 


“It has to be remembered that the Nazi party did nothing with- 
out an object.” 


What a beautifully self-sustaining statement. It gave energy to 
those who were prepared to find what they wanted. 

The author gave a brief recital of Admiral Menche’s visit in 
1925, as well as that of a Dr Henniger and the birth of the AQ, 
and noted that: 


“In 1931 and since that date many of the leading personalities 
[of Tanunda] have been very strongly German, and have provided 
fruitful ground for the sowing of Nazism." 


The paper then proceeded to consider all the various societies 
and associations in the area and their composition. Nothing 
escaped scrutiny and much of the "intelligence" must have origi- 
nated from local spies and sleuths. 

There were the Lutheran Churches and the /ugend Verein 
(Youth Club) with its fertile ground of the youth of the town. 

Then there was the Tanunda Liedertafel, the special interest of 
Fritz Homburg and which, because the Nazis regarded it as a pecu- 
liarly German institution, was ripe for influence. It had a number 
of star performers including the wives of leading townsmen with 
German names. (There was no indication that Dr Becker had any- 
thing to do with this society). 

Next to consider was the Tanunda band which was a source of 
great civic pride. A man called John was its conductor and seemed 
to have nothing to do with the Nazi element; but because one of 
his relatives was a secretary to Dr Becker, and another one attend- 
ed meetings of the Party, the entire John family should, it was 
advised, be closely watched. Becker had no role in it. 

The Tanunda Club Incorporated was also to be watched 
because the father-in-law of Fritz Homburg was once its President. 
It should be investigated: though Dr Becker was not known to be 
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a member of it. 

The Tanunda Institute also seemed to have come under the 
control of the German element. Fritz Homburg was elected its 
President in 1936 and a local solicitor now appeared to be aspiring 
to Fritz’s crown. Becker was not involved with it. That solicitor 
(Martin Kriewaldt) had had a German education at various 
Lutheran schools. He also managed the legal affairs for such peo- 
ple as Monsy Schulz. Besides, the Institute was the venue for the 
showing of many of the Nazi propaganda films. 

The business of E. Schrapel & Sons needed to be looked at. It 
had been under suspicion in the First World War. A Mr Schrapel 
had visited Germany for medical attention in 1930, and in 1932 
they were selling gramophone records of Deutschland Ueber Alles. 
Members of the Schrapel family, as well as the Seppelts, drove Dr 
Asmis around the Valley when he visited in 1933. 

Auricht’s Printery, headed by Monsy Schulz, seemed to be 
strongly pro-German. Schulz of course was a close friend of 
Becker. The printery was responsible for printing anti-Semitic lit- 
erature that was used against a Colonel Cohen, who was a Jewish 
candidate standing in a Victorian State election. 

The Barossa News was next. This newspaper appeared to 
become sympathetic to Becker as early as 1931. One noteworthy 
matter was that Becker's old German shipping line Norddeutscher- 
Lloyd advertised in this paper. 

The Tanunda Kegel Club had gone out of existence for some 
time before 1932 but was revived largely due to Becker’s efforts. It 
was a game approved by Nazis as it was characteristically German: 


“The Nazis fostered anything which promised to hold Germans 
together and excluded other nationalities.” 


The Tanunda Philatelic Society appeared to have been defi- 
nitely Nazi in origin. It was started in 1935 when Nazi activity 
reached its peak. The briefing note mentioned names, but not that 
of Becker himself, which is a surprising omission given the doctor’s 
life-long, passionate interest in collecting stamps. 

The Tanunda Gymnasium Club fostered another characteris- 


LLI 





Bened 





(Dr POP CUM em ti 


tic German sport. It too was formed in 1935, 

The Bowls Club rated a mention because Becker was known, 
to have been a keen lawn bowler, with his bowls bearing a swasti- 
ka bias, as well as the Tanunda (Australian Rules) Football Club 
whose members had, in 1936, elected among its Patrons Dr 
Becker, Monsy Schulz and Fritz Homburg. 

Apart from these bodies, the social rounds of Becker and his 
coterie could also have provided a clue as to those who may have 
fallen under the Nazi sway. To this end, the social columns in the 
local newspapers of Angaston (The Leader) and Tanunda (Barossa 
News) could have provided vital hints and would repay close 
research. For example, the guest list of the party of women who 
farewelled Mona before she and her husband left for Germany in 
October 1933 and welcomed her home in March 1934, provided 
a Who's Who of Tanunda society. 

By now the surnames were starting to get quite repetitive. 


And lest the obvious be overlooked: 


“There is even a certain amount of significance to be attached to 
the fact that a person received medical attention from Dr Becker, if 
there are already a number of indications pointing in the direction of 
Nazism.” 


While acknowledging that most of the Nazi Party members 
had by then been interned, there were still a number of sympathis- 
ers who belonged to the Becker-inspired societies of the Friends of 
Nazi Germany and the Deutscher Fortbildungsverein. Those who 
attended meetings behind Heinrich’s store — like Fritz Homburg — 
probably belonged to one or the other and that gave them the 
opportunity to truthfully deny that they had ever attended Nazi 
Party meetings. 

It was further suggested that other activities, upon which more 
information could be obtained about people involved, included 
the screening of German propaganda films and the trade relations 
of firms in Tanunda. 

As to the latter, one local boot-maker and storekeeper (and 
Justice of the Peace and Coroner) more than once advertised a 
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lange consignment of old German wood clogs. A local garage was 
agent for the sale of German built cars and motor cycles. A local 
radio shop was getting in stock Kreisler radios. A local photogra- 
pher employed a man whose associates were pro-German and: 


",..was apparently the operator who took a photograph of the 
Nazi Party in 1934.” 


It was recommended that other businesses which were worth 
further investigation included Laubman and Pank (optometrists), 
the Vacuum Oil Company and General Motors-Holden which 
had Nazis numbered among their employees. 


Exhausted, the writer finished: 


“The number of scents which could be followed is bewilder- 
ing... Dr Becker was instrumental in sending several young men from 
Tanunda to Germany... and the families of these boys are almost cer- 
tain to have been people of Nazi sympathies, as Dr Becker was a very 
strict National Socialist and would have no dealings with the luke- 


warm. 


There was no mention of the Tanunda Cricket Club and pos- 
sible infiltrators there. But one finds it hard to imagine Dr Becker 
giving any overt support to a game that was so quintessentially 
English. 

No doubt the intentions underlying this document were well- 
meaning. But to some extent it represented an indictment of the 
Australian Security officials whose xenophobic paranoia painted 
anyone with German ancestry or sympathies as a potentially dan- 
gerous enemy of the state. 

An accusation of loathing strangers and foreigners could just 
as easily be levelled at Australian officialdom as at any German- 


Australian, whether they were Nazi or otherwise. 


Recruitment 


The hearings by the Aliens Tribunals of objections against 
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internment, which were brought by various German nationals 
were made aware that, in many cases, they had been coerced imo 
joining the Party whilst they were in Australia, apparently by the 
use of fear and unfair pressure. 

Mr Gillard, who appeared as counsel for the Minister of the 
Army in many such cases, provided a lengthy dissertation on the 
state of knowledge of the Security Services by way of his opening 
in the first Krawinkel appeal: 


“If Germans have relatives in Germany, coercion and fear can be 
used against them, that is an important factor to bear in mind when 
they come under the hands of German agents...people who have rel- 
atives in Germany may be forced to do things they would not do oth- 
erwise.” 


Security were of the opinion that the simple-minded Germans 
were unable to understand that, on British territory (i.e. Australia), 
to report on others for political reasons, or to control by fear and 
intimidation the actions of other Germans, was contrary to the 
British constitution and the British conception of law. 

Security also believed that the behaviour of German internees 
in Camp provided some measure by which to gauge an individual's 
commitment to the values of Nazism or the Party: 


“,..the Germans in control [in Camps] are Nazis. They are men 
generally of strong individuality and they do exercise the greatest 
influence on the other internees...If a German be thrown into the 
compound he can consort with anybody...and by his choice of 
friends we can gauge his character." 


Having canvassed the outline of the factual material Gillard 
went on to lecture the Tribunal as to where the onus of proof in 
objection proceedings lay: 


“A German alien comes forward to satisfy this Tribunal as to the 
fact that he is not going to be dangerous to the Commonwealth and 
the onus is on him to establish of course beyond reasonable doubt 
that he is not going to be dangerous to the community." 
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IE chere was any doubt at the end of the day then the benefit of 
it should go to the Commonwealth and not the individual. The 
Inbunal had only to be satisfied that there was a possibility that an 
alien would be a potential danger for them to keep him in intern- 
ment, even though that was not the express legal criterion. The 
Chairman of the Tribunal made the robust observation at this stage: 


“It seems to me the more you address us the more I come to 
think that every alien enemy should be interned.” 


Such a comment could not have engendered confidence in the 
impartiality and fairness of the process that was about to unfold. 
Apart from being judicially unwise, it was a highly unethical aside. 


On the other hand, pro-German propaganda for diplomats 
such as Dr Seger was always the primary focus. 


More Propaganda 


Intercepted correspondence between the German Consulates 
in Sydney and Adelaide and between them and Berlin provided 
clear evidence of the collection and dissemination of German 
propaganda. 

Becker and Dr Asmis frequently exchanged letters of request 
and thanks for the provision of materials for libraries, schools and 
public exhibition. 


Dr Seger commented to one reader: 


“,..As is well known, the attitude in Australia is extremely anti- 
German. It is clear that England swallows every increase in Germany’s 
strength with difficulty. Then the ignorance of the local population 
about all situations outside Australia is very great... There I have a 
profitable field of enlightenment. But the influence of the lodges and 
of the Jews is unfortunately very considerable. Anyway one has to go 
very cautiously. They have to get used to the Nazi flag, willy-nilly...” 
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This last reference is clearly in respect of Segers penchant for 
upsetting the Adelaide townsfolk by flying the Third Reichs flay 
from the Colonial Mutual Life building at 41-49 King William 
Street, which housed the Consulate and which happened to be one 
of the tallest in the City at the time. It certainly drew fire from the 
left-wing paper, the Worker's Weekly on the 5th of November 1937: 


[An explanation] of this outburst of good diplomatic manners 
is that the Nazi consul is out to take every possible opportunity of 
flaunting the bloody flag of his murderous masters before the eyes of 
the people of South Australia. It is known that the Nazis are very 
active in South Australia where there is a large number of people of 
German origin. It was the Association for the Restoration of German 
Names [sic] a fascist outfit, which two years ago succeeded in getting 
the German names of such places as Hahndorf, Lobethal restored 
from the English names which replaced them during the Great War.” 


Materials were provided to libraries as diverse and far afield as 
those in Sydney, Brisbane, Toowoomba, Walla Walla in New South 
Wales, Nuriootpa and Loxton as well as in Tanunda itself. Such 
materials included the speeches and writings of Hitler and 
Goebbels, studies on the iniquities of Versailles, German periodi- 
cals and pamphlets (including Germans Abroad by Gauleiter 
Bohle) and one from Australia entitled ‘A Disabled Man’s Book of 
Humour, Poems, Sketches and Funny Jokes’ printed in Adelaide. 

In all, the Security Service tabulated seven sets of extracts from 
these, and similar, items of inter-Consulate correspondence, deal- 
ing with the following broad categories: 


1. Propaganda and its distribution; 

2. Concern over Germanism in Australia and bringing together of all 
Germans; 

3. Interest in and help given to the Nazi Party; 

4. Finger in the affairs of Church and Schools; 

5. Education of Australians in Germany; 

6. The German Bund: and 


7. Press reports and statistical figures for Foreign Office. 


Under category No. 2, Dr Seger was at it again, writing to 


Admiral Menche of the AO: 
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SAM the Party members must again join the South Australian 
German Club, in order to strengthen the Germanism in it, and to 
raise the standard...” 


and to the German Foreign Office he whined: 


"German Australians are finding themselves in rapid process 
of Anglicisation, and losing the knowledge of the German language 
and with that, their understanding for and their interest in their con- 
nection with Germany...In order to put an end to the unfortunate 
conditions indicated it is necessary to draw together and to educate 
the Reich Germans and so to preserve their Deutschtum, while among 
the Australian Volk Germans, the love of German character, German 
language, customs and usages must be maintained, must be fostered 


» 
anew. 


and later again to the Foreign Office: 


*. .. My main task to bring together the Germans, who have fall- 
en into disunity, is, for widely differing reasons, anything but easy. A 
strong confusion, and lack of unity rules amongst the Germans; fre- 
quent moral uncleanliness; turning away from the Reichsdeutsche 
amongst a section of the Australian Germans." 


In late 1937 Admiral Menche conceived the idea of reopening 
the Adelaide Stuetzpunkt, which had been dissolved on Beckers 
removal, with Ernst Starke as its leader. But Starke advised that he 
could not accept the honour and it was the arrival of Paul 
Beckmann from London which enabled the position to be filled. 

One of Dr Seger’s favourite themes was the development of a 
scheme to send young Australians to Germany to learn a trade, 
profession or craft: the longer the time spent there the better. 

It was preferred that they be “young people who are particu- 


larly susceptible”: and 


"I need not point out that young people after spending a longish 
time in Germany would do valuable propaganda among their com- 
rades and young people of their own age in South Australia. Apart 
from this, non German-Australians who undauntedly stand up for 
the Third Reich must have the possibility to collect some truths in 


Germany." 
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As already mentioned, Dr Asmis’s pet project was the Bund des 
Deutschtum in Australien and Neuseeland which was designed to 
unify the policy of the German Clubs in those countries. The 
Clubs in turn would be places that disseminated propaganda. 

As Asmis remarked to Gauleiter Bohle in 1934: 


"...in Australia the first rule is to awaken the love of Adolf 
Hitler’s New Germany and to get to know this Germany and what it 
thrives for.” 


Three years later Dr Asmiss tune had changed markedly. In 
writing to the Consul in Adelaide he said in dispirited tones: 


“Germanism in South Australia has always been especially dear 
to me since my arrival in the year 1932 mainly because I was of the 
opinion that, with skill and tenacity, really valuable results could most 
easily be obtained in the province of the Politics of Germanism. Later 
I was troubled by Dr Becker, insofar as South Australia came into the 


question." 


To Dr Seger, Asmis made it clear that he required a constant 


flow of information on the topics of: 


l. Germanism in South Australia or Germans travelling through 
South Australia; 

2. The Jewish question; 

3. The Freemason question; 

4. Communism; 

5. Australia’s armament. 


In July 1938, writing to Asmis from his Kensington Gardens 
home, Seger commented with profound insight: 


“The attitude of South Australians about the Jewish question is 
pretty clear. They are pitied, Germany is rebuked, but they wont have 
them here.” 


and he went on to bemoan the fact that: 


“I have gained the impression that the Foreign Office isn't 
particularly interested in Australia. That the funds that I wanted with- 
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in really modest limits for free passages were silently refused is an indi- 
cation of it. 


It was also clear to Security that the South Australian Consulate 
was forwarding to Asmis large amounts of information regarding 
diverse statistical indicators e.g. on the State's coal and coke produc- 
tion and overseas and interstate exports of both commodities. 

Then the Consulate supplied details of Port Adelaide's inter- 
state, coastal and European shipping services and their related 
agencies, whether they were for the carriage of freight or passengers 
or refrigerated cold-storage. Information was provided also on 
such matters in respect of the Far East, North and South America, 
India and Africa. 

Suffice it to say, every item of this information was always 
publicly available or accessible. Nevertheless, a supercilious Dr 
Seger obviously felt that his endless dabbling in propaganda was of 


vital importance to Germanism and Germany. It was all just a bit 


of fun really, until the War erupted. 


The AO Again 


In February 1938 the Security Service considered the degree to 
which the AO may have been capable of controlling German 


nationals abroad and concluded: 


* ..[I]t is felt beyond question that the [AO], while strictly 
observing the laws of the country, engages in the widest possible activ- 
ity in educating public thought to accept the German viewpoint and 
ideology on such matters as the return of former German colonies, 
the righteousness of Nazi doctrine and of anti-Jewish measures. The 
[AO] gathers information on such matters as the measure of German 
sympathy retained by German nationals, former nationals now natu- 
ralised British subjects, and Australians of German descent, and how 
such sympathies may be utilised in certain eventualities." 
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12 
Internment 1939-47 


Those who would give up essential liberty to purchase a little tem- 


porary safety deserve neither liberty nor safety 


Benjamin Franklin 


Dr Becker’s loss of liberty did not mean that he was not deter- 
mined to have his say, even if it related only to quotidian matters 
of housekeeping in the Internment Camps themselves. 

He had been taken from Tanunda to the Headquarters of the 
4th Military District at Keswick barracks in the City. From there 
he was eventually taken to the civilian gaol at Gladstone in the 
State’s mid-north. 

He had requested that he be allowed to have his library from 
the Deutsche Fortbildungsverein in Tanunda and permission had 
been granted. One day Mona brought the books with her in a 
trunk when paying a visit. He held the library in his cell and lent 
books to co-internees. 

In February 1940 Becker, now sporting his new identification 
as Internee $.3005, was transferred to No.1A Camp in Tatura (sev- 
eral kilometres from Shepparton in the Goulburn Valley of 
Victoria) and again got permission to transfer his books. 

Camp 1A housed German nationals who, had there not been 
a formal declaration of war, would have been entitled to the aid 
and protection of their government through the diplomatic repre- 
sentatives in Australia. But there was a formal declaration of war, 
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in consequence of which they stood condemned and abandoned to 
the whim of the Australian authorities. Their birthright, German 
citizenship, no longer held meaning or value. 

But worse — as noted in the cases of the Homburgs, Krawinke! 
and Schulz — Australian citizenship (whether from birth or natu- 
ralisation) meant next to nothing as well. 


At the very time Fritz Homburg was interned it was also 
reported that Becker: 


* has been one of the best behaved of the Nazis. He is said not 
to express a view these days on any subject. He prefers to remain 
quiet, and will just wait and see how things go overseas." 


During the November 1940 Advisory Committees hearing in 
respect of Fritz, a Bank Manager from Tanunda who had lived 
there for seventeen years, testified: 


“The vast majority of people in Tanunda could be described as 
people of German descent. So far as German sympathies are con- 
cerned, | have never heard anyone in Tanunda or Lyndoch express 
German sympathies. So far as I know all the persons I have come in 
contact with in both districts are entirely loyal...1 knew Dr Becker 
enough in Tanunda to say good day to as we passed. I do not know 
whether he was loyal or disloyal. I never had any conversation with 
him. I never knew whether he was a Nazi or not.” 


In the same proceedings, another Tanunda man, who was a 
storekeeper, a Justice of the Peace and Coroner, related his history 
of having known Becker: 


“I know the people who came from Germany in the latter years 
were members of the Nazi Party which was started in Tanunda. | 
think Dr Becker was the leader of that, I think that from things I have 
heard. I knew Dr Becker quite well, I visited at his home, and he vis- 
ited at my home. I never discussed with him Nazi principles. It was 
never mentioned either by him to me or by me to him. I knew him 
all the time he was at Tanunda. I saw him every day when he came 
for his paper at the shop alongside of mine. I visited his place on an 
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average about once a month for a term, and he visited my place about 
the same. But never on any occasion were Nazi principles discussed." 


When Becker was transferring to a different Compound in 
latura, in December 1942, an argument erupted between another 
internee and him over the ownership of certain books; Becker was 
at pains to tell about their provenance and his entitlements: 


"The reason for creating such a library was only a personal con- 
cern of mine and a very simple one. My status and my social stand- 
ing in Australia amongst the Germans led to many inquiries about 
good, modern and progressive reading matter...Most of the books 
were sent to me through the office of the German Consul General in 
Sydney and some were sent direct to me.” 


The dispute went unresolved as the Camp Commandant was 
ordered to take no action. Becker also unsuccessfully sought the 
return of various books which were seized at the time of his arrest. 


Injury 


A few days before his internment Becker had injured his right 
thumb while using a crank-handle to start his Studebaker motor 
car. His wrist and thumb were already encased in plaster on his 
arrest. But a rumour had spread very quickly, and just as quickly 
scotched, that he had sustained the injury when he was at 
Gladstone Gaol and had been bayonetted in one of his buttocks by 
a soldier. 

For six weeks afterwards Becker had electrical and massage 
treatment for his hand in Adelaide. But before the healing process 
had finished he was transferred to Tatura. He applied many times 
for the resumption of treatment but with no luck. 

He also applied for repatriation to Germany on medical 
grounds with no luck. 

By December 1943 (i.e. four years after the initial injury) he 
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found that the atrophy had become pronounced and requested a 
visit to Heidelberg Military (Victoria) hospital nearby. For good 


measure he added: 


“While undergoing such treatment I would be willing to make 
available my professional services as a qualified German Medical 
Practitioner at the Hospital, to attend to German, Japanese and 
Italian internees and prisoners of war. In conformity with the Geneva 
Convention I could then be graded as protected personnel to perform 
this medical service... This suggestion would occupy my time while 
undergoing my treatment ...would also to some extent relieve the 
pressure of work on the medical staff ...more particularly since | 
could converse with German patients in their own language.” 


A fortnight later an Army doctor saw the patient and report- 
ed that, apart from the slightest wasting of the thumb muscles, 
there was no disability and further treatment was not advised. 

On the 5th of January 1944 Becker launched into a full-scale 
self-diagnosis with further suggestions for his treatment or other 
disposition. 

He meticulously analysed his loss of power and loss of control 
as well as the positioning of his fingers and the state of the affected 
muscles. He described paraesthesia in his thumb and measured — 
with an improvised paper tape — each of the fingers and thumbs on 
both hands. The overwhelming conclusion was that the right hand 
had become significantly smaller than the left. He elaborated: 


“When carrying a loaf of bread with the right hand in the 
pronate position, | can do it for a very short time but then I have to 
turn my hand in the supinate position. When carrying a dish or a tray 
with contents, or a pannikin full of tea or coffee, I can lift these 
objects, but I cannot hold and carry them for a long distance, I have 
to make use of the support of the left hand or have to change hands 
or have to stop altogether for a moment. The feeling is as if the mus- 
cles in the hand rapidly start to swell and at the same moment the 
power declines." 


He then prescribed the treatment: galvanic electricity and 


massage only, and later galvanic and faradic treatment, which 
should take six to nine or, better, twelve months. 
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lo obtain such care he then boldly suggested one of three 
Wavy: 


“1. My repatriation to Germany, or 

2. [Treatment at the Heidelberg Hospital with his offer to help] or 
3. Restricted release to a country district in NSW, Victoria or West 
Coast of SA where the presence of a medical practitioner is urgently 
needed and where I could treat myself and with the offer to attend to 
the medical needs of the civilian population.” 


These novel offers were not accepted. 
A fortnight later he wrote to request a medical examination. 


His request was not approved. 
If nothing else, his dogged perseverance and ingenuity were 


never in question. 


In March 1944 Becker was back in Loveday Camp and Mona 
sought permission to see him for the first time in three and a half 


years. She and the children visited on the 11th of April. 


Becker complained that certain correspondence from him had 
been intercepted. He was advised it was with Internal Security. 
They were three letters to his wife. One talked of his obtaining a 


note book for his “secret notes”. 
The second one said, among other things: 


“I need treatment for my hand without any further delay, but 
will not be achieved while I remain interned... I hope you realize that 
certain people would love to intern or gaol me for another five years 
without giving me any medical treatment.” 


An officer had noted that this appeared to be a veiled criticism 
of the authorities and as such was unwarranted. 
The third letter, carrying sinister overtones, said: 


“I hope that you understand that I cannot be released here in 
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this country because the public opinion is stirred up against me con- 
tinuously by the untrue newspaper articles... I soon would be 
“bowled over” if | would be out from here.” 


The family visited him again in August 1944. 


Younger members of the family, such as Monas niece, felt the 
brunt of hostility in her small country town. She was asked on sev- 
eral occasions to go to the Post Office to dispatch parcels for Dr 
Becker while he was in the Loveday camp. She was verbally abused 
by postal workers for doing so. 

On one occasion, she told her mother about the abuse and 


asked: 


“Why are you sending parcels to Uncle Heini?" 


to which came the answer: 


“You don't know whos going to win the war.” 


In November 1944 it came to Becker’s attention that the 
authorities had seized his medical certificates and he wanted them 
back. They were duly returned. 


There were “basher gangs” in the various Camps and the 
authorities knew it. They were the self-appointed vigilantes who 
made it their job to keep law and order, ensure that internees kept 
the Nazi faith and bring any recalcitrants under control. 

Becker was bashed several times for abandoning the faith but 
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he did not complain except when he was being returned from 
Loveday in South Australia to Tatura in Victoria in January 1945. 
On that occasion, he warned the authorities that he would hold 
them responsible if, in Tatura, the beatings were to be repeated: 


“I was detained at Internment Camp No.1 Tatura from February 
1940 all August 1942. During that period I was subjected to victim- 
ization by the Internees of that camp. The final result of this victim- 
ization was that on August 25th 1942 I was assaulted by some of the 
Internees... I will claim from you the necessary protection for my life 


and for my property..." 


Whether he was in captivity or not, Becker never baulked at 
the challenge of protecting his dignity. And the authorities contin- 
ued to ignore their legal obligations. 


Toy Soldiers 


The Julius Street, Tanunda house was searched in total on no 
fewer than four times. Presumably each search was prompted by 
fresh information handed in by an ever-growing band of patriotic 
gumshoes and sleuths, which then gave rise to further suspicions 
that the authorities were required to investigate. 

The first search was conducted more than a year after Becker's 
arrest and came after a tip-off from a source who, in September 


1940, said: 


"[ believe that if the room is searched you will find a photograph 
of the members of the Nazi Club, and perhaps other information of 


value." 


After Becker's internment his papers and personal belongings 
were packed in one room of the house by the landlord. The room 
and its window were secured. The key to the room was taken by 
Mona and the landlord and his family resumed living in the 
remainder of the house. 


On the 9th of October 1940 the search revealed the cupboards 
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and instruments of his practice, including an X-ray machine and 
furniture. There were numerous stamps. Around the room were 
piled masses of German newspapers and other publications of a 
political nature stacked in heaps as high as three or four feet. 
There were numerous German language books and the 
English-speaking officer executing the warrant observed: 


“There were many heaps of paper cuttings of a political or of a 
propaganda nature, all of which in my opinion were of a subversive 
nature...photographs in the form of snaps were found, these ran into 
thousands. Some of the snaps found were photographs of Nazi sup- 
porters as persons seen in the snaps wore the swastika on their arms, 
other snaps were of groups of people and more often as not a German 
flag would be included in the picture, this flag would have a swastika 
on it, which went to suggest that all concerned were pro-German and 
Nazi sympathizers.” 


All this material was loaded up and found its way to Keswick 
where nearly all of it was later pulped. 

The second search was executed on the 1st of June 1943, and 
seized among banking and personal papers was Becker's diary relat- 
ing to his journeys when he was ships surgeon. 

The search had obviously been prompted by concerns that 
Becker may have had a radio transmitter. During the War rumours 
circulated that, among his many nefarious deeds, he had been 
sending important messages to U-Boats lurking in the Southern 
Ocean. It was rumoured among the townspeople of Tanunda that 
he kept his radio-set inside a piano in the house. 

The wife of Leonard John — Beckers landlord — could not 
account for her husband’s ravings about transmitters. She men- 
tioned a man by the name of Gursansky who had repaired the 
John’s wireless from time to time. The military searched his house 
to no effect and reported: 


“Gursansky a man about 28 years of age has a very fine home 
which is most elaborately furnished with the latest furniture. Perhaps 
an enquiry into his financial affairs would be advisable.” 


One of the rumoured informers in respect of the radio trans- 
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mitter was Beckers old dete noir, Dr Altmann. 

The third search was conducted on the 8th of July 1943. A 
chorough search. — in addition to the removal of all remaining 
German books and correspondence — proved beyond any doubt 
chat nothing of a subversive nature remained in the room. The 
presence of che X-ray equipment, along with other medical para- 
phernalia, was noted: 


"It is considered that the above equipment which appears to be 
modern and in first-class order would be acceptable to the Authorities 
for use in Military Hospitals.” 


Five months later the final search was done. On this occasion 
a search of the whole house — not merely the locked room — was 
completed. This time, as well as written materials, gramophone 
records were seized including Tosca, Madame Butterfly, Tannhauser 
and Ungarisher Marsch, presumably because they were conceivably 


foreign, subversive material. 
A set of toy soldiers (German) was voluntarily handed over by 


Mona at the Freeling Hotel, doubtless avoiding confiscation by the 
authorities for security reasons. 

Beckers Registratered [sic] receipts were also seized. This was 
a pile of registered letter receipts that were listed over 11 pages dat- 
ing from January 1935 to December 1936. This alone showed 
what a prolific and regular correspondent Dr Becker was, especial- 


ly to Marburg. 


Most of the above property was destroyed: the gramophone 
records, in part at least, made their way back into Becker's hands 
in mid-1945. His extensive and much-loved stamp collection was 
never returned and its ultimate fate remains unknown. 

But this started an inquiry that went all the way to the top (i.e. 
the Director-General of Security himself). Becker quite under- 
standably complained about his missing property. He was con- 
cerned to regain all his personal correspondence as well as his very 
valuable stamp collection. 

The Director-General ordered a thorough search of Becker’s 


property that was being held by the Military Authorities. In the 
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meantime, from the extensive list of items held by the Security 
Service itself, he decided that Becker could have returned to hirn 
his set of four lawn bowls (even though they were inscribed on the 
bias with the swastika), a three-ply fretsaw design of five circles, his 
set of toy German soldiers and one record. 

[In addition, Becker alleged that he had heard through a friend 
of his wife that a second-hand dealer in Adelaide had sold an arti- 
cle of furniture which belonged to him. The dealer said he had got 
it from an auction of Becker’s property held in Tanunda. But there 
had never been such an auction. 


The South Australian Deputy-Director of Security said: 


“IT am inclined to discount Beckers claim [of theft] on the 
stamps to some extent. In any event Becker was a leader of the Nazi 
Party in Australia and it was necessary to examine his property and 
correspondence carefully for counter espionage purposes. Whatever 
was destroyed, being envelopes, would have been of little value.” 


It seems that such a cavalier and uncaring attitude could 
always be justified in the name of national security. 

In a later memorandum to the Director-General of the 31st of 
August 1945, the same officer remarked: 


“I consider that the basis of Becker’s allegation is typical of this 
man’s attitude which is to embarrass this Service if possible...1 seri- 
ously doubt if any of Beckers property its missing or if any 
*valuable"stamps have disappeared. If any are missing the property 
passed through many hands in Military Intelligence before reaching 
my custody.” 


In other words, this was a case of the authorities not being pre- 
pared to believe Becker, even if it was possible that he was telling 
the truth. Besides, this property had passed through a lot of offi- 
cial hands: why should one not expect that things — not just the 
stamp collection but also his wine cellar and photos — would go 
missing? 

As for those pestilential toy German soldiers, they still posed a 


national security threat which warranted further consideration. 
The Deputy-Director went on to conclude: 
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“On the question of the set of toy soldiers | join issue with you 
on their return, They are a set primarily typifying the might of 
German. Forces more than toys and were undoubtedly brought to 
Australia with this in view and should be termed propaganda, Since 
the re-education of the German mind is now our primary objective I 
consider these should be retained," 


In a swift and decisive rejoinder, above his loud and large sig- 
nature, Director-General Simpson indignantly snorted: 


"It is not my habit to permit my subordinates to join issue with 
me on any instruction I have given and I do not propose to divert 
Írom my customary attitude in this instance, assume that the phrase 
Wis written without suflicient thought...” 


One is forced to ask: was this uncdifying dialogue merely an 
aberration or was it a typical, meaningful exchange between two 
highly-paid, top men in the Security apparatus of Australia? 


Mona was duly notified that the four items of property were 
available to collect. In that letter the typist obviously missed the 
Shift key. It — and the separate receipt which Mona signed when 
she collected the goods on the 2nd of October — referred to the 
Threeply design of five circles. | | | 

The Threeply rings had in fact been made by Becker himself 
and affixed to his garage at home. l'hat was in 1936. They were 
meant to reproduce the Olympic symbol when Becker was cele- 
brating the fact that Berlin was about to host the XIth Games, 
which it did in the August of that year. 

An officer of the local council had ordered him to remove 
them shortly after they had been affixed. Becker duly complied 
and commented to Mona, with unconscious irony: 


“What more can they take away from me now?” 
This had happened shortly after he had been convicted in the 


Tanunda Court for breaches of the Medical Practitioners Act. 
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What he said has echoes in the filmmaker, Woody Allen's quip: 


“If you really want God to laugh, tell Him your future plans. 


Even the Olympic symbol had posed some sort of threat to the 
ever vigilant members of government. 


Occupying Time 


While he was confined, Becker did many pencil drawings of 
his internment camps. Only a few have survived. 

He also demonstrated his skilled hands by building a beauti- 
ful dolls house for Marlene, in the manner of a German home of 
his birthplace. It is two-storied, complete with a dormer window. 
Its base, walls and roof were made from thin wood obtained from 
4 tea-chest and the furniture (made to precise scale) was made from 
bits and pieces of cigar boxes. 

There were four sets of bedroom furniture, each set painted or 
«tained in a different colour. Each of them had a bed, complete 
with wire frame beneath a mattress and a wardrobe and dressing 
table with a mirror and a matching stool. l'here was a dining room 
table with six chairs, upholstered in leather, and a grandfather 
clock faced with Roman numerals and leadlight glass. All the fur- 
niture was made in the style of the 1920s and 30s. 

Becker had it posted to Marlene in a cleverly disassembled 
state. He had her name printed and pasted inside each wardrobe 
and dresser; he had cut out letters from newspapers to form her 
name. 

Today, it has pride of place in his granddaughter Lauras home, 
enjoyed by his great-grandchildren. 


Suspension 


Becker always made it clear that he was finally suspended from 
the Nazi Party in 1941. This was a significant piece of information 
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when one ^S í 
One comes to consider Becker’s later treatment. 


In 1941 Security had noted in a briefing paper: 


“There is every reason to suppose that the machinery of Nazi 
party Courts is continuing to operate in internment camps in 
Australia. An internee claims to have been brought up before such a 
court at Tatura. The court consisted of ten men and was presided over 
by Dr Haslinger...It would be quite contrary to the usual practice of 
the Nazi Party to allow any part of its organisation to lapse which it 
was possible to hold together, so that it may be safely assumed that 
party discipline is administered in all Nazi camps in accordance with 
the practices in use before the war.” 


The action taken to suspend Becker from the Party followed 
attacks by him at Tatura against the aforementioned Dr EF J. 
Haslinger, Party Member and Camp Leader in No. IA. This was 
the same Haslinger as the one referred to by Monsy Schulz, when 
he complained of the unacceptably Nazi flavour of the Camp. 

At one stage Security entertained the idea of getting Becker to 
talk to them by threatening to disclose to Haslinger the fact that 
Becker had entertained the intention, in 1930, of becoming a 


Freemason: 


“If this were known in Party circles it would redound to Dr 
Becker’s discredit, and the threat of a disclosure of it to Dr Haslinger 
might induce Becker to talk.” 


In December 1938, Haslinger had come to Sydney from 
Chemnitz, Germany as the Australasian representative of Auto 
Union which, next to Opel, was the largest manufacturer of 
German motor vehicles. It was the manufacturer of the DKW 
(Dampf-Kraft-Wagen), the first front-wheel drive car and the pre- 
cursor to the Audi marque. Haslingers arrival in Australia was 
largely inspired by the exhortations of Alfred Hess (Rudolf’s broth- 
er), who was the Commissioner for [rade Questions of the AO. 

In mid-November 1934 Hess had forwarded a circular which 
launched a concerted effort to increase exports of German motor 


Cars: 
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“It is a noticeable fact that the German automobile industry 
plays a small part in German export, although certain German makes 
stand in the first rank with regard to quality and performance. The 
reason for this is, in the first place, the high price, because of the 
refusal of German industry to adopt American methods of produc- 
tion, and secondly, the failure of German manufacturers to adapt 
themselves to the wishes and needs of overseas customers." 


It seems that by a letter written in English and sent to the 
Swiss Consul in Melbourne through the military authorities, 
Becker had levelled a number of accusations, including: 


1. That Haslinger had made himself out to be the leader of the Camps 
A and B without ever being properly elected; 

2. That he always presumed to be the holder of an academic doctor's 
degree which did not belong to him and which, in any case, did not 
exist in Germany; 

3. That Haslinger had illegally represented himself to be a German 
officer; 

4. That Haslinger did not possess the confidence of a large part of A- 
Compound; 

5. That he was setting out to use his position as Camp Leader for his 
own personal advantage, without scruple as to the methods he used. 


Dr Haslinger found out about this and reported Becker's 
actions to the Party leadership in the Camp. He was appalled that 
he would be so roundly accused of dishonourable conduct. 

Five Party members were deputed to conduct a hearing on the 
matter, in effect a Court of Honour (which included Arthur Wolf 
and Ernst Starke) and had among their number a Deputy 
Schlichter (Mediator) of the Party. 

They consulted beforehand with the Swiss Consul to get to 
the bottom of the affair. It is clear that the Consul’s version of what 
Becker wrote and the latter’s own story were completely at odds. 


The final finding was that: 


“The accusations lack all factual basis, and are therefore gross 
libels. 

Furthermore Dr Becker for his part has stated expressly that it 
was a matter purely of one single letter on a solely personal matter 
which was in no way concerned with the person of the Camp Leader. 
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Dr Becker thus endeavoured to hide from us his libels by means of fur- 
ther lies. His conduct js neither that of a German, nor that, much less 
than that, of a member of the [Nazi Party]. As a result of this finding 
the Deputy Landeskreisleiter of the [Party] has decided to suspend 
Party Member Dr Becker from his membership of the party from the 
date of the letter notifying him, that is, as from 28th November 1941.” 


Short of complete expulsion from the Party, a decision which 
could only be made by Berlin, Becket’s days with the Party were by 
then, in every practical sense, well and truly over. 


In May 1944 Becker was the subject of an exhaustive interro- 
gation. As there were no legal means to compel him to speak, one 
must conclude that Becker volunteered his story. Presumably, he 
saw that he had nothing to lose. Only a few scraps of the transcript 
survive. His peace-time associations with various people, including 
fellow internees, were comprehensively broached. When it came to 
discussing the reasons for his 1936 dismissal as Landeskreisleiter he 
told the interrogators that he had no idea why it had occurred and 
he was never given a reason for it. 

Importantly, his cooperation in this regard was never used in 


his favour. 


On the 18th of September 1945, long after the surrender of 
Germany and weeks after the surrender of Japan, the German 
internees of Compound IA at Tatura presented an apparently 
poignant petition to the Federal Minister of Immigration; it was 
obviously circulated before any of them knew, or were told about, 
the pending appointment of an authori ty to consider their person- 
al dilemma. The petition was born out of frustration. 

Their seemingly heartfelt document (or was it simply oppor- 
tunistic?) is worth reproducing in full: 


We, the undersigned, fully concur with and subscribe to the 
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following declaration: 


We are German nationals, many have been in this country for a 
great number of years. Many are married; a great number to 
Australian wives. The children as issue of these Australian marriages, 
whether of Australian or German wives, are eo ipso British nationals. 
Many others have lived in Iran and Palestine. Wherever we were we 
have lived as decent citizens conforming to the laws and customs of 
the country, plying our trades, callings and professions usefully. We 
herewith formally apply for permission to remain in Australia. 

It might be held against a great number of Germans in this 
camp, as evident from letters received, that up to a fortnight before 
the German collapse they still expressed their willingness to return to 
Germany; it was a willingness in duty bound during the time of war. 

We all, in this regard merely abided by the dictum of decency, to 
wit, we did nothing other than carry out the moral dictate of every 
decent Britisher, namely: Right or wrong, my country first. In sup- 
port of this we should like to draw your attention to the fact that ai 
an act of high treason for any Britisher during times of war to reque 
or accept naturalisation within or of any country at — I 
Great Britain or any part thereof (vide case Thomas Brown, x on, 
1919; case William Joyce, [Lord Haw Haw] London, 1945). We ee 
have remained loyal until the expediency arose when we wer 
absolved from our absolute loyalty. Therefore we are now free to n 
individually and propose our willingness to start life anew as useru 
citizens in Australia.” 


One signatory to the above was Olaf Bohlens. 


It ultimately received no official attention at all. Its call fell on 
deaf ears. 


Mr Justice Lestrade 


In October 1945 the Federal Government announced the 
establishment of the Aliens’ Deportation Tribunal, pursuant to the 
Aliens Deportation Act 1945, which would consider the cases of 
all interned enemy aliens — German, Japanese and Italian — to 


determine whether they should be deported or allowed to remain 
in Australia, 


Th 
€ Government then proceeded to appoint the man, who 
was to be the presiding Commissioner 


» as a Justice of the Supreme 
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Court of the Australian Capit 


al Territory. Their choice was none 
other than the fifty-one 


year old, Balmain and working-class born, 

University of Sydney graduate, Judge Advocate-General of the 
Army and Air Force and erstwhile Director-General of the 
Commonwealth Security Service (1942-45), Brigadier William 
Ballantyne Simpson (he of the toy soldier saga) holding that judi- 
cial oftice for fifteen years until 1960. 

Simpson fought on the Western Front in the 11th Field 
Company, Australian Imperial Force. Between the wars he was an 
aspiring politician. He contested three State and Federal Elections 
for the National Party but was unsuccessful on each occasion. In 
June 1942 he was appointed head of the Commonwealth Security 
Service, answerable only to the Attorney General, Dr Evatt KC. 
who happened to be a school and university colleague. He was not 
particularly popular within the army, due to his habit of ‘pulling 
rank’ and although he eagerly investigated no fewer than 800 
organisations for ‘subversives’,, the Security Service was unable to 
locate one known enemy agent or one major instance of sabotage, 
according to an internal CSS report. Simpson was described as ‘of 
middle height, thick set and jowly’. On 23 October 1945 Simpson 
resigned as Director-General of Security and the very next day was 
appointed sole Judge of the Supreme Court of the Australian 
Capital Territory with his immediate brief to oversee the deporta- 
tion hearings. 

Becker’s policeman and prosecutor had now become responsi- 
ble for determining all questions of his liberty, his gaoler: ultimate- 
ly, he was to be his nemesis. 


Before Mr Justice Simpson started his hearings, Adelaide’s The 
Mail, on the 13th of October carried an article headed: 


NAZIS IN P.O.W. CAMPS ARE UNREPENTANT 


The writer observed how German prisoners of war in Australia 
knew no defeat and still suffered from the superiority complex 
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which was evident in 1941 and 1942 before the tide of War had 
swung against Germany and: 


“they still retain the natural Teutonic arrogance and point 
out, as their fathers did in 1918, that it was not they who lost the war 
but the people in the homeland... These men were the pick of the 
now defunct Afrika Korps, Luftwaffe, and Kriegsmarine. For them the 
war did not end on May 8 1945. The war shall never end for these 
men until the Nazi ideals that they still cherish are eradicated from 
their minds... The German’s political requirements are simple. All 
that he requires is a leader strong enough to give orders and he'll obey. 
Especially if good conditions accompany the carrying out of these 
orders.Few, if any, of the Nazis in this country have any doubt but 
that Hitler, with his national Socialist gang, was a good thing for 
Germany. Did he not eradicate unemployment while the rest of the 
world was wallowing in the chaos of the depression? There were seven 
millions of unemployed in Germany in 1933. Four years later there 
was none. To the German, ever haunted by the bogy of starvation, 
this meant a lot...War, to these Nazis, is something unavoidable, 
something beyond man’s power to abolish.” 


Feelings 


If this reporter had spoken to the internees of Camp IA, no 
doubt he would have expected to elicit and would have written the 
same response, especially given that none of the internees had 
experienced at first hand the horrors of the War and the domestic 
depredations of Hider's hierarchy. 

No doubt, too, the post- War feelings that gave rise to these 
tendentious reflections were the sort with which the Simpson hear- 
ings were going to be, consciously or unconsciously, conducted. 

At the same time, the Nuremberg War Crime Trials were 
about to start. Every newspaper and radio report carried the foren- 
sic overtures to the most spectacular public criminal hearings ever 
held in history. At the very time that Becker was given his time to 
testify before the Judge, the front pages of Australias newspapers 
carried photos of the Nazi accused in the dock — Goering, Hess, 
von Ribbentrop, Ley, Doenitz and the whole gallery of captive 
thugs in their mode of defiant denial. 
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On the 17th of November 1945, only eleven days before 
Becker gave his evidence, two South Australian Nazis appeared 
before the Tatura inquiry as a prelude. They were Friedrich 
Wilhelm Heim, one-time Treasurer of the Tanunda Steutzpunkt 
and Kurt Gielow, the alcoholic, erstwhile VELKA Pastor. 

Heim told how he had won the Iron Cross for service with the 
German artillery during the Great War and admitted joining the 
Nazi Party in Tanunda in 1934. He made the not uncommon 
claim that it was ideologically impossible for a National Socialist to 
be anti-British because white people, especially from the races of 
Northern Europe, should work together. 

Heim also thought that the Nazi Party’s economic programme 
for Germany was good and Hitler was the right man in the right 
place; he denied spreading Nazi propaganda among Australian 
people. 


These remarks prompted Mr Justice Simpson to observe: 


“It is clear to me this man is as Nazi now as ever, and owes no 
loyalty to Australia, other than to his wife and children. Won't he be 
a festering sore wherever he goes?" 


Gielow said he had applied to join the Party in 1932. When 
he acted as Beckers deputy in 1933-34 he had no authority, but 
was only a conduit for correspondence between Berlin and 
Tanunda. To that extent his evidence supported that of Becker. 

When he was asked if he had then been treated with respect 
by Dr Asmis, Gielow responded that the Consul General had been 
opposed to the Party. To that extent he echoed Becker again. 

He told counsel that Dr Becker had informed him about 
Asmiss attitude and his opposition to the activities of the Party in 
Australia. Gielow then related how he had been expelled from the 
Party in 1934 following Dr Becker's false accusation of embezzle- 
ment against him, and an exchange followed: 


“His Honour: Was there any struggle between you and Becker 
for the control of the Party? 


Gielow: No I never learned why he did that to me. Afterwards I 
learned that Becker told the consul that I left Estonia, where I was 
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born, with unpaid debts. I had nothing to do with him after 1934." 


In violation of the rules of natural justice, Becker was never 
given the chance to challenge the veracity of this evidence. 


Becker’s Evidence 


Mr Justice Simpson heard Beckers evidence at Tatura on 
Wednesday the 28th of November 1945. The express role of the 
Commissioner was to investigate the conduct and character of the 
alien without regard to legal forms. The Inquiry was not bound by 
any rules of evidence and the Commissioner was to report to the 
Minister as to whether the alien was a fit and proper person to be 
allowed to remain in Australia. 

(The full transcript of Beckers deportation hearing was 
obtained by his daughter Marlene when she visited Germany in 
1961: it was among Becker’s private papers and bears on it under- 
linings made by Becker himself.) 

Becker told the Commissioner that he had joined the Party in 
order to get the medical literature that was available to members 
only. He told of his war service for Germany, including having 
been wounded twice. He had not met Hitler although he had 
heard him speak in Munich in 1922; he had personally met 
Admiral Menche and Gauleiter Bohle. He said that he wanted to 
stay in Australia and become naturalised. 

He told the Inquiry that he feared for his safety. He said how 
he had been beaten up. The Judge accepted that his fear was real 
and instructed counsel to inform the Camp Commandant of 
Becker’s concerns. 

Mr Justice Simpson determined that Becker should be deport- 
ed. That was his recommendation to the Minister of Immigration. 


The reasons given by the Judge included the following; 


Dr Becker was a very prominent Nazi, an [sic] although he 
would not admit it, I formed the impression that he had been associ- 
ated with the Hitler Party before it was an organization. He admits 
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that he joined the Party in March 1932. In January 1933 he was for- 
mally appointed the “Spokesman” — sometimes translated 
"Confidential Agent" — for the party within Australia. Whatever the 
functions of these offices were he admits he was the only official in 
Australia at that time...In effect he was from January 1933 till 1935 
the principal official of the Nazi Party in Australia. 

Due I think to quarrels that Dr Becker had with his supporters 
in the Party in Germany, and either to accusations he then made 
against the then Consul-General, or to his lack of collaboration with 
the then Consul-General, he was removed from control by a reorgan- 
ization of the party within Australia. 

Becker did not hesitate to prevaricate when it suited his purpose, 
but I am strongly inclined to the view that his quarrels with his lead- 
ers in Germany and with the Consul-General here were caused by his 
insistence on following what he thought to be the strict interpretation 
of the Party's policy. He himself expressed it: “I was in agreement with 
the Party in its ideas but not in its methods”. 

After internment he continued to quarrel with the leading Nazis 
within the internment camp, and was finally expelled [sic] after he 
had refused to attend Nazi Party meetings within the camp.” 


That last comment was not only inaccurate but was never 
raised on Securitys files. 
Then the Judge described Becker’s reasons for appealing to 


Germany against his expulsion [sic] from the Party: 


^d I were to return to Germany I would as a dismissed Party 
member have been sent to a concentration camp." 


The Judge continued: 


Tam completely satisfied that this man is now as strongly mind- 
ed a Nazi as he ever was, and remains — and always will remain — a 
very patriotic German. I am also completely convinced that he has 
lost the confidence of all the German community both within and 
without the internment camp, and is not ever likely to regain that 
confidence.” 


Becker's patriotism was a black mark, yet a virtue in an 
Englishman or an Australian. 

It is almost incredible that Becker’s doctrinal differences with 
his Party peers were not looked upon favourably by the Judge. The 
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irony is that Mr Justice Simpson was placing a premium on a Party 
member complying unquestioningly with Party policy, never devi- 
ating from the Party’s orthodoxy. 

Implicit in the Judge’s reasoning on this point is the proposi- 
tion that an unthinkingly compliant Party member was someone 
who carried greater value, in Australian terms, than a radical 
thinker who was willing to challenge fundamental assumptions 
accepted uncritically by the majority. 

In other words, one was better qualified to remain in Australia 
if one was a better Nazi. The Simpson template for man as a polit- 
ical animal was of an even more totalitarian hue than the one to 
which Becker was ever willing to subscribe. 

But the Judge was inherently on unsafe ground given his own 
untenable position. He was a military man who liked conformity 
and tolerated no dissent, even in the most trivial of circumstances 
such as dealings with toy soldiers. To him, Becker was unsuitable 
because he was a man who would not obey orders. 

As already noted, Simpson never applied to Becker the criteria 
which he had applied to other Nazi Party members — like Abel, 
Bartsch and Bohlens — when he decided that they could remain in 
Australia. 


The final word from the Commissioner was: 


“Notwithstanding the very black case against him, I had to con- 
sider whether, by reason of the fact that he had lost the confidence of 
the leaders of German community in Australia, he might not have 
ceased to be a danger to the security of Australia. I have finally come 
to the conclusion that this is not so and that he would willingly col- 
laborate with any group who had the aggrandisement of the German 
nation as its object...it is both necessary and desirable that he should 
be deported...” 


There was not one shred of evidence to justify the conclusion 
that Becker had lost the confidence of the leadership of the 
German community. The Judge never explained why it was that he 
thought that Becker had ever been a danger to the security of 


Australia. But then again, he was most unlikely to sit in judgment 
on himself, was he? 
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According to the Judge, Becker was a strong-minded Nazi 
even though Nazism was dead in the water and, although he had 
lost the confidence of the German community, he was still appar- 
ently a threat to law and order. The Judge happily speculated that 
Becker would willingly collaborate with any group who had the 
aggrandisement of the German nation as its object, whatever that 
was supposed to mean. 

On revisiting the Judge’s impressionistic, loose-woven, unfair 
and unsubstantiated reasons, it is not difficult to conclude that it 


was the Judge, and not his quarry, who was deluded. He was 
unfairly working backwards: he knew what the outcome must be 


and wanted to attach to it reasons that would carry the day. It was 
a perversion of the usual judicial process of articulating fair and 
rational thought based on proof. 

Dr Becker had spent nearly seven years in custody, longer than 
many prisoners convicted of serious criminal offences. His volun- 
tary cooperation in his 1944 interrogation was never addressed by 
the Judge. What should have been a significant point in Becker’s 
favour was wholly ignored. 

The War and mainstream Nazism were over. But that did not 
stop the former Director-General of Federal Security from con- 
cluding that the punishment was not yet adequate. Becker had to 
be deported because the Judge needed a happy conclusion for the 
expectant politicians and press to feast upon. Becker’s was a preor- 
dained fate thinly dressed in the garb of legitimacy. 

Nowhere in his reasons did the Judge give credit to Becker for 
back-pedalling on his earlier commitment to the Party. He had 
been dismissed from Party office in 1936: he had been suspended 
from the Party in 1941. He had had nothing to do with the Party 
for eleven years. He had sought the help of the authorities against 
the depredations of the Party zealots in one Camp. Becker’s asser- 
tions regarding his tenuous involvement with the Party after 1936 
were, after all, corroborated by other evidence including the 
reduced volume of circulating propaganda in Tanunda and sur- 
rounds, and the cessation of motion picture shows. 


Yet nowhere did Mr Justice Simpson accord any weight to 
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these events: he did not at any time acknowledge that Becker had 
ceased to be a meaningful Party functionary for nearly eleven years. 

Nor was any weight given to the fact that Becker had ceased to 
play a Party role with any meaning even before the Final Solution 
project (Endlosungsprojektes) was hatched in Germany by Heydrich, 
at the Wannsee meeting on Tuesday the 20th of January 1942. 

The Judge did not even bother to mention the fact that Becker 
had never come under suspicion for criminal conduct that was 
prejudicial to national security. Nor did he give any thought to 
Becker's behaviour in setting right the financial problems arising 
from his personal bankruptcy and the collapse of the mooted air- 
line business. 

And as for his quarrels with Asmis, who cares? Asmis was just 
another Nazi apparatchik: why should his occupation of the office 
of Consul General have given him some sort of decisive advantage 
to Becker's detriment? 

Becker was the easiest scapegoat in Australia’s post-War history. 

Mr Justice Simpson determined that, pending deportation, 
Becker was to remain interned. However, seven months later in 
June 1946, the new (Acting) Director-General of Security (Roland 
Browne) decided that Becker should be granted conditional leave 
from the camp while awaiting deportation. The reasons for this 
change of heart were not articulated, but one suspects that consid- 
erations of simple humanity had at last prevailed. 

Mona and her sister Hilda expressed concern that there could 
be trouble in Freeling if he were to stay there. A number of 
returned servicemen lived in the area and their attitude could have 
caused concerns. Approval was therefore given for him to live in 
Adelaide if that became necessary. 

Becker was released from Tatura on ‘Tuesday the 9th of July 
1946. It only took Australian Security fourteen months after the 
unconditional surrender of Germany to release a man who was 
never proved to be a threat. 

He travelled by train from Melbourne to Adelaide where he 
and Mona spent a few days at Glenelg’s St Vincent Hotel. They 
arrived back in Freeling on the 14th of July. 
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He had been absent from the Barossa Valley for nearly seven 
years and returned thin and gaunt; his hair was receding and grey- 
ing. He looked shambolic and a lot older than his 47 years and he 
was no longer the spruce, well-groomed man he had once been. 


Endeavours 


It was clear that representations were going to be made on 
Becker’s behalf by his solicitors, to try to persuade the Minister to 
let him remain in Australia. It was also suggested that he might be 
permitted to practise under the National Security (Aliens Doctors) 
Regulations, when he would be able to make available his X-ray 
plant. 

Becker first wrote to the Minister himself: 


“I think that I made my position quite clear to Mr Justice 
Simpson that I wanted to remain in Australia. I understand an 
impression gained some ground that I wanted to return to Germany. 
That is incorrect. I possess a full medical equipment including an 
excellent X- Ray plant and Diathermie machine, and I ask in all seri- 
ousness whether it is not possible to find a medical post for me in 
some part of the back country of Australia which so far has unsuccess- 
fully called for the services of a Medical Practitioner... My medical 
qualifications are undoubted and have never been challenged except 
on the technical ground of the want of "Reciprocity between 
Australia and Germany... I feel certain that I will give an account of 
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myself which will cause you no disappointment or worries. 


His solicitor’s letter, enclosing Becker’s, said: 


Yesterday Mr and Mrs Becker called on me and as there was 
something very pathetic in the possible compulsory separation of Dr 
Becker from his family I felt that I would like to support [his 
request]." 


Ihe solicitor (Robert Homburg, Hermanns brother and the 
Arch-traitor") related how Dr Wolfram Seith, the dentist and an 
internee and apparently the self-proclaimed leader of the Party after 
Deckers demise, had been rehabilitated professionally with the aid 
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of the State Government and had commenced work in Outback 
locations as a travelling dentist for the Education Department. 


This arrangement had given the Department every satisfaction. 
Given this precedent: 


"Why not try out Dr Becker in the same way? I believe there 
will be occasional signs of unfriendliness towards Dr Becker. It was 
the same in Dr Seith's case, but Dr Seith won through because he was 
courteous and capable... That such an appointment will have Political 
repercussions I am well aware but if these prejudices can be overcome 
it may be possible for your Government to find a way out.” 


The reply came that the deportation would proceed. 
Deportation was not going to be stopped because of mere consid- 
erations of consistency, fair play or humanity. 


Becker continued to provide written reports every fortnight as 
to his whereabouts, in accordance with his undertaking. 

He lived with the family at the Freeling Hotel apparently until 
October 1946 when he sought official permission to move back to 
the Julius Street, Tanunda home: 


^| am treated very well by everybody and I have not met 
unfriendliness whatsoever." 


Approval was granted by Canberra on the 9th of October but 
not before protestations were made by the local branch of the 
Returned Sailors, Soldiers and Airmen’s Imperial League of 
Australia regarding his release on parole. They were assured by the 
authorities that this was only to be the situation pending Becker’s 
deportation. 

Nine days after getting permission, Becker wrote to advise that 
he had shifted back to Tanunda. He was later quoted as having 
told friends that he did not find enough to do in Freeling. But 


there were reasons — deeply personal reasons — which are referred 
to later. 
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It was reported by Security later in the year that Becker had 
not come under adverse notice. Here and there he succeeded in 
picking up work as a plasterer with the Angaston builder Dallwitz: 
he also got sporadic, menial work through the general agency and 
auction business of his friend and attorney Max Riedel. 

There is not a hint that Becker ever resumed any sort of med- 
ical work after he emerged from internment. 


Fresh Will 


In December 1946, Becker made a fresh Will, leaving his 


entire estate in equal shares to the children: 


“My wife...shall not participate under this Will as she is provid- 
ed for and owes me the sum of FIVE HUNDRED AND SEVENTY 
FIVE POUNDS.” 


Those monies consisted of two interest-free loans made by 
him in late 1932 and early 1933, shortly after their marriage. The 
reasons for Becker's lack of generosity become clear later. 

Max Otto Riedel, the Tanunda auctioneer and close friend 
and sometime employer, was named as one of the Executors. 


Becker had already appointed Riedel as his General Attorney. 


Confessional Letter 


On the 16th of December 1946, Becker wrote a long letter to 
the Director-General of the Commonwealth Investigation Branch 
following a face to face meeting between them in Canberra a few 
days before. This letter was Becker’s comprehensive narrative of his 
involvement and role in the Party and served as his political testa- 
ment, as well as a combination of a self-serving confession and 
exoneration. In some respects it represented a distillation of the 


evidence he had given to the Aliens Deportation Tribunal over a 
year before. 
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He wrote that he was only ever a temporary spokesman of the 
Nazi Party. His functions were at best purely administrative or cler- 
ical and at worst menial. He was merely a passive conduit between 
Germany and the Party members in Australia: 


"I had no right personally to decide anything. Every district 
leader who was permanently appointed had more power than [.” 


He then went on to emphasise that he had never given an oath 
of loyalty or special obedience to the Fuehrer and his single mind- 
ed determination to stay in Australia saw him furiously back-pedal: 


“In reality my status as spokesman was nothing but a minor offi- 
cial, who was used by the real representative for Australia of the Nazi 
Party in Germany Rear-Admiral...H.E. Menche, as a buffer between 
the district leaders, and himself.” 


Becker analysed the role of Menche; he was No.1 for Australia: 


*... [a] most capable, and clever man, diplomatic in his letters 
...he was a great friend of Dr Asmis... The friendship was founded on 
the fact that both were officers of the old German Imperial army resp 
[respectively?] navy. This Rear-Admiral Menche and Dr Asmis secret- 
ly planned together everything (unknown to me) for the propaganda, 


nazification or what it may be called, for Australia.” 


Menche had left Germany in 1938 for South America and was 
replaced by a man called Henschel, a high Gestapo officer who 
came to Australia to organise the Party. 

But, said Becker without any real surprise, the only true sub- 
versive movement in Australia was Dr Asmiss Bund: 


"It was more than merely a roofing organization of the German 
Clubs in Australia, Neu Zealand, New Guinea and Samoa. It was a 
movement to propagate Nazism with all its doctrines amongst the 
Australian population, an absolut [sic] unlawful organization aiming 
to influence the political opinion of the inhabitants of this country." 


Becker then told of Dr Asmis showing him the rules of the 
Bund in September (which should have been October) 1933: 
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"Immediately I refused to have anything in common, or to do 
with the Bund, because the rules stated clearly that this movement 
wanted to spread German propaganda amongst the Australian born 
and naturalized British subjects of German descent. I declared that | 
would not do anything to the detriment of Australia.” 


The truth was that Becker was not against Nazi propaganda 
itself. He had owned mounds of it. But, as previously discussed, he 
despised Asmis and the feeling was mutual. Dr Asmis wanted to 
use the Party to achieve his aims. If he was successful he would get 
the praise; if he failed the Party would be blamed. 

Becker was so concerned by developments that he had written 
to Gauleiter Bohle who agreed that no member of the Party should 
have anything to do with the Bund. 

The newspaper Die Bruecke was of course the Bund’s official 
mouthpiece. The whole subversive movement was funded by the 
German Ministry of Propaganda. 

Then Becker, almost as an aside, told the story of Dr Asmis 
having control of a wireless-transmitting station at the Consulate 
in Sydney. 

Before 1936 the Bund had not gained a footing in South 


Australia, unlike elsewhere, because: 


“I warned people that if they subscribed to it, they would have 
to expect to be interned in any coming war.” 


That was probably a self-serving piece of reconstruction. In 
any case, it did not help him. 

However, after 1936 (i.e. after his own dismissal from office) 
the Bund did gain control over the German Club and associated 
bodies, and had gained control of hundreds of adherents; Dr 
Asmis’s agents in this were: 


*...persons of social and commercial standing, which would 
enable them to greatly influence the people of German descent.” 


Because Becker was an ardent enemy of the Bund, Asmis took 
every opportunity to criticise him to the German authorities and 
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was ultimately successful in getting him out of the way. Becker 
remarked that Asmis’s methods of getting him deposed were unfair 
and objectionable. 

Up to 1936, Becker thought that the original advice given to 
him still held fast (i.e. that the Party and its members should have 
nothing to do with the Bund). But he soon learned that that was 
no longer the case. He was told that Dr Asmis had the Party’s con- 
sent to do what he was doing. It even got to the stage where 
Menche demanded that Becker give his support to Asmis’s work. 

In September 1936 Becker had written to Gauleiter Bohle for 
clarification: 


“The consequence of my protest to Bohle was that I received a 
telegram from him demanding my immediate return to Germany. | 
did not go because in a previous letter I was threatened by Menche 
that he would take action against me. My dismissal from the Party 
followed and I had no further connection with them. From that time 
on I concentrated entirely on my private affairs, the registration as a 
medical practitioner in South Australia." 


According to Becker, his dismissal occurred on the 17th of 
November 1936. 

On his (permanent) return to Germany in 1939, Asmis had 
been highly rewarded by the Nazi Government for his subversive 
activities in Australia. 

Becker had included a number of enclosures with this extraor- 
dinary letter. He argued that they substantiated his case but admit- 
ted that many, more important documents had been destroyed by 
him before the War started. In 1937 he bad destroyed documents 
relating to his dealings with Asmis and the Bund because he was 
ordered to do so by his superiors in Germany and he was afraid 
that, if Asmis got hold of them, they would be unfairly used 
against him. 

Becker also saw fit — presumably well-knowing the political 
hue of the Canberra government — to mention how in 1936 he had 
been asked by the Secretary of the Australian Labor Party to stand 
for a State Parliamentary seat in the March 1937 general election. 
Unfortunately, commented Becker, he could not fulfill the Labor 
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Partys wish as he was not a naturalised citizen. 


Ingenuity 


Dr Becker was not afraid to wage something of a press cam- 
paign using the contents of this letter as its basis. 

On Thursday the 13th of March 1947 he had caused a release 
to be published in The Leader, the weekly Angaston newspaper. 

He told the readers about the suspicions he held regarding the 
subversive nature of Asmis’s activities and his own role in trying to 
prevent them; he told how the German authorities dismissed him 
from office. He related how the Party was dissolved on the 17th of 
November 1936 and the new Party founded in 1937: 


*...I remained aloof and never attended any meetings, but to 
prove reciprocity in connection with my application for registration 
as a medical practitioner (in South Australia) I was obliged to remain 
a member. During the war, members of the Nazi Party in the intern- 
ment camp knew that I was hostile to the Party, which fact I did not 
conceal. I was ostracized and expelled from the Party and subsequent- 
ly beaten up... 


It was noted by the interviewer that Becker had never been 
charged with any criminal offence for endangering the security of 
Australia or the British Empire. The article went on to tell of his 
successes in the Smith's Weekly and Altmann cases. It concluded 
by referring to the fact that in 1931 Becker had applied to be nat- 
uralised but did not then qualify because he had not been resident 
in Australia for a sufficient time. 

This article enraged the Angaston Sub-Branch of the Returned 
Sailors, Soldiers and Airmens League which registered their 
protest with the Commonwealth Investigation Branch by includ- 


ing the astounding comment: 


“Members of this Sub-Branch feel that the article will create a 
doubt in the minds of some people in this district as to the guilt [sic] 


of Dr Becker...” 
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By August 1947 the League had obtained a copy of the tran- 
script of the proceedings before Mr Justice Simpson and proposed 
to ask the proprietor of The Leader to publish various admissions 
which had been made by Becker in that setting. 

Becker's various representations were referred to Mr Justice 
Simpson, who declined to alter his original decision. 

Following Becker's and Mona's interview in Canberra with Dr 
Evatt, the Federal Attorney-General on the 9th of December 1946, 
the referral to the Judge had been made by the Acting Director- 
General of Security. 

Becker had set the ball rolling by a letter in late October. One 
of the startling factors, which he wanted the authorities to address, 
was a possible confusion of identities. He maintained that he had 
always made it known he intended to stay in Australia. 

He then referred to one Helmut Becker: 


" .. this other H. Becker (not married) was the Nazi leader and 
the party representative at internment camp Tatura until the end of 
the war with Germany. He was the leader of the Gestapo and also the 
camp leader. In his capacity as the head of the Nazi party he has made 
wild and threatening speeches. He definitely declared to Mr Justice 
Simpson that he does not desire to stay in Australia...He called the 
Germans who expressed the wish to remain in Australia “rats”... This 
H. Becker wants to go to Chile where his mother and his brother are 
living.” 


Helmut Becker was a member of the Party since March 1935. 
He had been born on the 17th of April 1907 in. Montigny, 
Belgium and had lived as a bachelor at a number of addresses in 
Sydney before the War: he was a wool buyer by occupation. 
Becker finished his letter with: 


“My wife is a British subject, born here in Australia of English 
descent. My two children are born here and it is certainly my natural 
desire to stay here in Australia, to live with my wife and family, to care 


for them and give them the amenities of life they are entitled too [sic]. 
My two children, 12 and 10 years of age are brilliant at school and I 
would now like to send them to a college to give them the education 
I had. I am only in the position to do this if I get the permission to 
stay in Australia. I am willing to help to build up this country with 
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the knowledge I gained by studying medicine on two well recognised 
universities, Marburg and Munich. I have made an application for the 
position as a Commonwealth Medical Officer for the Northern 
Territory..." 


He explained why it was desirable to get an early response to 
this further appeal. It would: 


ae 


. undoubtedly facilitate an early and most likely, favourable 
reply from the Minister of Health. I desire to go to the Northern 
Territory to be away from the southern part of Australia until public 
opinion has quiet [sic] down in regard to political questions. 

Sir Henry Newland, Adelaide, president of the Federal Council 
of the BMA, who personally knows me, can give to you, sir, informa- 
tion about my skill and my abilities as a member of the medical pro- 


fession.” 


Becker's desperation had by then become entangled with his 
erandiloquence and creative imagination. 

His assertions regarding the confusion of identities received 
short shrift from the Investigation Branch: 


* .. there is no possibility of this mans case having been con- 
fused with that of Helmut Becker. Dr J. H. Becker was undoubtedly 
one of the leading Nazis in Australia...[Mr Justice Simpson] had 
before him...all relevant files regarding Dr Becker and Becker himself 
had an opportunity of placing his case before the Commissioner...” 


On the 12th of December 1946 Mr Justice Simpson replied 
that he had now re-read everything in the light of the latest devel- 
opments and representations: despite experiencing “considerable 
disquietude” he saw no reason to alter what he had written the year 
before. 

Why did he experience this emotion? What exactly did he 
mean? Characteristically, the Judge never explained. He did not 
have to. This was an occasion where he could disregard interests 
with impunity: he was never going to have his decision scrutinised 
at a higher level and he did not want to embarrass the Government 


with an about-face. 
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In late December Becker received notice that he would be like- 
ly to embark from Melbourne on the 20th of January 1947 aboard 
the Orontes. He was required to complete a questionnaire which 
asked to which country he wished to proceed, although it was 
unlikely he would end up anywhere else but in Germany. Becker 
nominated as his first choice Caracas, Venezuela and his second La 
Paz, Bolivia. In his reply, Becker also begged again that his depor- 
tation be deferred to enable him to make his own arrangements, at 
his own cost, to get to South America. 

He was also asked to inform the authorities whether Mona 
and the children desired to accompany him; he magnanimously 
replied that they were staying in Australia: 


*. because we are of the opinion that it is not advisable to bring 
our children to a country like Germany under the present conditions.” 


But the truth probably was more aligned to Mona’ private 
motives for staying. 

On the 3rd of January 1947 Becker was given his detailed 
travel instructions. But within days the departure was cancelled. 
The Allied Control Commission in Germany had advised that it 
was unable, at that time, to accept more people into Germany. The 
influx of returning refugees and repatriated persons was too much 
to handle at that time. 


Never Say Die 


Ever the opportunist, Becker did not waste time. He now 
embarked upon a series of ploys which attested to his resilient and 
irrepressible nature. 

On the Ist of February 1947 he inserted an advertisement in 
The News flagging his intention to apply for naturalisation. His 
Attorney, Max Riedel, was reported as saying at a later time that: 
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“a Dr Becker had applied for naturalisation so that he could 
leave for Britain to undertake a Post Graduate course in medicine to 
enable him to qualify for registration as a medical practitioner in 
Australia.” 


The press pounced. They were happy to accept Becker's 
money for his advertisement but were equally happy to bite the 
hand that fed. 

In the Adelaide Mail of Saturday the 22nd of February the fol- 
lowing editorial appeared: 


“Did the Nazi spirit of impudence and arrogance die with 
Hitler? 

If you think so you will do well to study the case of Herr Doktor 
Johannes Heinrich Becker. 

During the war Herr Doktor Becker was interned in Australia. 

Today he lives in Tanunda, South Australia. Before the war Herr 
Doktor Becker was head of the Nazi Party in Australia. As such, he 
was Hitlers Number One satellite in this country. At that time, all 
that Hitler represented — ruthless totalitarianism, racial persecution, 
the concentration camp, the whip, the jackboot, the beastly gospel of 
the Master Race — Herr Doktor Becker represented too. At that time 
what did Australia mean to Herr Doktor Beckers Nazis? Simply a 
decadent democracy, where because people still believed in decency 
and tolerance and human understanding; and because the idea of a 
Gestapo or of a funny little man with a small moustache and twisted 
mind being God was repugnant to them, they would have to be 
brought to heel- like the Czechs, the Poles, the Belgians, and the rest. 
Today, Hitler is gone, the party bosses have been exterminated or shut 
away from human society and the party condemned as the most 
vicious, thug-governed, thug-minded organization in history. So, 
Herr Doktor Becker thought, he would casually take down the swasti- 
ka and put up the Australian emblem. 

He wanted to be a democrat. He wanted to be an Australian. 
With typical insolence he announced his intention [to apply for nat- 
uralization]. It isn’t quite working out that way. [Calwell] has 
announced that Herr Doktor Becker will be deported at the first 
opportunity. This is good. Herr Doktor Becker has been too long in 
a democracy that, through no fault of his or his comrades, has escaped 
the Fascist taint. His proposed application was an insult to loyal 
Australians and to the memory of the men who fought and died to 
wipe out everything Herr Doktor and his kind stood for. We dont 
want Herr Doktor Becker as an Australian. We never wanted Herr 


Doktor Becker and his kind in Australia at all." 
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The Returned Servicemen’s League also got moving with rep- 
resentations in the halls of power. The vultures were circling. 

The press even went to the Freeling Hotel to interview Mona 
while she was working in the kitchen. She made it clear that she 
wished to protect the children from the attendant publicity and 
was reluctant to discuss the matter: 


“I would rather not talk about it. The last seven years have been 
very trying. I don’t know much about the Nazi party membership 
politics is one of the last things I’m interested in, although I suppose 
we shouldn't say that.” 


In the circumstances, Monas comments were perfectly under- 
standable but not entirely candid. She knew enough about the 
Nazi Party to have joined as a member in 1935. 

The South Australian Deputy-Director of the Investigation 
Branch was aghast at the unnecessary press and radio publicity. 

Max Riedel had obviously been lobbying on behalf of his 
friend but was told that the naturalisation would not proceed 
because of the pending repatriation. 

A number of local residents (presumably galvanized by Riedel) 
wrote to Mr Calwell and others in response to the advertisement, 
singing Becker's praises: 


*I and other citizens of Tanunda know Dr Becker since 1927. 
We are of the opinion that the Doctor should be granted the British 
citizenship as he is of excellent character and a gentleman. No other 
citizen of Tanunda has done so much good for the people of this dis- 
trict as Dr Becker. We want him to stay here with us and continue his 
good work... Let us forget the war, a standstill means regress, we want 
progress.” 


In its pro-forma reply the Government was already hiding 
behind the judicial skirts of Mr Justice Simpson; one must admire 


this reply coated in fudge: 


"[Becker's application for naturalisation] cannot be approved for 
the reason that the Government has already decided that he is to be 
repatriated to Germany as soon as the necessary arrangements have 
been made with the Allied Control Commission. 
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The recommendation that Dr Becker should be repatriated to 
Germany was made by Mr Justice Simpson of the Supreme Court 
Canberra, who was appointed by the Government to investigate and 
report on the cases of all local internees. His Honour was given pow- 
ers wide enough to enable him to give full consideration to all the cir- 
cumstances involved.” 


That same letter was received by a lady who had written to 
Calwell in late February 1947 from her home in South Terrace in 


the City. She had written: 


“Re Press reports, Herr Dr Becker, I cannot understand what the 
crime Is. 

The war is over. 

This is a time of peace. 

Surely the correct thing to do is to apply for naturalisation. If Dr 
Becker moved from the place he was appointed to report at, this slight 
breech [sic] surely is not to be looked upon as a great crime by any 
fair-minded person. I have known of an instance where a person has 
been punished severely for a very slight breech of regulations. Liars 
and slanderers who murder the soul go unpunished and others for a 
slight indiscretion are disgraced for life. 

[ hope the case against Dr. Becker is not one of jealousy." 


This lady was not just going to sign off on that: she was real- 
ly determined to have her say on another point which must arouse 


modern sympathies whenever the public interacts with politicians: 


“Tam taking this opportunity of congratulating you on your 
speech at Norwood last year. The facts you gave were interesting 
although the speech was too long. Mr Chambers spoke well too but 
surely a few sentences spoken over and over again would be more 
helpful as when you come away from a long (boring for the most 
part) meeting you can hardly remember a word of what has been said 
except that the speakers went on — and on — and — on. It was not sur- 
prising to see so few women there.” 


And an ex-Labor Party Member for Barossa District wrote to 
Calwell: 
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I beg to state I have known Dr Becker for 19 years, part of 
which time he lived at my place at Tanunda, and | always found him 
a good and clever citizen. In my idea, Dr Becker subscribed to a party 
in Germany whose aim was to improve the conditions in Germany. 
Unfortunately the leader led the people into a world war when it was 
too late for Dr Becker to see the dangers of the movement." 


People from the Lyndoch Hotel wrote to say: 


“We have known Dr Becker ever since he settled in our district 
when he came to Australia in 1927, and have always found him to be 
a good citizen and a clever doctor, and a kindly friend to all sick folk 
especially those in poor circumstances, and we feel his deportation 
would be a loss to the Barossa District that we can ill afford to lose." 


Another from Nuriootpa wrote: 


^I know Dr Becker since nineteen years I am well aware of the 
facts that he is a perfect gentleman, a well-trained and skilled physi- 
cian and surgeon, and a loyal citizen to this country. He has never 
done anything detrimental to the Government of Australia...He is 
the right character of immigrant this country needs." 


From Tanunda came: 


*...I have known Dr JH Becker for 19 years during which time 
I have always found him a loyal and law-abiding citizen and that I 
have never heard him make a disloyal statement." 


From Lyndoch again: 


“My family have known and respected [Becker] for the past two 
decades, since he first arrived in this district, where he has always been 
a friend to many, particularly those in distress.” 


In March, Becker did have one public champion when the 
Catholic Church periodical, the Southern Cross, attacked the pop- 


ular press in its own editorial: 


“One of our newspapers distinguished itself by the force, vigor, 
determination, strong-mindedness, and unflinching courage with 
which it put the boots into a man when he was down.” 
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While accepting the decision to deport Becker, the editor said: 


“aour little newspapers “patriotic” hysteria and dauntless 
breast act was really very cheap. 

In the first place it was completely unnecessary... 

Secondly, the merciless way in which the boots were applied to 
the ribs of the down and out, the careful manner in which salt was 
rubbed into the wounds (his wife will not return with him...)scarce- 
ly impress one with the maturity and culture of popular journalism. 

Thirdly, the melodramatic headlining of this shabby little story, 
the artificial intensity of feeling worked up in the telling of it, the atti- 
tude of vigilant patriotism adopted — kind of watchdog-for — the-peo- 
ple idea, all this was unconvincing and nauseating... 

Its shooting a sitting bird and a bird, moreover that cannot even 
fly because it has lost its wing feathers....It looks too much like court- 
ing cheap applause, and it's certainly not very noble to break this rusty 
lance with a man who is practically unarmed, and who is going to be 
run out of the country in any case." 


The Editor-in-Chief of The News remained impenitent, 
reserving the right to attack the disciples of a system that created 
Belsen and Buchenwald. 

The Tribune, a left-wing newspaper then attacked the Catholic 
paper and characterised the Church's deed, in defending Becker, as 
being further proof that its hierarchy had always supported Hitler, 
while the Communist Party was the only real protector of society 
because of its implacable hatred of Fascism. 


In April the Returned Servicemen’s League, in its national 
magazine Reveille, was preening itself over its role in finally getting 
the Government to confirm that Becker would be deported. 

Under a heading “Why Becker got the order of the Boot, the 
League raked over old ground and revealed nothing but the same 
old inaccuracies and prejudices. The only fresh point was a photo- 
graph of Mr. Justice Simpson, cutting a whimsical figure that was 
reminiscent of any number of characters drawn by EH Shepard for 
Winnie the Pooh or Wind in the Willows. 

One thing is perfectly clear. The vicious style of the League’s 
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article and that of the Mail’s writings (including its editorial bilge) 
was almost identical. One strongly suspects that the League and 
the paper were acting collusively in preparing Becker for the final 
sacrifice. 


In case the matter was forgotten, it was reported in the press 
in May that Becker was “still with us” and that he moved about 
Tanunda freely and appeared to have several friends: 


“He is usually to be found at a Tanunda hotel between 5 and 6 
p.m. daily enjoying a drink of beer.” 


One correspondent from North Adelaide wrote on the 18th of 
May an appeal to Calwell which was perplexing: it was fine as far 
as its humanitarianism was concerned but it raised a number of 
assertions of doubtful utility. But then in a forlorn setting such as 
this had become, any help was really no help at all: 


“Dear Sir, 

May I draw your attention to the many grave wrongs which, 
having their origin here in S.A. I believe should be placed before you 
for your inspection. May I begin with the travesty of justice being per- 
petrated against one Johannes Hienrich [sic] Becker. Dr Becker — who 
was interned for the entire duration of the war (which means that he 
was entirely innocent of any activities of any kind) has practised med- 
icine in the Tanunda district for 19 years — and was never at any time 
the No.1 Nazi of Aust. But was made the unsuspecting dupe. He has 
never been anything more nor less than an honest conscientious 
country practitioner. He was made scapegoat and interned in order to 
conceal the identity of the real Nazi Leader. Dr Becker has never been 
in touch with a Nazi in his life — not even on his one brief visit to his 
mother. During his internment his wife worked to support their little 
son and daughter- does any intelligent person believe that this unas- 
suming impecunious but honourable and highly respected GP (every 
moment of whose life was frank and open as the day) was a Nazi 
agent|?] Tanunda I believe topped the list for its splendid war effort 
and the number of service men and women in proportion to its pop- 
ulation. No Nazi (Leader or otherwise) would work in a comparative- 
ly small country district, where every move would be known to every 
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citizen and every visitor open to inspection. It would be neither 
politic nor practicable. 


The real Nazi Leader of Aust. The only Nazi agent in Aust. From 
being practically penniless became, overnight, the owner of two large 
estates. One (complete with landing stage for Jap planes) situated on 
the Coorong, enabling him to — while ostensibly staying on this 
estate, slip quietly over the border, per motor cycle or car, into the 
Eastern States — where he has committed many a crime — returned 
unseen to the Coorong, and no one has ever known he had been out 
of S.A. The other property affording a view of the entire S.A. coast- 
line and a comprehensive panorama of Adelaide and outlying districts 
from Pr. Victor [Victor Harbor] on the South to Gawler on the 
North. 

In this — his headquarters as it were, he had — may still have — an 
underground arsenal, a transmitting set, etc etc. The entire property 
was at one stage like a fortress- being surrounded by an 8 or 9 ft. wire 
netting fence-topped by barbed wire. And covered to within a few feet 
of the house with a dense undergrowth (practically impenetrable) the 
only possible approach to the house (even per foot) being up a long 
narrow drive-way — half way up the driveway, was at one stage, a 
peculiarly constructed culvert, which is believed to have been so con- 
stituted as to act as a trap and at the same time sound a warning with- 
in his stronghold, and is believed to be negotiable from the under- 
ground portion of the house, rendering any car (unwelcome to the 
Nazi Leader) powerless to cross it. Which meant that no organised 
raid could ever have been carried out against the place- as each car 
would have been effectively dealt with before it even reached the 
house. 

Like Dr Becker the Nazi Leader of Aust (the only Nazi in Aust) 
is a medical man — but with what a difference — While Dr Becker has 
for 19 years placed himself entirely at the disposal of the community 
serving it faithfully and well — being on call 24 hours per day — 7 day 
per week — all the year round — working for the love of humanity and 
the sake of his proffession [sic] rather than for any monetary consid- 
eration, Living an honourable pure and wholesome life with his fine 
Aust-wife and their children, in a small house, open to all and sundry, 
at all times- while in contrast stands the blood-stained sinister figure 
of Aust. only Nazi- the one man Gestapo-perpetrator of more mur- 
ders than any other one man in history. The criminal for whom inno- 
cent men are serving sentences in every State in Aust. But whose 
crimes are concealed so long as he places his unscrupulous powers at 
the disposal of the L [iberal and] C[ountry] L[eague]. 

Could any lover of truth and justice advocate the deportation of 
the honourable and blameless Johannes Heinrich Becker who was 
interned solely because 12 or 13 years ago, he pronounced his faith in 


his Fatherland [?].” 
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One is almost too frightened to speculate who this tenebrous 
figure was, and where he had his stately pleasure-domes. 


In June, Becker was asked to nominate the part of Germany to 
which he wished to return. He named the British or American 
zones, but could not: 


“give a specific address in Germany, because I never had a prop- 
er place of residence in Germany. Before emigrating to Australia I was 
registered with the police in Bremen, being a ships surgeon with the 
Norddeutscher Lloyd. My passport for the legal emigration to 
Australia was also issued by the Bremen police. All my forefathers 
come from the country situated between Bremen and Emden in 
North Germany (Niedersachsen or Lower Saxony). As far as I know, 
my only blood relative alive is my sister...She occupies one room and 
is not in the best state of health. I do not desire to become a burden 
to her, whatsoever.” 


On the 15th of June 1947 Arthur Calwell signed the 
Deportation Order on Becker. 

In October, Becker requested the return of his possessions which 
had remained in the hands of Security. Lists of a further 200 or so 
books were handed over to him and he embarked on an inquiry as to 
their whereabouts. By the time he was warned about his renewed 
departure date, nothing had come of this renewed effort. 


Taking flight 


On the 12th of November 1947 he was given his new depor- 
tation arrangements. 

He was to proceed by rail to Melbourne to board the HMAS 
Kanimbla which would ferry him, and nearly 400 other deportees, 
to meet up with the American troop carrier USS General 
Heitzelmann in Fremantle, Western Australia. This ship would 
then leave for Bremen on Friday the 28th of November. 
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He was advised that he could only repatriate a total of £125, 
of which he could only take £25 in cash with the rest becoming 
available to him on his return to Germany by way of a Bank of 
England credit. 

Becker was initially required to leave Adelaide by rail on 
Monday the 17th of November and arrive in Melbourne the fol- 
lowing day. The Kanimbla was due to sail from Melbourne on 
Friday the 21st. 

On Friday the 14th of November, Becker called in to the 
Adelaide office of Security and told the senior officer concerned: 


"that he had been informed by a certain Member. of 
Parliament that if he could get a permit to leave for New Zealand, he 
would be given permission to leave Australia. He was obviously excit- 
ed, and said that [the officer] was expected to secure his passport from 
Canberra and to facilitate the obtaining of the permit for his entry 
into New Zealand. He stated that he would make a tentative booking 
for an early departure to Sydney, where he hoped he would get a per- 
mit to enter New Zealand and then travel thereto by flying boat.” 


The rail arrangement to leave for Melbourne on Thursday the 
20th was cancelled — ultimately with official approval which rep- 
resented a departure from initial instructions — and instead a flight 
for Becker was permitted to be booked by him. It was the author- 
ities intention that Becker should make his way directly to 
Melbourne and he was allowed to book a flight to Melbourne only. 

On Saturday the 15th of November Becker sent a telegram to 
Mr Calwell as well as a letter confirming that fact and the contents 


of the telegram: 


- [ have just sent the following telegram to you: 

"The Representative who is attending other legal requirements 
requested me to apply to you direct for permission to go to suggested 
destination stop also please instruct Directors General of Security 
Canberra and Adelaide not to proceed with deportation stop I here- 
by respectfully apply for the necessary permission to leave and the 
required papers stop please advise me of date by when I must leave 
South Australia Air Mail Letter follows Reply Paid Becker” 

I hereby repeat my application for permission to leave Australia. 
I will pay my own expenses.” 
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However, by Tuesday the 18th the authorities had learned 
from the airlines, with which they had a notification arrangement, 
and it was confirmed by Becker himself that he had cancelled the 
Friday flight to Melbourne and had booked another instead for 
two days earlier to Sydney on Wednesday the 19th. 

Becker was urgently summoned to Security in Adelaide on 
that Tuesday morning to explain himself. When the interviewing 
junior officer asked Becker why he had booked the passage for 
Sydney, and not Melbourne as required: 


“Becker produced a telegram, which he stated was received by 
him that morning. Although I am unable to recall the precise con- 
tents of the telegram, words to the effect that “the Government 
require you to leave Australia for some (or any) country” were includ- 
ed. It was signed by a certain Member of Parliament. 

It was then made quite clear to Becker that he was to act on 
instructions from this office only.” 


He was immediately ordered to cancel the flight to Sydney 
and to rebook the 6.45 am flight for Melbourne for the Friday. 
Becker promptly went and did this and returned to the Security 
officer and produced proof that he had rebooked as he was 
instructed to do. 

But Becker had not cancelled the Wednesday flight at the 
same time! Security had simply omitted to insist on Becker fur- 
nishing proof to them of the cancellation of the flight to Sydney. 

The very next day Becker caught that flight instead and flew 
to Sydney (via Melbourne) under the assumed name of ‘J. Henry 
(his anglicised Christian name). It was a brilliant feint made easier 
by bureaucratic oversight. 

The senior officer of Security, who had seen Becker on the 
Tuesday, explained the bungle by confessing that he had been at a 


conference: 


*. Otherwise I would have seen Becker myself." 


Becker had obviously told two different officers two different 
versions as to when he had received the telegram. Why a copy was 


Doe 








The Hitler Club 


not made or taken is inexplicable. The contents of the telegram 
also changed on the two versions which he gave. 

Whether the alleged Member of Parliament was a Federal or 
State Member was never divulged directly by the Security officers 
involved, although it was likely the former, because one such had 
taken intense interest in Becker’s last few weeks in the country. 
Certainly, their identity remains shrouded in mystery. 

The feinting ruse would permit Becker to buy time, in addi- 
tion to getting him to a fertile exit route sooner. He had decided 
to battle with the system one last time; he was going to avoid 
deportation and slip through the Security net. 

The authorities soon learned that he had left Adelaide before 
he was actually required to do so. Inquiries were launched in all 
States with special emphasis on Sydney. 

Becker had suddenly become Australia’s most wanted man. 
Alerts were issued to State port gateways such as Wallaroo, Port 
Lincoln, Port Pirie, Whyalla and Edithburgh. A particular concern 
was that he may leave on a New Zealand vessel. 

The Commissioner of the South Australian Police was asked 
to advise his officers that Becker was to be arrested on sight. His 
description and a photograph were eventually circulated. 

Rumours of sightings abounded. It was even thought at one 
stage that he was in Melbourne seeking to board a tanker. There 
was also a fear that he may commit suicide. 

The State President of the Returned Servicemen’s League, Mr 
Blackburn VC (who was formerly Dr Becker's lawyer) told the 
press that he was afraid that Becker would elude pursuit long 
enough to change his appearance and resume his subversive activ- 
ities under a new identity. He could not help speculating luridly: 


“My own theory is that he is hidden in a remote locality with 


Nazi sympathisers, and that he plans to stay in Australia under an 
assumed identity..." 


Others ventured that: 


“Becker left Adelaide for Sydney by ANA plane, accompanied 


by two men. But men who have had experience of Becker are asking 
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if it were possible a man resembling Becker left for Sydney with some 


of Becker's luggage.” 


The Exorcism 


The Deputy-Director in Adelaide was asked to account for 
this farcical development to the Director-General in Canberra. 
Investigators had been dispatched to Tanunda on the day after Dr 
Becker left the town. 

Max Riedel was interviewed. He denied knowledge of Becker’s 
whereabouts. The last time he had seen him was in the morning the 
day before (i.e. on Wednesday the 19th). He said that Becker had 
a telegram from Canberra and had been talking about going there. 
The telegram said that if he could get away from the country every- 
thing would be all right. Asked if he had a copy of the telegram 
Riedel said that he thought he did, but a search revealed otherwise. 

Riedel also said he that he had had forwarded an important 
letter from Canberra in the hope that Becker would get it. When 
asked where he had sent it, Riedel said he could not remember. 

One investigator noticed an opened envelope in a file with a 


typed name and address: 


"Lars G. Brundahl 
12 Kent Road 
Rose Bay 
SYDNEY" 


Riedel said that Becker's telegram and letter had come from a 
Federal Member of Parliament, telling him that if he were to leave 
Australia by the 22nd everything would be all right: no objection 
to his going would be offered by the Government. 

The investigators then went to interview a Mrs Percy Lindner. 
She was a widow whose husband had died of injuries sustained in 
a fall at Gramp’s Winery in April 1937. Becker had boarded with 
her virtually from the time he had left Freeling. She had accompa- 
nied him when he went to Adelaide on the 17th and 18th of 
November to visit the Security office. 
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She admitted having furniture and goods belonging to him. 
She said that she had paid him £120 for them and had a receipt to 
prove it: he had even sold her the X-Ray plant and told her she 
could sell it. Mrs Lindner said that she did not know his present 
whereabouts. 

This information and the name of the person in Sydney were 
immediately communicated to interstate authorities. The Deputy- 
Director observed: 


“The passing of the months since [the cancelled first date of 
deportation] and the absence of further instructions may, possibly, 
have given him hope that eventually he would not be deported...the 
hour for his deportation having at last arrived, he sought the assis- 
tance of the Member [of Parliament] in a last minute effort to avoid 
it, and that, had he not received the encouragement he did receive 
from this quarter he would not have acted as he did." 


The report ended by noting that Mrs Lindner was doubtless 
in Beckers confidence. Becker’s estrangement from his wife was 
“reliably reported”, and a tearful Mrs Lindner was present as he 
passed through Adelaide on his way back to Germany. 

The only piece of information available concerning the flight 
between Adelaide and Sydney came from a well-known Tanunda 
identity, Cliff Laycock (who was a leading singer with the 
Liedertafel) and who happened to share the flight and had recog- 
nised Becker. 

When Laycock greeted him cheerfully he was surprised by 
Becker's dismissive response; it was as if he did not know him. 

It was only later when the story of the attempted escape 
became public knowledge that Laycock understood: Becker had to 


avoid being recognised. 


The KanimOla had set sail from Sydney and picked up its 
cargo of deportees from Melbourne. 

Becker had missed both ports of call. 

Sydney's The Sun reported: 
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“Becker broke parole in South Australia on Tuesday and came to 
Sydney by plane under an assumed name. 


He is regarded as the most arrogant and dangerous of the enemy 
aliens who infiltrated into Australia before the war. 
For 10 years before World War IL he practised as a doctor in 
South Australia, and openly boasted of Hitler’s plans for world rule. 
With other Nazi officials such as von Skerst...Becker publicly 
. ; . . » 
practised the Nazi salute and heel-clicking. 


Recapture 


Owing to a freak set of circumstances and ill-luck, Becker's 
attempt to flee Australia for Panama, on board the American oil 
tanker, the Cedar Breaks, failed miserably. And his misery was soon 
to be placed squarely and humiliatingly on the public stage. 

Immediately following his arrest and return to shore, Becker 
was questioned at the Military Compound of the Victoria Barracks. 

It is clear Security had thought initially that he had made it to 
New Zealand on board the Panamanian vessel Tidewater. A special 
search had been made of her. It also happened that the Shipping 
Superintendent of Caltex Oil (Australia) Pty Ltd in Sydney had 
first alerted the authorities regarding suspicious approaches to the 
Cedar Breaks and the members of her crew. 

Becker confessed to having observed the two earlier searches of 
that vessel from his cunningly concealed place of hiding. 

In reply to questions, he indicated that he wanted to get to 
America, South America or the East; he wanted to avoid Germany 
and had left Adelaide without the knowledge or connivance of any 
other person. As soon as Becker arrived in Sydney he made con- 
tact with Brundahl at Rose Bay at about 10pm on the same day he 
had left Tanunda (i.e. Wednesday the 19th of November) and 
again on the morning of the 20th, intending to return that 
evening for dinner. 

Becker left behind a large kitbag, an attaché case and a small 
leather case. 

An officer remained in the flat awaiting Becker's return. 

However, upon alighting from a tram near Brundahl’s road, 


336 








The Hitler Club 





Becker spotted a Commonwealth car being driven into Kent Road 
and was alerted of the security presence. He disappeared. 

Brundahl called at the office of Security after Becker’s disap- 
pearance (but before his arrest) and intimated that he was shortly 
going to seek permission to transfer funds to South America to a 
person who was in indigent circumstances. He was afraid that he 
may have been suspected of sending the money to help Becker and 
he wanted to dispel any concerns on that account. 

Later it was reported to Security that Brundahl was in posses- 
sion of between £60,000 and £100,000 left behind by Dr Asmis 
and representing “Nazi Party secret funds”. It was postulated that 
Becker had made contact with Brundahl in order to secure imme- 
diate financial assistance. 

The £87 found on Becker at the time of his arrest makes this 
theory sound ludicrous. 

After the Brundahl affair, Becker had been secreted in a private 
house for two days by the Third Assistant Engineer of the Cedar 
Breaks. 

Questions were asked about the messy business in the Lower 
Houses of both the New South Wales and Federal Parliaments. No 


political scalps were claimed. 


Two days after his arrest on the Cedar Breaks, Becker was 
flown to Perth from Sydney, via Melbourne and Adelaide. 
The press could not help commenting: 


“Head erect, lips thinly compressed and grey-blue eyes coldly 
observant, Becker paused for a moment at the top of the gang plank 
to study the polish in his worn shoes, adopted a Napoleonic pose 
before stepping off. And then marched stiffly on to the tarmac... “ 


Then it was on to Parafield Aerodrome outside Adelaide. He 
touched down in the afternoon of Friday the 28th of November. 
He spent three quarters of an hour in a secure area. 


Riedel met him as did Riedel’s daughter. Mrs Lindner stood by 
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and wept. They were the only friends to farewell him and: 


“[jlust before Becker re-entered the Skymaster for Perth, he 
paused, turned, and held an arm outstretched above his head as a 
farewell to his Tanunda friends, who waved in return.” 


Then he was on his way flanked by two police officers. 

Napoleon and Hitler were a lot to take in one day. One won- 
ders what more his right arm could do. 

Becker arrived in Perth and was taken to the Karrakatta Camp. 


At the aerodrome a press photographer asked him if he was happy: 


“Quite,” Becker replied with a broad smile. 

“No complaints?” he was asked again. 

“No. None at all, but you might remember to send me some of 
those photographs at the ship tomorrow.” 


Riedel publicly lamented his friend’s departure. He praised 
him as a gentleman; he told how his story was a sad one and some- 
day people would learn the truth. 

The Sydney Telegraph of the 30th of November 1947, under 
the heading: 


Enemies awaiting “Australian Fuhrer” 


quoted some unidentified Germans in that city, one of whom 


was supposed to have remarked: 


“Becker was one of the most feared and hated men in 
Australia... He was an arrogant and dangerous man...When he was 
appointed Australia’s Nazi chief in 1933, he set aside the character of 
the rather stern militaristic country doctor and became the ruthless 
Prussian type. He immediately applied the iron hand to all German 
organisations in this country. 

He ruled with uncompromising discipline and demanded utter 
and abject obedience to all his wishes and projects.” 


Anyone who knew Becker could guess that this tirade was 
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more likely to have come from a lunatic-fringe figure than from 
one who had ever actually met the man. But why let the truth get 
in the way of a convenient stereotype? 


One reader, a piano teacher of German descent from Tanunda, 
wrote to The Advertiser in December 1947: 


"] forward this letter, not for the mere sake of expressing admi- 
ration for Mr. Max Riedel’s very kindly and outspoken attitude 
towards brilliant Dr Becker, but to tell the public why I am personal- 
ly very sorry for Dr Becker. 

After unsuccessful treatment to my hand in September 1936, I 
solicited treatment from Becker with my hand and body in a shock- 
ing condition. Becker visited me twice daily for the first two weeks. 
After exactly four weeks treatment I was perfectly better and Dr 
Becker refused to take a penny for his help to me. 

In those days I had little respect for Hitler, and one day I asked 
my doctor about him and the brief summary of his answer was, “In 
his endeavour to keep his country racially clean he is making a mis- 
take by his treatment of the Jews.” 

During all Becker's visits there was not a single word uttered 
concerning Nazi clubs in Australia, and I truly had no knowledge of 
such a club until the public press spoke of it some two years ago.” 


At the same time, the Melbourne newspaper The Guardian 
(the paper which christened him Australia’s Public Enemy No.1) 
was baying for official blood over the Becker flight to Sydney. It 


was particularly gunning for the Security Services: 


“Like the Commonwealth police, the Victorian political police 
showed only a kindly interest in Becker. 

When asked last week what they were doing in the search for 
Becker, an official of the CIB Special Branch replied that they had a 
couple of men on the job. He then expressed the opinion that instead 
of hounding a poor devil, just because he had a German name, the 
Special Branch should be concentrating on what he called local “sub- 


. » 
versive’ elements. 


The writer went on to bemoan the fact that the detective who 
was interviewed, and who kept an eye on Victorian working class 
politics, sounded a lot like the South Australian Catholic paper the 
Southern Cross from earlier in the year. 
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Deportation 


The USS General Heitzelmann sailed on Sunday the 30th of 
November. On board were 304 internees, 24 children under ten 
years, nine male invalids and 59 male prisoners of war. They were 
under a military escort of six officers and 54 other ranks. The pas- 
sengers also included a number of Italian deportees. 


The Mail said: 


“The sooner [Becker] reaches the Germany he loved so much 
under his late unlamented boss, the better. And, if, on his return, a 
de-Nazification court grabs him — a prospect which obviously scares 
the former big shot stiff — justice will have scored again.” 


The Sydney Sun told its readers not to shed tears for Becker and 
his off-siders: 


“Hitler-worship was particularly strong in South Australia. 

There’s a room in Adelaide containing evidence of the Nazi plot- 
arms, knuckle- dusters, swastikas, Hitler pictures and documents, set- 
ting out the future control of Australia.” 


There was and is no evidence of the existence of such a place. 


Lars Gustave Brundahl, who was the Commissioner in 
Australia for the Leipzig Trade Fair, was prosecuted for spitting on 
his landlady at his Rose Bay flat. 

He admitted that luggage belonging to Becker had been found 
in his flat but denied ever having harboured him. His landlady had 
called the defendant a Nazi and the voiding of his rheum was retal- 
iation. Brundahl was placed on an order of probation. 

The Honorary Secretary of the Pelican Flats (via Newcastle in 
New South Wales) Sub-Branch of the Returned Servicemen’s 
League wrote to Canberra registering their disapproval: 


“My sub-branch wants to know what action the Government 
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intends to take against the poor refugees who were persecuted by the 
Late Adolph Hitler of Rose Bay who sheltered the recent...escaped 
Nazis. 

My sub-branch takes a strong view of people who accepted our 
hospitality and then sheltered people who preached a doctrine which 
caused deaths of thousands of democrats. We ask you to demand 
these people be deported. If the Government allow these refugees to 
remain, our men fought in vain.” 


When a reply was not smartly forthcoming the Secretary 
wrote again, with more urgency: 


“Re my letter...re poor destitute refugees sheltering Dr Becker. 
We would like to know what action the Government is taking against 
these imported facists [sic] Coming from a sub-branch who will 
always fight facism, we would like to know immediately if any action 
has been taken or likely to be taken. If a dencent [sic] Australian shel- 
ters a known criminal he can be charged with consorting. Yet these 
imported foreigners of unknown nationality are allowed to shelter 
men who were supposed to persecute them.” 


Publicity 


Dr Becker did not do things by half measure. During his 
attempted flight, the eyes of the British Empire were firmly fixed 
on the pending Royal Marriage which was solemnised at 
Westminster Abbey on Thursday the 20th of November, between 
Princess Elizabeth and the soon to be installed Duke of Edinburgh. 

For days, the wedding preparations and rehearsals had occu- 
pied column inches, almost to the point of a front page monopoly. 
However, Becker soon intruded and for a full week the story of his 
departure to Sydney and his arrest, recapture and deportation jos- 
tled with that of the Royal Fairytale together with the Miss 
Australia Quest and the Bank Nationalisation Case on the front 
page of most leading Australian newspapers of the day. 

In a way, the old German warrior succeeded in spoiling the 


British party. 
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The South Australian President of the Returned Servicemen’s 
League (Mr A.S. Blackburn VC) had urged the authorities to 
organise an intensive search for Becker who might otherwise 
remain in hiding for months. He said that the League had always 
advocated a close surveillance on him because it had felt that he 
would attempt to escape when the time for his deportation drew 
near. 

When in 1948 news was filtering back that Becker would seek 
to be readmitted to Australia, Mr. Blackburn was reported as say- 
ing that he was not concerned about what the Denazification 


Court had done and proceeded: 


"Dr. Becker had been found guilty by a tribunal in Australia [sic] 


and it was far better that he should stay overseas." 


It may be recalled that Blackburn had, for a time, acted as 
Beckers lawyer when his client had been attempting to obtain 
medical registration immediately before the War. If only for ethi- 
cal reasons, one would have expected his former lawyer to exhibit 
some decency and remain publicly removed from, and silent 
about, his former client's personal difficulties. 

If Blackburn was going to comment, at least his comments 
should have been accurate ones and not such an outrageous, gross 
misrepresentation of what had actually occurred. 

But by then, of course, Becker was completely without 


defence. 


Germany Finally 


Becker disembarked at Bremerhaven in mid-February 1948. 
The deportees expressed shock at the state of devastation of their 
homeland. 

He was reported to have written several letters, whilst in tran- 
sit, to South America declaring that that was where he intended 
to go. 
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By the mid-year of 1948, Riedel was telling the media that 
Becker had been cleared after his trial by a German de-Nazification 
court and he produced a copy of a document written in German 
which he had translated. 

It read: 


“The Senate for Political Liberation, Bremen 
The Public Prosecutor, AII, H/Sch 


Herr Heinrich Becker, born 27/1/98 [sic], Bremen, 
Dransfelderst, 20 


Matter- Political Examination Regarding: Your application 


5/2/48 
According to paragraph 58, part 3, of the law of 9/5/47 there 


are, from the political point of view, no objections against your fur- 
ther practice as a medical specialist. 
The Public Prosecutor.” 


Riedel then started to soften the press about the fact that 
Becker was determined to return to Australia with the support of 
his loyal friends. He maintained that humanitarian reasons alone 
should dictate this. Besides, Australia badly needed medical men of 
his calibre. 

The left-wing Tribune could not contain itself when, on the 


9th of July 1948, its editorial seethed: 


“The arrogant Nazi, Herr Dr Becker, must not return to 
Australia. 

Right to the last when he was arrested on the tanker in Sydney 
harbour, Becker remained true to his title of Australias No.1 Nazi by 
screaming Deutschland uber alles and clicking his heels. 

He joined the Nazi Party in 1932 and in 1941 still wrote that he 
was always ready to fight unselfishly for Hitler. 

Becker's return would be an insult to the Australian people just 
as a visit from Sir Oswald Moseley would be disastrous. 

Evidence alleging that Becker has been de-Nazified before a 
German Court means nothing as other, perhaps more dangerous, 
Nazi big shots have been de-nazified before similar Western German 
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Courts... Despite his dangerous record, Becker was treated with noth- 
ing but kindly interest by Commonwealth and State political police. 
A strange apathy was displayed by authorities when he attempted to 
escape returning to Germany last year." 


The editorial concluded by asking the Government to estab- 
lish a public inquiry to identify the Federal politician who, it 
seemed, had helped Becker make a run for it. 

There is no evidence to support the assertions about what Dr 
Becker is said to have written in 1941: they really are a mystery. 

When asked why Becker had tried to escape if he was satisfied 
that the Germans had nothing on him, Riedel said that Becker had 
discussed with him his imminent fate and was afraid that Nazi 
documents on him in Germany would have been destroyed and 
the only evidence against him in Germany would be what was sent 
from the Australian authorities. 

He said that Becker was also intending to go to England to 
obtain the necessary qualifications which would enable him to 
become registered as a medical practitioner in Australia. 


The Federal President of the Returned Servicemen’s League 
was a Mr Millhouse KC who repeated its implacable opposition 
and vowed that the “arrogant pest” would never return. One mem- 


ber of the public wrote to Canberra: 


“As a loyal Australian... sincerely hope that you will never even 
consider Dr Beckers application [for return]. There are now too 
many bad Germans here now." 


In respect of the Millhouse and Blackburn statements, Max 
Riedel did put up a spirited, rearguard defence: 


“As legal men they should realise there are two sides to every 
question... Does Mr Millhouse know the man?...In 20 years I have 
found Becker a quiet, gentlemanly fellow. I have never heard him 


argue once.” 
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[hen in August 1948 Riedel reported that Becker was practis- 
ing medicine in Bremen and was shortly to send details of a “won- 
der cure for asthma’. If they were sent they were never published. 


In December 1948 the Australian Military Mission in Berlin 
wrote to Canberra, raising concerns from a number of Australian 
press correspondents that Becker had been processed too easily 
through the de-Nazification Court. Berlin observed that Becker 
had been discharged in the 1947 Christmas amnesty because of 
lack of evidence against him. 

The Americans made it clear that, if the Australian Govern- 
ment wished to do so and provided the necessary evidence, then 
they would be prepared to reopen his case. It seems that Becker’s 
dossiers had, along with those of several others, been mislaid. 

It was thought by the Mission and: 


“... by the British and American authorities that unless the 
Government has a very pressing desire to prosecute this case nothing 
further should now be done here in Germany. It is presumed that if 
the Department of Immigration is informed of this, steps would be 
taken to see that Becker's future re-entry into Australia is barred.” 


This message went to the Department of External Affairs and 
thence to the Attorney-General’s Department which, in February 


1949, concluded that: 


“dt is considered that the Australian security interest will be 
served by the permanent exclusion of J. H. Becker from Australia. 

Becker has been an insatiable seeker of publicity and may be 
regarded as a wholly undesirable person. 

However, as the German Denazification Court appears to have 
cleared him — over-hastily apparently, since it is also stated from 
Germany that the papers concerning him had been lost — [it was of 
no use to consider] reopening the case.” 


These comments provided eloquent testimony to the real atti- 
tude of Australian officialdom to Dr Becker. There was no men- 
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tion of his unfitness to reside in Australia on account of either his 
ideology or penchant for crime. He was simply a seeker of public- 
ity and wholly undesirable. That was sufficient to condemn him: 
he had been a thorn in the side of vested British interests for far 
too long. 

The matter stopped there and his permanent exclusion was 
infinitely easier than trying to prove a case against Dr Becker, espe- 
cially where such a case did not exist and the Australian authorities 
knew it. 

One extraordinary aspect of all this is the omission of the 
Australian authorities to suggest the availability of duplicate docu- 
ments or dossiers. It frankly beggars belief that such were not able 
to be gathered from the various Federal and State offices for for- 
warding to Germany. The only conclusion is that there was no 
longer any political, or even bureaucratic, will to pursue the mat- 
ter. Besides, why should the authorities now, for the first time, 
have placed themselves in jeopardy of any external scrutiny? 

The easy and unaccountable option was best. 


Final Failures 


In September 1952 Becker renewed his campaign to have his 
personal property returned to him, including the numerous snaps 
he had taken on his world trips when he was a ship’s doctor. 

[ p 

He wrote to the Commonwealth Investigation Service that he 

had sent several parcels to his children without their acknowledge- 


ment: 


“They have not written to me for over one year. A friend of mine 
heard that they are not allowed to write, my wife has prohibited them 
to write. Can you find out if that is correct?” 


This was ignored. 
In 1955 Becker renewed inquiries about the fate of the motor 


car that he had at the time war started. When he was interned he 
owned a Studebaker convertible coupe. He had given Mona his 
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permission to sell it and get a smaller car — a little Vauxhall — for 
her own use. She was subsequently prohibited by the authorities 
from owning that car because of her German nationality, which 
had been acquired on her marriage. It was soon sold. 

It was finally noted by the Deputy Director of the 


Investigation Service: 


“I respectfully request that any further requests from Becker 
concerning his alleged loss of property should not receive further 
attention. 

I may also mention that Mrs. Thomas [Mona] from time to time 
does receive letters from her former husband but she ignores them.” 


The last communication in respect of Becker’s property came 
by a Verbal Note to Canberra from the Embassy of the Federal 
Republic of Germany in May 1955. He had lodged an application 
with the competent German authorities for compensation for 
property lost during the War including his X-Ray equipment, 
medical equipment, furniture and books. It is difficult to see how 
he could possibly have succeeded given that he had sold the med- 
ical chattels to Mrs Lindner for £120. Or had he? 

The books were a different issue and, like his stamp and wine 
collection, have never been satisfactorily accounted. 

He also made claim to the loss, through confiscation, of a 
Buick motor car. He had owned one but not by the time War was 


declared. 


This application was also duly ignored. 
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13 
Letters from Bremen 1948-61 


It is a wise father that knows his own child 
William Shakespeare 


Dr Becker successfully resumed his practice of medicine in 
Bremen, initially from rooms at 23 Hohenpfad. He later moved to 
premises at 31/33 Ostertorsteinweg, eventually describing himself 
as Arzt und Geburtshelfer (Physician and Obstetrician). His surgery 
was located in the citys professional and commercial precinct. 

He once told a friend that he finally retired from practice 
because he had become sick and tired of treating occupying 
American troops for venereal disease. 

He kept in touch with Australian friends and was visited by 
several of them, including Mr Dallwitz, the builder from Angaston 
who had provided him with work during his darkest times before 
the War and after his release from internment. 

Not all letters to his children failed to get through. There 
remains a handful. He eventually gave up attempting to write to 
Mona. She never replied. The surviving letters were addressed to 
the children and Heini in particular. Becker was happy to receive 
news of happenings in Australia and the Barossa Valley. The letters 
are not only the voice of a caring father, but they give us a fascinat- 
ing insight into his thoughts. 
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Bremen 


17th May 1949 


[After receiving news of the Barossa Valley Vintage Festivals 
for the past two years he remarked how it was very funny that the 
last two Festival Queens were brought into the world by him in 
1928] 

Heini, I hope you have opened this letter carefully not damag- 
ing the stamps. All 4 are rare stamps and it is the best thing to put 
the whole envelope with the stamps in the collection... We can 
already buy imported strawberries, peaches, oranges and lemons. 
Marli, what about a strawberry ice-cream?... While I am writing 
this I have a good cup of good coffee and Vienna rolls with 
Australian honey... It is 4 o'clock in the afternoon which is about 
2 o'clock in the morning of the 18th May in Freeling. 

[He then told how he went to a trotting meeting recently and 
won in 6 out of the 8 races.] 

Well darlings I will close now, 

Have all my best wishes 

With lots and lots of love, 

Always your 

Dad xxx 


Bremen 


14th October 1949 


... When you open my air mail letters, always open them with 
a knife and don't damage the envelope. ..never take the stamps off 
of an air mail letter. 

[ am quite busy and sometimes have calls at night. In the 
evenings I am pleased when I can go to bed; sometimes I am 
already in bed at 9 o'clock. Then I read some interesting papers 
until my eye lids drop and off to sleep I go. Usually I get up at 


6.30, sometimes patients call at 8 o'clock. My consulting hours 


350 


The Hitler Club 








start at 9 and last till 11, chen I do my visits. About 12.30 I go for 
lunch at a very nice place with excellent meals but where one can't 
get an alcoholic drink. It is very seldom that I have a glass of beer 
although I have two publicans as my patients. The German beer is 
very good. In the afternoon I have my consulting hours from 1700 
to 1900 hours...After tea I go for my evening walk from which |] 
am back at about 8.30 quarter to nine. My day is finished then. 

... We have plenty to eat of everything now, although we still 
have ration cards we don't need them. The shop windows are full 
of lovely toys; the children spend hours in front of the windows 
pressing their noses against the glass watching the electric trains 
and other mechanical works running. 

... Here in Bremen are many Displaced Persons from Eastern 
Europe in camps, waiting for their transport to Australia. The 
Germans are glad when they leave Germany because most of them 
are not of good character, especially the girls. The men of Polish, 
Ukrainian and Gipsy descent steal, loot, rob and murder the peo- 
ple, mostly the farmers, and therefore everyone is glad to see them 
leave this country bringing their culture to Australia. 

I intend to spend Christmas with my sister, your Aunt Elly, 
in Marburg. There I will meet many of my old friends who went 
to school with me and some of them studied with me at the 
University. 

... Your photo is standing on my writing desk and many 
patients have a look at you and ask me about you... 

Your loving 

Dad xxx xxx 


Bremen 13th November 1949 


[ suppose you are right in the midst of your examinations. | 
squeeze my thumbs that you will pass with good results, 

...It is Sunday afternoon and I am glad that I dont have to 
go out. The other night I went to the circus and I had a good 
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hearty laugh and enjoyed myself very much, Do you go to a show 
sometimes? 

| enclose a little snap taken by surprise by one of these street 
photographers who are in my opinion a real nuisance, But it is 
interesting to see how funny one looks if one does not take care of 
oneself and walks along thinking of nothing. It is taken on a 
Sunday afternoon strolling along the river Weser having just passed 
one bridge... Where are you going for your Christmas holidays? | 
go to Aunty Elli ac Marburg; she will have a nice Christmas goose. 
She always has something special... 


Always your 


Dad xxx oooxxx 


Bremen, 17th Dec., 1949 


I hope that God will give you health and strength for your 
study in the coming year and may one of these days you also have 
the luck to be with your father again like other children. 

My darling Marli, have you received my airmail letter for your 
birthday? If you are not allowed to write to me, then tell it to one 
of my friends who will tell me if you have received the little silver 
necklace... The Australians do not want German goods to be sent 
to Australia. We have so many lovely things in Germany and I 
would like to send you a big box of things like your grandfather 
was doing when we lived in Tanunda...Aunty Elli sees to it that 
Christmas will be celebrated in old traditional ways like we did 
when our parents were still alive... We have everything to eat now, 
people do not starve like 2 years ago. Heaps of oranges from South 
Africa, Spain and Italy, tons of bananas we get now.. . The travelers 
say that living conditions are better in Germany than in England. 

I am quite busy in my practice which is still going ahead. Now 
in wintertime is more to do than in summer, I had a few cases with 
pneumonia, then there is through the cold windy wet weather 
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rheumatism and neuritis. During a week, about two, three times I 
get called out at night... 


All my love to you both, always your 


Dad xxx 22? 


Bremen, 11th Jan., 53 


My dear Heini, 

in a weeks time from today you have your 18 teenth birth- 
day... You are grown up now and a young man and I hope that you 
are a wise young man that I can be proud of. So far I have good 
news heard of you, and I hope you keep on to be a good boy...I 
have sent you a writing portfolio as a birthday present...[it] is from 
leather and a valuable thing, so I hope you keep it from your Dad 
as a treasure... 

Have you got a necessaire, that is French, and that is what we 
call it, where there is a brush for the hair, a toothbrush, soap, nail 
file and scissors etc in it. I heard that you are travelling a lot and 
you need a thing like that. 

...As you noticed I have changed my address. I live only 50 
yards from where I lived before but I have 41/2 rooms. It is very 
nice and cosy here, but I have put all my money in the rooms to 
get them put in good order... 

Always your 

Dad xxx 


Bremen 11th November 1956 
My dear Heini, 


Yes, I was surprised to hear from you after two and a half 
years... 
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I am always in a gallop like a horse... in July I had visitors 
from Australia Mr. and Mrs. S.A. Dallwitz from Angaston... Í put 
a photo taken with my Volkswagen car on the way from Bremen 
to Bremerhaven in this letter... He is a contractor and builder and 
has much influence amongst the people [in Angaston]. 

In August I went for a holiday...to my only living uncle [his 
late mothers brother] at Rinteln. He is becoming 82 years in a 
fortnight... got three more rooms where to live by the local 
authorities I have now 7 rooms and a half and two toilets (one for 
the patients)... I have to look after my practice... which is large. 
This is the reason why I have not written, or say it better; I had not 
even much time left for sleeping... 

[Y]ou still collecting stamps [?] I have a beautiful collection for 
you. 

I am glad you have been at Sydney, it is a pretty city. I know 
it very well too. Pleased to hear that you got nicely ahead at your 
work at the bank. Boy, keep further clean, honest and sober and 
you will see that as a reward you go further ahead. How, Heini, 
would not you go as a purser on a ship for learning languages? You 
would see the world and at the same time learn. Cant you get one 
or two years leave from your bank to travel and study languages? 

One language will not nowadays be enough to know, German 
and French besides English is better. After two years you go back 
to your bank and you have better prospects to go ahead. You are 
young now and got more sense and you the languages easy. I have 
done the same. They were the best years of my life. I have been at 
the five continents and look how good, I will not say perfect, speak 
and do I write the English language. 

I could not speak English before I travelled. Naturally, one 
has to have a good and very strong character when one 
travels... You will be surprised how nice the world is. You got a 
German name and also can go as...one because with an English 
name you are not welcomed in the world at the present time...1 
can understand that you feel lonely and forgotten but Heini you 
are not forgotten. Write to me, your father and I am always there 
to help you. I do not forget you. But it was your own fault that 
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you have now written to me... 

There is ...your golden ring here with me for your 21st birth- 
day. I send it now with the Christmas parcel. It is a golden ring 
with an onyx stone, 14 karat gold... The world position was to 
uncertain to post a [Christmas] parcel especially around the Suez 


Canal... 

Your engagement with the other Marli, think it over. I am not 
against it, I can understand if “you are so lonely”. But my boy you 
are still so young and life lays before you. If I still were in Australia 
all were different but it was your mother who was behind my 
deportation from Australia, otherwise I still would be there. 

...I wish our Marli at Melbourne the best of luck. It will be 
very dear at Melbourne and most interesting, more interesting to 
see the people than to see the [Olympic] games. 

... Is Franky [Drake] still at Freeling? 

With the best of luck and all my love 

Your Dad 


Then news arrtved that Dr Becker bad been resorting to litigation 
again. This time it was against his own sister in a contest over their 
late fathers estate. 


Bremen 16th December 56 


My dear Marli and my dear Heini, 

... Marli, I received your letter from Melbourne and I am quite 
pleased that you had a good time over there. It is very interesting 
to see the Olympic Games...Heini write me your wish for your 
22nd birthday, but not a motor car! I cannot send one by air mail! 
It is a great help for me if you both write your wishes. I am so busy, 
not only in my medical work also in the daily life. It is so here in 
Germany that every person and the government makes the life for 
a human being so difficult as he can. At the beginning of 
December I was at Marburg on account of a court case against my 
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own wishes. Your mother knows her, she is very difficult. When 
my father (your grandfather) died in 1948, he had made not a Last 
Will. And that was the trouble. I won the case against my sister 
and got my part of everything he left. But my sister wanted the 
whole lot for herself, she wanted to betray me of my part. I further 
had to fight for the admittance to all the insurance comp.[anies?] 
in Germany. I got them, another win. Up to now, I had only the 
mercantyle [sic] insurance co. but now, I got the whole lot. Later 
on, if I retire, I get £40 Australian a month pension. Better than 
nothing and worth while fighting for... 

Have you seen Mr. and Mrs. S.A. Dallwitz from Angaston? 

Write to me soon again. I am always waiting for letters from 
you. 

With all my best love to you both 

Your 


Dad 


Bremen 13th Jan. 57 


My dear Heini, 

...By the time now Mr and Mrs Dallwitz from Angaston must 
have arrived at Adelaide. They will tell you a lot of things from 
here. Up to now we have had a very mild winter. It is raining at 
present. We have had days withl2 Centigrade, that is 
12x1.8-21.6432- 53.6 degrees Fahrenheit. We hardly know snow 
and ice. 

I feel quite well and live quite comfortable at my rooms. In my 
practice I have gas heating which is very nice and at my private 
dwelling I have central heating. It is warm and cosy at my rooms. 
It will be warm at Australia too. You live I suppose on fruit and ice 
cream. Do you go to the beach, can you swim? 

I will go now and make my evening meal, which will be bread, 
butter and Wurst. Afterwards I will go to the post and bring this 
letter there. 
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With my heartiest greetings to you both and my love, Your 


Dad 


Bremen 14th July 1957 


My dear Heini, 

...Say, what is this “Adelaide Cover Services” can | help you by 
getting known to firms who are dealing with stamps? Can I send 
you some stamps here from Germany? | got a good collection 
which you later on will get from me... If I have time I pack you 
more cigars... Tell me Heini what is the price of a hotel or a cafe- 
teria [sic]. A man here, who wants to emigrate to Australia, asked 
me after the price...I will help you in any way to get a house, the 
money I have over I will send to you. I can fully understand you 
want your own home and house because you never had since 1939 
a decent place to live in. I wish you and Marli all the good for the 
wedding and for the future. Can you send me the Sydney address 
of your wedding place? 

Heini, do not commit yourself through joining the lodge. Be a 
free man all your life. Certainly you may go ahead in your business 
but you are also handicapped with other things. Beside that, they 
drink a horrible lot at the lodge. When I came here they asked me. 

My best love for you 

Dad 


Heini and the other Marli were married on the 16th August 
1957. 


Then Becker was given news of Marlene’ impending betrothal. 
Her fiancé had written to her father seeking his permission to marry 
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and Dr Becker replied. 
Bremen 4th August 1957 


I have received your letter dated 25th July 1957. 

You ask me a serious question, but you know that I have no 
influence whatsoever over the life of Marli. I hope that she made 
the right choice for the future of her life. You have my consent and 
you both have my blessings for the marriage. I hope you will treat 
her all your lifetime long as a lady and will be good to her. She 
deserves this, as her past life was not so splendid caused through 
the world war number two. 

Yours sincerely 


JH Becker. 


Marlene married on the 30th of December 1958. 


Bremen November, 10th, 1957 


My dear Heini, 

A short notice also, I am still alive! Thank you very much for 
the Flying Doctors stamp. This week a parcel leaves for here for 
Christmas... I put two boxes of cigars in it for your uncle... Have 
you received my telegram for the wedding? 


Lots of love to you both, 


Your Dad 


Bremen, 8th Sept 59 
My dear Heini and my dear Marlene, 


Yes, my dear Heini. Dad is writing again. I was so ill two and 
a half months ago that I was not able to write a line. Thanks Good, 
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| am better now that I can write now. I am writing in the Catholi 
Hospital and write to you. It started in January this year. In n i 
she my Hospital assistant, left thanks good. I could utesd he 
away because I had to keep her until April GOth. It was then " 
date to leafe. I make till to many mistakes to notice my faults. But 
you will excuse that, I know it! | 


[ had then other assistance, but none longer than 2 or 3 weeks 
| had a blood pressure until 230mm, the low temperature oi 
150mm. I had a temperature until 230 until I got in the hospital. 
The temperature went down to 190 and is still falling. It is not yet 
round, what I have, was 150 to 160 a year ago, that was all right. 
What is on now, have to wait a little bit now, a right diagnosis, can 


not so easy get now. 
But I feel better now and that is what counts. 


It is very hard for me now to write a little bit longer. 
Many heartiest greetings to Marlene and to you 


Your Dad 


I write to your sister Marlene I hope tomorrow. 


Bremen 15th. December, 1959 


My dear Marli and my dear Heini! 

...I send to you £100/-/-. It is the best I have at the present 
time... When I come to Australia again then I look again to your 
building. I tell you then if I like it or not, at the present time it 
looks quite all right. It must be awful to have a drought in S.A... 

The prices for television has come down, but they last not 
long. Sometimes the pictures are good but they last not long. 
Pictures are in the night time. I have not a set. We had a beautiful 
summertime and now it is warm, and always warm 

Cheerio for now, 

Lots and lots of love 


Your Dad 
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Bremen 21 February 1960 


My dear Heini and my dear Marlene! 

I always have forgotten to write to you on your birthday a 
happy day, I wish again a happy birthday to you and that you may 
live long and have a nice time. For a birthday present I send to you 
my needle which I wore all the time as a birthday present for over 
33 years in a ship. I got the needle from a friend (a Jew) on the ship 
on the Norddeutscher Lloyd in Shanghai. It will take certainly 
some time before it will arrive there. [This needle is the one that 
he always used in the preparation of his favourite dish, the saddle 
of hare]. 

How is the garden and your house getting on? By now it is in 
well getting on position. 

I am getting on in a well better position. The head of the 
Medical position is in a [indecipherable] to me. I have nothing 
done to him but he hates me, nobody understand. I don’t know 
why, nobody knows. We will have a nice fight together before the 
minister for internal affairs. 

I have a lots to fight for. I have not got paid for a nearly one 
year. 

Now I wish you and Marlene a happy new Year 

Lots and lots of love 


Your Dad 


Then the children received the final letter. It represented a stark 
measure of his rapid and horrid decline. | 


Bremen 17.1.1961 
My dear Heini and my dear Marlene, 
many happy returns of your birthday! 


I hoppe you have a happy birthday now. I have not heard from 
you for a long time I feel better now, I get better now. I do not not 
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practice now. Many happy return to you both. 
Lots and lots of love from 
me both 


your Heini 
XXX 


Exeunt 


Marli, Beckers beloved daughter, went to Europe to see her 
father for the first time since 1947. He died at 10.25 am on 
Tuesday the 21st of February 1961, in his 63rd year. She missed 
seeing him by four days. His sister Elli went to Bremen to attend 
to all arrangements. Marlene brought back to Australia some 
papers that were among her father’s personal effects. 

Included among them was the transcript, from the 
Deportation Iribunal hearing, which bears Becker’s heavy under- 
scorings. He had had to purchase the transcript in October 1947, 
before his departure from Australia, from the Attorney-General’s 
Department in Canberra. It had cost him £2/2/8d. 

In accordance with his wishes he was cremated and the urn of 
his ashes was taken to Marburg and buried in the Cemetery along- 
side his parents. His Sterbeurkunde (death certificate) simply 
describes him as geschieben (divorced). It does not indicate the 
cause of death. 

His father had died in Bremen just before Christmas in 1948, 
after Becker’s return to Germany, and had chosen to be buried 
with his wife. Though the site where Becker's ashes are buried is 
known, his name does not, even to this day, appear on the head- 
stone. 

Dr Becker had never remarried. 

His sister Elli died a decade later, in Marburg’s Psychiatric 
Hospital on the 11th of April 1972 in her 75th year, and she was 
buried there as well. Before her retirement, she had attained the 


level of Deputy Headmistress of her school in Marburg. 
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A synopsis of Becker's biography and medical history was 
recently furnished to a leading Adelaide cardiologist. He was asked 
what he thought had been the most likely cause of Dr Becker’s 
death, bearing in mind what had become apparent through the 
years of correspondence from him to his children. 

The specialist's response observed: 


I believe the most likely cause of his deterioration was cere- 
brovascular disease secondary to hypertension. This seems most evi- 
dent from the letter of 8th September 1959. Although the meaning 
of the letter is clear, there are numerous misspellings and he confuses 
temperature with blood pressure. However his awareness that he is 
making errors, and his improvement from 2 months before when he 
was very ill, suggest that his confusion is more likely to be due to cere- 
brovascular disease than a dementing illness. He also indicates that his 
blood pressure 1 year before was about 150-160mm Hg which we 
would now regard as being elevated in a 61 year old. His letter of 15th 
December 1959 is more lucid and suggests further improvement in 
his condition possibly due to improved BP [blood pressure] control. 
There is no clear evidence of significant short or long term memory 
loss. 

The cause of death is unclear. However it is likely to have been 
due either to a stroke or a myocardial infarct as a result of long-stand- 
ing hypertension. I do not believe that he suffered from a dementing 
illness and any confusion was due to cerebrovascular disease. 


At a less prosaic level, it seems a lot easier to give reasons for 
Dr Becker’s premature death. He was a deracinated man for whom 
life had lost any real meaning or purpose. He had lost forever his 
home, marriage and family: he no longer enjoyed any relevant 
prestige or esteem. He had lost the Fatherland he had known and 
saw himself as enslaved to his country’s conquerors: he was merely 
going through the motions. 

A large part of his raison d'etre, the cause of National Socialism, 
no longer gave a shape and identity either to his life or his intellec- 
tual and moral landscape. He never recovered fully from the brutal- 
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ising regime of internment and the subsequent public humiliation 
and opprobrium. His parents were gone and he had had a falling 
out with his sister. His mail to Australia was being largely ignored. 

After all the stressors to which his physical and psychological 
frame had been unfairly subjected, and without the prospect of 
any recourse to obtain even a modicum of justice, Becker’s sense of 
worth and morale must have plummeted beyond any point of 
recovery. It was all too much to bear any longer: while he kept his 
pride that was not enough. There was no longer anything worth 
struggling for. He lost the will to live. 


In June 1994 Beckers granddaughter Laura visited the 


gravesite and took pictures. She recorded in her diary: 


“Went to the cemetery office. They were very helpful-located the 
plot and then had someone drive me there! It is near the Kinderfeld, 
up several stairs and quite tucked away. A largish, new-looking, grey; 
square tombstone with Frieda (d.1934), Heinrich (d. 1948) and 
Elfriede (d.1972) — no mention of Johannes Heinrich! A daisy and 
some impatiens looked reasonably freshly planted...So I took some 
photos and walked all the way down to the office. They assured me 
that Dr Becker (always Dr!) died in Bremen. The service was held at 
an uncle’s (22) and then he was cremated and his ashes buried in the 
urn in this plot. No name is not usual but occurred if there was no 
money or relatives who cared. Elfriede was buried by people who no 


longer live at the address given in the register..." 


Laura had no knowledge of any relatives from the Becker side 
of the family and it was a mystery that someone had planted fresh 


flowers on the plot. 


Mona died on the 4th of October 1982, aged 76. She was cre- 
mated and her urn installed in a niche in a memorial wall at the 
Port Broughton Cemetery. She had been in ill health for a number 
of years, suffering badly from crippling arthritis and a bout of 
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breast cancer which had resulted in a mastectomy. 

Sonny died thirteen years later and his urn was placed along- 
side hers. After Mona died, he often mentioned how badly he 
missed her. 

Initially, when he started to woo Mona, Sonny was very 
unpleasant towards Marlene. He was apparently jealous because 
her mother would spend so much time with her. 

In later years their relationship proved deep and abiding and 
she now remembers him affectionately. She was most grateful for 
the great care he took of Mona during the years that she had been 
very ill. 


Heini Becker and his wife (also named Marlene) had two chil- 
dren. 

Heini remembers the war years and how he and his sister were 
teased and bullied at school because of their German connection; 
Marlene remembers too. 

When Heini left school he went straight into a bank at its 
branch in Freeling, rising rapidly to be one of its youngest man- 
agers in the State. 

With a shoestring budget, he decided to run for Parliament 
and believes that his life’s experiences, especially where his father 
had been concerned, prepared him for the sometimes brutal life of 
a politician. Heini served his State with great distinction, sitting as 
4 Member of Parliament in the two lower House seats of Hanson 
and Peake from 1970 until his retirement 1n 1997. 


Marlene had undertaken her training as a nurse at the Royal 
Adelaide Hospital. She served in country hospitals including at 
Laura in the State’s mid-north, the town after which she named 


her first born child. 


Marlene had been a fine athlete and tennis player in her 
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prime, 

She recalls to this day how, often, when patients saw her name 
badge they asked her if she was related to the Dr Becker. They 
would then bemoan his loss and tell her that if only he were still 
treating them then they would be all right. 

Marlene still lives in Victoria. She is pleased that there is now 
an officially recognised rose — a deep blood-red, velvet-textured, 
miniature lapel rose — named in memory of her father. 
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Correcting the Record 


A great many people think they are thinking when they are mere- 
ly rearranging their prejudices. 
William James 


l. 


It is both necessary and desirable to set the record straight on 
a number of details of the story of Dr Becker. He, a larger than life 
figure, attracted more than his fair share of false tales and myths. 


Contrary to reports in the press at the time, Becker was not 
arrested, after the War was declared, when he was buying a news- 
paper in the main street of Tanunda. He was reported as saying to 
the arresting officer: 

“I know I know...you know my position; my character is good. 


I would like however to return to my home to secure my bags which I 
have already packed. I will then accompany you to the police station." 


That simply did not happen. 


However, 1t was correctly reported that there were other men 
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who were interned with him at Keswick at the same time: 


“Two well known Norwood furniture manufacturers: 

A German waiter, who was interned at Torrens Island (Port 
Adelaide) from 1914 to 1918; 

A well-known engineer, who occupied a prominent position in 
the motor car building industry; 

A manager of an Adelaide firm, who was living in a flat at 
Glenelg; 

Another German who was working in a leading hotel on Yorke’s 
Peninsula.” 


Again, contrary to received opinion, there was no extensive 
round up of suspects and internees by soldiers in military trucks 
and wagons in Tanunda. It was simply a case of a body here or 
there being quietly arrested by the police in possession of Army 
warrants over the coming months. 


Within three weeks of Becker’s internment the Adelaide Truth 
reported on it and reminded its readers of a conversation with him 
back in 1936. 


He was quoted as saying: 


“Herr Hitler is a vegetarian and lives the life of an anchorite; he 
has saved Germany from the folly of insensate luxury which usually 
follows a great war. I can assure you that Hitler is working for a great 
ideal. He was a front-line soldier himself and he knows the horrors of 
war. 

He is arming Germany for peace, and not for war, because he is 
convinced that the only safeguard of peace in Europe will be a 
Germany equipped to meet all emergencies, and to stem the rising 
tide of communism.” 


After providing a brief outline of Dr Becker’s troubles with the 
Medical Board and the outcome of the Tanunda prosecution, the 
article concluded: 


“For 12 years Becker has been in the public eye. Even today, he 
is the most discussed German in Australia. 
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There Is one thing he wants to tell Australians. He has not been 
bayoneted in the arm, the leg, or in e 


i ither hand by an Australian sol- 
dier at Gladstone internment camp. 


In fact, he can see no reason at all during the duration of the war, 


why he should have anything to do with bayonets — at the right end 
or the wrong end.” 


Becker was known to savour the odd cigar — often — especial- 
ly of the Churchillian variety. He carried them with him at all 
times, lighting them up with his silver monogrammed lighter. But 
this particular indulgence once got him into trouble and it was his 
first real brush with Australian law. 

On the evening of Wednesday the 3rd of June 1931, he visit- 
ed the Birkenhead wharf at Port Adelaide to pay his respects to an 
old friend, Mr Arnhold, who was an officer on the German vessel 
MV Rendsburg which had berthed earlier that day. 

While he was being entertained, Becker was presented with a 
box containing 25 cigars, a caddy containing a pound of tea and 
one and a half pounds of roasted coffee beans. 

His movements were being closely watched as he departed 
down the gangway and went to his car which was parked on the 
wharf nearby. 


A Police Sergeant Donnellan approached him and spoke first: 


“We are police officers, what is your name?” 

Defendant replied “Becker. | am a doctor from Tanunda.” 

Donnellan said, “I suspect that you have taken goods from this 
ship which are subject to duty.” 

Defendant said, “Only a little bit of coftee. I have friends on 
board and they gave me a little coffee. 

Defendant showed Donnellan some coffee beans in a piece of 
paper. 

Donnellan said “Is there anything else?” 

Defendant replied, “No that is all." Donnellan then noticed a 
tin containing tea on the seat behind him and said, "Did you get this 
off the boat?” Defendant replied “Yes.” Donnellan then saw 
Constable Reidy take a box containing 25 cigars from the back of the 
seat upon which the defendant was sitting, and said to him, “And 
these cigars, are they also from the Ship?” Defendant replied “Yes, my 
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friends on board gave them to me. I could not say I would not take 
them as they were a present. | did not pay anything for them.” 

A man from the ship, who said he was the Purser then came up 
and said, “I gave those little things to the Doctor for a present. The 
ship pay [sic] the duty on them.” 


The next day the Master of the vessel wrote a letter confirm- 
ing that Becker had paid the Chief Steward 15/- for the cigars. It 
was calculated that the customs duty payable for the cigars, tea and 
coftee was 7/-. 

The goods were seized and placed in the King’s Warehouse 
and a fortnight later Becker was fined £1/0/0 by the Collector of 
Customs and the seized goods were forfeited. 

In his letter of explanation to the Inquiry, Becker wrote: 


“Under the circumstances I consider myself innocent in regard 
to the charge of “Petty Smuggling” but having since been in formed 
that the removal of anything off the boat by me was against the law I 
plead "guilty" to the charge and trust that you will give me the bene- 
fit of the doubt of deliberate "Petty Smuggling" and treat the case 
with leniency.” 


No doubt his next smoke was greeted with special pleasure. 


Becker enjoyed nothing more than to have a smoke with his 
close friends over a beer or two at the Victoria Hotel in Tanunda 
(nowadays known as the Valley Hotel) at the end of the day. So 
well known was he at this particular watering-hole that he had 
reserved for him his own silver tankard with his name engraved on 
it. And it was kept in a prominent place on the bar shelf, in his 
honour, throughout the whole of his internment. 

He was a congenial, gregarious man who loved company and 
conversation. He had a particular fondness for dancing. 

He readily adopted Australianisms. His favourite one was the 
time-honoured recommendation to patients, whose symptoms did 
not warrant medical intervention, “to take a Bex with a nice cup of 
tea and a good lie down’. 
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He loved wine and built up a fine collection which inexplica- 
bly went missing during his internment and was never recovered. 
He had always been an avid photographer and hundreds upon 
hundreds of his photos were seized by Security, never to be 
returned to him. 

His favourite everyday tipple was Fosters Lager, which he hap- 
pily proclaimed to be the best beer in the world. 

He enjoyed playing card games, especially Skat. And he had an 
abiding love of music, with special emphasis on German and 
Italian opera. Though he enjoyed the works of Wagner and other 
German composers, his first love was Der Rosenkavalier by Richard 
Strauss. He collected many records and books. He and Mona were 
both theatre lovers and were regular and frequent patrons at per- 
formances of both opera and ballet in the city. 

During their teenage years, Mona and her sisters had become 
good friends of the young Robert Murray Helpmann (1909-1986) 
the future star of ballet and choreography and Knight of the 
Realm, whose parents had moved from Mount Gambier and lived 
just around the corner from the Seven Stars Hotel (in Angas Street, 
Adelaide) run by the Prices. They watched his stellar career with 
great interest. He was three years younger than Mona and, to their 
mutual delight, the girls would dress him up in women’s clothing, 
apply their make-up, and watch him dance and perform. 


Whenever people reported on their conversations with Becker 
the verdict was nearly always favourable. He obviously had a 
charming, engaging personality. 

He was very popular and his intimates remember him as a gen- 
tle-mannered and softly spoken man. He was never heard to swear. 
But he did not suffer fools gladly. Nor was he particularly religious 
or irreligious; that was a topic which he never raised outside the 
family. He could probably best be described as an agnostic. 


One interlocutor observed: 


Our talks were most cordial; Becker perhaps has his part to 
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play, and , if so, plays it well, as he tries to be quite frank and open 
both in his conversation and his dealings. 

He ts a “likeable chap” to meet and on saying goodbye to him, 
or rather as we both said “Auf wiedersehn” he extended me an invita- 
tion to call in and see him any weekend that I happened to be tour- 
ing in his district...” 


One of the stories that have persisted to this day is that Becker 
was required to study medicine for a further year after coming to 
South Australia. The myth continues that he declined to do so for 
reasons unknown. However, it was said, he wrote a text on either 
obstetrics or gynaecology which was in wide use in South Australia 
and which gave him the professional credibility to practise in the 
State. None of these matters were true. 


Immediately before the War, Becker was executing a sweeping 
right-hand turn into Julius Street with Heini asleep beside him on 
the front seat of the car. As the turn was being effected, Heini slid 
across the seat and his feet engaged the door catch; it opened and 
the boy was ejected onto the road. His father stopped the car, got 
out and ran to his aid. 

According to Mona, when Becker brought Heini home, it was 
the only time she ever saw her husband look “truly scared”. 

For the next week, he stayed at home and sat next to the boy’s 
bed and nursed him back to health. He did not leave his side for 
the whole time. 

That was when Heini really got to know his father who had 
even gone out and bought his son a water-colour painting set and 
showed him the tricks of that delicate art. When his father finished 
doing an example, Heini was enthralled; to him it was like watch- 
ing a Hans Heysen painting being realised before his eyes. 

As it happened, Becker was on very friendly terms with the 
great Hahndorf artist and at one time was the proud owner of two 
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Heysen oil paintings, although neither was hung in the home in 
Julius Street. By the time Becker was released from internment, 
they had both disappeared and their whereabouts have never been 
discovered to this day. 

Heini remembers another time when he was with his father 
driving into Tanunda from the north. A major accident had 
occurred. A motor cyclist had hit a tree at great speed. 

Becker stopped the car and told Heini to stay there. He alight- 
ed and went to investigate, but the natural curiosity of the child 
stepped in. Heini got out of the car and joined the scene and wit- 
nessed his father, quite literally, peeling the dead man's head and 
pulped face from the tree. He remembers to this day that the vic- 
tim had seemed to have no facial features left. 

When he could, Heini went everywhere with his father. He 
fondly recalls the many trips from Tanunda to Port Adelaide and 
the visiting German ships of the day. He would watch on 
enthralled as his father engaged the officers and crew in lively con- 
versation. 

There was a time when Heini fell asleep on the way home and 
woke to find that his father had become hopelessly lost and had 
ended up in Hahndorf instead. 

Tanunda residents recall Becker in his early days driving 
around the town with the top of his car down, his beaming face 
acknowledging passers-by, waving cheerfully while there, fastened 
to the front number plate, was the Nazi insignia — the spread- 
winged eagle clasping the wreath-encircled swastika — shining like 
the badge of some exotic automobile association. 

On another occasion, Heini got himself entangled in barbed 
wire and succeeded in leaving a gash behind his knee. The cut was 
so severe that he needed stitches. His father decided not to proceed 
himself and called one of the other local doctors, who agreed to 
come around to the house. When that doctor arrived, it was obvi- 
ous that he was the worse for wear from drink. While Becker 
enjoyed a tipple, he had an abiding hatred of drunkenness. 

Becker explained the problem and what needed to be done. 
The registered medical practitioner proceeded to administer Heini 
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with a local anaesthetic and then started to insert the sutures, 
Heini protested that he could feel the needle. The doctor told him 
to wait: the anaesthetic would soon take effect. Then he recom- 
menced the suturing. Heini repeated his agonized protest. 

Becker interceded and told the doctor that the pain-killer was 
not proving effective. He took the doctor into the kitchen, shut the 
door, and screamed at him that he didn’t know what he was doing 
but to no avail. To this day, Heini recalls the pain of each of the 
eight stitches that were administered to the wound. His father 
looked on helplessly while the act of butchery continued. 

One day, not long before the War, a young boy named 
Wilksch rode his bicycle into Julius Street at too fast a rate, only 
yards from No. 6. The tyres lost their grip because of loose dirt on 
the road and the bike skidded from under him. The boy fell heav- 
ily into the gutter, hitting his head on the concrete kerbing; he 
started convulsing. 

Children in the street witnessed the accident and called for 
help from one of their mothers. She came to the boy's aid. 

Becker was at home; he heard the commotion and came to his 
front fence and looked on. The mother asked him to assist. He 
made it clear that he could not render medical aid, as this occurred 
while Becker was seeking to petition the authorities for registration 
as a medical practitioner. But he gave the mother detailed instruc- 
tions from where he stood and the lad was soon on the mend. 

His earlier prosecution had made him afraid of transgressing 
the authorities again and jeapordising any skerrick of a chance that 
he may have had to win favour in that quarter. 

What was interesting was the mother’s immediate reaction: as 


far as she was concerned he was still Dr Becker. 


There were times when Becker showed films of life in the New 
Germany in his own home. Many people would come into No.6 
and make an evening of it while Mona laid on the coffee and cakes. 

Heini remembers that his father was always being asked about 
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what was happening in Germany, especially by the older folk in the 
Barossa Valley. Dr Becker cheerfully took responsibility to find out 
and inform them, even down to the tiniest piece of news, if he 
could. 


Heini vividly recalls the long journeys, in his mother’s small 
Vauxhall car, to visit his father several times at Loveday and once 
at Tatura, the latter taking a mind-numbing twelve hours. Mona 
had sold the more cumbersome Studebaker with her husband's 
approval. Until then, she had never held a drivers licence. 

Many years later, after she remarried, Mona told Heini that 
she remembered her trip to Germany with her husband and how: 


“the place was being run by the scum of the earth". 


In late September and early October 1933, when Dr Asmis 
visited Adelaide and conferred with Becker about their role in fos- 
tering Deutschtum, Australian national pride was being stirred by 
two things: the outlawing of bodyline as a cricket tactic, and the 
courageous feat of the aviator Sir Charles Kingsford-Smith in set- 
ting a new record time for a flight from England to Australia. 

At the same time, English pride was being given a rebuff by 
the Lord Chamberlain, who forbade the performance in London 
of a burlesque which included a sketch depicting Adolf Hitler 
engaging in a confrontation with Shylock. The reason given for 
prohibiting the performance was that whereas Shylock could not 
be said to be a political personage, Herr Hitler was, and serious 
consequences could flow from the satire. 

Finally Nazi civic pride in Germany was bolstered when the 
City of Leipzig’s municipal authority passed a by-law which 
imposed a discriminatory tax on dog-owners. People who had 
mongrels were expected to pay a levy four times the amount that 
Was payable by owners of pure Aryan breeds. 
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After his father died, Heini wrote to the solicitors to enquire 
about what personal belongings they still had in their possession. 

They forwarded to him a copy of Max Riedel’s Power of 
Attorney, copies of the two receipts signed by Mona for the inter- 
est free loans made to her by her husband shortly after their mar- 
riage, a copy of the Will made in December 1946 and Mona’s Nazi 
Party membership card. 

Doubtless, Becker had had it stored safely to protect Mona. 


There was also the matter of Frankie Drake's internment. It 
succeeded that of Becker. An owner of a motor car had taken it on 
no fewer than four occasions to a garage proprietor in Freeling. A 
slipping fan belt was proving intractable and continuing to cause 
damage to the radiator. The owner got sick of the man’s failure to 
fix the problem and decided to get Drake to look at it. Within 
minutes Drake had solved the problem. Within days he had been 
reported by the other, jealous garage proprietor and arrested by the 
military authorities as a spy. 

Drake lived on until his mid-seventies, spending his last days 
in a Nuriootpa nursing home. 


Monas Redemption 


Mona was a very powerful and mesmerising figure in the lives 
of her two husbands. She was always in charge of her own destiny. 
She was resourceful and capable and never once was she heard to 
complain about her fate, even in the War's darkest times. 

For four years she had been the consort of the most influential 
Nazi in the country, whose fortunes on that account inevitably and 
rapidly flagged. Dr Asmis and Berlin ensured that his trajectory 
was curtailed. Becker was fighting city hall on two fronts, locally 
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and in the Fatherland, which entailed the dissipation of his 


finances and energies and, while Mona spent a lot of money, 
Becker needed to make a lot. 


But it was not the simple fact of internment that finished 
Monas relationship with her husband. Of course separation and 
the emergence of another suitor were crucial; seven years was a 
long time to try to sustain a marriage in those circumstances. What 
became critical for Mona was the need to claim back her lost sta- 
tus and forestall any hint of privation. Any status that she may 
have enjoyed in Tanunda had abruptly ended. Now there was not 
only her future to consider but also that of the children. 

Reclaiming her Australian citizenship was important. It 
enabled her to disentangle her fate from her husband’s plight. It 
meant that the children could also receive separate consideration. 
It became an entrenched part of family lore that Mona was able to 
do this with the help of the Freeling sub-branch of the Returned 
Servicemens League and that, without the League's timely inter- 
vention, Mona and the children were destined for deportation. 

From a recent past when she was hitched to Becker's spectac- 
ular rise and fall, a fresh start could be made with Sonny Thomas, 
a war hero of the country of her birth, a man of steady income and 
prestige, a fine sportsman who could excel at any endeavour and 
who was worshipped in the Freeling community where she lived 
and worked, as well as being a member of the League. 

The transition could be seamless, especially after she was sub- 
jected to importuning by elderly female relatives and friends of her 
close-knit family, who hinted to her to get rid of her Nazi husband. 
There had been persistent rumours in Monas family that she had 
married the wrong person. [his was certainly the feeling even 
before Becker's internment. 

To make a new life was some reward for the hard years of war 
when she had demeaned herself as a humble hotel cook and aban- 
doned her extravagant lifestyle. 


Besides, what future was there with a man who had virtually 
no prospect of becoming a respectably recognized doctor? Were 
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there to be repeats of his humiliations at the hands of a legal sys- 
tem that had become fixated on this man? What assurance was 
there of a good life in war-ravaged Germany? What if she had to 
drag her English-speaking children to a foreign land at a delicate 
time of their upbringing? And if she did leave with the children, 


would they ever be able to return? 

And what future was there with a man whose National 
Socialism was anathema to Australia? 

From being the consort of her native country’s enemy to being 
the wife of one of its war heroes was an extraordinary volte face. But 
when considered from Monas viewpoint it was indisputably 
attractive and met with general approval which made the decision 
easier. 

Mona was not a wrecker of a marriage but a tough survivor at 
a time when survival was everything. These thoughts were the con- 
ventional wisdom. 

However there are matters which may suggest otherwise. 
Mona made application to retain her rights as a British subject and 
renounce her German nationality as early as January 1940 (i.e. 
barely four months after her husband was immured). There is no 
hint in the documents that Becker was ever made aware of this fact. 
Instead of Monas decision to stay in Australia being seen as one of 
agonising moment and influenced by her new romantic attach- 
ment, it must be seen as one of speedy calculation and self-preser- 
vation. She was already making contingency plans regarding the 
marriage. [ime would do the rest. And based on Beckers letter to 
his children of 11 November 1956, he believed Mona was behind 


his deportation and thus would not, and did not, later join him. 


The Real Divorce Story 


Heini recalls that furious argument that erupted between his 
parents one day at the Freeling Hotel. This was in September 1946, 
as Mona told the Supreme Court in the 1953 divorce hearing. 

But the fight — yes, his father did strike his mother — was not 
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over anything as banal or tawdry as Dr Becker's arrogant unwill- 
ingness to polish the children’s school shoes. He had just been 
informed by Mona that she was having an affair with the local 
schoolteacher and war hero Sonny Thomas. She told him that as 
far as she was concerned their marriage was at an end. Becker 
could not believe her act of betrayal and reacted. Livid with rage, 
he punched her once to the face, cracking her cheekbone. 

Never before had he shown a hint of physical violence to any 
person in, or in the presence of, his family. Heini recalls to this day 
that his father’s only physical expression of displeasure was a mild 
tweak of a truculent offender’s (especially Heinis) ear, to secure 
compliance. 


In his 1945 testimony Becker said: 


“I am against force. If I cannot persuade a person by conversa- 
tion that he is wrong and I am right, then it is my failure. You should 
not use force. 


I was compelled to serve as a German soldier in the last war. I 
have had other experiences of force in this [internment] camp.” 


But Becker had spent the past seven years of his life in an 
interminably boring and brutalising environment, where he had 
been subjected to a number of sometimes vicious physical assaults. 

He had assumed that Mona would wait patiently and remain 
steadfastly loyal to him. When he had been released he thought the 
marriage would resume where it had left off. Monas confession 
was a shocking bolt from the blue that he had never anticipated 
and from which he never really recovered. 

This was the real reason why Becker sought official permission 
to go back to Tanunda to live. Mona’s unfaithfulness during his 
internment was one thing, but to hear her tell him she no longer 
loved him, that there was another man and that the marriage was 
over, was too much to bear. Besides, he knew that Sonny Thomas 
hated him, not simply because of his political history, but because 
he was ‘the other man’. And Thomas was a hero in Freeling, so that 
growing opposition and bitterness towards Becker amongst the 
locals was inevitable. The Freeling RSL Branch was already work- 
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ing against Becker behind the scenes. He had to get out, at least for 
the time being, and hope that something could be rekindled later. 
It never was. 

He wrote to the Deputy Director of the Commonwealth 
Investigation Branch on the 3rd of October 1946 seeking permis- 
sion to move back to Julius Street and the approval came from 
Canberra six days later. Becker advised that he had made the move 
on Friday the 18th of October 1946, which was not correct. He 
had already been back in Tanunda since late September. 


Nor was Monas evidence to the Supreme Court in 1953 nec- 
essarily accurate regarding the fact that she had not heard from her 
husband since his deportation. Becker had been writing to the 
children from the time of his return to Germany. It is natural to 
suppose that he wrote, initially at least, to Mona as well. 

Indeed, when Mona died daughter Marlene helped Sonny 
clear out her mother’s personal effects, among which was a box of 
letters sent from Becker in Germany. Marlene described them as 
“love letters”. Their fate is unknown. 

Mona had also testified that she was at all times unaware that 
Becker was facing deportation. That assertion cannot be true in 
light of the fact that she accompanied him to the solicitor Robert 
Homburgs office, when it was decided that written representations 
would be made on her husband's behalf to the Federal 
Government. Mona had also accompanied him on his forlorn trip 
to Canberra when he had an interview with Dr Evatt, the 
Attorney-General, to see if that Minister could persuade his col- 
league Calwell, and through him Simpson, to change their minds 
on the matter of his future. Mona’s duplicity and her involvement 
in the destruction of the marriage was somewhat of a tidal wave in 
Becker's seemingly endless sea of troubles. Yet, until now, history 
has remembered Mona as blameless and Becker as the villain who 
deserved his fate. 
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Before the War, Sonny Thomas had taught at schools on the 
West Coast of the State. The first one-man school at which he 
taught after his return from overseas service was Morn Hill near 
Freeling. 

After marrying Mona, his schools were at Stone Hut, Gulnare 
and Bowmans. Mona assisted him by teaching the young girls 
sewing and cooking and she showed them her sewing and needle- 
work skills. 

Wherever he went, Sonny was a tireless worker for the local 
community and their years together at these various country loca- 
tions were very happy. They were always popular wherever they 
resided. 

A contrast which Heini has noted, between life with his father 
and life at Sonny, was that Sonny was not much of a talker and, 
somewhat surprisingly for a teacher, his homes did not seem to 


have any books. 


Heini remembers the atmosphere of unreality at the Freeling 
Hotel when a host of American GI's regularly came to spend their 
R&R leave there. These men were vastly more polite than their 
Australian counterparts and wooed and turned the heads of the 
local civilian and enlisted girls with their homespun charm, chew- 
ing gum, Virginian cigarettes, Hershey bars, silk stockings, exotic 
cocktails and mixers and a seemingly inexhaustible supply of money. 

The local men had their noses put out of joint and often 
expressed their resentment to the visitors with obstreperous 
behaviour. 

For a time, the place resembled a floating brothel. 

Heini recalls how, as a 9 or 10 year old, he was often told to 
go and play tennis so that his small room could be used for carnal 
purposes. He became a good tennis player. 


Marlene hated life at the pub. She thought it was purgatory. It 
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was she who was left to do menial chores like waiting on the tables, 
making beds, polishing the brass steps and door knobs, cleaning out 
the urinals and helping her mother with the cooking and washing. 


Despite what was said by witnesses on board the Cedar Breaks 
and what was generally reported in the press, Becker did not have 
a wallet bulging with money. As already indicated, he had only £87 
left over from the sale of his medical equipment to Mrs Lindner. 

Some reports also said that he had with him confidential doc- 
uments, implying perhaps that he was attempting to take out of 
the country dastardly and damning Nazi secrets that were prejudi- 
cial to national security. There was nothing of the sort. 

It is also worth noting that Donald Carl Baker’s story, of Dr 
Becker clicking his heels and shouting something in German to 
the ships Captain, was reported in another paper as being done 
and said when he was asked his identity by the Sergeant of the 
Water Police. 


Zi 


Apart from his customs fine and the prosecution under the 
Medical Practitioners Act 1919, Becker was never suspected of, 
arrested for, charged with or convicted of a criminal offence. 

He was unquestionably an ardent National Socialist and 
strongly opinionated about its role in the German world. Despite 
the occasional reference in the files to the possibility of his being a 
Gestapo officer, no evidence was ever adduced to show that this 
was the case. It was merely another instance of slur by suggestion. 
A surprising thing is that there was apparently no suggestion 
uttered that he was a member of the SS (Schutzstaffel). 

Although Becker was undoubtedly anti-Semitic, at least until 
his expulsion from the Nazi Party, he never agreed with the Party’s 
policy of physical mistreatment. Thereafter his views changed 
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about many aspects of Nazism. 

There is no evidence to back the assertion that he was respon- 
sible for disseminating the poisonous little anti-Jewish tract enti- 
tled “Wake up Australia! A National Warning”. 

This was actually printed in Adelaide and published by a 
right-wing body calling itself the Guild of Watchmen of Australia, 
whose known addresses were Sandalwood (a town in the Murray 
Mallee area of eastern South Australia) and a Sydney postal box. 

Federal Security, somewhat confusingly, described this associ- 
ation as: 


“A mystical, semi-British Israelite anti-Semitic society led by L.S. 
Norman of Sandalwood. Had connections with Social Credit, Silver 


Shirts of America (Nazis), etc.” 


In other words, the pamphlet's precise provenance was readily 
established and proved by Security. 

However, there is no evidence to connect Becker with it in any 
way. Why would he have subscribed to, or wanted to be seen align- 
ing himself with, a document which preached such an unwavering, 
almost jingoistic, pro-British line? 

Becker was an intelligent man; he was not a rabid propagan- 
dist for his countrys Old Enemy. It was simpler to attribute its dis- 
tribution to the object of officialdom's dislike. Besides, this book- 
let of vilification was never included in any list of materials seized 
from Becker's possession. 

At his worst, Becker was a mere proselytiser, a man of seem- 
ingly boundless energy and enthusiasm who was seeking converts 
to the cause of Germany’ss rebirth. If anti-Semitism had been the 
real reason behind his deportation, then he should have been 
joined by many others, whether they were British, Australian or 
German alike. 

Amid the welter of files held by the Security Service on the 
men discussed in this book, there is not one shred of credible or 
admissible evidence that could possibly lead to the belief that 
Becker was ever a danger to Australian national security. What is 


held on the files consists largely of a medley of hearsay, hearsay 
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upon hearsay, blatant scuttlebutt, innuendo and information gen- 
erated by biased reporters and spies who were determined to find 


something sinister where nothing of the sort existed. 

There were also informants and spies who often had motives 
to destroy the businesses or reputations of others. Look at the 
examples of Fritz Homburg, Frankie Drake and Monsy Schulz. 
There seemed to be no quality-control measures in place to filter 
out the rubbish. 

What the spies did see was a group of men talking in peculiar 
ways about the New Germany with a renewed pride and convic- 
tion, not a band of insurrectionists who were about to storm the 
institutions of state by force and arms. 

In almost every respect, Beckers role lay exclusively within a 
clique of German nationals — the Reichsdeutsche — and his activities 
hardly extended to those of the Volksdeutsche of Australian birth or 
naturalised citizens. Whenever they did — like the picture shows — 
his deeds were there for the whole world to see. 

Becker was happy to treat with his fellow nationals as, in 
effect, a social club of expatriates who still longed for news of 
home and to understand the complex developments there. 

It was Asmiss proselytising with the Volksdeutsche that Becker 
found unacceptable. Why not take him at his word when the 
(anecdotal and only) evidence is strongly with him? 

There is not a jot of evidence to suggest that acts, conspiracies 
or plots of treason, sedition, espionage or sabotage were ever part 
of their agenda. Rather, the briefing notes on such activities from 
British Intelligence were exclusively confined to the dreadful deeds 
happening in the European theatre. The Australian authorities 
were content to blindly apply the British analysis in an embarrass- 
ingly unsophisticated and undifferentiating manner. And this 


meant that many innocent people were demonised. 


3. 


At the end of the day, one is left to ask a simple question about 
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the comings and goings of Becker, the half-brother Homburgs, 
Krawinkel, Schulz, Starke, Abel, Bartsch, Bohlens, Bock and the 
rest: What did any of it matter? 

One cannot help being reminded of the words used by the for- 
mer, great Chief Justice of South Australia (Dr John Jefferson 
Bray) when he described a particular matter before him in court 
"as not so much a storm in a teacup as a zephyr in a thimble”. 

Apart from their infantile clubbishness and risible rituals and 
posturings, the most that the Nazis in Australia could be accused 
of achieving was the surreptitious introduction of propaganda and 
a doomed attempt to persuade people to give their support to 
German endeavours. These were men who were seeking to win 
hearts and minds, just as the Australian authorities were on their 
part. 

The Becker enterprise was always doomed for two reasons. 

Those of the local population who were not German nation- 
als, and were thus the vast majority in this country, could never be 
recruited to the Nazi Party. And they were simply not interested in 
giving anything other than support for the Nazi cause by lip serv- 
ice — a cheap, deniable and dispensable commodity. 

These facts were already known to Australian Security as early 
as February 1936; in one file a note, which recorded what an 
informer told a Superintendent of the State police, commented: 


“I discussed with my informant the position at Tanunda and the 
belief that the [Hitler] movement there is not making much headway 
is confirmed more or less. It was explained to me that the German res- 
idents there are of the old stock and not particularly interested in the 
Nazi so the ground for spread of propaganda is not very fertile.” 


Like nature, Security abhorred a vacuum. 

In spite of their concerns that, even after 1936, Becker's 
importance to the Party remained unaffected by his dismissal, the 
evidence seems to show otherwise. There is none to suggest that his 
role was somehow transmuted. It is reasonable to think that 
Becker’s word on this can be accepted. His intense involvement in 


the Party had ceased. For the three years leading up to the War, he 
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constituted no national security threat, even assuming that he had 
beforehand. He had become more interested, indeed preoccupied, 
in seeking to regain his profession and livelihood; he was by then 
both a father and a husband. 

His criminal conviction in the Tanunda court meant that he 
had to depart from the Party’s leadership; he had been too long the 
cynosure of damaging publicity, which suited the purposes of nei- 
ther Berlin nor Dr Asmis. 

It is reasonable to suppose that Beckers outlandish claims, 
which were repeated in the Tanunda court, were a form of willful 
official suicide. One gets the impression that he was tiring of the 
fight with Asmis, especially since he was not receiving support 
from Berlin. In contrast, Asmis was: the Borchers and Noerthen 
letters confirmed this. Becker was also probably tiring of the 
squabbles within the Party scenes of the City and Tanunda. 

Beckers hubristic and threatening comments as recorded by 
the police suggested an exasperated man at the end of his tether 
who was offering a parting shot of defiance. His mindset seemed 
to be that he may as well go down fighting. The Party had ceased 
to interest him as it once did because it was not prepared to back 
him. Why expose himself to further agitation. with his medical 
practice, his means of income, in further disarray? In effect, in 
terms of his involvement with Nazism, he deliberately consigned 
himself to the wilderness. One can imagine the sort of relief he felt 
by unburdening himself. 

His destruction of Party documents in 1937 and his attack on 
Dr Haslinger, the camps leading Nazi, were symptomatic of this 
attitude. Though he remained a card-carrying member of the 
Party, his heart was no longer really in it, an attitude that was con- 
firmed both by Becker’s conversation with the Tanunda pianoforte 
teacher in 1936, about Hitler’s unsatisfactory treatment of the 
Jews, and the total cessation of propaganda activities in Tanunda 
from 1937 onwards. 

But when the war came, the Federal Government had its out- 
ward and visible enemy and scapegoat and it was able to milk his 
pilloried fate for all it was worth. 
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After the war was over there was more of the same. The 
responsible Minister (Arthur Augustus Calwell) was unshakeable 
about Becker's fate and, like any law and order politician worth his 
salt, played the Becker-the-bogeyman theme to near exhaustion. 
He did not flinch once from the hard line. This Devil had to go. 


As one writer, Marina Warner, has noted: 


"One of the chief moral problems revealed by the fantasies of 
fear is that they search for a guilty party. Apprehension of dangers — 
real or imaginary — converts into diagnosis of moral evil... While fears 
— and their embodiment, the bogeyman — do not in themselves clar- 
ify moral issues, they do give us clues to understanding the engineer- 
ing of hatred. Historically, the bogeyman has often expressed, in an 
enlarged, distorting glass, a given society’s sorest lesions: just as the 


“blood libel” against the Jews reflected profound Christian anxi- 
eties...” (Endnote No.14) 


Astonishingly, Mr Calwell himself had told the press in late 
October 1945, on the eve of Mr Justice Simpsons commencing 
the Aliens Deportation hearings: 


*...the fact that not one act of sabotage was committed against 
the Australian war effort by any person, proved that Nazi plots and 
other stories which had received a good hearing were figments of dis- 
ordered imaginations." 


The News soon took umbrage at the Minister's assertions: 


" Many Australians have a strong suspicion that some aliens who 
were given sanctuary in this country abused their privileges. It will be 
the duty of the [Simpson] inquiry to decide whether such people, 
while accepting Australias protection, allowed pro-enemy sympathies 
to run away with them and engaged in activities detrimental to 
Australia’s war-time security... 

Mr. Calwell ignores the fact that there has been considerable evi- 
dence, notably in South Australia, that certain people not only held, 
but also expressed strong Axis sympathies. Such expression was espe- 
cially marked when the war was going in the enemies favour. It 
appeared too that people concerned were prepared to translate their 
words into deeds if an opportunity had arisen. 

The inquiry should be able to extract the facts from accumulat- 


ed evidence and suspicions.” 
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In the matter of Becker, there were hardly any independently 
corroborated facts upon which the final recommendation for his 
deportation could be said to have been based. Suspicions abound- 
ed, certainly: facts and real evidence were virtually non-existent, if 
indeed they did exist or had ever existed. 

The Simpson inquiry, about which 75e News had expressed 
such hope and optimism could still do its job and give the press 
what it wanted without the inconvenience of forensic rigour. The 
whole process fed on itself and derived its ultimate validity and 
credibility from the politics and the media which drove it. An 
Australian tribunal that lacked any reference to proper due process 
could well be described as the kangaroo court par excellence. 


4. 


The target of Australian disordered imaginations was a small, 
provincial community of foreign nationals, or second and third 
generation descendants of foreign nationals. 

They were people who were industrious, ate different food and 
wore different clothes. They chose to worship their God in their 
own way. Their religious leaders were powerful figures in the lives 
of their pious flock. They also spoke their ancestral tongue but 
only to speak with the elderly who could command no English. 
Otherwise, it was to them a point of honour to be able to speak 
the language of their hosts. 

While these people observed the laws of their hosts, they were 
happy to cling to ancient traditions and customs from a culture 
which was rich in literature, art, music and other manifestations of 
the better part of the human spirit. 

They carried with them a natural and abiding affection for 
their old homes and were not afraid to express it. However, such 
affection was regarded by the hosts to be barely an acceptable face 
of something much darker — disloyalty, disaffection and treason. 

In abject obedience to a superior ally the hosts took drastic 
steps, calling in aid notions like freedom, democracy and British 
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justice. Its enemies were to be classed by their blood and not their 
deeds, ironically just as the Jews had found in the Germany of the 
Third Reich. 

Lives and livelihoods were destroyed in the name of God, 
King and Country, words which lost all meaning because they had 
been debased, a subject upon which the English writer, Harold 
Pinter (when receiving, in his absence, the 2005 Nobel Prize for 
Literature) has, in a contemporary setting, reflected with great 
sadness: 


“,..the majority of politicians, on the evidence available to us, 
are interested not in truth but in power and in the maintenance of 
chat power. To maintain that power it is essential that people remain 
in ignorance, that they live in ignorance of the truth, even the truth 
of their own lives. What surrounds us therefore is a vast tapestry of 
lies, upon which we feed." 


It was so easy for the public to imagine, and for the authori- 
ties to conjure up, Becker as a jack-booted, goose-stepping Nazi 
dressed up a la Heydrich or Himmler. The very word “Nazi” did 
this for them. It became a shorthand way of tattooing a person 
with all the attributes of the thugs and henchmen who were the 
Third Reich’s architects of annihilation. This tattoo, simply a 
species of lazy stereotyping, gave all levels of Australian officialdom 
a convenient way and excuse to ignore the flesh and blood human 
being in front of them. 

The Australian authorities and press were happy to peddle the 
fallacy which Leo Strauss (the German-born Jewish philosopher 
and ethicist who had studied under Martin Heidegger and is 
regarded as one of the intellectual pillars of the American 
Neoconservative movement) in 1950 called the reductio ad 
Hitlerum. It was also facetiously called the argumentum ad 
Nazium. 'This fallacy, said Strauss, took the form that, if Hitler or 
the Nazi Party supported a policy or course of action, then such 
policy or action must necessarily be evil. Becker was unwittingly 
and inextricably caught up in its clutches. 

It licensed The Thing (the name given by the great English 
writer William Cobbett to the flint-hearted and pompous con- 
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stituents of The Establishment including politicians, civil servants 
and lawyers) to treat a husband, father and man of medicine with 
capricious zeal. (Endnote No.15) 

And though Becker had always shown compassion in the dis- 
charge of his profession, he in turn was never shown any. 


The Returned Servicemens League, like a tenacious dog with 
a bone, was a vital part of this process. 

In late 1945 it passed a resolution at its National Congress in 
Perth to the effect that all enemy aliens and naturalised citizens of 
enemy origin, who were proved disloyal or guilty of subversive 
activities, should be deported. 

It would seem that they were not aware that their own moot- 
ed criteria had never actually been satisfied in Beckers own case. 


Their resolution went on to say: 


“The lands and/or businesses of any such people should be 
acquired by the Government on reasonable terms. Such lands and/or 
businesses should be made available for acquisition by ex-servicemen. 
The absorption of aliens into industry or businesses of any nature 
should be so controlled as not to prejudice the complete rehabilita- 


tion of ex-servicemen.” 


The National Congress declared that it viewed with alarm the 
large number of aliens of enemy origin becoming naturalised during 
the war, and acquiring freehold property and businesses to the detri- 
ment of returned servicemen and those still in the armed services. 

The South Australian delegation was successful in getting 
passed the name and shame resolution: the Federal Government 
should be asked to publish the names of all disloyal Australians and 
aliens who were interned during the War, with a view to having 
them disenfranchised. 

The fact of internment was obviously going to be conclusive 
proof of disloyalty; at least that proposal enjoyed the virtue of 
being an efficient expedient as an aid to proof. 
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5. 


Becker was a National Socialist whose emphasis was almost 
exclusively on the socialist component. He was attracted to ideals 
of social justice and egalitarianism. The thugs in the Third Reich 
lived and died by the Nationalist part, which referred to a nation- 
hood founded on racial purity and Teutonic glorification. 

The failure of the Australian authorities to make this distinc- 
tion and to give Dr Becker any benefit of the doubt was remark- 
able, but it can be understood only by reference to their desire to 
appease their British masters and, of course, to score domestic 
political points. 


6. 


In one sense, Beckers deeds in Australia represented a first 
major assault on British hegemony. He failed badly but his failure 
was short-lived. 

Even though the Minister who deported him was a vigorous 
advocate of the White Australia Policy, within a very short time 
there began the European (including Italian and Greek) diaspora 
and Australia was forever transformed. To this day immigration 
from all corners of the globe continues and Australia is, or should 
be, considered to be the richer for it. 

To have enabled that to start, it required a person like Dr 
Becker, a humble Pioneer foot-soldier wielding his mattock, to 
help weaken the gates of the British fortress. 

Between 1948 and 1951 over 180,000 Displaced Persons 
resettled in Australia. The Federal Government was happy for 
them to come in order to address the workforce’s chronic manpow- 
er shortages, especially in unskilled areas and technical and scien- 
tific callings. 

Many came from the captive states of the Baltic: Estonia, 
Latvia and Lithuania. The first Baltic arrivals came aboard the 
United States ship General Heitzelmann which had carted Becker 
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away. Others hailed from countries that would soon lie behind the 
Iron Curtain such as Czechoslovakia, Hungary, Romania and 
Yugoslavia. 

The Federal Investigation Service reported that quite a few 
immigrants had telltale scars where Nazi SS tattoos had been 
removed. 

Mr Calwell, who was still the responsible Minister, described 
these reports “as a farrago of nonsense” and added: 


“Hasty conclusions as to the security risk of certain classes of 
migrants...do much harm not only to worthy people but to our 
immigration plans.” 


Suddenly, questions of national security were being relegated 
to the back seat behind the economic renaissance of the day. One 


writer commented: 


Since then, Federal Ministers on both sides of politics have taken 
little action on the issue. Perhaps they have been concerned by claims 
that Australia’s Western allies, particularly Britain and the United 
States, had used Australia as a dumping ground for their Nazi intelli- 
gence agents, and that [ASIO] was an active partner.” 


(Aarons: Fingering the S.S., 1997) 


The Menzies Liberal Government replaced that of Labor in 
December 1949 and followed the same supine line: former Nazis, 
Nazi sympathisers and collaborators were, in the light of the emer- 
gence of the Cold War, ready-made allies in the fight against 
Sovietism and Communism: in other words, “the enemy of my 
enemy is truly my friend”. 

In 1999 revelations surfaced that former German scientists 
were deliberately recruited to enter Australia after the War in order 
to utilise their expertise, despite official knowledge of evidence of 
Nazi complicity by some of them: of 127 recruited, 41 were 
known to have been members of the Nazi Party or associated 
organisations. 

There is a ready inference to draw that successive Australian 
Governments (with the full knowledge and complicity of their 
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Security and Intelligence agencies) which recruited former Nazi 
scientists, deliberately suppressed information which might have 
led to their prosecution for war crimes. 


As recently as 2001 the respected Simon Wiesenthal Centre, 
which tracks down Nazi fugitives, made it known that it had 
already submitted to the Australian Government a total list of 462 
names of people living in the country who were suspected of hav- 
ing committed Nazi war crimes. It had also recommended that, if 
the Government did not have the will or resources to criminally 
prosecute such people, it should embark on a programme of denat- 
uralisation and deportation. The Government had a precedent but 
failed to act. 

The obvious corollary of these developments was, and 
remains, Australia's official attitude to Jews. 

Mr Calwell became the country’s first Minister of 
Immigration and he hand-picked the Head of his new 
Department. The latter (Tasman Heyes who was born in Adelaide) 
was an upper-class Anglo-Saxon who belonged to the Melbourne 
Club, an august, conservative institution which traditionally 
black-balled Jewish aspirants. 

After the War, it became clear that Jews were not welcome in 
Australia. They were perceived to be too different and a threat to 
Australian living standards, as well as undesirable economic compe- 
tition for the local populace. During the earliest period of process- 
ing Displaced Persons in Europe the Australian authorities used a 
questionnaire which clearly implied that preference would be given 
to potential immigrants who were of ‘Aryan’ extraction or ancestry. 
When the press got to hear of this Heyes had to convince the pub- 
lic that the word was not being used in its Nazi sense but only as a 
shorthand reference to the apparent colour of a persons skin. 

The Centre for Independent Studies has revisited the results of 
an Australian opinion poll in the late 1940s. In answer to the ques- 
tion: “Which group or groups should be kept out of Australia?” 
58% of respondents answered that Jews should not be allowed into 
the country at all. The poll came in the wake of post-War knowl- 
edge of the death camps. Jews were ranked as the second-highest 
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category of potential immigrants who should be excluded, after 
Negroes. 

As the Premier of New South Wales (Mr Bob Carr) said in a 
debate on Anti-Semitism in the Legislative Assembly on the 24th 


of February 2004: 


"It is sad to reflect that in 1945, with the start of the great post- 
war immigration, people in government in Australia had to carefully 
measure out the generosity extended to survivors of the Holocaust. 
There was a residual anti-Semitism in Australia in the late 1940s 


barely outweighed by the generosity of spirit that was then beginning 
to take hold of the Australian people. It is recorded in the history of 
these times that Arthur Calwell had to tread warily because there was 
still anti-Semitism in our nation, horrible as it is to contemplate, that 
persisted after the first revelations of the death camps, the extermina- 


tion camps.” 


It is a sobering thought that the practice of banishing a scape- 
goat was of Jewish origin, and that the persecution of Jewry was 
often carried out in the name of exorcising the Devil. 

Whichever way such matters are looked at, Dr Becker was not 
alone in his endeavours. He could have saved himself that trouble, 
privation and angst. He did not know it, but all along it would 
seem that he had had the assistance of the Australian Government. 


Dr Becker: a Summing-up 


In the absence of any further information relating to Dr 
Becker's private life, it is frankly difficult to make an overall judg- 
ment about the man. But the information that is available paints a 
portrait of a man who was something of a chameleon, who adjust- 
ed his face for the audience to which he was playing. It is impossi- 
ble to say that there was just one Becker. 

Yet the various faces which appeared did possess some consis- 
tent qualities. 

In his Nazi capacity, he at times behaved in an intolerant, bull- 
ish and even provocative fashion. That can only be understood in 
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light of his fervent political and ideological vision. He was always 
on the side of the German national who was oppressed, outcast, 
poor or disadvantaged. He detested exploitation in any form, par- 
ticularly at the hands of an undeservedly privileged ruling class and 
so often his behaviour was class-inspired. 

In his professional capacity — as Tanunda residents still 
remember with obvious affection — Becker was a brilliant, indefati- 
gable and compassionate doctor. Many people in the Barossa 
Valley owed their first breath to his undoubted skills. 

To his family, he was warm, loving and loved. But when they 
needed him most he was taken from them. 

As for friends, his bankruptcy file provided a small window on 
his generosity: he had made three loans of significant amounts to 
friends who were in need. He had even helped one of them set up 
a business in Port Pirie. It showed him as a loyal man of decency. 
And that decency shone through if he harmed someone: he invari- 
ably made good. 

When he was Australia’s No.1 Nazi, there is no doubt that he 
took on his task with enthusiasm, but his political forays did not 
seek to intrude upon the lives of people who were not interested. 
When they were interested, he was more than happy to provide 
them with stories of Germany's re-emergence and organise public 
entertainment for which they hungered. At that time, people 
everywhere seemed to want to know more about Hitler and his 
New Germany, whether they were for him, against him, or trying 
to decide. 

socially, he was a convivial and magnetic man to whom peo- 
ple were attracted by his thoughtfulness, conversation, laughter, 
wit and obvious leadership. 

He was something of an enigma. Though he was a very well- 
read man, he was probably not an intellectual: he was certainly 
greatly intelligent and his leadership seemed to be charisma-based. 
He happily led from the front and applied himself with passion. 

However, he did have the misfortune of bearing the stigmata 
of cleverness, a quality which has rarely been prized in Australia. It 
has too often been treated with suspicion and distrust. Becker did 
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not seem to know this and he pushed on, oblivious to any ambush- 
es that awaited him. He seemed to be curiously, even naively, 
defenceless and acted accordingly, leaving himself vulnerable. In 
that sense, he had a self-destructive streak. 

If there is one word that sums up Dr Becker it is courage, but 
a courage which bordered on the personally reckless. It was on 
show when he decided to flee to South America. Why should he 
remain when all his virtues were not being taken into account or 
accorded due weight by the authorities? Why should he hang 
around when his cooperation with the authorities was not being 
recognised? 

Beckers attempted flight was not an act of cowardice but a 
brave act of a man who knew that the die had been cast. Though 
he had been cooperative during and after his incarceration he had 
received no prospect of reward for his good behaviour. Why 
should he then have allowed himself to submit to further degrada- 
tion when there was nothing in it for him? His departure for 
Sydney was a human and understandable reaction and defensible. 
Dr Becker had nothing more to lose. Why should he have contin- 
ued to expose himself to a humiliating moveable feast? 

Besides, he had already proved himself worthy of being 
allowed to call himself an Australian. He did not deserve a fate that 
was so unfairly engineered by many and lesser men. 

But the Establishment paid Dr Becker the ultimate, back- 
handed compliment. They had had to pervert justice in order to 
defeat him. At the same time, their actions showed that Australia 


can be cruel. 


396 








The Hitler Club 


15 
The More Things Change... 


Those who cannot remember the past are condemned to repeat 1t. 


George Santayana 


In hitching its own destiny to that of Britain, Australia did 
itself and its German-descended citizens few favours. 

The main problem was that of giving a focus of loyalty to 
those of its people who were either of German descent, having 
been born there, or had been German born but had chosen to 
become naturalised Australian citizens. This is the broadest sense 
of the phrase German citizens. 

Persons of either category still had an understandable, atavistic 
desire to see Germany succeed after the horrors of the Great War. 

The Treaty of Versailles 1919 did not conclude the matter but 
represented a fresh cause of grievance, in the sense that it virtually 
ensured that the Second World War was inevitable; nobody could 
expect an enduring peas when its price was extortionate, discrim- 
inatory and manifestly unfair. 

When New Germany started to take shape, especially as a 
result of Hitlers sometimes brilliant brinkmanship and bluff, 
many of these citizens experienced a vicarious pleasure. What they 
saw as Britains shameless dominance in the twin worlds of power 
and money was at last being challenged by a legitimate regime 
which stood up for the downtrodden and oppressed. 
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One writer put it this way: 


“The bitterness [the First World War] left behind can be imag- 
‘ned. It was doubtless such bitterness which inclined some members 
of the German community to accept uncritically the vast propaganda 
of the Nazis directed to Germans living abroad. The resurrection of 
the defeated Germany was a balm to the spirit of people who had 
been assured that they came of inferior stock and the Nazis took good 
care to show only their best sides...” (Endnote No.16) 


But Australia’s response — whatever harms Britain harms us — 
was disingenuous, given Australia’s recently declared Dominion 
status. It was little better than an unweaned adolescent telling all 
and sundry that they were a mature adult. 

By 1926 the United Kingdom and the Dominions (which 
included Australia, Canada and New Zealand) had declared to the 


world that they: 


*...are autonomous Communities within the British Empire, 
equal in status, in no way subordinate one to another in any aspect of 
their domestic or external affairs, though united by a common alle- 


glance to the Crown..." 


This, the Balfour Declaration, became embodied in British law 
through the Statute of Westminster 1931, which effectively ended 
British capacity to exercise legal control over its former colonies. 

Yet de facto British control was still alive and well and was very 
much to the fore during the early War years and especially in 
Australia. This must have been one of the extremely rare instances, 
if not a unique occasion, when the law outstripped and outsped 
the facts. But the reason for that was clear. 

It was not until 1942 that Australia adopted the Statute of 
Westminster as the law of the land, and that step was only taken 
when it became clear that Britain was not going to be able to ful- 
fill its promises to come to the aid of Australia in the face of the 
Japanese menace. 

Australia had met its part of the bargain by sending troops to 
fight for British interests in North Africa and elsewhere: in light of 
the British failure to come to its assistance, Australia needed to cul- 
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tivate a new, reliable ally and this it did in the form of the United 
States. The 1942 legislation was thus a symbolic declaration of 
independence from the Mother Country, but one which came far 
too late to alter what had been set in train to the detriment of 
many of the individuals described in this work. 


Moral Dilemma 


A corollary of the initial Australian response was that, if a per- 
son was not with Australia, then they were to be regarded as har- 
bouring inimical intentions or worse. 

Its German citizens were left with one of three positions, each 
of which was partly, if not wholly, untenable. 

They could simply accept the official Australian or British ver- 
sion, in which case they would be supine. This meant that their 
children would be available to be used as cannon fodder to vindi- 
cate the Imperial imperatives of Whitehall, the old enemy. 

Or they could adopt a split loyalty, running with the hares of 
Germany and chasing with the hounds of Britain and, as it were, 
have an each way bet on the outcome and their own contribution 
to it. This split in their loyalty could also be further refined: they 
could be loyal to Australia and not loyal to (and even despise) 
Britain and all it stood for, but still retain an interest in or delight 
for the results of New Germany’s achievements. 

But the Australian official version preempted this from ever 
being a legitimate response. It was a forerunner to the odious con- 
temporary notion that “if you are not with us you are against us”. 

Or, finally, they could ignore the resulting dilemma to which 
either of these options gave rise and put in their lot with 
Germanys new won pride and determination and live with the 
consequences: in other words, be regarded as treasonous. 


Hannan’s Smugness 


At a legal convention held in South Australia in 1936 the 
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Crown Solicitor, Mr. Hannan KC (the counsel who had been suc- 
cessful in the Supreme Court case brought by Becker against the 
Medical Board) delivered a paper entitled “The Common Law as 
a Bulwark against Executive ‘Tyranny’. 

He contrasted the English legal tradition with that of the 
Roman law whose precepts still applied in many countries of con- 
tinental Europe, including Germany. 

He was reported as saying: 


...that the history of Europe in the past 15 years was remarkable 
in that Italy and Germany had successively changed in a radical way 
from democracy to dictatorship, and not only without revolution or 
civil war but even without a general election or an amendment of the 
constitution. The result was a totalitarian state where the freedom and 
even the life of the individual citizen were completely subordinated to 
the interests of the community. 

The Roman law was deficient in making special provision for 
safeguarding individual rights against arbitrary interference by the 
State. This defect had been transmitted to Italy and Germany. The 
English common law was a spontaneous growth of national character 
and habits, and was permeated by regard for personal freedom. This 
national trait of individualism had inspired Englishmen in all ages to 
resent the exercise of arbitrary power, and safeguards had been provid- 
ed against the interference of the executive power of the State. 


It would have been interesting to hear Mr Hannan’s comments 
after, or even especially during, the war. 


Homburgs Critique 


Hermann Homburg once put the problem eloquently in a 
conversation he had with a Military Officer in late 1944, when he 


was reported as saying: 


*He had tried to instill into Krawinkel the desire of fulfilling his 
naturalisation oath and had succeeded. He would be the first to con- 
demn any person who was naturalized, if they stated that they had for- 
gotten, or had no sympathy for the country of their birth, but he would 
also condemn any naturalised person who did not give their whole- 
hearted support and loyalty to the country of their naturalisation." 
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By putting in its lot with Britain — and its complete identifi- 
cation of the local interest with that of the Motherland — Australia 
condemned some of its own citizens to appear, and to be treated, 
as if they were traitors. 

Australia also slavishly aped the time-honoured British domes- 
tic response to a perceived enemy (i.e. peremptory internment and 
egregious denials of natural justice) while at the same time singing 
the familiar tune about being a haven for freedom, democracy and 
British justice. 

There was a stench of hypocrisy. 

The political process which permitted this to happen was a 
sham and was born, not necessarily out of untruths or lies but 
something far worse and more dangerous, because: 


"[s]omeone who lies and someone who tells the truth are play- 
ing on opposite sides, so to speak, in the same game. Each responds 
to the facts as he understands them, although the response of the one 
is guided by the authority of the truth, while the response of the other 
defies that authority and refuses to meet its demands. The bullshitter 
ignores these demands altogether. He does not reject the authority of 
the truth, as the liar does, and opposes himself to it. He pays no atten- 
tion to it at all. By virtue of this, bullshit is a greater enemy of the 
truth than lies are.” (Endnote No.17) 


Monograph 


When he was a seventy-three year old, Hermann Homburg 
had a lot to say in a similar, but more diplomatic, vein. In 1947 he 
self-published a valuable monograph, “SA Lutherans and Wartime 
Rumours”, in order to air his views on the shameless use and mis- 
use of the concepts of British justice. 

His publication was written in refutation of the 1945 book 
written by C.A. Price, “German Settlers in South Australia’. 
Price’s work had read like a plea of justification for the British and 
Australian treatment of the German population in South 
Australia. Price unquestioningly accepted the accusations of the 
Intelligence and Security sectors. Prices was something of a craven 
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work that justifiably angered Homburg, whose own writing was a 
clear-sighted analysis of the misuse of the legal system, the law and 
its trappings. 

Homburg started with a critical examination of the composi- 
tion of the first Advisory Committee in South Australia, which was 
appointed to hear what an internee may say about their loyalty: it 
comprised a Supreme Court Judge and, of the other two members, 
one was over eighty years of age and neither of them had any judi- 
cial experience. Tellingly, one of them had naval connections. 

Homburg then moved on to arguments of principle. British 
Justice connoted fair play, openness, fully knowing the nature of 
the case that one has to face, a jury of peers, the presence of the 
accuser and accused together, with the latter having the right to 
challenge the evidence of the former by cross-examination. 

It also meant a right of appeal to correct wrong-thinking or 
errant process and obedience to time-honoured rules of evidence 
which seek to sanitise the trier of fact from unacceptable, weak or 
scandalous testimony, ensuring that only cogent and admissible 
evidence ultimately forms the basis of an acquittal or conviction. 

Moreover, one of the cherished tenets of British Justice, the 
availability of the Writ of Habeas Corpus (which allows a court to 
determine the lawfulness of a persons loss of liberty) was a dead 
letter. 

It seemed that the rules of practice were made up as the 
Tribunals launched into their business. Mention has already been 
made of the Ministers counsel (Mr Gillard) who, in many 
respects, was responsible for giving legal guidance to the early sit- 
tings of the Advisory Committees and Aliens Tribunals. 

In one of the Krawinkel appeals, he laid down the ground 
rules as to which party to the proceedings was to bear the burden 


of proof: 


“all I want to stress at this stage is that we [i.e. the Minister of 
the Army] do not want to have the burden cast upon us of saying that 
the objector will probably be disloyal, but we want to put up this, that 
the objector should satisfy you beyond all reasonable doubt having in 
view all the factors, the objector must satisfy you beyond all reason- 
able doubt that he is not a potential danger to this community. 
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The higher, more stringent criminal standard of proof was to 
rest on the man who was seeking to have their liberty restored. 

In total contrast to the rules which ordinarily applied, the rele- 
ant National Security Regulations, dealing with both German 
nationals (enemy aliens) and naturalised Australians, did not 
require a jury to be empanelled or the observance of the rules of evi- 
dence; nor did they require the hearing to be conducted in public. 

The internee had no right either to know the case against 
them in advance or to have their accusers called to be challenged 
by questioning. 

The Committees (and by extension the Aliens Tribunals) were 
appointed by the very Minister of State whose servants arrested the 
internee and prepared and argued the case against them. 

There was no sanction of perjury attachable to the evidence of 
the accusers. People like A4 could say scandalous things with com- 
plete impunity. 

But A4 was not alone and the Minister’s cases against various 
internees were built upon the type of rubbish which one witness 
declared to the Military in an interview in May 1941: 


“The Tanunda Club is a hot-bed of Nazism and should be closed 
up. Fritz Homburgs children never spoke a word of anything but 
German until they went to the State School. Fritz is, in my opinion, 
one of the leading fifth columnists, and would be a definite danger if 
the war goes in favour of Germany. I class Hermann Homburg in the 
same category. Krawinkel was in the Internment Camp at Keswick 
whilst I was there. He practically always spoke in the German lan- 
guage. Anything that was to the benefit of Germany, Krawinkel 
would do. There is not the least doubt of his Nazi sympathies — he is 
100% Nazi and German.” 


Internees were arrested, more often than not, upon grounds 
which never made out the pettiest criminal offences known to the 
law. 

If one translated the setting to that of religion, the Australian 
Government was the custodian of British orthodoxy and thereby 
all Germans, whether locally born or recently immigrant, were 
reduced to the status of heretics. They were guilty of apostasy by 
virtue of having been arrested and interned. 
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As Homburg went on to note: 


“A British Court is a Court of “Justice”. The Advisory Hearing 
[and by extension that of the Aliens Tribunals] is a Court of 
Suspicion. In the one “proof” is on the Prosecutor. In the other on the 
internee. In the one case it is necessary for the accuser to establish the 
truth. In the other it is sufficient for him to establish suspicion. In the 
latter the law of evidence does not apply. Much of such “evidence” is 
just rumor. At such hearings the most villainous suggestions of disloy- 
alty have been made without a tittle of proof. In a Court of Law these 
would be ruled out as rank and unabashed concoction. In the Court 
of “Suspicion” they are admitted, and the wretch who invents such 
fiction goes undiscovered and unpunished... he policeman who 
exceeds his authority may be made to suffer for his abuse of zeal. But 
the Minister and his servants...however great the abuse, are not 
amenable to damages or punishment or test of any kind; civil or crim- 


inal.” 


He continued with the analogy of the witchcraft trials of a 
bygone era. 


Word of Defence 


Homburg had the generosity of spirit to put in a word of 
defence for Dr Becker: 


"Tanunda has never sought to deny that this [acknowledged 
Nazi] Leader took up residence at Tanunda. Nor does it deny that a 
mere handful of unnaturalised persons of foreign origin met there to 
discuss their country's affairs. And it admits too, that the Nazi leader 
showed films of Nazi Germany, and that Tanunda residents went 
there to have a look at chem. And for this the whole town was put 
under obloquy. And which, even if true, what effect had this little 
band of obscure persons, less than twenty in number, upon the 
600,000 residents of this State? The man, his friends, his literature 
and his pictures were entertainment. Not conspiracy. The same type 
of pictures can be seen daily in the Adelaide Cinemas". 


Homburg went on to canvass the meetings after the War when 


the townspeople of Tanunda expressed their outrage at the accusa- 
tions of disloyalty made in the press. 
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Inquiries of the relevant Minister of the Federal Crown had 
demonstrated that of the 2,200 people in the area, only five or six 
families were not British subjects. The male members of those fam- 
ilies had been interned. The Tanunda War Effort was 200 service- 
men and women, 205 enlistments in other various services and of 
these, 168 were of German ancestry. The total of donations raised 
in the district for War purposes was £178,507. One ton of cloth- 
ing had been sent to the Red Cross. Over 1,000 troops had been 
billeted in Tanunda homes in 1942. Tanunda found encampment 
at its recreation ground for another 1,000 troops. Over ten patri- 
otic committees functioned in the town. According to their head 
teacher, the local schoolchildren had demonstrated great loyalty to 
the British Empire. The soldiers who stayed in the town in 1942 
were warmly received and expressed their gratitude for the hospi- 
tality and entertainment they were given. 


Kriewaldt 


Homburgs voice was not alone. A solicitor, Martin Kriewaldt, 
in an addendum to ELSA’s Petition re Internment of Pastors, also 
made some valuable observations. 

Kriewaldt had represented Dr Meier from Renmark High 
School, his father Pastor Meier of Loxton and Pastor Lutze of 
Lobethal upon their internment (as well as Krawinkel himself on 


one occasion): 


“In each case I made application to the military authorities for 
particulars of the matters on which the detention orders were based, 
but in each case I have been informed that no particulars would be 
given....No facility is provided at Keswick [Barracks] to take state- 
ments from internees. Interviews take place under conditions which 
prevent a full discussion between the internee and his professional 
adviser...[ have on some occasions been able to talk to my clients 
under the verandah of the Provost's office without the presence of any 


guard.” 


He went on to say that in one case the Advisory Committee 
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had been given, in advance, copies of confidential military reports 
which were never made available to him. He complained how the 
ordinary principles of justice simply did not operate in that envi- 
ronment and concluded: 


“I hold the opinion that the internment of [religious] minis- 
ters...is likely to lead the German-Australians, or many of them, to 
think that they are regarded by the rest of the population as being dis- 
loyal. Such a belief is the first step towards actual disloyalty... Many 
[German-Australians] have expressed to me the opinion that 
Australians of German origin have a higher duty to this country than 
their fellow Australians since it is incumbent on them to repay the 
privileges enjoyed by them and their ancestors in this country for so 
long.” 


British Injustice? 


Even though neither Homburg nor Kriewaldt mentioned it, 
there was one other, outstanding point of concern. 

The appointment of the war-time Director-General of 
Security, to hear evidence with a view to helping decide the ulti- 
mate fate of internees, was a cynical political charade. 

The Judge carried with him all the prestige and trappings of 
judicial office. But he was never being asked to exercise judicial 
functions which would have been finally determinative of an 
internees rights and duties. He was simply operating as an exten- 
sion — the eyes and ears — of the Federal Government and was 
being required to formulate recommendations for the responsible 
Minister's final exercise of administrative powers. This particular 
Judge was only acting as an aid to the exercise of executive powers. 

However, because he was a Federal Judge while doing this, by 
some weird alchemy the public and the press were expected to 
swallow — and did in fact swallow — the entire show and accepted 
it as another example of the fair play inherent in the concept of 
British justice. It represented an unacceptable blurring of the con- 
stitutional notion, which has long been regarded as a bulwark of 


personal freedoms — the separation of powers. 
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All this was done without considering to what extent the 
Judge could have been expected to bring an impartial mind to bear 
upon his deliberations when, through the war years, he had access 
co the dossiers of every internee who appeared before him, and cer- 
tainly those of Dr Becker. 

Simpson was hardly going to change his mind about a man he 
had seen fit to keep incarcerated in the first place. 


The Dead Horse 


In the years immediately following the War, it was easy for the 
authorities to play on the public’s animosity towards all things 
German. 

The press relentlessly flogged the dead horse of Nazism. With 
Becker, it had a clear focus on the archetypal pariah — Australia's 
No. 1 Nazi — and it was going to tap that rich vein again and again. 
One need only examine the Australian newspapers from 1945 to 
1947 and a little beyond. Hardly a day went by without the 
appearance of an article about the War and Nazism. While that is 
perfectly understandable, it is also easy to see how the public was 
whipped into indignation, even hatred, about the evils of a man 
like Dr Becker. 

And whenever the press had taken a bead on its quarry, almost 
inevitably the politicians and other self-serving publicity seekers 
could be seen clambering for their share of the action. In this case, 
it was to condemn a man they knew nothing about and about 
whom they wanted to know nothing: it was sufficient that he was 
a Nazi. This was despite the evidence that showed his Party 
involvement had virtually ceased eleven years before and that he 
was even victimised by Party members while he was interned. 

Australia entered the War on the pretext of upholding British 
principles and institutions, not the least being the rule of law and 
natural justice. 

Becker was denied them and he was not alone. 

It was ironic that Germans who had settled in Australia saw it 
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as a haven safe from capricious authority, and they worked to build 
a prosperous country. But the British authorities still saw Australia 
with the same mindset that had originally conceived its colonisa- 
tion; just another place ripe for exploitation. 


408 








The Hitler Club 


16 


Searching for Becker Again 


...from the table of my memory I'll wipe away all trivial fond 
records 


Hamlet (1.v.96) 


In the National Archives 


The research for this book has been accompanied by consider- 
able frustration. On many occasions, wherever one turned to seek 
materials that should have assisted, there seemed to be an impasse 
which was, more often than not, created at the hands of a ham-fist- 
ed officialdom. 

The circumstances of Dr Beckers death meant that little 
(apart from some papers and a few remaining photographs) could 
be salvaged from his personal effects in Bremen. That was under- 
standable given that Marlene and her husband were always intend- 
ing to move on from Germany to live in England for several years. 

But the real complaint is made against the Australian author- 
ities of the time and much later. 

A search for the official records of the South Australian 
German Club, from 1930 to 1939, was unsuccessful. They had 
been seized by the military authorities at the outbreak of the War, 
taken initially to the Keswick barracks in Adelaide and were never 
returned at the cessation of hostilities. Where they are now, if they 
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still exist, is unknown. 
A search for the transcript of the twelve day trial of Becker's 


libel action against Smith’s Weekly, proved fruitless. So too did the 
search for the transcript of his three day trial in the Tanunda 
Magistrates Court. The search for his bankruptcy file, in the Perth 
repository of the National Archives, led us to being told that it 
does not exist, only to find on further inquiry that it does. 

However, the most astonishing failure to produce files came 
when a request was put into the Canberra repository of the 
National Archives in mid-November 2005, in respect of the 
dossiers on Becker bearing file reference A1533 1955/3274 
Volumes 1-4. 

In accordance with usual practice, the proper sum was ten- 
dered in advance in anticipation of the photocopying that would 
happen. 

There followed a delay of ninety days. Repeated requests and 
reminders were sent to Canberra in that interval. 

In late November 2005 a reply came indicating that the files 
had been withdrawn by their controlling agency, the Australian 
Federal Police (AFP). 

An archivist initiated an attempt to have the files returned but 
was met with little cooperation from the AFP. 

The next communication from the National Archives came in 
mid-February 2006. They were still trying to locate the files but 
had some information to impart in respect of Volume 3 which was 
listed in the catalogue as “Open with Exception’, 

In 1987 when the files under consideration were examined for 
public release, Volume 3 was partially exempted, and withheld 
from public release, on the basis that it would be an “unreasonable 
disclosure of the personal affairs” of persons. The worksheet of the 
access examiner gave a detailed explanation of the content of the 


four volumes: 


“Dr Becker was interned at the outbreak of World War II 
because of his self-proclaimed official connections with the Nazi 
Party. His private home was subsequently searched by 
Commonwealth officers and quantities of books, papers and private 
correspondence were impounded on 4 different occasions. The bulk 


410 


The Hitler Club 








of the content of the 4 Volumes of item 55/3274 represents multiple 
copies (sometimes 5 — in order to get a readable copy) of the materi- 
al so impounded. The major proportion of this material can be 
released without any concern. However, in Volume 3 there are 86 
folios (within the date range 1929-1936) which are multiple copies of 
correspondence between Dr Becker, in his professional capacity as a 
medical practitioner and his patients, wherein intimate details of his 
patients illnesses, diseases, afflictions, etc. and treatment therefor are 
openly discussed.” 


There is little doubt that the same sort of decision, to exempt 
such material from public access, would be made today. 

The archivist also mentioned another file regarding one 
Becker (Trading with the Enemy) but later examination revealed 
that this was a different Becker: perhaps it was Helmut, the doep- 
pelganger. 

The ninety day period for an official response expired on the 
15th of February 2006. In anticipation of that arriving without 
further or favourable word on the files’ whereabouts, an 
Application for Internal Reconsideration was lodged with 
Canberra the day before, to take effect immediately so that no fur- 
ther time would be lost. 

Fourteen days later came a bombshell. A senior archivist 


wrote: 


“Unfortunately, it appears that the files were destroyed in about 


19997" 


A range of files from 1955, including 1955/3724, was 
destroyed after the National Archives had, in July 1993, asked 
agencies to withdraw files that were either of temporary value or 
unevaluated so that the Archives could take back into custody only 
records of enduring value. 

As a double-check, the Canberra and Sydney repositories were 
combed as well as those of the AFP in Canberra and the States, 
without success. 

What is curious is that the AFP had no record of destruction 
— or had not been able to find one. 

The file registers which relate to a range of files, including 
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those in question, have the word “Destroyed” written in red biro 
across each page. 

Again, there was nothing to indicate where, when and by 
whom the destruction was carried out. 

Given this state of affairs, a written request was immediately 
forwarded to the Archives seeking answers to nine questions: 


“1. Can we have a copy of the access examiner's worksheet, in 
February 1987, which records the nature of the material contained in 
the subject files? 

2. Who, and what level in the AFP made the evaluation decision 
in respect of the subject files? 

3. Who, and what level, determined that the subject files were to 
be marked for destruction? 

4. Who or what authority carried out the actual process of 
destruction of the subject files? 

5. If a record of destruction has not been found then, despite the 
physical search that has been conducted of the AFP holding, is it yet 
possible that these subject files still exist and a further search may dis- 
close them or their whereabouts? 

6. Are there any other steps that can be undertaken to provide 
near certainty that the subject files no longer exist? 

7. At the ume (e.g. 1993) what criteria operated to guide the rel- 
evant AFP officer in the exercise of their discretion, when evaluating 
whether to keep or destroy the subject documents? 

8. Why have the Canberra files that we have sought been appar- 
ently destroyed when the Adelaide files relating to the subject have 
not? What is the factor that discriminates between the holdings in 

Adelaide and those in Canberra? 

9. Finally, may we ask that a search be conducted of all files in 
the Canberra and Sydney repositories relating to Dr JH Becker, so 
that we are satisfied there are no more that we may have simply over- 


looked? 


These questions were sent on the 3rd of March 2006. 

On the 18th of April a first tentative reply came. It was to 
advise that the AFP had contacted the Archives to say that they 
had at last located microfiche which they were fairly sure contained 
the file 1955/3724 Volumes 1-4 on Becker. Then two days later 
came the further advice that a new approach could be made to the 
bankruptcy materials via the Commonwealth's Gazette for the rel- 
evant periods. A search in that quarter disclosed the reference to a 
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1934 file in the Federal Bankruptcy Court sitting in the District of 
South Australia. 

The whole exercise snowballed and within a further two to 
three weeks all the outstanding materials had been copied, paid for 
and dispatched. No fewer than nine files were dispatched. 

The elusive Becker had again been captured. 


Conclusion 


No file was a smoking gun. Naturally, we had hoped that one 
would be found. Yet, in a way, it was reassuring: until our research- 
es had hit the ninety day snag, nothing had turned up which 
would or could show that Dr Becker and his cohort had been 
Australia’s Fifth Column. All this bolstered our opinion that 
Becker had been mistreated for reasons that were only peripheral- 
ly connected to Nazism or his role in it. 

We can with confidence conclude, on the material that has 
been provided to us, that Becker’s Nazism was a pretext for his 
expulsion from Australia. It was not, and in conscience could never 
be, the real reason. 

The Establishment was minded to have him expelled for per- 
sonal and professional reasons. They did not like the cut of that 
man’s jib. But they could never allow their bitter, petty and person- 
al feelings and jealousies to be seen to carry the day. Gentlemen do 
not behave like that. 

Instead, they — aided and abetted by arms of the state, the 
press and their supporters as well as lobbyists such as the Returned 
Servicemen’s League, the legal and medical professions — dealt a 
confidence trick on the public. 

It was an act of institutional bullying. 
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Postscript 


From Marlene: 
Melbourne, Victoria 


At last this information has been released. 

For me, it has been cathartic. 

No one wanted to be known as a friend of Dad’s because the 
Military Police may be informed by spies in the community. 

The information was often hearsay. 

In history we must seek the truth, not for revenge, but for jus- 
tice. 


Thank you Gary and Richard. 


From Heini: 
Adelaide, South Australia 


Following my election in 1964 as President of the Bank 
Officials Association of South Australia, the Secretary of the Union 
telephoned me and asked me whether my father was Dr Becker of 
Tanunda. 

“Yes,” I replied, “Why, what is the problem?” 
He replied with words to the effect: “Well the State Security 


Police have been around to interview me. They start a Security File 
on all new union officials. Expect a visit from them any time at 
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work or home.” 
When I arrived home from the Bank I informed my wife of 


what I was told and after our evening meal I collected all letters and 
paper cuttings I had saved regarding my father and burnt them. 

I thought I was not going to go through any more traumas 
regarding my background. 

There were several nasty incidents at Gawler High School in 
the late 1940s when I was taunted Kraut, Nazi Bastard, etc., fol- 
lowing my father’s release from concentration camp and subse- 
quent deportation. My mother and Auntie Hilda, with whom we 
lived at Freeling, had been extremely supportive and protective. 

The Security Police never visited and regretfully a lot of now 
required correspondence from my father, stating to me how he had 
been wronged, was lost. Father explained he had to be a member 
of The National Socialist Party to practise medicine and receive up 
to date medical information and research findings. Every worker in 
Germany had to be a member of the Party, which I understood was 
similar to a national union. Father also explained he received a lot 
of propaganda with his medical journals and was called on by a 
local to distribute that information. Father said he was being used 
and naturally persons of German descent in the Barossa Valley 
wanted to know what was happening in their former country. 

In early 1970 the then Premier of South Australia, Don 
Dunstan, informed State Parliament he had ordered all police 
records held on Union Officials to be destroyed. However, who 
knows how many records finished up in Canberra. 

Prior to my nomination as the Liberal and Country League 
(LCL) candidate for the May 1970 state elections an official of the 
party asked me to drop my first name and nominate as Thomas 
or Tom. I was most indignant at the request and flatly refused, 
stating I had been known locally as Heini and had lived with the 
family abbreviation of Heinrich for 35 years and I was not about 


to change. 
The electorate of Hanson was not considered a seat the LCL 


could win. 


But I did win, by 135 votes. I was a local. 
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My first speaking engagement as a Member of Parliament was 
to a Ladies Branch of the LCL in the eastern suburbs. I was intro- 
duced as our Partys newest young western suburbs member, with 
a delightful name and speaks without an accent. 

I thought: My God I have arrived, what an introduction to the 
blue rinse set! 

There was at least one brief attempt to raise my background 
during the 1973 election campaign, which I won by a majority of 
850 votes. 

In 1979 I was made the Shadow Minister for Health for the 
David Tonkin-led Liberal Party; I primarily believed because of my 
work and understanding of the Health Department as a member 
of the Parliamentary Public Accounts Committee. 

I enjoyed the shadow ministry, wrote our first real Health 
Policy, including a policy for the Disabled which I believed helped 
us win the 1979 State Election. 

I was bitterly disappointed at not being made the Minister 
which is the normal practice after such an election win. I later 
realised David Tonkins father-in-law was one of the local Medical 
Practitioners at Tanunda who were bitterly opposed to my father. 
Twelve years later, after a private dinner party in London, Tonkin 
apologised to me for not making me a Minister. 

By then I had enjoyed being a member and subsequently 
Chairman of the Parliamentary Public Accounts Committee. My 
greatest satisfaction was helping people and representing them and 
various organisations in State Parliament. I was not interested in 
being a puppet to the machinations of the ego eccentrics some had 
become as Ministers of the Crown. 

For twenty seven and a half years I campaigned successfully, 
gaining a percentage of votes higher than the Party and lower 
swings when votes went against the party. I campaigned as the 
‘People’s Politician-Parliaments Financial Watch Dog’ and proved 
it with great success. 

The disgraceful rumours, innuendoes and unsubstantiated 
allegations against my father never affected my successful banking 
or political career. I am grateful to my electors of South Australia 
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and the organisations I helped for the unsuspecting and kind 
awards. I enjoyed helping people as much as my father obviously 
did in his practice as a General Practitioner. 

I hope no other citizen has to experience the difficulties my 
family suffered during the 1940s. Being deprived of the opportu- 
nity to have a loving and caring father really hurt and made life 
very difficult. 

But life goes on presenting many challenges, which are 
accepted. 

I am grateful to the authors for their research and exposure of 
the weakness of our country’s intelligence agencies and laws deal- 
ing with aliens. | 

This must not be allowed to occur again under any circum- 
stances. 
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End notes and 


Acknowledgements 


SOURCES: 


1. National Records 


The main text relies upon 23 files obtained from the National 
Archives of Australia (“AA”) and the other sources listed under. 

All quotations appearing in the text (except where the context 
suggests or indicates otherwise or where they are specifically cited 
below in the Endnotes) are taken from the following files, which 
were drawn from the Adelaide, Canberra, Perth and Sydney repos- 


itories: 


1. The files relating to Dr Johannes Heinrich Becker: 
AA, Series D 1915, SA 15163: 
AA, A472 W 31449: 
AA, A10076 1936/22: 
AA, A439 1951/11/6691: 
AA, A439 1951/11/7589: 
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AA, A 472 W 31449 Attachment: 
AA, A 10076 1931/24: 

AA, A 10076 1934/9: 

AA, A 1380 EP 2250: 


2. Heinrich Krawinkel: 
AA, D 1915, SA 19132 Parts 1, 2, 3, and 4 and SA 20419 — 2. 


3. Fritz Hombure: 
AA, D1915, SA 2813. 


4. Johann Friedrich Wilhelm (Monsy) Schulz: 
AA, D 1919, SS 827 Parts 1,2, 3 and 4. 


5. Ernst Emil Robert Starke: 
AA, D 1915, SA 15103. 


6. Walter Ernst Bartsch: 
AA, D 1915, SA 6343. 


7. Wilhelm Friedrich Abel: 
AA, D 1915, SA 5036. 


8. Olaf (or sometimes Oluf) Bohlens: 
AA, A1380 EP114 
A367 C26776. 


9. Willy Herbert Bock: 
AA, D 1915, SA 6370. 


10. The Nazi Party in A ustralia: 
D 1915, SA 20419 Parts 1,2,3,4 and 5. 


11. Dr Beckers correspondence re Dr Asmis and the German Club: 
AP 30811 and SA 19447 Part 2 


12. The file relating to Dr Beckers request for return of property in 
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1955: 
A1380, E P 2250. 


13. A file relating to a number of miscellaneous matters, including 
Dr Beckers escape from parole and his deportation and press and 
Parliamentary coverage of both matters: 


AA 472, W 31449 Attachment. 


14. The file relating to Dr Becker’s brush with Customs: 
AA D596 1931/3076. 


15. The file relating to Dr Becker’ bankruptcy: 
AA D1012/52 being file No. 148 of 1934 in the Federal 
Court of Bankruptcy, District of South Australia. 


16. The material re Simpson: 
see Australian Dictionary of Biography Volume 16 (2002). 


2. State and Lutheran Records 


The transcript from the matrimonial matter of Becker v 
Becker is contained in the Judge’s notebook courtesy of the Sir 
Samuel Way Library (“SSWL”) and Supreme Court file No. 453 
of 1952. 

The other trial matters or applications are in the Authorized 
Law Reports: 

l. Becker v Smiths Weekly (No.1) [1931] SASR 1, (No.2) 
[1931] SASR 137, (No.3) [1931] SASR 335 and Supreme Court 
file No.600 of 1929. 

2. Altmann v Becker [1932] SASR 26 and Supreme Court file 
No. 174 of 1932 courtesy SSWL. 

3. The High Court appeal is in [1932] 47 CLR 279. 

4. Baker v Becker is in Supreme Court file No. 253 of 1933 
and the Judges notebook courtesy SSWL. 

5. In re Becker [1934] SASR 137 and Supreme Court file No. 
665 of 1933 

6. Becker v Miller [1936] SASR 125 


421 





The Hitler Club ——————— —— 





The Tanunda Police Station Journal and Inquest Register are 
n State Records of South Australia, files = GRG 5/217/4 and 
GRG 5/217/1. 

The file relating to the 1937 developments with the British 
Medical Association and German Jewish refugees = GRG 
24/6,487/37. 

The Statement on behalf of ELSA re Internment of Pastors is 
from the Lutheran Archives = P4 L41/44. The “Barossa News” 
report of the September 1945 meeting of Tanunda townspeople is 
in the same record. 


3. General Sources 


The authors are indebted to the following for their writings 
which have provided indispensable background assistance: 


Dr. Ian Harmstorf 5 series for the German Club, “German History 
in South Australia’: 

1. “South Australia’s Germans in World War I” 

2. “Australians or Aliens; How Safe are the Democratic rights 
of Australians of Non- British Descent?” 

3. “The Germans; States First Nationalists “They did more 
than give us Cakes and Carts.” 

4. “When Torrens Island was a Concentration Camp” 

5. “The Trouble with Patriotism: The Issue of Loyalty and 
South Australian Germans 1838-1990" 

6. “True Germans are Patriotic South Australians: South 
Australian Germans before 1918". 

His entry in the Australian Dictionary of Biography on Robert 
Homburg (1848-1912). 


Hermann Homburg: 
“SA Lutherans and Wartime Rumours’, Self-published, 


Adelaide 1947. 
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G. Kinne: 
“Nazi Stratagems and their Effects on Germans in Australia up 
to 1945" (June 1980) Royal Australian Historical Society Papers. 


Stephanie Regan: 

"Australian Perceptions of Nazism", Honours Thesis, School 
of Social Sciences, Flinders University of South Australia 
(September 1970) 


Charles Price: 
“German Settlers in South Australia’, Melbourne University 
Press, Melbourne 1946. 


Dr. John Perkins: 

1. “Dr. Rudolf Asmis and the “Rescue of Deutschtum” in the 
1930's.” Journal of the Royal Australian Historical Society, Vol.73 
Part 4, April 1988 

2. “The Swastika under the Southern Cross: The Nazi Party in 
Australia 1930-1950." Chapter 2; University of New South Wales 

3. Entry in the Australian Dictionary of Biography 1940- 
1980 at p. 148. 

4. “The swastika down under: Nazi activities in Australia, 
1933-39, Journal of Contemporary History, London, Vol. 
26.1991 

5. “An old-style imperialist as National Socialist: Consul 
General Dr. Rudolf Asmis (1879-1945?)” in John Milfull (editor), 
The Attractions of Fascism: Social Psychology and Aesthetics of the 
Triumph of the Right, Berg, New York, 1977 


Kerrie Round: 
The Tragic Tale of the South Australian German Historical 
Society.” 


Trevor Schaefer: 

“The Treatment of Germans in South Australia 1914-24”, 
Honours Thesis, Department of History, University of Adelaide 
(1982). 
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(11) “Hitler” by Joachim C. Fest p.692, Penguin Books (1977) 


(12) Dr Becker actually asked a business acquaintance, Herb Noack, 
to take care of the American Hitler News for him. 

There was talk in Tanunda and the district that Dr Becker was 
instructed to destroy all copies he held but secretly gave a copy to 
Noack for safekeeping. 

Noack, born Johannes Herbert Noack on the 19th of August 1906, 
was a graduate in Pharmacy from the University of Adelaide. 

He was the son of Martin Samuel Noack, a partner in and a co- 
founder of Linke Noack, implement and farm machinery makers of 
Freeling. During World War I that firm made chains used in mine- 
sweeping operations as well as charcoal burners for gas production. 
Herb spent his youth in Freeling before his parents moved to Seafield 
Avenue, Kingswood (a suburb of Adelaide) in the early 19205. 
Herb was something of a compulsive hoarder, collector and poly- 


math. He had dabbled in a multitude of different hobbies, employ- 
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ment and interests from botany and aviation through to running a 
taxi company and prospecting and mining. He ran a woodcutting 
business, exported salt and was a manufacturing chemist. At one time 
he also ran a haulage business. He was also something of a modern 
day proto-aromatherapist. 

Through his connections with Freeling and his personal obsession 
with motor cars and engines, he met Frankie Drake who, in turn, 
soon introduced him to Dr Becker. Noack’s contacts and access to 
chemicals and drugs was motive enough for Dr Becker's interest. 

A cryptic, clandestine bond was forged between the two men. Noack 
furtively procured chemicals and drugs that were needed by Dr 
Becker for his medical practice and which he could not access 
through his usual supplier in Tanunda. 

Herb Noack died on the Ist of October 1991 and is buried in 
Centennial Park Cemetery in Adelaide. He had kept the copy of the 
American Hitler News amongst numerous heaps of journals and mag- 
azines that he could never bring himself to throw away, many of 
which now have historical significance. 


(13) “The Cruise of the Sea Eagle” by Blaine Pardoe pp.244-245, 
Lyons Press (2005) 


(14) “No Go the Bogeyman” by Marina Warner p. 382, Chatto and 
Windus (1998) 


(15) “The Life and Adventures of William Cobbett” by Richard 
Ingrams p. 308, Harper Collins (2005) 


(16) “The Germans in South Australia” by Derek van Abbe, 
Australian Quarterly, Vol. 28 No.3 (1956) p.78 


(17) “On Bullshit” by Harry G. Frankfurt pp.60-81, Princeton 
University Press (2005) 
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After immigration restrictions were lifted in 1925, a num 
nationals came to live in South Australia, the heartland of earlier 
‘settlement. Among them was Dr Johannes Becker, who would go on to 
achieve infamy as Hitler’s Confidential Agent, and “Australia’s No. 1 Nazi”. 
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when he disappeared whilst o MEL Following his accidental capture 
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x> to return to Australia and never saw his wife and children again. 
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